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Canvassing

Phone
banking

Driving voters

And lots more!

Check out Page Five
for eight different

ways YOU can make
a difference

As of a recent rainy Saturday, Alan Howze passed the
10,000-count as he knocked on doors across the county.

Howze is burning up shoe leather trying to personally
reach as many voters as possible as he pursues a seat on the
County Board.

Turnout is seen as crucial.  Howze lost the special elec-
tion last spring when independent-Republican John Vihstadt
took the majority.  But the turnout for that vote was a mere
16 percent.

Back in 2006—the last mid-term election with a Sen-
ate seat on the ballot, like this one—the turnout was 55 per-
cent.  The expectation is that the turnout this fall will likely
be in that ballpark with a serious chance of reversing the
outcome of the special election.

Special elections have always been the bane of Demo-
crats in Arlington.  Turnout is low and the turnout of Demo-
crats always seems even lower.

Before Vihstadt’s win, the last Republican to win a seat
on the County Board was Mike Lane in 1999.  He, too, was
victorious in a special election with low turnout.

And he lost that fall’s election for the full-term seat on
the Board.

Howze knocks on 10,000 doors
in campaign for County Board

ALAN HOWZE

The GOP is right!  It wants to suppress early
voting because it calculates that the ease of early
voting feeds into the Democratic ground game
to get Dems (who often skip the off-year elec-
tions) out to the polls.

And the numbers show the ground game is
working to the benefit of Democrats.

We don’t know the numbers in Virginia, be-
cause we don’t have registration by party and
can’t be sure how many Democrats and how
many Republicans are voting early.  But 29 of
the states have registration by party and a num-
ber of them publicly tick off who has voted early
on their voter registration rolls.

Here are the figures for seven states as gath-
ered by Grassvotes Victory Program.  This shows
that Democrats have a big advantage in five
states, a marginal advantage in one and Republi-
cans have a marginal advantage in one.

Dems Reps Diff
Florida 38.9% 42.0% R+3
N. Carolina 39.0% 36.9% D+2
Oregon 44.6% 31.8% D+13
Iowa 44.7% 30.3% D+14
Louisiana 53.2% 33.7% D+19
Maine 49.4% 23.8% D+26
Nebraska 64.9% 21.0% D+44

The average for these seven states is a Demo-
cratic advantage of 16 points—a very impressive
figure.

Of course, that average is pushed up by the
almost outlandish Democratic advantage in Ne-
braska of 44 points.  Forty-four points!!

But in red state Nebraska??  Only 33.6 per-
cent of the voters in Nebraska are registered as
Democrats.  That means the Democratic ground
game in the state has been astounding and is beat-
ing the GOP ground game 2-to-1.

The GOP has it right!
It’s crunch time

and we need your

help for the final

push—
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Across the country and throughout our
county a loud group of cynics abounds. Un-
fortunately, in low turnout elections cynicism
makes for good politics. At the federal level
this was the explicit scorched earth opposi-
tion strategy of congressional Republicans to
President Obama. It was hashed out over a
steak dinner the night of his first inaugura-
tion and has been responsible for an unprec-
edented number of Senate filibusters and
holds on nominations.

In Virginia, we have seen the Republi-
can party deny health care to 400,000 Virgin-
ians and forgo billions of dollars in federal
revenue just because a majority of Republi-
can delegates fear Tea party primary chal-
lenges. And now this just-say- no, cynical at-
titude has come to Arlington.

For the last two years, there has been an
orchestrated and manipulative campaign to
sow dissension and distrust in Arlington. If
one listens to self-identified Republican run-
ning-as-an-Independent John Vihstadt, one
could conclude that Arlington is poorly gov-
erned and an awful place to live. Of course,
the exact opposite is closer to the truth. Ar-

Against cynicism in Arlington
lington has just won another award as a Smart
21 Community for economic and social im-
provements. Our County Manager Barbara
Donnellan just won an award for her vision-
ary leadership. And Arlington continues hav-
ing a steady stream of new residents, great
schools and a low crime rate. Now let’s look
at three inconsistencies of the Vihstadt cam-
paign: 1) Affordable Housing, 2) Education,
and 3) the Environment and Streetcar.

First, Vihstadt has claimed in debates and
on his campaign literature that he strongly
supports efforts to preserve affordable hous-
ing in Arlington. However, when it came time
for Vihstadt to vote on the issue, he recused
himself because of the services his law firm
provided to one of the lenders to an afford-
able housing fund. Furthermore, Vihstadt has
called for a gift ban for County Board mem-
bers to accept, but he has no problem priori-
tizing his own pecuniary gain over public ser-
vice on affordable housing. He should either
stop claiming to support affordable housing
or stop working for a law firm that prevents
him from voting on the issue.

