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This year’s Chili Cookoff on Labor Day fea-
tured 23 chilis ranging from the very mild to nuclear
and from vegetarian to poultry to beef.

There probably should have been an award for
best name as a lot of effort went into finding an appro-
priate moniker, with entries ranging from Barbara
Kanninen’s vegetarian entry (chefed by Laura Broth-
ers) “Too Cool for School,” on to the entry from Moms
Demand Action for Gun Sense in America (chefed by
Honora Price-Laszlo) titled #GunSense (Loaded With
Flavor Only) and ending up with Del. Alfonso Lopez’s
(self-chefed) Melting Pot Chili and Commissioner of
Revenue Ingrid Morroy’s (chefed by Stephanie Dix
Clifford) “Taxes Chili.”

Beyond the chili, there was also pie—as in the
pie-eating contest.  Contestants could not use their
hands or any utensils.  It was strictly in-your-face.

The pies were baked by Stephanie Dix Clifford
and weighed before and after the 90-second con-
sumption period.

The winner hands-down and tongue-up was
Bowen Shuttleworth, a seventh grader at
Williamsburg Middle School and son of former
congressional candidate Bruce Shuttleworth.

Bowen downed 15.9 ounces of pie—just shy
of a pound—in his 90 seconds, beating out Jarrod
Nagurka, who was Rip Sullivan’s campaign man-
ager and who consumed a paltry 14.1 ounces.

There’s no need to wait around til November
to cast your vote—you can do it right now.

Early voting began in Arlington back on Sep-
tember 19.  It continues every weekday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

In addition, there will be evening voting on
two Thursdays, October 23 and 30, until 7 p.m.  And
there will be Saturday balloting October 25 and
November 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

But note there is no early voting on the Mon-
day before Election Day.  The county staff will be
kept busy that day setting up the 52 polling stations
all around the county.

Early voting is technically called absentee vot-
ing in person, to distinguish it from absentee voting
by mail.  It takes place at the Registrar’s Office on
the Third Floor of the County Building, 2100
Clarendon Blvd.

The registrar encourages early voting to reduce

One observer was heard to comment, “I
thought Bowen was going to eat the pie tin, too.”

The only elected official who could be induced
to try his hand and face in this contest was Clerk of
the Circuit Court Paul Ferguson.  He finished next-
to-last with a mere 7.2 ounces consumed.  He was
overheard saying he would probably wait until there
is a seniors’ division before he tries again.

congestion at the polls on Election Day.
It is also helpful because you may be ill on

Election Day, face a crunch at the office or be called
out of town.  Furthermore, every year when there’s
not a presidential race or some very controversial
contest, ACDC hears from voters who didn’t re-
member Election Day until the morning after when
they pick up The Washington Post and see the re-
sults.

You are eligible to vote early if you anticipate
being out of the county at any time on Election Day.
You don’t have to go to Bhutan; you can just be
planning to have lunch in Falls Church.

Just tell the clerks you expect to be out of
the county on Election Day and they will show
you the box to check on the form that takes about
30 seconds to complete.  Then you vote on the
same electronic ballot machine used on Election
Day.

Beat the rush and vote early

Lots to choose at Chili Cookoff

State Senator Barbara Favola has been elected
secretary of the Senate Democratic Caucus.

Favola succeeds State Sen. Louise Lucas of
Portsmouth, who was elected treasurer to succeed
former State Sen. Henry Marsh, who retired from
the Senate and was appointed by Gov. Terry
McAuliffe to the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol (ABC) Board.

Remaining as chair of the 20-member Demo-
cratic Caucus is Sen. Dick Saslaw of Fairfax. Sen.
Donald McEachin of Henrico remains as vice chair.

The leadership thus consists of two members
from Northern Virginia, one from Hampton Roads
and one from the Capital Region.

Favola now a
Senate leader

Four weeks to go!
And there is lots you
can do to seal up a
Democratic victory

Canvassing

Phone
banking

Distributing lit

And lots more!

Check out Page Five
for a dozen different
ways YOU can make

a difference
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Last weekend, more than 300,000 people
took to the streets of New York to march for
action to reduce climate change. This comes
after the hottest August the world has ever
experienced. With daily news reports filled
with stories of droughts, floods and forest
fires, the time for action has arrived. Actu-
ally, that moment arrived decades ago and
now it’s time for radical action.

Naomi Klein argues in her wonderful
new book, This Changes Everything, that tak-
ing on climate change can and should trans-
form our politics. She’s right. We need to ag-
gressively reduce emissions and switch to al-
ternative energies.

