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Surprise!  There is no election this month.  Yes.
Really.

September will pass without anyone asking
you to get out and vote.  And so will October.  But
then comes the Big One in November.  So, Septem-
ber and October are BIG campaign months.  And
you can help out with the campaigns since you will
have all that free time away from the ballot box in
September and October.

But, just to set the record straight, it’s not true
that we have voted every month this year in Arling-
ton.  It’s not true at all.  Why, we didn’t do anything
in March but relax and loll around in front of the
TV.

For all you statistics fans, here is a list of this
year’s voting by Arlington Dems.

January—ACDC biennial reorganization,
which saw Kip Malinosky elected to chair the
county party.

February—The County Board Caucus to pick
a nominee to succeed Chris Zimmerman, who had
resigned.  It was a three-person race and the first
time ACDC used Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) to
guarantee that our nominee would have an absolute
majority of the votes.  But Alan Howze won on the
first ballot count without any need for an instant
runoff.

March—The bye month.

April—The special election to fill the County
Board vacancy.  We lost that one as John Vihstadt
defeated Howze—the first time a non-Dem won a
seat on the County Board since 1999—and that was
a special election loss as well.

May—The School Board Caucus to pick a
nominee to succeed Sally Baird, who resigned as
of August 22.  This time, the Instant Runoff system
was used and Barbara Kanninen won by 18 votes
after one runoff count in a three-person race.

June—The primary to pick a nominee to suc-
ceed Rep. Jim Moran saw seven candidates in the
running.  Don Beyer won easily with 46 percent of
the vote after a spirited campaign.  There was no
instant runoff since this was a state-run primary
rather than a party-run caucus.

July—The caucus to pick a nominee to suc-
ceed Del. Bob Brink drew seven candidates into a
race that was a sprint rather than a marathon since
House Speaker William Howell set the election date
so candidates had only seven days to campaign.
This time the Instant Runoff system got a solid stress
test as five counts were required before Rip
Sullivan passed the 50 percent mark.  But Sullivan
led in each of the five counts.

August—In the special election to replace
Brink, Sullivan easily won over his GOP opponent.

There’s no election this month!

Rip wins rip-roaring victory

SULLIVAN
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ering our annual Messen-

ger.  See Page Seven

Richard “Rip” Sullivan cruised to a surprisingly easy and sub-
stantial victory August 19 in the special election to select a successor
to Del. Bob Brink.

Special elections are frequently deadly for Arlington Democrats,
as the voter turnout is low and more Republicans tend to come out.  In
fact, with two exceptions, the only elections Democrats have lost in
the last two decades have been special elections.

And this time was expected to be trouble.  First, the election was
being held in mid-August, when so many voters are off on vacation.
Second, the election in Arlington only involved precincts in northern
Arlington and Crystal City, every single one of which voted Republi-
can in the last special election to fill the vacant seat on the County
Board in April.  Third, the GOP had nominated David Foster, the only
Republican to win a general election (two of them) in Arlington in the
last two decades.  He won election and re-election to the School Board
in 1999 and 2003.  Fourth, Sullivan was a McLean resident while
Foster is from Arlington and said he was counting on support for the
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

After a year of never-ending surprises,
the dust has finally settled and now we have
a terrific Democratic ticket to support in No-
vember, from the United States Senate to the
Arlington School Board.

One might think that our Democratic
candidates would have a cacophony of mes-
sages, given such a turbulent year, but one
would be wrong. Senator Mark Warner,
Congressional nominee Don Beyer, County
Board nominee Alan Howze, Treasurer Carla
de La Pava, and School Board endorsees
Barbara Kanninen and Nancy Van Doren
are united in values and messages. Our six
Democratic candidates all believe that every-
one deserves a fair shot at success, that we
need to work together and that we should be
fiscally responsible. This means Democrats
are running on investment, optimism and
teamwork from the federal level to the local
level.

Senator Warner would never have be-
come governor or senator without several op-
portunities he had to succeed and recover from
initial failures. Warner wants every American
to have the same chance that he had, which is

why he helped pass Wall Street reform to limit
catastrophic risk and is supporting reducing
student debt. Warner knows that to get things
done in Washington it is important to reach
out to the other side. Every piece of legisla-
tion Warner has introduced has had a Repub-
lican co-sponsor. And, of course, Warner cares
about fiscal responsibility, which is why he
sponsored both the Government Moderniza-
tion Act and DATA act to reduce government
waste and streamline spending.

