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The traditional New Year’s

Day Democratic get-together will

be held this year—like the last two

years—at the home of County

Board Member Mary Hynes near

the Clarendon restaurant cluster.

All Dems are invited to this

free social gathering to ring in the

New Year before everyone rolls up

their sleeves for the annual round

of caucuses and elections.

The New Year’s Day event will

begin around 1 p.m.  In the de-

cades-old tradition, the gathering

follows the County Board’s annual

kickoff meeting, which starts at 11

a.m.

Those attending the get-to-

gether are invited to bring breads,

light sweets, wines and cider for the

reception.  (The ACDC Kitchen

Crew is given the day off for this

event.)

The home of Mary and Patrick

Hynes is located at 1503 North

Highland Street, which is one block

north of Wilson Boulevard and also

one block north of the Clarendon

Metro stop.  There is loads of park-

ing available in garages in

Clarendon, but street parking

around the house is restricted.

Also, please bring along a box

or two of cereal to help close out

the 2014 cereal drive and start the

2015 cereal drive on positive notes.

Come one, come

all, to welcome

in the New Year

Raphael not running this year

Panel calls for setting up
independent redistricting

continued on page seven

School Board Member Abby Raphael will not seek re-election
this coming fall, setting the stage for a Democratic caucus in May to
endorse a candidate to succeed her.

“It is good for organizations to have new people come on,”
Raphael told the Sun Gazette.  She described her two-term, eight-year
tenure on the School Board as “just about right.”

Raphael said she does not plan to run for the County Board—
though she acknowledged that she thought about it—or any other elec-
tive office in 2015, but is keeping open her options for future years.
“I’m not ‘retiring’ – I don’t care for that term,” she said.

“I have a year left in my term; I plan to be fully engaged,” Raphael
said. She also will stay active in the coming year as chair of the Wash-
ington Area Boards of Education and a member of the Governor’s
Task Force on Combating Campus Sexual Violence, among other posts.

Shortly before Raphael announced her decision, ACDC set up
the rules for a School Board caucus just in case one might be needed.
March 2 is the filing deadline for candidates seeking the Democratic
endorsement. If no more than one candidate files, the caucus will be
canceled and the party will hold an up-or-down vote on support for
the prospective endorsee.

If more than one candidate files for the post, voting will be held

A panel named by Gov. Terry McAuliffe to
examine ethics in state government has started off
with a bang by recommending that the common-
wealth establish an independent commission to draw
the boundaries of legislative election districts in
order to stop the gerrymandering that has afflicted
the state ever since the enemies of James Madison
cropped his district to try to keep him out of the
House of Representatives in the 1790s.

The proposal is likely to face strong opposi-
tion in the House of Delegates where GOP Speaker
William Howell swiftly denounced the whole idea
of an independent commission replacing elected
state legislators in drawing up district maps.

Howell’s spokesman, Matt Moran, said, “Re-
districting was established by the framers as a part
of the political process.  The speaker respects this
process and has serious reservations about
changes.... Independent commissions are only as
independent as those who serve on them.”

Actually, the U.S. Constitution says not one

continued on page five

word about redistricting.  It doesn’t even require
districts, and in 1932 Virginia elected all its con-
gressmen statewide when it couldn’t agree on new
district lines in time.

The ethics commission that McAuliffe estab-
lished is co-chaired by Republican Bill Bolling, a
former lieutenant governor, and Democrat Rick
Boucher, a former congressman from the far south-
west corner of the state.

Both men acknowledged it will be hard to get
the drawing of district lines out of the hands of leg-
islators and said it won’t happen unless and until
the state’s voters demand it.

Bolling said the ethics panel is “not naive
enough to think that whatever we recommend is
going to be enthusiastically received by members
of the General Assembly.  But it is an issue that we
need to keep front and center.”  He said, “For the
members of the legislature, this is a question of sheer
political power.  The challenge is going to be trying

ABBY RAPHAEL



ACDC Voice, January 2015, Page 2

Report from Chairman Kip Malinosky

Published monthly by the
Arlington County Democratic Committee

2001 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite #604, Arlington VA 22202
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 7132, Arlington VA  22207
Tel: (703) 528-8588                  Fax:  (703) 528-2321

http://www.arlingtondemocrats.org
Chair:  Kip Malinosky — kipmalinosky@gmail.com

 Editor-in-Chief:  Warren L. Nelson —(703) 243-7867 (h), warnelson@aol.com
Deputy Editor:  Eric Wiener — (703) 524-6899 (h), wiener_eric@yahoo.com