Arlington has been a leader in taking
local action to address global warming. Jay
Fisette led the creation of Arlington’s Com-
munity Energy Plan and Clerk of the Court
Paul Ferguson, when he was on the County
Board, spearheaded the Arlington Initiative
to Reduce Emissions in 2007 (now Rethink
Energy), which led to a 10 percent reduction
in emissions. However, we cannot afford to
be content with our success to date. We must
keep electing leaders who are committed to

meaningful action on climate change.
This year we are lucky to have a Demo-

cratic ticket united from the U.S. Senate to
the School Board that cares deeply about re-
newable energy. Senator Mark Warner
wants “to spur the development of offshore
wind energy, tax provisions to make wind and
solar projects more affordable and . . . encour-
age the U.S. military to continue developing
alternative fuel sources.” These are a set of
sensible climate-friendly policies that have a
chance of breaking Republican filibusters,
especially given Warner’s commitment to
bringing people together.

Democratic Congressional nominee Don
Beyer has been one of the most forceful and
thoughtful advocates for climate action we
have running for Congress. Beyer is calling
for a carbon tax that “must include invest-
ments in clean energy and in energy effi-
ciency, as well as protections for low-income
households.... This is the single most impor-
tant issue of our time, and we need to act now.
We owe it to future generations.” He is crys-
tal clear about the urgency of this issue and
he will do everything he can to get legislation

to this end through Congress.
The sad truth, however, is that the Re-

publican Party is in thrall to a Tea-Party ide-
ology in both Washington and Richmond with
enormous power to obstruct any progress on
climate action. In the United States, the most
promising climate action is often at the local
level. This is why it is critical for us to elect
our Democratic County Board nominee Alan
Howze.

 Alan got his start in politics through
environmental activism and has a strong set
of proposals that will help reduce Arlington’s
carbon footprint. He has called for combat-
ing climate change locally by supporting poli-
cies to make it easier to buy and install solar
panels in Arlington, by promoting energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy for our com-
mercial and county buildings, advocating for
“Green Tech” companies and policies that
encourage innovation to reduce energy use
throughout the community and investing in
mass transit, including the streetcar.

He has spoken about making our com-
munity more resilient and protecting
Arlington’s infrastructure, such as our water-
treatment plant from a Hurricane Sandy-type
storm surge. Alan will never support fracking
in George Washington National Park.
Howze’s forward thinking for Arlington will
truly make us a more walkable, livable, and
sustainable community—so we can do our
part to reduce global warming.

Working together, Warner, Beyer and
Howze will lead the fight to address climate
change and protect our community.

Climate call to action

Senator Mark Warner will attend
October’s Second Saturday Breakfast.

The breakfasts are held at the Busboys
and Poets in Shirlington be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m.  This
month’s second Saturday
is October 11.

You are
asked to bring
cash to pay for
your meal.

2nd Sat Breakfast
with Mark Warner



ACDC Voice, October 2014, Page 3

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, October 1, at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson

Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

This will be our last monthly meeting before Elec-

tion Day, so the focus will be entirely on the campaign.

The candidates will present their “closing arguments”

and then we will go to volunteer stations to go over

the outstanding Messenger routes that still require de-

livery, as well canvassing shifts, phone bank opera-

tions and topics for letters to the editor.

Sen. Tim Kaine has warned Congress
that it is effectively adopting the “Cheney doc-
trine” of pre-emptive warfare if it continues
to duck the issue of voting on the use of US
military power in Iraq and Syria.

“The president has indicated that these
missions are justified by the 2001 and 2002
authorizations by Congress [that were used
to justify the invasion of Iraq in 2003]. I think
that this argument is an extremely creative
stretch by some extremely creative lawyers,”
Kaine said in a speech just hours after the first
airstrikes were launched in Syria.

Congress authorized the administration
to equip and train Syrian rebel forces, but it
has not authorized the use of US combat
forces, either ground or air. The Obama Ad-
ministration is now relying on the 2001 con-
gressional resolution that authorizes the use
of U.S. armed forces against those responsible
for the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

“ISIL did not perpetrate the attacks of 9/
11,” Kaine said. “ISIL was not formed until
after 9/11. Calling ISIL a perpetrator of the 9/
11 attacks is to basically torture the English
language, and I would view it as essentially
falling back into pre-emptive warfare that
Congress rejected.”

Kaine has introduced legislation that
would authorize airstrikes but prohibit the use
of U.S. ground combat troops except for res-
cues or “limited operations.” His proposal,
one of a handful submitted by legislators,
would end military action in a year unless
Congress renewed the authorization.

Kaine said lawmakers’ unwillingness to
take on tough issues like military action
against the Islamic State is at the root of why
Americans think poorly of Congress.

“I would argue that—in the big picture—
the major reason that the approval rating of
Congress is so low is a belief that we too eas-
ily abdicate responsibility,” Kaine said. The
same legislators who can’t agree on an an-
nual budget or a long-term source for high-
way funding are unwilling to meet their re-
sponsibility for “the most somber thing that
we do,” he argued.