Don Beyer is emphasizing, first and fore-
most, the need to create good jobs, especially
by passing President Obama’s infrastructure
jobs bill and utilizing his experience as a busi-
ness owner to help startups. He is also com-
mitted to raising the minimum wage to $10.10
and strengthening overtime pay. As a former
U.S. ambassador and lieutenant governor,
Beyer knows how to work with folks of very
different perspectives in order to make a dif-
ference. He will ensure that we are fiscally
responsible in order to protect and strengthen
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act for the long term.

At the local level, Alan Howze, running

for County Board, is committed to ensuring
Arlington is doing all we can to help our citi-
zens succeed. This means investing in uni-
versal pre-k and focusing on overcrowding
in our schools by making thoughtful invest-
ments in our community. Howze has called
for a broad-based public land discussion with
advocates for schools, affordable housing,
open space and concerned citizens. He will
not abandon longstanding, neighborhood
commitments to the Arlington/Fairfax street-
car nor simply say no to thoughtful invest-
ments in our community. Howze is commit-
ted to fiscal responsibility for the long term
and bringing oversight to government con-
tracts, which he does as a professional for
IBM.

As treasurer, and previously as deputy
treasurer, Carla de La Pava already has had a
great influence on Arlington’s efforts to col-
lect revenue for the county. She does, how-
ever, as a service for citizens, look to help
folks who run into trouble find a way to re-
sponsibly pay.  The Treasurer’s office is
known for its ability to work together effec-
tively, efficiently and in a friendly manner.
And the fiscal responsibility speaks for itself
with a delinquency rate of less than one per-
cent.

On the School Board, Barbara Kanninen
and Nancy Van Doren will be committed to
the success of every child. Kanninen has a
passion for reducing standardized testing and
Van Doren will be an advocate for all of our
students. They are committed to thoughtfully
working together and with the County Board
to make sure our students get the resources
they need. Finally, they will make sure that
as we expand to accommodate our growing
number of students we are responsible with
the public treasury.

Our Democrats are committed to the suc-
cess of everyone, rather than the belief that
everyone is on their own. Our Democrats are
willing to work together, rather than
to take oaths to extreme special-in-
terest groups. Our Democrats are
fiscally responsible for
the long term, rather than
slashing government
services and revenues
haphazardly. Let’s elect
our Democrats in our
most important election
of the year on Tuesday,
November 4.

6 great Dems, 3 core beliefs, 1 election
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, September 3,  at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson

Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

It’s September and that means it’s time to help out with

the annual Dollars for Democrats ($4Dems) drive by

putting stamps and return address labels on the solicita-

tion letters to go out the next day.  This year there are

more than 11,000 envelopes to be stamped.  (Don’t

worry—all the stamps and labels are self-adhesive.  No

licking required.)  We’ll be slapping on the stamps and

labels all through the meeting.  So, arrive early to get a

good seat at one of the many tables!  In addition, the

November candidates or their representatives will be on

hand to provide info on the fall campaign and let you

know how you can help out.

When the campaign season starts to roll
into high gear, you can rest assured that the
Gold Card is not far behind.

In fact, it’s far ahead.
The Gold Card, for those unfamiliar with

it, is your entry ticket to the three events with
which ACDC takes a break from campaign-
ing to socialize.  They are the party-side of
the party.  They are also a major source of
campaign funds.

The Gold Card gets you into all three
events at a 20 percent discount from the indi-
vidual ticket price.

The Gold Card triptych always starts
with the Chili Cookoff on Labor Day and ends
with the Golden Gala cocktail party in Octo-
ber.  The middle event is something different.
This year it will be a toast—and maybe a little
roast—to Charlene Bickford, who was a
chairman of ACDC back in the 20th Century
and has done just about everything anyone
could do for the Democratic Party over the
decades.

The Gold Card for all three events com-
bined goes for $150, with discounted rates of
$140 for members of The Roosevelt Society
and $125 for Arlington Young Dems.

Go to the ACDC website at
www.arlingtondemocrats,org and sign up
right now.  Please note that there is no physi-
cal Gold Card.  But your name will appear

miraculously on the check-in list when you
arrive at the door for each event.

Here is a rundown on this year’s three
events, along with their dates and locations.

1. Labor Day Chili Cook-off — On
Labor Day Monday, September 1, from 4-
to-7 p.m., join us in the heart of Arlington
at Lyon Park (Pershing Drive and N.
Edgewood Street) to sample chili from a
dozen or more Arlington Democratic kitch-
ens. You also get to vote on the Best Demo-

cratic Chili in Arlington.  And you get to
watch your fellow Democrats in the annual
pie eating contest and support Democratic
candidates to boot! Please bring boxes of
cereal to support the Arlington Food Assis-
tance Center.