Second, on education Vihstadt has re-

peatedly claimed that we need to prioritize
the funding of our schools. However, when it
came time to vote on the Capital Improve-
ment Plan (CIP), which proposed fully funded
Arlington schools for the next decade, he
voted against it. Vihstadt claimed that his no
vote was entirely about the streetcar, but there
was an opportunity to vote on the streetcar as
a stand alone issue. He chose to vote against
the entire CIP because he didn’t get his way.
Also, without increased revenue from returns
on economic development of Columbia Pike
and Crystal City, it’s not clear how he would
pay for the 6,000 new students projected to
enter our schools over the next decade.

Third, on the streetcar, Vihstadt is not
being honest. Obviously this issue is contro-
versial and thoughtful people disagree. How-
ever, Bus Rapid Transit, which Vihstadt rec-
ommends as an alternative to the streetcar,
depends on a dedicated lane, according to the
Institute for Transportation and Development
Policy. Streetcars work better with dedicated
lanes, but they do just fine in mixed traffic
and have in Portland and Europe. Therefore,
the choice for Columbia Pike and Crystal City
is not between BRT or streetcars, it’s between
a streetcar or nothing. Already the expecta-
tion of the streetcar has led to much greater
investment in Columbia Pike and Crystal City.
Abandoning this project now would jeopar-
dize not only the immediate neighborhoods
but Arlington’s long term finances. Leaving
people on the Pike and in Crystal City stuck
in traffic is neither good transportation nor
environmental policy. If we are going to be a
county of the future, we have to make deci-
sions to create a more sustainable, walkable
and livable community. Buses alone won’t do
it.

In Arlington we know that saying no,
voting no, and walking away from tough de-
cisions is not leadership. Cynicism rules so
much in Washington and Richmond largely
because the Republican party has dedicated
itself to extreme obstruction as political strat-
egy. Let’s vote for our Democratic County
Board nominee Alan Howze who
can do the hard work of getting to
yes on supporting affordable
housing, investing in
our schools, and pro-
tecting our environ-
ment and developing
our economy for the
long term.
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, November 5, at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson

Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

Our meeting this month starts exactly 24

hours after the closing of the polls.  So come on

out to hear some analysis and commentary—

and to join in a celebration with our winners.

The Arlington County Board has voted
5-0 to support an independent redistricting
system to replace the current system where
the General Assembly draws its own district
boundaries.

The current system has been widely criti-
cized as allowing elected officials to choose
their voters rather than voters to choose their
elected officials.

The County Board voted unanimously
September 23 to back a new system indepen-
dent of the General Assembly to be put in
place before the next redistricting in 2021.

The resolution was offered by Board
Chair Jay Fisette, who said, “This is some-
thing I feel very strongly about.”

The movement for independent redis-
tricting has been slowly building steam all
across the country.  As of now, 21 states have
some form of redistricting commission sepa-
rate from the state legislature to prevent ger-
rymandering.

Democrats in the General Assembly
have proposed independent bodies for redis-
tricting for several years, but Republicans
have always killed the legislation in the House
of Delegates.

Interestingly, in Virginia the House of
Delegates, State Senate and congressional
delegation—where the General Assembly
draws the boundaries—all have a GOP ma-
jority.  However, the five statewide offices—
governor, lieutenant governor, attorney gen-
eral and two US Senate seats—where the
General Assembly cannot touch the bound-
aries, are all held by Democrats.

There’s still time to cast your ballot be-
fore Election Day November 4.

Early voting began in Arlington back on
September 19.  It continues every weekday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In addition, there will be Saturday bal-
loting November 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

But note there is no early voting on the
Monday before Election Day.  The county staff
will be kept busy that day setting up the 52
polling stations all around the county.

Early voting is technically called absen-
tee voting in person, to distinguish it from ab-
sentee voting by mail.  It takes place at the

Registrar’s Office on the Third Floor of the
County Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd.

The registrar encourages early voting to
reduce congestion at the polls on Election
Day.

It is also helpful because you may be ill
on Election Day, face a crunch at the office
or be called out of town.  Furthermore, every
year when there’s not a presidential race or
some very controversial contest, ACDC hears
from voters who didn’t remember Election
Day until the morning after when they pick
up The Washington Post and see the results!

You are eligible to vote early if you an-
ticipate being out of the county at any time
on Election Day.  You don’t have to go to
Ouagadougou or Timbuktu; you can just be
planning to have lunch in Falls Church.