“Don’t ask service members to risk their
lives if there’s not a political consensus that the
mission is worth it,” he said. “What right do we
have to ask that sacrifice of anyone if we aren’t
willing to have that tough debate ... and stand
before our public and say ‘yes’ or ‘no’?”

“The president shouldn’t be doing this
without Congress,” he said. “The initiation
for military action must come from Congress;
the Constitution is very clear on that.”

The framers understood clearly that the
president as commander in chief had the
power to defend the nation immediately if it
were attacked, especially if Congress were in
recess, Kaine said. However, without sanc-
tion by Congress, he said, the president can-
not go beyond that elemental act of respond-
ing to a direct attack on the United States.

The administration has even said it does
not believe the Islamic State has any thought
of attacking the United States.

Kaine’s legislation would authorize air
attacks on the Islamic State, but no one else.
However, the administration air raids on Syria
not only struck Islamic State sites, but also
those of the Khorasan Group, an Al-Qaeda
affiliate the administration does believe is
plotting attacks on the United States.

Kaine’s legislation states:
“The President is authorized, as part of

a multinational coalition,... to use all neces-
sary and appropriate force to participate in a
campaign of airstrikes in Iraq, and, if the
President deems necessary, in Syria, to de-
grade and defeat ISIL; and to provide mili-
tary equipment and training to forces fight-
ing ISIL in Iraq or Syria....

“The authorization ... does not include
the use of United States ground combat
forces, except ... as necessary for the protec-
tion or rescue of members of the United States
Armed Forces or United States citizens from
imminent danger posed by ISIL, or for lim-
ited operations against high value targets.”

Kaine warns
Congress about
ducking war
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New Youngest Dem:   Former lieutenant governor candidate and first chief technol-
ogy officer of the United States, appointed by President Obama, Aneesh Chopra
and wife Rohini, along with daughters Naya and Devan, have welcomed baby
brother Shaylen Blake into the family.  Aneesh expects his Dadurdays to be even
busier now.

Award winners:   It isn’t just Arlington Dems who have a sweet tooth for desserts
prepared by Stephanie Dix Clifford that grace many a table at many Democratic
events.  At this year’s County Fair, she was among the award winners—and we
noticed that the judges ate more of her entry than they did of the other pies!  Over
in the garden plot, Peter Fallon won awards for his green thumb with nandina,
aukuba and basil.  (Go get your dictionary.)  Little Alexandra Fallon showed she
has inherited dad’s green thumb as she pulled down a ribbon for her mint tea
leaves.

Ooops moment:  Senator Tim Kaine just got tripped up by his own geography test.
While visiting the Cumberland Gap in the far, far, far southwestern tip of the
commonwealth, he said the Gap is closer to eight state capitals than it is to
Richmond and challenged Virginians to name them.  PolitiFact Virginia, which
commonly calls politicians on their factual missteps, decided to check on Kaine’s
claim.  It reported there are NINE state capitals closer to the Cumberland Gap than
to Richmond.  Kaine missed Montgomery, Alabama.  PolitiFact Virginia gave
Kaine a B+ on his own quiz.

More work:   The ACDC List Lady, Carrie Johnson, who maintains all our lists of
volunteers and contributors, has found time to serve for years on Arlington’s
Planning Commission.  And now the County Board has named her to lead a
working group investigating the option of building a new elementary school next
to the Thomas Jefferson Middle School.  Also named to the 20-person panel are
Stacey Whyte, ACDC’s vice chair, and Greg Greeley, former candidate for
School Board member endorsement.

Gambling record:   We’re guessing you would never suspect that the retail outlet
selling the most lottery tickets in the entire commonwealth is located right here in
Arlington.  That’s right.  The top shop for ticket sales in the July 2013-June 2014
fiscal year was the K-1 Dairy Store at 2516 Columbia Pike.  And it’s way ahead,
with 12 percent more sales than the Number Two store down in Midlothian.

Doubly hip:   We reported last month that Commish of Revenue Ingrid Morroy had a
hip replacement in August.  Now, to balance things out, she will have the other hip
replaced in October.  She’s undergoing a new surgical technique that enters
through the front rather than the backside and is much less intrusive.  As a result,
Ingrid went into the hospital early one morning and was home for dinner that
evening.  She has been walking with a cane, but told the Sun-Gazette that’s to
support the hip that remains to be replaced and not her new hip, which is doing
quite well.

Keeping the records:   One of the precinct captains in Marshall, Paul Carver, is
helping set up the new Civic Resource Center in Wisconsin that is named after and
contains two million pages of files from the office of retired Rep. Dave Obey of
Wisconsin.  Carver was Obey’s legislative director for 28 years before Obey
retired in 2011.  London-born Paul is a professor at Virginia Tech’s national capital
region operation.  He is best known around Arlington for his one-man effort to
drum up absentee voters in 2012 by spending many an afternoon in the Courthouse
area handing out materials and corralling voters.