2. A Toast to Charlene Bickford — On
Sunday, October 5, from 4-to-6 p.m., join
Arlington Democrats at the home of Sharon
Davis and the Honorable Al Eisenberg (817
N. Irving St.) as we pay tribute to the achieve-
ments of Charlene Bickford.  Charlene was
twice chair of the Arlington County Demo-
cratic Committee and founded the
Committee’s sustaining giving program, The
Roosevelt Society.  The evening will be dedi-
cated to the many years of hard work, talent,
and service she has devoted to Arlington
County and ACDC. This special tribute is not
to be missed!

3. The Golden Gala — On Friday, Oc-
tober 17, from 7-to-9 p.m., enjoy the high-
light of the fall fundraising calendar with
heavy hors d’oeuvres—courtesy of the Demo-
cratic Kitchen Crew—and good friends at the
home of Nancy and Saul Pilchen (1412 N.
Highland St.), just a football field’s walk from
the Clarendon Metro Station. We’ll celebrate
the hard work we have put into our campaigns
so far, and prepare for the final few days be-
fore victory on November 4!

Get your
2014 Gold
Card now
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Who’s counting?   Former ACDC Chair (and current Donkey Ears editor) Dan
Steen and wife Anne just celebrated their 27th wedding anniversary.  “Whew—
that went fast!” commented Anne on Facebook.  “Bring on the next 27!”

Watch out for that cane:   Comish of Revenue Ingrid Morroy has had a hip
replaced—perhaps too much swinging as she plays in her band.  She reports
that after just a week, she is walking comfortably with a cane—or rather two: a
gray one inside the house and a fancy one for use on the street.  She says her
therapist says she’s ahead of schedule with her exercise program.. And her
visiting nurse brought her special medicine—four papayas.

Incoming fire:   Busboys and Poets, whereat we hold our monthly Democratic
breakfast and periodic senior brunch, has attracted incoming fire from Rush
Limbaugh, so it’s obviously doing something right besides serving good food.
What has raised the bile from Rush is the restaurant/bookstore’s decision not to
stock Limbaugh’s books on history for children.  Limbaugh called this decision
“racist” and “bigoted.”  Others call it protecting our children.

You’re judged by your enemies:   Rep. Jim Moran has gotten the Vladimir Putin
Seal of Disapproval, perhaps the best recognition Jim has received in a quarter-
century in Congress.  Moran was officially banned from receiving Russian visas
in retaliation for the Obama Administration’s visa ban imposed on Russian
parliamentarian Adam Delimkhanov for links to organized international crime.

Proud papa:   Larry Roberts, former ACDC Chair and aide to Gov. Tim Kaine,
has been showing his proud papa smile as son Thomas received his Eagle Scout
badge at a court of honor with six other scouts.  “Many years of hard work and
good friendships led to a very enjoyable and rewarding evening,” Larry said.

Wrong turn:   Arlington YDs sometimes do some weird things, but this one took
the cake—welcoming Micah Edmund, the GOP candidate opposing Don Beyer
in this fall’s congressional race.  It appears that Micah made a wrong turn—a
left turn, of course—and ended up in the very room at P. Brennan’s where the
YDs were holding their monthly gathering.  AYD Prez Max Burns reports that
Micah was one of the first people to show up at the door.  (What’s that about
Republicans being more punctual?)  Max said he filled out his nametag and
settled in, seeming not to realize he had missed the YD karaoke event held in
the same room—the night before.  He stayed through the entire meeting and
seemed to drink in everything Del. Alfonso Lopez had to say about revitalizing
Columbia Pike.  Later in the meeting, Don Beyer arrived and grabbed Micah for
a chat before he could get out the door.  Max Burns says he has formally invited
Micah to make his commitment complete by joining the AYDs and “siding with
the good guys this time.”

Groaning Board:   The Democratic Kitchen Crew, in its first event without the late
Jean Marshall Crawford, rolled out a spread of delicious morsels for the
successful fund raiser for now-Del. Rip Sullivan that was hosted by
Commonwealth’s Attorney Theo Stamos and her husband, Craig Esherick, and
featured guest Attorney General Mark Herring.  The Sun-Gazette headlined:
“Top Prosecutor Backs Sullivan Despite Rift with Local Democratic Commit-
tee.”  No rift was visible as Dems crowded around the groaning board and the
many Dems in attendance.