Views expressed do not necessarily represent those of the ACDC
 unless expressly approved by an appropriate committee resolution

Copyright ©2015, ACDC, All Rights Reserved

Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

We have just finished one of the most
tumultuous years in the Arlington County
Democratic Committee’s history.  We had six
Democratic elected officials retire, represent-
ing a combined 99 years of experience. We
had to run three Democratic caucuses; we had
two special elections and a congressional pri-
mary.  While we did not win every election,
2014 has been a year with significant triumphs
despite an adverse national and local environ-
ment.

When I was elected chair last year, I laid
out six goals for ACDC to:  1) Bring the party
together, 2) Recruit precinct captains,  3) Fo-
cus on voter identification & voter registra-
tion, 4) Focus on finance, 5) Have the party
represent all of Arlington, 6) Help other
Democratic committees beyond Arlington.
Let’s look at how our committee handled each
one.

First, on party unity, with a few of our
 elected officials supporting a non-Democrat,
reaching perfection was out of the question.
Democrats often disagree with one another
on policy issues, which is expected in a big

tent party.  However, to not support other
Democrats on the ballot puts the party in a
perilous situation. And yet, we ran a County
Board caucus where, sharp disagreements
notwithstanding, all candidates endorsed the
winner, Alan Howze. Our School board cau-
cus had three terrific candidates and Instant
Runoff Voting (IRV), and now two of those
candidates, Nancy Van Doren and Barbara
Kanninen, are serving on the board together.
Finally, in our third caucus, put together in
only seven days, all seven of our candidates
endorsed the winner, Rip Sullivan.

Second, we were able to recruit precinct
captains and/or precinct leaders for every pre-
cinct in Arlington. This enabled us to help run
the caucuses, support our candidates in the
special elections and the general, deliver on
every last Democratic Messenger route and
make sure every polling place had a greeter
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day.

Third, on voter identification our efforts
were merged into campaigns to win the spe-
cial elections for County Board and the 48th

Delegate District and then with the Virginia

coordinated campaign. In all three elections,
tens of thousands of doors were knocked and
many more calls were made.  While our field
efforts were not enough to win the County
Board special election (we couldn’t do it by
fieldwork alone), we increased the Demo-
cratic votes from nearly 7,000 in 2012 to more
than 9,000 this year. In the 48th District, our
efforts turned out a large number of voters
and helped propel Rip Sullivan to a decisive
victory over Republican Dave Foster.  Finally,
our efforts in Arlington made us the leader in
the Commonwealth in getting out the vote for
Senator Mark Warner.

Fourth, we were able to raise the rev-
enue we needed to move our Headquarters,
run three caucuses and help with the Special
Elections. Our JJ Dinner honored the service
of Congressman Jim Moran. We honored our
former Chair and Roosevelt Society Founder
Charlene Bickford. And, of course, we held
our annual Gold Card events. Going forward,
we will have to very much concentrate on
fundraising for the year ahead.

Fifth, we have brought a great number
of new people into the party.  Half of our
elected Steering Committee was new this year.
We brought in dozens of new precinct cap-
tains from all parts of Arlington. We wel-
comed more than a dozen new candidates and
all brought new volunteers into the party.
However, we have much more work to do
here.

Finally, helping beyond Arlington. With
AYD we helped John Foust in the neighbor-
ing congressional district, and we are sharing
best practices with other committees, but we
have much more to do. We had a marathon
year, hopefully next year we will just have
one caucus, primary and general election to
work on and win.

Tumultuous year comes to an end

A new Virginia law taking effect Jan. 1
reduces the age and increases the frequency
for elderly drivers seeking to renew their
driver’s licenses.  Drivers aged 75 years or older
must renew in person every five years. Previ-
ously, drivers 80 years and up had to appear at
the DMV every eight years.  At each renewal,
drivers will have a vision screening.

If you can’t read
this story . . .
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Bumper Sticker
 of the Month

Kathleen
Murphy
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Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th Street South
(located two blocks east of Glebe Road and

one block east of Walter Reed Drive)

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, January 7, at 7 p.m.