Former Senator Jim Webb says he is se-
riously contemplating a run for president in
2016.

“I am seriously looking at the possibil-
ity of running for president, but we want to
see if there’s a support base from people who
would support the programs that we are in-
terested in pursuing,” he said in an appear-
ance at the National Press Club in Washing-
ton.

Webb said he has been involved in dis-
cussions “among people that I respect and
trust about the future of the country” and that
he will continue having such discussions over
the next four or five months.

“We’re taking a hard look, and we’ll get
back to you in a few months.”

In his speech, Webb stressed his concerns
about economic inequality and said this “so-
cietal dislocation” is taking place while the
country’s foreign policy is “adrift.”  Webb
said, “Our foreign policy has become a
tangled mess in many cases of what can only
be called situational ethics.”

A run for the Democratic presidential
nomination would likely put Webb in com-
petition with Hillary Clinton. Webb declined
to say how much of the foreign policy he con-
sidered a “mess” is attributable to the former
secretary of state.

“I’m not here to undermine her,” Webb
said. “I’m here just to explain where my con-
cerns are as someone who has been involved
in the military and foreign policy all of my life.”

Webb is the author of 10 books.  He has
alternated stints in public service and as a

writer.
He is a lawyer,

and served as a com-
mittee counsel in
Congress. He served
as an assistant secre-
tary of defense and as
secretary of the Navy
during the Reagan
Administration.  He
served as one of
Virginia’s senators
from 2007 to 2013.
And he has worked as
a filmmaker and jour-
nalist.

Webb mulls
run for prez
nomination
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Election Day is just a month away and there is a lot to be
done in that time.  Here is a list of some of the activities that
need volunteers.  Look them over and then phone or email

the contact for the one that interests you the most.

1. Call Senior Voters: We call senior voters to make sure that they
have a ride to go vote (either on election day or early), and to make
sure that they have a photo ID, which is the new requirement starting
with the upcoming November election. You can make the calls from
home; you’re not calling to fundraise or promote a specific candidate
but rather to offer them a service so most people are very happy to
hear from you. It’s better to make these calls during the daytime, early
evening or weekends, and we can send you the script and phone num-
bers so you can do it at your leisure. Contact Cragg Hines at
CraggHines@aol.com.

2. Drive people to the polls either on Election Day or for Early
Voting: If you can drive people needing help to get to the polls, we
can definitely use your assistance. All you need is a car.  Early vot-
ing (described on Page One of The Voice this month) is
held weekdays during business hours as well as on
two Saturdays.  It’s a wonderful volunteer oppor-
tunity and the hours during October are very
flexible. Contact Nancy Pilchen at
Nancy.Pilchen@gmail.com or Sue Walton at
Suebob212@gmail.com if you can drive in
October. Contact Mary Byrne at
marybyrne1@mac.com if you can help on
Election Day sometime between 6 a.m. to 7
p.m.

3. Help out at a local festival:  There’s one
just about every weekend.  The Afghan Festival
is next on October 5: Sign up for a shift and hand
out literature, help register voters and generally pro-
vide visibility for the Democratic slate. If you can help,
contact Steve Baker at SWBaker12@gmail.com.

4. Deliver Messengers:  That’s our Arlington Dems annual tabloid
that we deliver to every doorstep in the county.  Most were delivered
in September.  But there are a few orphan routes remaining.  The
routes are easily walked and take about an hour and a half.  You just
leave a copy under the doormat or behind the screen door.  Great
family activity—the kids love running up to each stoop.  Contact Carol
Fontain at CFontain@me.com.

5. Help put up median signs:  They go up on median strips all over
the county Friday evening, October. 4 and Saturday, October. 5. You
don’t need to have a vehicle for this job.  If you don’t have one, we’ll
pair you up with someone who does. If you do have a vehicle, we’ll
pair you with a non-driver. Contact Steve Baker at
SWBaker12@gmail.com.

6. Help at our second Gold Card event: A Toast to Charlene
Bickford, Volunteer Extraordinaire:  The event itself is October 5
from 4-7 p.m. with set-up earlier that day. We hold three big social/
fundraisers to pay for our Joint Campaign materials. The first one
was a Labor Day Chili Cookoff (mark your calendars for next year!)
This one is a reception honoring a long time Arlington Democrat. If
you’re available that day to help either set up, work the event or help
with clean up, contact Stacey Whyte at KandSWhyte@gmail.com.

7. Help at our Third (and final) Gold Card Event: Golden Gala:
That’s being held Friday, October 17, from 7-9 p.m. with set-up ear-
lier. If you’re available that day to help either set up, work the event,
or help with clean up, contact Stephanie Dix Clifford at
sdixclifford@gmail.com.