On August 19, Democrat Rip Sullivan
won the 48th House of Delegates District
Special Election with 62 percent of the vote.
The Arlington Young Democrats played a
critical role in Rip’s victory, with many mem-
bers happily volunteering a Saturday and Sun-
day to canvass. The Young Dems also stepped
up to co-host a fundraiser for Rip, which saw
exceptional turnout.

“The YDs came out in a big way for
Rip,” said AYD Vice President Alex Will-
iams. “And not just as warm bodies – Jarrod
Nagurka [Sullivan’s campaign manager] is
a Young Dem, and so many of Rip’s team are
active in the AYD community.”

AYD’s initiative to re-engage with South
Arlington picked up the pace in August, with
the first Pints on the Pike Happy Hour at P.
Brennan’s Irish Pub on Columbia Pike. With
over 40 Young Dems in attendance, the event
proved popular across the board – even Re-
publican candidate Micah Edmond showed up
for a drink! Don’t worry – Don Beyer made
a surprise appearance as well.

“We offered Micah a chance to join the
good guys’ team,” said AYD President Max
Burns. “It’s nice he wanted to come hang out
with us instead of the Republicans. I don’t
blame him.”

Delegate Alfonso Lopez, Columbia Pike
Revitalization Organization Executive Direc-
tor Takis Karantonis and County Board can-
didate Alan Howze took the opportunity to
chat with AYD members about issues as di-
verse as the Penrose Park development and
the Columbia Pike Streetcar.

Lopez, whose district includes most of
Columbia Pike, emphasized the high quality
of life that comes with living on the corridor.
“It is the most diverse corridor in the entire
commonwealth,” he said. “There are 100 dif-
ferent languages spoken in my district alone.”
Lopez also touted the corridor’s proximity to
Washington, D.C., and noted that construct-
ing a streetcar will make the location even
more desirable.

On September 17, the Young Dems will
join Don Beyer’s campaign in South Arling-
ton to host a forum on immigration issues.
Details on that event will be posted on the
AYD website shortly.

AYDs poured
out for Rip’s
campaign
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48TH HOUSE OF DELEGATES DISTRICT

In a surprise, it wasn’t even close for Rip

continued on next page

continued from page one

home town boy.
But the nightmares proved unfounded.

Every one of the those 14 Arlington precincts
that voted Republican in the County Board
special election voted Democratic in the
House of Delegates special election.  In fact,
the shift was a stunning 25 percentage points.

Sullivan won in Arlington’s 14 precincts
with 62.7 percent of the vote.  That was actu-
ally better than the 61.4 percent he got in the
nine precincts in Fairfax County.  So much
for the hometown boy vote.

Sullivan even won in Arlington’s Madi-
son precinct, typically the most likely to go
GOP.  He got 52.2 percent there, the worst he
did in any of the precincts in either Arlington
or Fairfax.

As for the vacation fears, turnout was
indeed low.  (See article on next page.)  But
Sullivan may have been helped by the push
to get folks to take advantage of the absentee
in person, early voting option.  A full 18.0
percent of the Sullivan vote was comprised
of absentee and early votes, while only 12.7

percent of Foster’s votes came that way.
However, Sullivan’s margin of victory

of 2,357 votes was far greater than the 1,535
absentee and early votes cast for both candi-
dates, so it wasn’t the deciding factor.

What was the deciding factor?  Many
thought Foster’s decision to emphasize the
streetcar issue was a mistake.  The streetcar
was clearly important in the County Board
election, but the House of Delegates plays
very little role in that issue.  And both Foster
and Sullivan supported legislation to provide
for a referendum on the streetcar in Arling-
ton, which negated that as an issue among
those following the topic.

The Sun Gazette asked both candidates
for the County Board how they read the re-
sults, and both agreed—though they phrased
it very differently.  Democratic candidate Alan
Howze said, “Rip’s opponent tried to make
the election about the streetcar and voters rec-
ognized that there is a lot more at stake than
one issue.”  His opponent, John Vihstadt, said,
“The 48th District race focused on issues ad-
dressed at the state level.”

Outgoing Del. Brink agreed that the

streetcar was the wrong issue for Foster to
run on.  “The voters had a choice between a
single-issue candidate and one who was
closely attuned to their values and priorities,”
Brink said.  “The vote totals clearly show they
recognized that that single issue, while im-
portant, is primarily a local concern and
doesn’t reflect the range of matters that come
before the General Assembly.  The ‘Shiny
Bright Object’ strategy fell short.”

ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky said the
spring County Board and summer House of
Delegates special elections were miles apart
in terms of voter perceptions.  “For several
months leading up to April’s election, voters
had been hearing a chorus of negativity about
government in general and the streetcar in
particular,” Malinosky said.  But, come the
summer election four months later, “Voters
have gotten to hear a much more robust dis-
cussion of Democratic values and they have
decided the values that unite us are greater
than the issues that divide us.”

Foster was found appealing by many
Arlington Democrats when he was running
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The turnout was unimpressive, though
not poor, for the House of Delegates special
election that Rip Sullivan won August 19.

There have been seven special elections
this year to fill vacancies in the House of
Delegates and State Senate.

The best turnout was 25.6 percent in the
heavily contested race in southwest Virginia’s
coal country, where the GOP picked up what
had been a Democratic seat and gave the Re-
publicans a majority lock on the State Sen-
ate.  That election was held August 19, and
had a good turnout despite the August vaca-
tion challenge.

The worst turnout this year was 5.4 per-
cent in an African-American House district
in Norfolk where there was only a token Re-
publican effort and the Democrat won 80 per-
cent of the vote.  That election was also held
on August 19.

In the balloting where Rip Sullivan won

Democrats have definitively lost control
of the State Senate.

There were three elections to fill vacan-
cies in the General Assembly held August 19.

The most important was the one held in
the far southwest to fill the State Senate seat
of Democrat Phil Puckett.  That coal mining
area has shifted from solidly Democratic two
decades ago to heavily GOP today.

The Democratic nominee was a third
generation coal miner, Mike Hymes, who it
was hoped could stem the GOP tide.  He
couldn’t.  Republican Ben Chafin pulled down
just under 60 percent of the vote.

As recently as 1991, the GOP couldn’t
even find a candidate to run for an open seat
in that State Senate district.

With Chafin’s election, the Republicans
now control the state Senate 21-18.  Even if a
Democrat wins the one vacancy remaining open
(which is a near-certainty), the Republicans will
still keep control of the Senate 21-19.

Both parties went strongly for victory in
that open seat.  The final financial reports
haven’t yet been filed, but based on earlier
filings that showed near record fund-raising,
everyone expects that race to turn out to be
the most expensive General Assembly race
in Virginia history.

The other election held August 19 was
to fill a House of Delegates seat that opened
up in Norfolk when Del. Algie Howell re-
signed.  That is a heavily African-American
district and it was no surprise that Democrat
Joe Lindsey won with more than 80 percent.

The House of Delegates is now split 68-
32, with the GOP still maintaining a greater
than two-thirds majority.

Virginians may appear to be schizo-
phrenic voters.  They have given both cham-
bers in the General Assembly Republican
majorities and the U.S. House of Representa-
tives delegation is split 8-3 in the GOP’s fa-
vor.  But they have given all five statewide
offices to Democrats.

Look at that more closely:  The GOP has
a majority in the three areas where the draw-
ing of district maps can be done in a partisan
manner.  There are no redistricting games to
be played, however, with statewide offices,
where the Democrats reign.

in Arlington and Fairfax, 17.3 percent turned
out August 19.  Usually, Arlington shows a
larger turnout than elsewhere in the state, but
that was not true in this case—which might
be the impact of the vacation season.

Here are the turnout figures for special
elections this year.
Senate #38 25.6%

Coal country seat
House #100 25.0%

Eastern shore
Senate #6 22.5%

Ralph Northam seat
Senate #33 20.2%

Mark Herring seat
House #48 17.3%

Rip Sullivan seat
House #11 17.1%

Roanoke, solidly Dem
House #90   5.4%

Norfolk, solidly Dem

The election of Rip Sullivan to succeed
Bob Brink in the House of Delegates 48th Dis-
trict only involved one-quarter of Arlington’s
precincts, and that confused a number of vot-
ers.

Linda Lindberg, the Arlington County
registrar who runs elections in the county,
said, “All day long, we took calls from voters
not in the 48th confused about whether they
were voting or why their polling places were
closed.  Some even accused us of disenfran-
chising them.”

She said her office staff had put signs up
in precinct polling places adjacent to, but out-
side, the 48th House of Delegates District, ex-
plaining they weren’t in the 48th District.  “It
didn’t seem to help much,” she said.

continued from previous page

Turnout was unimpressive

State Senate
control gone
to coalfields

Rip-roaring victory
for the School Board, where issues have a lim-
ited range.  But voters may have taken a dif-
ferent view when the position was in the
House of Delegates, where the GOP is infa-
mous statewide for whacko policy stances and
unadulterated Tea Party positions.