Tell the
clerks you ex-
pect to be out
of the county
on Election
Day and they will
show you the box to
check on the form that
takes about 30 seconds to
complete.  Then you
vote on the same elec-
tronic ballot ma-
chine used on Elec-
tion Day.

It’s still not too late to vote
early—if you follow that

Board backs
redistricting



Donkey Ears
Listening to the doings

  of Arlington’s Dems
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Dan Steen and Dan Steen and 

Dan Steen and Mädi
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 Green Green
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Proud papa:   ACDC’s hi-techie Dave Leichtman reports proud papa-ly that
daughter Ellie was asked by her kindergarten teacher, “What would make the
world a better place if everyone did it?” and promptly responded, “Everyone
should use solar panels and not gas.”  Let’s all give Ellie a high-five.

Intelligent county:   Arlington has just been named as one of the 21 finalists in the
Intelligent Community Forum’s hunt for the top seven intelligent communities
of the year.  No, no!  This is not based on the number of Ph.D.s living here or
the average SAT score.   It’s recognition of communities with strategies for
using broadband and information technology to attract business, create jobs and
improve the delivery of government services.  Some of the other nominees are:
Astana, Kazakhstan; Dubuque, Iowa; Nairobi, Kenya; Taitung County, Taiwan;
and Whanganui, New Zealand.  Just five of the nominees are in the U.S.

It’s twin boys:   Michael Signer, son of ACDC jack-of-all-trades Marj Signer
and candidate for the Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor in 2009,
has just become the proud father of twins William Cyrus Blout Signer and
Jacoby Brahms Blout Signer, born three minutes and one ounce apart on
September 29.  They will be known as Will and Jack.  Michael acknowledges
considerable help in this project from bride Emily L. Blout.

Now a matched set:   On Columbus Day, the Commish, aka Commissioner of
Revenue Ingrid Morroy, got her second hip replaced and now has a matched
pair.  The bionic hipster celebrated with a veggie bean burger.

Gov’s appointments I:   Gov. Terry McAuliffe has appointed Jaime Areizaga-
Sota as deputy secretary of veterans and defense affairs.  (Bet you didn’t know
the commonwealth had a defense department; that relates to the National
Guard.)  Jaime is a military lawyer (JAG) in the Army National Guard with the
rank of colonel and is just coming off a year on active duty to attend the Inter-
American Defense College at Fort McNair, where he was president of his class.

Gov’s appointments II:  The gov has also been busy appointing half of Arlington
to part-time positions on assorted boards, task forces and commissions.  Take a
deep breath.  Arlington School Board member Abby Raphael is a member of a
new 31-member task force to combat sexual assaults on campuses; Atima
Omara, president of the national YDs, is a member of the Virginia Board for
People With Disabilities; Paul Holland, ACDC communications director and
just coming off the primary race for Congress, has been named to the Potomac
River Basin Commission; Yasmine Taeb, also coming off the congressional
primary, is now a member of the Family and Children’s Trust Fund; ACDC tech
guru David Leichtman joins the board of the Virginia Air and Space Center;
and James Almand, former delegate and former circuit court judge, has been
named to the Public Guardian and Conservator Advisory Board.

Honorings:   Linden Resources (formerly known as SOC Enterprises) is marking
its 55th anniversary providing jobs and support for people with disabilities.  At
the anniversary event, Rep. Jim Moran was presented with Linden’s “Making
a Difference” award and former State Senator Mary Margaret Whipple was
honored for helping Linden acquire the former Nellie Custis Elementary School
as the firm’s HQ while she was a County Board member.

The November 4 ballot contains one pro-
posed amendment to the Virginia Constitu-
tion that had bi-partisan support in the Gen-
eral Assembly and that ACDC is urging
Arlingtonians to support.

The amendment would exempt from lo-
cal property taxes the home of any surviving
spouse of a member of the U.S. armed forces
who was killed in action.

The exemption would apply if the sur-
viving spouse occupies the property as his or
her principal place of residence and has not
remarried.

In 2010, Virginia voters approved a con-
stitutional amendment that exempted from
taxation the real property of any veteran with
a 100 percent service-connected, permanent
disability.  But it did not cover the spouses of
those killed in action.

“In my mind, that was a fairness issue,”
said Del. David Ramadan, R-Loudoun, who
sponsored the amendment that is on the bal-
lot.