8. Help staff a table at a farmers market: We hand out literature at
the various Farmers Markets around Arlington:
Clarendon, Wednesdays 3-7 p.m.

Ballston, Thursdays 3-7 p.m.
Courthouse, Saturdays 8 a.m.-noon

Columbia Pike, Sundays 9 a.m-1 p.m.
If you can help at one of the markets contact Steve

Baker at  SWBaker12@gmail.com

CANVASSING & PHONE BANKING:

1. Phone Banking for Don Beyer running
to succeed retiring Congressman Jim
Moran:  The Arlington County Democratic
Committee (ACDC) is now located at 2001

Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 604, in the heart of
Crystal City. We are on the Blue Line and also

have free underground parking in the evenings.
Come check us out TUESDAYS from 5:30-8:30

p.m. when we are phone banking for Don Beyer.

2. Phone banking for Mark Warner, running for re-election to the
U.S. Senate.  We do this all WEDNESDAYS from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
at his campaign headquarters, 2034 Eisenhower Ave #222 in Alexan-
dria.

3. Canvassing: We are canvassing virtually every SUNDAY from
1-3 p.m. for the Joint Campaign (that is, all six Democratic candi-
dates on the ballot this November).  Canvassing starts at the home of
Ingrid Morroy and Jerry Botland at 601 South Pollard St. Contact
Charley Conrad at CharleyConrad@gmail.com.

4. Canvassing Take 2: If for some reason the canvassing above
doesn’t work for you, the Warner campaign has canvass locations all
over Arlington, mostly on weekends. Contact Jeff Allen at
Jeff.allen@vavictory2014.org or Fernando Mercado-Violand at
fernando@vavictory2014.org.

Here are some things you can easily

do to help out in this campaign
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Here’s another election to add to your list—an
ACDC volunteer preparing to run for a seat in Britain’s
House of Commons.

Many Arlingtonians met Sonia Klein earlier this
year as she helped out on a number of volunteer
taskings.  She has now hurried home to Wales to seek
the Labor Party nomination to be an MP from the con-
stituency (Brit for election district) of Swansea East.

Make that “Labour Party.”
This will be her second try.
In the last election in 2010, she was the Labour

Party candidate for a constituency in London.  She was
challenging an incumbent Conservative and came in
second in the worse election for Labour in a 100 years.

Sonia was only recently elected by ACDC as the
new vice chair of Precinct Operations.

The opening of the seat in Swansea East came as
a surprise. The incumbent is Sian James of the Labour
Party.  She won easily in 2010.  In a six-person race,
she got an absolute majority of 51 percent and beat
out the second-placed candidate by a whopping 33 per-
centage points.

Jones announced in early September that she
would not run for re-election and Sonia had just a few
days to decide if she wanted to enter the race.  She
decided to do so and headed home for the contest.

There are no primaries in Britain.  But the dues-
paying members of the constituency party—all 210
of them—get to vote for the Swansea East nominee
October 25.

Regardless of the outcome, Sonia then plans to
fly back to Arlington to help out with the final week
of the Arlington election campaign.  Since she’s been
working one election per month all this year, that should be an easy task for her!

The Labour Party leadership has said it is reserving Swansea East for a woman and is
only accepting female candidates.

The general election for the House of Commons is expected to be held next May.  If
Sonia wins the nomination, she plans to spend those intervening months commuting back
and forth across the pond as her family remains here.

As East Swansea is a solid Labour bastion, the Labour nominee is an almost certain
winner.  Then her family would all move to Wales.

The South Wales Evening Post described the constituency as one of the “safest Welsh
seats” for Labour.  A Labourite has held the seat continuously since 1922!

If you want to follow the party election, drop by the Labour constituency office Octo-
ber 25.  Here’s the address:  485 Llangyfelach Road, Brynhyfryd, Swansea.  Just tell that to
your taxi driver.

In the United States, the Constitution requires that congressmen live in the state, but
not the district, they represent.  However, tradition calls for members of Congress to be
residents of the district they are running in.  In Britain, however, there is no such residency
rule or tradition and it is quite common for candidates to run far from where they have been
living.

Sonia was born in the London borough of Tower Hamlets, which is where the Tower of
London is located.

Another election for Arlington in October
—but this vote’s being counted in Wales

WALES — These are the districts
for MPs in Wales.  The red area in
the far south is Swansea East.

SONIA KLEIN
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Almost 5 percent of the registered vot-
ers in Arlington County do not hold driver’s
licenses or other identification issued by the
state’s Department of Motor Vehicles.

This gives some perspective on the scale
of the problem posed by the new state require-
ment that voters must show a photo ID card
before they can vote starting this November.