Furthermore, Sullivan proved to be an

extremely skilled campaigner with a very ap-
pealing personality and an analytical approach
to policy issues.

But, still, the margin of 5,978 votes to
3,621 votes by which Sullivan won was a
stunning surprise.

His 62 per-
cent share of the
vote was the same
as that won by
President Obama
in the district in
2012, though it was
a little less than the
65 percent Terry
McAuliffe got in
the gubernatorial
election last fall.

The require-
ment that voters show a photo ID did not ap-
ply at this election.  The law took effect July
1, but since the election writ was signed June
30, the new law did not apply.  In this last
election under the old rules, there were only
seven provisional votes cast because the voter
could not establish his or her identity under
the old law requiring non-photo identification.
When those votes were cast, six went Demo-
cratic and one Republican.  The numbers were
small, but the Democratic bias was huge, sup-
porting GOP hopes that the requirement to
show identification at the polls cuts their way.

Some irked when
they couldn’t vote
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The Libertarian party and nine candi-
dates who are Libertarians or independents
have sued the Virginia State Board of Elec-
tions for never allowing anyone but a Repub-
lican or Democrat to get the first two slots on
the ballot.

They are asking the federal district court
to strike down Virginia’s law requiring the ma-
jor party candidates to be given the two top
spots on ballots.

The plaintiffs argue that the law violates
the 1st and 14th Amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution by favoring the election chances of
Democratic and Republican candidates at the
expense of Libertarian Party and independent
candidates.

The Rutherford Institute, a conservative
nonprofit legal organization, filed the suit in
the U.S. District Court of the Eastern District
of Virginia.

The complaint says that while it is obvi-
ous that, in any given election, some candi-
date must be listed first, and some candidate
listed last, “an electoral system that is de-
signed to ensure that a specific class of can-
didates always has a ballot position more fa-
vorable than other classes of candidates is
inherently unconstitutional.”

The Voice was unable to find any re-
search showing whether top-placed candi-
dates benefit from that placement.

Robert C. Sarvis, the Libertarian candi-

Third parties object to being shut out of
top spots on Virginia ballot each year

date for governor in 2013 and one the plain-
tiffs in the suit, has repeatedly complained
about the ballot process for third-party can-
didates. It not only confines these candidates
to third or lower on the ballot, but also re-
quires them to submit 10,000 valid signatures
from registered Virginia voters, including 400
from each of the state’s 11 congressional dis-
tricts, to qualify to run for statewide office, a
requirement not levied on Republican and
Democratic nominees.

Charles E. Judd, chairman of the State
Elections Board (SBE), said the board is only
adhering to the law.  “Current law says that
the two major parties get first and second
place on the ballot by drawing, followed by
independents and other candidates,” he told
the Richmond Times-Dispatch. “We can’t
change the law.”

John W. Whitehead, president of The Ru-
therford Institute, said in a statement that there
was a time in the nation’s history when “a
person’s vote counted for something more
than merely the illusion of participation” and
when the people’s referendum at the ballot
boxes brought about a change in the way gov-
ernment did business.

“That is no longer the case, thanks in
large part to a corrupt political establishment
that favors an elitist, two-party system whose
primary aim is to maintain the status quo,”
Whitehead said.

The SBE holds a drawing each year to
determine which major party will go first and
which second on the ballot.  This year, GOP
candidates got top spot.

On Messenger Day, about 400 volunteers
walk around their neighborhoods leaving cop-
ies of the Democratic Messenger on doorsteps
throughout the county.

The Messenger contains messages from
all our candidates running in the county, from
Congress to the School Board. It is our most
important and most effective Get Out the Vote
activity.

Routes normally take 1 1/2 hours to 2
hours to walk. There is no need to wait for
anyone at the front door. Deliverers just tuck
a copy under the door mat or inside the screen
door.

Most routes are flat and make for an easy
walk, but there are some routes in
hilly neighborhoods.

If you would like a pleasant outing, con-
tact your local precinct captain for a route. Or
notify Precinct Ops Chair Carol Fontein at
precinctops@arlingtondemocrats.org or  703-
203-2437.

The September Second Saturday Break-
fast will hear from Rip Sullivan, the newly-
elected delegate from northern Arlington.

The September 13 breakfast will start,
as usual, at 8:30
a.m. in the usual
place, the Busboys
and Poets in
Shirlington, with
the usual admoni-
tion that you bring
cash to clear the
bill.