Our first meeting of the New Year will feature a

sendoff for our Richmond delegation—all four del-

egates and three senators—whose legislative ses-

sion will begin days later.  Members will preview the

2015 legislative calendar.

The Arlington Young Dems have been
providing lots of help to boost the chances of
Kathleen Murphy to win election just a week
away in the House of Delegates district im-
mediately to the north of Arlington.

And Murphy could use the help of other
Arlington Dems to knock on doors and make
calls in her 34th Delegate District before the
election Tuesday, January 6.

It’s the seat in the House of Delegates
being vacated by Republican Barbara
Comstock, who won the race to succeed Frank
Wolf in Congress.

Her district starts where the George
Washington Parkway leaves Arlington and
extends up the Potomac River through Fairfax
County and into Loudoun County.  Seventy
percent of the voters are in Fairfax County
and 30 percent in Loudoun.

This is one of the few delegate districts
in the state that hasn’t been gerrymandered
to eliminate any mystery or any competition.

In 2013, Comstock won the district by
all of 422 votes.  The Democratic near-win-
ner then was also Kathleen Murphy.

Murphy will face GOP nominee Craig
Parisot who won a GOP firehouse primary
November 15.  Parisot moved to the district
relatively recently, coming from Cheverly,
Maryland, where he ran for mayor in 2004
and garnered all of four votes.

The district is about as closely contested

as one can get.  In 2012, Barack Obama re-
ceived 18,688 votes in the district and Mitt
Romney also received 18,688 votes!

Dems are far from a majority in the
House of Delegates.  With computer gerry-
mandering, the GOP has got a two-thirds ma-
jority.  But the Murphy campaign is a great
place to start clawing our way back.

Any Arlington Dems who would like to
help may contact the Murphy campaign by
emailing volunteer4kathleen@gmail.com.

The Arlington YDs have a door knock-
ing event set for Sunday, January 4, with shifts
starting at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and lunch pro-
vided in between.  To join them, contact AYD
political director Jack Bardo at

politics@arlingtonyoungdems.org.
Murphy, a graduate of The American

University, is president of Johnson Murphy
and Associates, a consulting firm based in
McLean that helps companies and non-prof-
its build legislative strategies.  Previously, she
worked on international trade issues at the
Commerce Department and handled congres-
sional affairs at the Agency for International
Development (AID) during the Clinton Ad-
ministration.  She also worked on the Hill for
Rep. Charlie Wilson of Texas.  She is a mother
of four and lives in McLean with her hus-
band, Bill Sudow.

Help out in
Jan. election
next door
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Happy Anniversary to us:  This issue marks the start of the 40th year for The Voice,
until several years ago known simply as “the newsletter.”

Whipple back in saddle:   Gov. Terry McAuliffe has named former State Senator
Mary Margaret Whipple to the 15-member State Board of Health, the body
that under Gov. McDonnell voted for costly rules that will put most of the
state’s 18 abortion clinics out of business.  Whipple replaces a member who
voted for the costly rules but is now moving out of state for a new job.  Whipple
is expected to give the board a majority to start the lengthy process to reverse
the rules adopted under McDonnell.

Chair again:  Larry Roberts, who was the chairman of ACDC at the turn of the
century (remember Y2K), has just been elected chair of the Virginia Public
Access Project (VPAP) for 2015.  VPAP gathers lots of factual data on such
things as election finances in the state and also produces a daily collection of
political clippings from newspapers all around the state.  Larry, who was
counselor to Gov. Tim Kaine, is now a partner in the Government Affairs Group
of Venable, the DC-based law firm.

Moving up:   The National Governors Association has selected Gov. Terry
McAuliffe to be its vice chairman starting in the summer of 2015.  The vice
chair normally becomes the chair the following summer.  When Sen. Mark
Warner was governor, he was chair of the NGA in 2004-05.

Making news:   In its last issue, Arlington Magazine had an excellent piece by 48th
District candidate Andrew Schneider about his experience running for—and
losing—that race.  The current (January-February) issue profiles former Wilson
precinct captain, lieutenant governor candidate, and first U.S. Chief Technology
Officer Aneesh Chopra in a two-page Q&A format.  What you didn’t know
about Aneesh:  That his first job was as a bellhop.  That his most embarrassing
moment was appearing on The Daily Show, forgetting what he was going to say
and “default[ing] to the giggles.”  Proudest moment was, as U.S. Chief Technol-
ogy Officer, the passage of the National Wireless Initiative which he helped
pitch to President Obama and then “had the privilege of joining him on Air
Force One for the policy announcement.”  Chopra is now the co-founder and
EVP of Hunch Analytics, based in Ballston.