The State Board of Elections (SBE)
made a computer run comparing its registra-
tion list against the list of photo IDs issued
by the DMV.

The result was that as of September 26,
a total of 198,902 “active” voters in Virginia
did not have a DMV photo ID.  (That could
be either a driver’s license or an ID card is-
sued to non-drivers.)

Statewide that means that 4.1 percent of
the state’s 4,851,310 “active” voters do not
have a DMV-issued ID card.

In Arlington 6,817 or 4.9 percent of the
county’s 139,995 “active” voters lack a DMV-
issued ID card.

There are a few points relevant to this
statistic.  First, some of those people without
DMV-issued cards may have other forms of
photo ID that are valid at the polls, such as a
passport, a student ID from a state college in
Virginia, a concealed carry permit, or a photo
ID issued to employees.

Second, this statistic applies to those who
are registered and therefore already qualified
to vote.  It isn’t 4.9 percent of those over age

Almost 5 percent of Arlington’s voters
lack a driver’s license to show at polls

18;  it is 4.9 percent of those who have gone
to the trouble of registering and are “active”
voters, meaning they have actually voted in
recent years.

Arlington’s numbers without a DMV-is-
sued ID are probably higher than the state
average because the Metro, the bikeability in
the Metro corridor and the county’s attraction
to 20-somethings means there are more non-
drivers in Arlington than in many other juris-
dictions in the commonwealth.

Other major categories assumed to lack
photo IDs in large numbers are the poor who
lack cars and senior citizens who no longer
qualify to drive because of eyesight or other
medical problems.

The fact that one-in-20 of Arlington’s
active voters lack the most common form of
photo ID puts a premium on making photo
IDs available to them.  The state has autho-
rized voter registrars in each of the state’s 133
cities and counties to issued photo IDs.  So
far, however, only 1,083 such photo IDs have
been issued statewide, or just 0.54 percent of
the active voters in the commonwealth who
lack a DMV-issued photo ID.

As it stands, almost 5 percent of the ac-
tive voters in Arlington—one of the most sol-
idly Democratic jurisdictions in the common-
wealth—will likely not be able to cast a bal-
lot come this November.

In an effort to deal with the problem, the
SBE said it sent out letters last week to 86,000

active voters without DMV-issued IDs in-
forming them of the new law, explaining what
other IDs are valid and telling them how they
can get a free voter ID from the state.

A total of 34 states—mostly those under
GOP control—have enacted laws in recent
years requiring some form of ID at the polls.
Virginia has one of the strictest, though not
the strictest, law.  A few states, for example,
do not allow student photo IDs or employer
issued photo IDs to be used.

A voter who arrives at the polls without a
valid photo ID will be allowed to cast a “pro-
visional ballot,” which will not be counted elec-
tion night.  For that ballot to be counted at all,
the voter must go to the local registrar and
present a valid photo ID by noon on the Friday
following the election, giving them 2 1/2 days
in which to apply for and receive a photo ID.

The GOP has been actively pushing the
photo ID requirement all over the country on
the argument that it is required to stop voter
fraud.  But numerous studies over the decades
show very little voter fraud—and most of the
cases that have been prosecuted would not
have been prevented by the photo ID require-
ment because they did not involve a voter
misrepresenting his identity.

In addition to the photo ID requirement,
the GOP in many states has sought to restrict
early voting hours in a further effort to sup-
press voter turnout.

(Editor’s Note:  The Washington Post
carried a story Sept. 26 saying that 457,931
Virginia voters lack a DMV-issued ID.  It later
“corrected” that to “almost 100,000.”  Hours
later, the SBE issued its statement that
198,902 active voters lacked such IDs.)
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A new poll shows the Senate race tight-
ening up in September with Sen. Mark
Warner’s lead cut to nine points.

The poll, taken by Quinnipiac Univer-
sity, also shows more than half those polled
saying President Obama is not a factor in their
decision on whom to vote for as senator, thus
undercutting the key campaign argument be-
ing hawked by GOP challenger Ed Gillespie,
who has spent months trying to paint Warner
as Obama’s left arm.

The poll showed Warner with 48 percent
support to 39 percent for Gillespie and 6 per-
cent for Robert Sarvis, the Libertarian candi-
date, and the remaining seven percent unde-
cided.

Fifty-five percent of those surveyed said
the president is not a factor in deciding who
should be their senator.  Almost a third said
their Senate vote is a strike against Obama,
but that is less than the support Gillespie cur-
rently has.  Eleven percent said their vote is
in support of President Obama.

The previous Quinnipiac Poll had
Warner ahead in March by 15 points—46 per-
cent to 31 percent.

Other September polls have shown
Warner with a much greater lead.  For ex-
ample, a Christopher Newport University Poll
showed Warner up by 22 percentage points
while a Roanoke College Poll showed him
up by 19 points and PPP put him up 13 points.