If the amendment is approved by voters,
beginning with tax year 2015 the exemption
would apply to a home with an assessed value
that does not exceed the average assessed
value for homes in the locality.  The exemp-
tion would apply for the dwelling and the land
it sits on, not exceeding one acre.

A fiscal impact statement from the De-
partment of Planning and Budget in March
said, “The Department of Taxation indicates
that the impact to local revenues is currently
unknown.”

Mary Jo Fields, director of research at
the Virginia Municipal League, told the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch VML raised the issue
of a potential loss of revenue for localities.

“We pointed out that what the state was
doing was ... granting preferential tax treat-
ment using the revenues from another level
of government,” she said. “We never tried to
say veterans weren’t worthy of this treatment.
We just felt that, if the state thought it was
appropriate, then the state should pay the bill.”

Constitutional
amendment
endorsed
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Here are eight things you can

do to help out in the final push

We are down to the final days of the campaign
with the final tasks to complete before we can
celebrate.  Here are eight ways you can help out

in the final push.

1. Calling Senior Voters:
We call senior voters to make
sure they have a ride to go vote
(either on Election Day or
early), and to make sure that
they have a photo ID, which is
a new requirement for this
election. You can make the
calls from home; you’re not
calling to fundraise or promote
a specific candidate, but rather
to offer them a service, so most
people are very happy to hear
from us. It’s better to make
these calls during the daytime, early evening or weekends, and
we can send you the script and phone numbers so you can do it
at your leisure. Contact Cragg Hines at cragghines@aol.com
for more information. 

2. Help drive people to the polls:  We do this both on Elec-
tion Day and for early voting.  If you can help drive seniors
(and other voters who may need a ride), we can definitely use
your assistance. It’s a wonderful volunteer op-
portunity and the hours before Election Day are
very flexible.  Contact Nancy Pilchen at
Nancy.Pilchen@gmail.com or Sue Walton at
Suebob212@gmail.com if you can drive before
Election Day. Contact Mary Byrne at
marybyrne1@mac.com if you can help on Elec-
tion Day any time the polls are open from 6 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

3. Greet Voters on Election Day: Volunteers
are needed to greet voters at the polls on Election
Day to hand out the Democratic sample ballot.
The sample ballot lists our local Democratic can-
didates, which is important because the official
ballot does not show party affiliation for local races. Please
contact your precinct captain to sign up for a shift between 6
a.m. and 7 p.m. Or you may contact Carol Fontein at
ckf7711@gmail.com or 703-203-2437. Please include your

cell phone number and your precinct or polling place if you
know it. 

4. Help staff a table at a farmers market:  We
hand out literature at the various Farmers Markets
around Arlington:
Clarendon, Wednesday 3-7p
Ballston, Thursday 3-7p
Courthouse, Saturday 8a-12p
Columbia Pike, Sunday 9a-1p
If you can help at one of the markets contact Steve
Baker at SWBaker12@gmail.com

CANVASSING & PHONE BANKING
5. Phone Banking for Don Beyer for Con-
gress:  The Beyer HQ has recently moved to 2001
Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 604, (ACDC Headquar-
ters) in the heart of Crystal City. This is conveniently
located on the Blue Line and there is free under-
ground parking in the evenings. Come TUESDAYS

from 5:30-8:30 p.m. when we are phone banking for Don Beyer.

6. Phone banking for Mark Warner for U.S. Senate:  This
takes place every WEDNESDAY from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at his
campaign headquarters, 2034 Eisenhower Ave, Room 222, in
Alexandria.

7. Canvassing: We are canvassing this final SUNDAY from
1-3 p.m. for the Coordinated
Campaign (Mark Warner for
Senate, Don Beyer for Congress,
Alan Howze for County Board,
and Barbara Kanninen for
School Board) starting at the
home of Ingrid Morroy and Jerry
Botland at 601 S. Pollard St.
Contact Charley Conrad at
CharleyConrad@gmail.com for
more details. 

8. Canvassing Take 2: If
the canvassing schedule above
doesn’t work for you, the Warner

campaign has canvass locations all over Arlington, mostly on
weekends. Contact Jeff Allen at  Jeff.allen@vavictory2014.org
or you can contact Fernando Mercado-Violand at
fernando@vavictory2014.org.
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Talmadge Williams, a soft-spoken edu-
cator, community activist and Democrat,
passed away September 27 just five days af-
ter marking his 81st birthday.

Dr. Williams, widely known throughout
the county simply as Talmadge, was probably
best known for his role in the county NAACP,
which he long served as president.

He was also the primary force for the
last 15 years behind the effort to build a Black
Heritage Museum in Arlington.