Breakfast with Rip

Volunteers are
sought to get
out Messenger
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County Board candidate Alan Howze
has announced five new proposals for improv-
ing the regional streetcar project.

Howze said, “These ideas stem from
conversations I have had while knocking on
thousands of doors and talking with residents
all across Arlington. I am committed to being
responsive to community input and to find-
ing innovative ways to improve the street-
car—and our community.”

Howze reiterated his support for creat-
ing a modern streetcar system to link Fairfax,
Arlington and Alexandria and his support for
a public referendum on the streetcar.

In introducing his proposals, Howze
said, “The streetcar has been used as a wedge
issue by those who seek political gain by di-
viding our community.  Rather than use the
streetcar to score political points, let’s focus
on responding to community questions and
using innovation to make the planned street-
car even better.”

Howze said, “This once-in-a-generation
investment will have a positive effect on our
community for decades to come.”

He then outlined his five proposals:
1. Require timely construction as part of the
contract.  Speed and accountability in gov-
ernment matters. Timely construction should
be a key contract requirement. This will mini-
mize disruption, protect taxpayers, and accel-
erate the benefits from the streetcar.
2. Create a small business contingency plan
to support small businesses affected by street-

car construction.
3. Create a business and residents advisory
council to ensure community issues that arise
during construction are dealt with in a timely
manner.
4. Examine the feasibility of using street-
cars that can run without wires for sections of
the streetcar line to reduce the use of over-
head wires.
5. Secure 100 percent renewable energy
power supply for the streetcar. This would
ensure that the streetcar is a zero emissions
system.

Howze said, “Our community has seen
this debate before. In the 1960s, opponents
of Metro claimed that buses down Wilson
Boulevard would work just as well, and called
the Metro ‘gold-plated’ and overbuilt. More
recently, opponents of the Silver Line pro-
posed more buses instead of extending Metro.
For 50 years, transit opponents have used the
call for more buses to attempt to block the
expansion of rail transit.”

The streetcar will use dedicated trans-
portation funding from local, state and re-
gional sources that do not draw on Arlington’s
funding for schools, police or human services.
As with Metro, the streetcar will spur eco-
nomic growth, and generate new tax revenue
to support our rapidly growing schools.

Howze said, “I was among the first to
call for a public referendum of the project
because I know with a public vote we can fi-
nally put these efforts to divide our commu-

HOWZE

Howze outlines his streetcar proposals

nity behind us.”
Howze concluded, “I am committed to

responsible solutions, and that means a street-
car that works for the needs of our residents,
today, tomorrow and for decades to
come. My opponent is only interested in us-
ing the streetcar to drive his political agenda.
It is time to lead Arlington, not divide it.”

Senator Mark Warner has agreed to
make a total of seven appearances with his
GOP challenger, Ed Gillespie, during the fall
campaign, despite being comfortably ahead
in all the polls.

Incumbents with a solid
lead before Labor Day usually
just stiff-arm their challengers
and decline to give them the
megaphone of a shared plat-
form.  But Warner has chosen
not to do so.

The two had a televised
debate in July and Warner has
agreed to two more—one on
Tuesday, October 7, in Fairfax
County and the other on Mon-
day, October 13. in Richmond.

They have also agreed on four joint ap-

pearances—two in Northern Virginia in Sep-
tember, one in Danville in October and an-
other whose date and location are yet to be
determined.

Gillespie was a surprise
“big name” the GOP recruited to
run against Warner and many
have expected Gillespie to make
the race a real challenge.  But so
far Warner has maintained both
a double-digit lead in polls and a
substantial lead in fundraising.

Four polls taken this
summer show Warner with leads
of 10, 17, 23 and 25 percentage
points—an average 19-point
lead.

As of June 30, financial
reports to the Federal Election Commission

show Warner had collected $9.8 million this
election cycle and had $8.9 million on hand.
Gillespie collected $4.2 million and had $3.1
million on hand, or barely more than one-third
of what Warner had on hand.

Gillespie brought out his first television
ad in late August, a biographical piece that
touts a humble background as the son of an
Irish immigrant who worked in his parents’
grocery store and got his first outside job as a
parking lot attendant.

Warner’s campaign jumped on the ad, ask-
ing why it ignored Gillespie’s career history as
a Washington lobbyist and GOP political
axman.  Warner spokesman David Turner said,
“Ed Gillespie’s ad attempts to hide the fact that
he has spent his entire career working as a par-
tisan operative and a top Washington lobbyist
for companies like Enron.”