Furthermore, the Huffington Post’s
model that combines polls shows Warner lead-
ing 52 percnt to 35 percent or 17 points.  To
put the Quinnipiac Poll in perspective, it
shows Warner with the smallest lead of any
of the 15 (non-GOP) polls taken this year.
Even the one GOP poll shows Warner on top.

The Quinnipiac Poll shows only 1 per-
cent of declared Democrats going for
Gillespie while 15 percent of declared Repub-
licans support Warner.  Sarvis draws 3 per-
cent of declared Dems and 9 percent of de-
clared Republicans.

Gillespie’s core attack on Warner is to
assail the senator for his support of Obamacare
and paint Warner as an unquestioning sup-
porter of the president.  But PolitiFact Vir-
ginia looked at one of the key factual argu-
ments presented by Gillespie and rated it as
“Pants on Fire” or totally false.

Gillespie said in a debate with Warner:
“The Administration is slashing the Navy to
pay for more Obamacare.  There’s no two ways
about it when looking at their budget.”  He has
repeated the same point in other appearances.

But PolitiFact Virginia points out that the

Navy is funded by annual appropriations from
Congress while Obamacare is self-supporting
through separate taxes and Medicare.  In other
words, the Navy and Obamacare are paid for
by two separate and unlinked funding streams.
Cutting one does not provide more funds for
the other.

Furthermore, PolitiFact Virginia notes that
Congress has cut four of the five Navy bud-
gets proposed by Obama, so Congress is very
much complicit in the declining Navy budget.

Much media and insider attention fo-

At its September meeting, ACDC
adopted resolutions on the four bond referenda
that are on the November general election
ballot and on a proposed amendment to the
Virginia Constitution regarding real estate
taxes for survivors of service members killed
in action.

The County Board has placed on the bal-
lot four questions regarding whether it should
issue bonds to finance various capital projects
that are a part of its 10-year Capital Improve-
ment Plan.

ACDC’s Resolutions Committee con-
ducted an independent review of these pro-

posals and recommended that ACDC ask the
voters to vote YES on these four questions.
This borrowing would meet important needs
and would not jeopardize the county’s triple
AAA bond rating.

The Virginia Legislature has also proposed
an amendment to the state Constitution to pro-
vide real estate tax relief for the surviving
spouse of a service member killed in action.
At present, no such discretion is allowed by
the Constitution and this amendment is an ex-
tension of the 2010 amendment that provided
similar relief to veterans who became 100 per-
cent disabled from their military service.

ACDC backs bonds and
constitutional amendment

Warner lead narrows in Quinnipiac poll
cuses on debates between candidates, but Po-
litico raises a question about their impact.  It
points out that the first Warner-Gillespie de-
bate was livestreamed by PBS.  But not even
800 people tuned in.

The Virginia Public Access Project
(VPAP) looked at spending on the campaign
by outside groups.  It found the main group
spending so far on Warner’s benefit has been
the Virginia Progress PAC while the main
group spending on behalf of Gillespie has been
the National Rifle Association.

SENATE RACE — The NRA spends big bucks to aid Mark
Warner’s opponent and Warner’s lead in the polls narrows.
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So New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
thinks Arlington is a “soulless suburb”!  She
has her opinion.  But six days after word of it
came out, Arlington was named the third best
community in the United States in which to
live.  Take that Senator Gillibrand!

Livability.com evaluated more than
2,000 communities.  Every mid-sized com-
munity—defined as one with a population
between 20,000 and 350,000—was reviewed
using data points ranging from economics and
housing to education and health care.

The study said, “Arlington’s status on
this list can be traced largely to a decision
made back in the 1960s....  Arlington lobbied
to run the Metro underground and planned for
high-rise and high-density development
nearby.  The result is the Rosslyn-Ballston
Corridor that planners imagined as an ‘urban
village.’...  Together, its mix of retail, resi-
dential, government buildings and offices help

draw residents and businesses, but also help
support the more traditional suburban parts
of Arlington.”

It also quoted County Board Member
Mary Hynes as saying, ““We try to be in this
niche of innovation and creativity and forward
thinking, and that attracts business to us and
other institutions. We are a magnet for the 25-
to-35 year olds.”

Senator Gillibrand, a Democrat no less,
wrote of Arlington in a book published Sep-
tember 9.  She said she moved into Arlington
when she was first elected to Congress but
found it to be “a soulless suburb” and subse-
quently moved to Capitol Hill.

After The Washington Post reported on
her evaluation, she tweeted an apology:
“Sorry, Arlington, didn’t mean to hurt your
feelings.”