And he was a very active Democrat,
serving on ACDC and being elected to the 8th

District Democratic Committee and, before
that, to the 10th District Committee when Ar-
lington was in that district before 1991.

In recent years, he was the force behind
Arlington’s Computers4Students, an organi-
zation that collected and refurbished comput-
ers to make them available to young students
who might otherwise miss access to 21st Cen-
tury technology.

Dr. Williams was a walking history of
America.  A descendant of slaves brought to
these shores in the 18th Century, his manners
were those of the courtly aristocracy of the
19th Century South, while he invariably wore
a suit and tie in the uniform of the 20th Cen-
tury and pressed for computers for students
to shine in the 21st Century.

Talmadge was born and reared in
Radford, Virginia, a small city just beyond the
southern end of the Shenandoah Valley.  He

moved to Arlington in 1975.
He spent most of his career in the edu-

cational arena.  As dean of
a college, he taught busi-
ness administration
courses and developed
and published a wide
range of educational ma-
terials that include “The
Black Parenting Educa-
tional Program,” which
gained national recogni-
tion.

But he was most rec-
ognized by one and all
with whom he came into
contact as a gracious and
soft-spoken gentleman,
and as an icon of the Ar-
lington community.

Invariably friendly,
courteous and courtly, he
was humorous and self-deprecating.  Always
humble, he remained persistent in pushing his
goals like the Black History Museum.

While best known in Arlington, he was
active far beyond the county.  George Dodge,
former president of the Arlington Historical
Society, recalls when he was doing some re-
search involving civil rights activist Medgar
Evers of Mississippi.  Dr. Williams pulled out
his cellphone, scrolled down and provided
Dodge with both the office and home tele-

phone numbers for
Evers’ widow.

In 1987,
Talmadge became
more active in the
Arlington Demo-
cratic Party when
Bill Newman, now
the chief judge of the
circuit court, de-
cided to run for a
seat on the County
Board.  As former
Delegate Karen
Darner recalls,
Newman asked
Talmadge to serve as
his campaign trea-
surer.

T a l m a d g e
agreed, saying,
“From what I hear,
you might not have
much of a chance of

winning. But it is important that someone
from our community at least run.  If you’re

willing to put yourself out
there, I will do whatever I
can to keep your finances
straight so that will not be
your downfall.”

Newman won the nomi-
nation and went on to win
the fall election as well.

Dr. Williams was a his-
tory buff.  He worked with
Rep. Jim Moran to push
restoration of the slave quar-
ters at Arlington House, en-
suring, Moran recalled, that
“the ‘inconvenient’ story of
slavery was not omitted
from the history of the es-
tate.”

In 2000-2001, Talmadge
co-chaired the committee

named by the County Board to mark the 200th

anniversary of Arlington’s creation as part of
the District of Columbia.  And, at his death,
he was serving on the county committee com-
memorating the 150th anniversary of the Civil
War.

Moran said of Williams, “He was a
friend, a man of consequence who forever
strived to restore balance to the scales of jus-
tice, whether it was ensuring that our govern-
ment committed to telling the full story or
making sure someone he knew had a fair shot
at success.”

On June 30, 2007, he wed Nina Gutierrez
in an elaborate ceremony in which all the par-
ticipants wore 19th Century dress.  It was un-
doubtedly the first African-American wedding
to be held inside the mansion of Robert E.
Lee—a fitting symbol of the changes that have
remade Virginia society.

Larry Roberts, former ACDC chair,
2000-01, said of Talmadge, “He pushed Ar-
lington to invest in its future, to govern well,
to constantly seek to improve, to achieve jus-
tice and fairness and to create both opportu-
nity and security for all its residents, with a
particular emphasis on those in need and those
who had faced discrimination.”

Dr. Williams had six children, daughter
Robin Johnson-Henry and sons Gary R. Wil-
liams, Donald R. Williams, Timothy McCoy
and James Moulton, who survive him, and
David Theodore Williams, who predeceased
him. He is also survived by his wife, 10 grand-
children and seven great grand-children.

Talmadge Williams dies at 83

MAKING A POINT — The Williams’s 2007 marriage
in period dress at the home of Robert E. Lee.
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Voters will be going to the polls in just a
few days.  But In Arlington, more than one of
every 14 people who have voted in recent
years do not have a state driver’s license or
other ID card issued by the state Division of
Motor Vehicles (DMV).

That’s the third largest number of “ac-
tive” voters without licenses among the 133
cities and countries in Virginia and the high-
est percentage of any jurisdiction that isn’t a
college town.