Warner agrees to more debates with GOP
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The state is investigating an apparent
case of voter fraud in Fairfax County—just
what the GOP has been warning about in re-
cent years.

Fairfax officials compared the list of
people who voted there in 2012 with those
who voted in Maryland in 2012.  It appears
that 17 Fairfax voters also cast ballots across
the river in Maryland.

All across the country, the GOP has been
screaming about voter fraud and demanding
tighter identification rules for voters—as a
result of which, Virginia now requires voters
to show a photo ID.

But Brian Schoeneman, the secretary of
the Fairfax County elections board (and a
Republican), notes that the photo ID law
would not have done anything to stop the voter
fraud just unearthed in Fairfax.

The photo ID law is intended to stop
people who claim to be someone else from
voting.  But the 17 double voters do not ap-
pear to be claiming to be anyone else, just
themselves in two different jurisdictions.  The
photo ID requirement wouldn’t have pre-
vented that.

Schoeneman said, “This is the most com-
mon vector for voting fraud.  They are regis-
tered voters and they are who they said they
are.”

Various studies over the decades have
found very little voting fraud.  The main va-
riety that turns up is people who move across
town, discover on Election Day that they for-
got to update their registration, and then drive
back to their old precinct to vote.

One unanswered question prompted by
the Fairfax study is why anyone would want
to vote twice in two different states.  Henry
Chambers, a University of Richmond law pro-
fessor, said that seems to be a lot of work with
very little impact.  Fairfax County has 700,000
registered voters, so the 17 double dippers
amount to 0.002 percent (two-thousandths of
1 percent) of the registration list.

House Speaker William Howell and
House Republican Leader Kirk Cox issued a
joint statement saying that if the allegations
of the 17 double dippers turned out to be true,
it “could undermine the integrity of our elec-
toral processes.”

Many in the GOP assert that voting fraud
is a great Democratic conspiracy.  Virginia
doesn’t have registration by party, but Mary-
land does.  Of the 17 double dippers, eight
did not register for any party, five were Demo-
crats and three were Republicans.

Starting with the November election,

The Virginia State Board of Elections
(SBE) has voted to allow photo IDs that have
expired no more than 12 months before an
election to be used to establish identity at the
polls.

The SBE didn’t say how that would im-
pact the photo IDs it issues to voters, which
contain no expiration date.

The SBE, comprised of two Republicans
and one Democrat, originally voted to accept
expired photo IDs on the argument that the
point at the polls was to establish a person’s
identity, not whether he or she could legally
drive a car or travel abroad.

But Republican State Sen. Mark
Obenshain, who sponsored the bill requiring
a photo ID at the polls (and who lost the race
for state attorney general last fall), objected
and called on the SBE to review its decision.

The SBE then drafted a proposal to ac-
cept expired photo IDs only if they had ex-
pired within 30 days of an election.

The public was given an opportunity to
comment on the proposed change; 588 people
commented with remarks running 3.6-to-1
against eliminating expired IDs.

Kimberly Bowers, the sole Democratic

Voter fraud crops up in Fairfax County
voters in Arlington and all other Virginia ju-
risdictions must show a photo ID.  Accept-
able IDs include:
• Virginia driver’s license or DMV-issued
ID card.
• Any ID issued by the U.S. government,
Virginia state government or Virginia local
jurisdiction containing a photo, such as: pass-

port, military ID, naturalization certificate,
Arlington senior ID issued by Sheriff’s De-
partment.
• An employer ID with photo.
• A student ID card with a photograph is-
sued by a Virginia college or university.
• An ID card issued by the Arlington Of-
fice of Voter Registration.

member of the board, was unable to attend
but had previously opposed deeming expired
IDs invalid for voting purposes.

Bowers pointed out that the photo IDs
the SBE issues to voters requesting them do
not even have an expiration date.

Board Chairman Charles Judd supported
dropping all IDs expired for more than 30
days.  But the third SBE member, Donald
Palmer, argued for accepting photo IDs for a
year after expiration.  He noted that the Vir-
ginia Department of Motor Vehicles allows
motorists to renew their driver’s licenses up
to a year after expiration without having to
start the application process from scratch.
Judd then agreed to go along with that.

Hope Amezquita of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Virginia was not impressed
with the compromise.  “If the state’s purpose
of passing the [photo ID] law is to prove who
you are, an expiration date does not make
sense.”

Tram Nguyen, co-executive director of
Virginia New Majority, said about 300,000
Virginians—5 percent of those aged 18 or
older—lack an ID issued by the state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles.

Slightly expired IDs okayed