County Board Member Walter Tejada
had some fun at Gillibrand’s expense.  “I’m

“It’s time to meet our national responsi-
bility to bring millions of immigrants out of
the shadow economy,” Don Beyer reminded
concerned citizens and activists gathered at
the Arlington Young Democrats’ September
monthly meeting.

The case for action was painted plainly
during the long discussion, but the panel of

experts who
gathered there
were not hopeful
at the prospects
of reform pre-
sented by the
current situation
in Congress.

“This is why
we need people
like Don Beyer
representing us

in D.C.,” said AYD President Max Burns.
“He is the advocate we need on the Hill.”

In September, the Arlington Young
Democrats also held a Women’s Caucus
Brunch.  The brunch featured female elected
officials, candidates and hard-working activ-
ists. The discussion followed up on this “How
To Elect More Women” event and continued
the conversation about empowering women
and leveling the political playing field.

The Arlington Young Democrats and the
Virginia Young Democrats Health Policy Cau-
cus will be hosting a Health Policy Trivia
Night on October 8. The event is a fundraiser
to benefit the Arlington Free Clinic.

The Arlington Free Clinic has provided
medical care for low-income Arlington resi-
dents and is the only free medical safety net
for adults in the county. Because the Arling-
ton Free Clinic provides free care without re-
ceiving federal or county funding, fundraisers
like this are one of the best ways to ensure
that this organization is able to continue see-
ing patients who need care.

For a $50 donation, you can sponsor a
team as they test their knowledge of health
issues. All of the event’s proceeds are going
to the Arlington Free Clinic and the AYDs are
interested to see how all the teams stack up.

Beyer discusses immigration
issues with Arlington YDs

not sure what she was referring to.,” he told
the Post.  “Maybe somebody got in front of
her at the supermarket or something like that.”
He said Arlington is not an old-style suburb
built only for car travel, but is a walkable com-
munity.  And, the Post commented, “with all
that sole comes soul.”

Some of the top-ranked communities
might surprise you.  California placed three
communities on the list, which might not sur-
prise, but how about cities in Montana, Idaho
and Iowa.  Here is the Top Ten list, along with
their scores.
1—Madison, Wisconsin 705
2—Rochester, Minnesota 685
3—Arlington, Virginia 680
4—Boulder, Colorado 679
4—Palo Alto, California 679
6—Berkeley, California 672
7—Santa Clara, California 671
8—Missoula, Montana 668
9—Boise, Idaho 665
9—Iowa City, Iowa 665

The Voice went through the list of the
100 top places to live published on the
Livability.com website.  And, funny thing, but
not a single community in Gillibrand’s state
of New York made that list.

Looking into the soul of Arlington

SENATOR GILLIBRAND
. . . looking for some soul

Don
Beyer
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As expected, the Republican majority in
the State Senate has consolidated control over
that body by rejiggering committee member-
ship to give the GOP a throttlehold over the
most important committees.

With the election of a Republican to
replace Democrat Phil Puckett who re-
signed, the GOP now has a 21-18 majority.
The remaining vacancy was occupied by a
Democrat in an overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic district.  That seat will be filled in
November and will give the GOP a 21-19
majority.

The changes came on a voice vote in late
September.  As a result, Gov. Terry McAuliffe
will likely have an even tougher time than cur-
rently. And advocates for a woman’s right to
choose lost control of one of their key bas-
tions.

The most dramatic change was the re-
moval of seven Democrats from the Finance
Committee, which writes the Senate’s version
of the budget as well as state tax laws, tasks
that are split between two committees in the
House of Delegates.

After Ralph Northam became lieutenant
governor in January and shifted control to
Democrats, a Democratic shuffle turned the
Finance Committee into an 11-6 Democratic
majority panel. The GOP’s September re-re-
shuffle dropped seven Democrats and added
three Republicans and one Democrat. The
committee now stands at 10 Republicans to
five Democrats.

In another change: the Commerce and
Labor Committee, which handles legislation
involving the big-money donors from banks,
insurers and utilities, shifts from a 9-7 Demo-

cratic majority to an 11-3 GOP majority.
Commerce gets a new chair, Sen.  John
Watkins of Powhatan, who was one of three
GOP supporters of  Medicaid expansion that
the House of Delegates rejected.

Education and Health, which is a cen-
tral player in Medicaid and abortion contro-
versies, is now an 8-7 GOP majority. It had
been a 9-6 Democratic majority.

The biggest change is at Rules, the state
Senate’s traffic cop.  Membership shifts from
a 12-5 Democratic majority to a 12-4 GOP
majority. State Sen. John Edwards of
Roanoke, who was chairman, was booted off
the committee altogether. And Sen. Ryan
McDougle of Hanover, generally considered
the leader of the conservative wing of the
Senate GOP caucus, is now the committee
chairman.

The 40-member Virginia State Senate in session.

GOP puts throttehold on Virginia Senate