Last month, The Voice reported that
6,817 or 4.0 percent of the “active” voters in
Arlington lacked a DMV ID.  But an updated
count from the state shows that 10,562 or 7.5
percent of “active” voters here lack a DMV
ID.

The term “active” voter refers to
Arlingtonians who are not only registered but
have actually voted in recent years.  It elimi-
nates “inactive” voters or people on the reg-
istration rolls who haven’t bothered to vote
recently and who may actually have moved
out of the county.  If all registered voters are
counted, then 11.4 percent of Arlington vot-
ers lack DMV identification.  But consider-
ing Arlington’s huge turnover, few take that
number seriously.

It is generally assumed that Arlington’s
proportion of voters without driver’s licenses
is high because of the Metro and the large
numbers of 20-somethings who live along the
corridor without cars.

But, statewide, the unlicensed are as-
sumed to be mainly the poor without cars and
senior citizens who can no longer drive.

It needs to be made clear that a driver’s

license or other DMV-issued ID is not the only
ID accepted to vote in Virginia starting this
year.  The law requires a photo ID and lays
out what photo IDs are legitimate.

An alternative that can be used is a fed-
eral government employee ID, which some
of those Arlingtonians without drivers’ li-
censes will likely have.

The five Virginia communities with
higher percentages of active voters without a
DMV-issued ID are all college towns—Buena
Vista (10.4 percent), Charlottesville (10.9
percent), Lexington (19.4 percent), Lynchburg
(11.4 percent) and Williamsburg (16.2 per-
cent).  Student IDs with photos are valid for
voting, though it wasn’t clear how many of
the colleges in Virginia have photos on their
student IDs.

But since Arlington’s high number with-
out licenses isn’t due to colleges, Arlington
may actually have the biggest challenge han-
dling voters without IDs. .

Other photo IDs that are valid for voting
include a U.S. passport, a Virginia concealed-
carry license, a local government ID and an
employer ID.

The State Board of Elections (SBE) ran
its voter registration list against the DMV list
and came up with 198,902 active voters who
lack DMV-issued IDs.  That is 4.1 percent of
all active voters in the state—a substantial
number.  However, there is no way of know-
ing how many of those 200,000 active voters
without DMV IDs have photo IDs from some
other source.  The speculation, however, is
that, apart from students, few others have valid
photo IDs.

In an effort to plug that hole, every voter
registration office in the commonwealth (one
in every one of the 133 cities and counties)
has the hardware to make a voter ID card with
photo attached.  (The state sent ID cards to
every registered voter in the state two years
ago, but they don’t have photos attached and
so are irrelevant now.)

The numbers aren’t good, however.  As
of October 21, the SBE reported that only
2,200 people or 1.1 percent of the number of
active voters without DMV IDs, had applied
at the county and city registrars for cards.

In Arlington, only 40-odd voters or fewer
than half a percent of those with no DMV ID,
had applied to the registrar by that date.

Thus, the prospect for voters being
turned away for lack of any ID may be higher
in Arlington than elsewhere in the state.

Many of these voters, of course, may be
presidential voters who will not come out for
this mid-term election.

For those who do vote, there is the op-
tion of the provisional ballot—a vote you cast
but which is not counted until a photo ID is
produced.

The deadline for showing a photo ID to
the registrar is noon on the Friday after the
election. The voter without an ID can go to
the registrar’s office in the county building
and apply there for the required ID on site
and fulfill the requirement.

Voters who have photo IDs but forgot
to take them to the polls also have until Fri-
day noon after the election to produce one.
The ID can be taken personally or faxed or
emailed to the registrar’s office.

In the past, only a handful of provisional
ballots have been cast in Arlington.  But un-
til this election, no photo ID was required to
vote.  So this election will give some indica-
tion of the scale of the problem—if voters
without photo IDs are  not  just discouraged
from turning out to begin with.

Across the country, 34 states have en-
acted laws requiring voters to produce some
form of identification at the polls.  This is a
response to GOP fears of voter fraud.  But
the main form of voter fraud found over the
years has involved a registered voter who has
moved somewhere else returning to his or her
old precinct to vote.  The photo ID require-
ment does nothing to stop that kind of fraud
since the voter is just who he or she claims to
be.  Evidence of numbers of voters who have
moved from Virginia to Maryland returning
to Virginia to cast a ballot while also voting
in Maryland has recently emerged.

Arl. may be worst place in state for IDs
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GOP Senate candidate Ed Gillespie re-
cently ran a TV spot charging that Democratic
Senator Mark Warner had been tabbed by
PolitiFact for telling “The Lie of the Year.”
PolitiFact sounded the horn on that one, la-
beling Gillespie’s claim “False.”

Meanwhile, polls taken in the past month
show Warner with a solid lead.  The Voice
reported last month that a Quinnipiac Poll
taken in September showed Warner’s lead
narrowing to 9 percent.  But that seems to have
been a blip.  Four polls taken since
Quinnipiac’s show Warner with leads of 10
percent (University of Mary Washington), 12
percent (Christopher Newport University), 12
percent (CBS/New York Times) and 12 per-
cent (Public Policy Polling).

The Gillespie ad in question contains a
videotape that Warner posted in 2009 laying
out his qualified support for health care re-
form while Congress was debating what even-
tually became known as Obamacare.

Warner is shown on the tape saying, “Let
me make clear, I’m not going to support a
health care reform plan that’s going to take
away health care that you’ve got right now or
a health care plan that you like.”  As those
words are spoken, the Gillespie ad runs “LIE
OF THE YEAR” in red capital letters across
the bottom of the screen with the attribution
to “PolitiFact 12/12/13,” four years after
Warner’s words were spoken.

PolitiFact noted that Warner said he
would not vote for a bill axing existing plans
and that the bill he voted for in the end did
not ax any plans at all.  It left it to the execu-
tive branch to issue regulations, which regu-
lations were tough and had the effect of stop-
ping existing substandard policies.

PolitiFact also said it could find no
record of Warner ever making a repeat of the
you-like-it, you-keep-it variety after 2009.

Concluded PolitiFact, “The clear impli-
cation of Gillespie’s ad—that PolitiFact cited
Warner for telling the Lie of the Year—is sim-

Larry Roberts, former ACDC chair and
advisor to Governor and now Senator Tim
Kaine, will be the guest at November’s Sec-
ond Saturday Breakfast.

Larry will provide analysis of the 2014
Virginia election results, national election re-
sults and strategic analysis for 2015.

Larry is now a partner with Venable LLP
at Tyson’s Corner.

This month’s Second Saturday Breakfast
comes conveniently on November 8, just four
days after the election, when all the returns
will be in from all over the country, but US
Senate control may still be up in the air if the
Georgia race goes to a runoff.

The breakfast will be held at that famil-
iar spot, Busboys and Poets in Shirlington,
starting 8:30 a.m.  You are requested to bring
cash to pay for your meal.

PolitiFact trips up Gillespie fact bungle

LARRY ROBERTS

Roberts at 2nd Sat Breakfast

HANDSHAKE — Sen. Mark Warner (left) greets his GOP chal-
lenger, Ed Gillespie, before one of their debates.

ply false.”
As of October 25, the Gillespie ad was

still available on the Internet despite
PolitiFact’s denunciation four weeks previ-
ously.

Last year, when Gillespie announced his
candidacy, he made Obamacare and Warner’s
taped remarks from 2009 the centerpiece of
his announcement.  He has stuck with that
theme though thick and mostly thin ever since.
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The Arlington Young Dems are not only
working to get out the vote November 4 in
Arlington but way out Beyond the Beltway

Barbara Comstock, the GOP candidate
to succeed Rep. Frank Wolf in the next-door
10th District, has gotten into a little trouble
over the fact that she is paying less in prop-
erty taxes now than she did six years ago.

No, this is not some dirty financial scan-
dal.  No one is accusing her of cheating on
her taxes.  But Comstock’s main line of at-
tack on her Dem opponent, John Foust, is that
as a member of the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors he has a penchant for raising
property taxes.

The charge was inconsistent with
Comstock’s own tax bill.

The Loudoun Times reported last week
that Comstock paid nearly $300 less in prop-
erty taxes in 2014 than in 2008, the year Foust
began serving on the Board of Supervisors.
That doesn’t exactly fit the picture she paints
of Foust as a “tax-loving Obama Democrat,”
to use the words of a GOP ad denouncing
Foust.

Another TV spot makes much of a sta-
tistic, saying Foust raised property taxes by
22 percent in his six years so far on the Board.
The Loudoun Times said that number “is dis-
putable.”  It said Fairfax County’s property

continued on next page

Little taxes big issue in 10th District race

DEBATE — Republican Barbara Comstock and Democrat John
Foust face off in a debate to succeed Frank Wolf in Congress.

INVASION — Arlington YDs invade Fairfax County to give a hand
to John Foust.  From left: Amanda Harriman, Michelle Woods,
Josh Katcher, Praveen Meyyan, Jack Bardo and Maggie Davis.

AYDs invade Fairfax for Foust
as well.

They’ve been knocking on doors for the
entire Democratic ticket in Arlington, support-
ing candidates like Alan Howze on the Howze
Day of Service and hosting a Get Out the Vote
event for Barbara Kanninen and Howze.

They’ve also pushed the get out the vote
effort deeper into Virginia, with a canvass in-
vasion into the nearby 10th District where
John Foust is working hard to keep Barbara
Comstock from keeping the old Frank Wolf
seat in GOP hands.  It is one of just a handful
of GOP-held seats that Democrats have a real
chance of taking back this November.

The Arlington YDs have partnered with
the Virginia YDs and others for a D-Day in-
vasion—that’s Democratic Day—in a race
that appears to be neck and neck.

In October, the Arlington Young Dems
also brought the community together for
events like a Health Policy Trivia night at
Four Courts that benefitted the Arlington
Free Clinic. Adam Ebbin was the guest
speaker at the YD Monthly Meeting and led
an engaging discussion on gay rights in Vir-
ginia.

In November, the focus is on Election
Day, canvassing and working the polls across
Arlington. Later in the month, the Arlington
Young Democrats will hold their annual Ex-
ecutive Board elections at their monthly meet-
ing. Members will vote in the next board
November 19 at NRECA.
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GOP finds it can’t hold Brink hostage

BOB BRINK SPEAKER HOWELL

The GOP speaker of the House of Del-
egates tried to make a political point by hold-
ing up Bob Brink’s appointment to an ex-
ecutive branch job.

There was one problem.  The speaker
didn’t know—but was quickly told—that the
House of Delegates doesn’t get to vote on
Brink’s job and so he couldn’t hold things up.

Speaker William J. Howell announced
that he was sitting on three nominations from
Gov. Terry McAuliffe to protest  the U.S. Jus-
tice Department investigation of a Republi-
can appointment of a Democratic state sena-
tor—an appointment that shifted control of
the State Senate from Democrats to Republi-
cans.

Howell said he would sit on the three
McAuliffe nominations of General Assembly
members for executive agency jobs until the
U.S. Justice Department explained why it was
not investigating those nominations and only
probing the selection of then-Sen. Phil Puckett
to a job with the State Tobacco Commission,
which is run by the Republicans.

Justice replied that it is not empowered
to give legal guidance to state officials and
that it also cannot confirm or deny whom it is
or is not investigating.

But the answer should be obvious to
Howell.  The appointment of Dems from the
House of Delegates, where the GOP has a two-
thirds majority, is obviously not the same as
the appointment of a Democrat from the Sen-
ate where the Democrats held a one-seat ma-
jority.

Brink was named by the governor to be
deputy commissioner for aging services in the
Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Ser-
vices.  The governor pointed out to Howell
that deputy-level appointments don’t require
approval by the General Assembly.

Howell is still sitting on the other two
nominations—to the Parole Board and Alco-
hol Beverage Control Board.  However, both
of those appointees are already on the job and
will remain there as interim appointees de-
spite Howell’s refusal to move the nomina-
tions forward at this time.

tax rate has increased by 22 percent since
2008 — from $0.89 per $100 in assessed value
to $1.09 in 2015.  But allowing for the fall in
property values since 2008 due to the Great
Recession, it said the average Fairfax tax bill
will increase only about $18 from 2008 to
2015.

As for Comstock’s own home in
McLean, the tax bill went from $14,499.26
in 2008 to $14,199.83 in 2014, a drop of 2.1
percent, presumably all the fault of John
Foust.

Foust’s campaign said the Democratic
candidate’s property taxes rose 0.2 percent
from $31,594.64 in 2008 to $31,656.61 in
2014.

Comstock’s campaign stuck to the 22
percent figure, saying Foust had done noth-

ing to reduce taxes for Fairfax residents.
“[Comstock’s] home is worth approxi-

mately 19 percent less than it was in 2008,”
Comstock spokeswoman Susan Falconer told
the Times. “For John Foust to use the reces-
sion and lowered home values as an excuse
to vote for ever higher taxes shows just how
out of touch he is.

“John Foust broke his promise to his con-
stituents when he first ran for office and said
he would ‘lessen the tax burden on
homeowners.’ In fact, he didn’t break that
promise just once — he broke it six times,”
Falconer said, referring to the annual tax rate
hikes.

The Foust camp responded that taking
inflation into account, Fairfax is actually
spending less than when Foust was first
elected, the usual measure exalted by GOP
spending monitors.

continued from previous page

Little taxes make for big
issue in 10th District race