Aloha, oi!   Last month, we mentioned how Hawaiian society has recently inte-
grated many Hawaiian words into everyday life.  One result of all these changes
is that those usual email appeals from candidates for funds can leave you
headscratching.  They begin as usual, but then....  We reported on an appeal
Donkey Ears got recently from Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard, the only Hindu
in the US House of Representatives (and best surfer).  She was seeking funds
for David Ige, the successful Democratic candidate for governor and said,
“David is committed to fighting for our shared values: growing our economy
and creating jobs on every island to give our families a fair shot at getting
ahead, investing in our schools and our students to grow the next generation of
talent, caring for our kupuna and protecting our ‘aina.”  As promised last month,
here’s the translation.  Kapuna means senior citizens and ‘aina means the
environment (literally land).  We just got a holiday greetings from Gabbard
saying, “Mele Kalikimaka and best wishes to you and your ‘ohana this holiday
season.”  ‘Ohana means extended family and Mele Kalikimaka is how Merry
Christmas is pronounced in Hawaiian, which lacks the “r” and “s” sounds.

We’re almost there!  The cereal drive is
just 37 boxes short of making its 2014 goal
of 350 boxes.  Like last year, we will offi-
cially consider January 1, 2015, to be part of
2014 so you can bring cereal boxes to the New
Year’s Day Reception to help the 2014 drive
reach the goal.

The drive by Democratic Values in Ac-
tion (DVA), the charitable arm of ACDC, col-
lected 35 boxes in the last month, so the 350
goal is easily reachable.

Usually, contributions slack off in the fall
when the focus is on the November election.
And with this year’s rash of monthly caucuses,
primaries and other ballotings, it looked un-
likely we could make the goal.  But, cereal
boxes kept rolling in despite the constant cam-
paigning.

DVA Chair Kim Klingler also started a
precinct competition to see which precinct
could collect the largest number of boxes.
That has helped boost the intake.  As of now,
Nottingham and Woodlawn are in the lead
with Yorktown, Rock Spring, Cherrydale,
Central, Marshall, Madison, Aurora Hills and

Monroe challenging for the
top spot.

Bring a box or two to the
New Year’s Day Reception
and bring the Old Year to a
good ending and the New
Year to a solid start.

The New Year’s Day Re-
ception, as described on
Page One in this month’s is-
sue, will start at 1 p.m. at
the home of County Board
Member Mary Hynes,
1503 North Highland
Street, just north of Wilson
Boulevard and a short saun-
ter from the Clarendon
Metro Station.

If you forget to bring a
box, there will be a jar avail-
able in which you can plunk

down some cash toward the cause.
All the cereal goes to the Arlington Food

Assistance Center (AFAC) to help the less for-
tunate.

350

313

Democratic Values in Action

Cereal drive
nearing its
2014 goal
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It’s the off-off-year election coming up
this fall and that means a passel of posts are
up on the ballot—a total of 15, which is the
largest number of the four-year election cycle
in Arlington.

It’s an all-local election with no federal
or statewide positions before the voters, so it
is usually the lowest turnout of the four-year
cycle.

So far, only one elected official has an-
nounced she won’t run for re-election—
School Board Member Abby Raphael.  So,
only one caucus is planned for the moment.
But there could be other retirements or chal-
lengers filing against incumbents.

With 15 posts up for election this fall,

May 14 at Drew Model School and May 16
at Washington-Lee High School.

Raphael’s departure means that three of
the five School Board members will have
turned over in 18 months.  Over the summer,
Noah Simon departed to care for his children
following the death of his wife. And Sally
Baird opted against a re-election bid this year.
Simon was succeeded by Nancy Van Doren,
who will serve the remainder of his term,
while Baird will be succeeded by Barbara
Kanninen.

Raphael’s next role could come on the
state level; Gov. Terry McAuliffe over the next

continued from page one

2015 off-off year ballot is a biggie
you can’t keep track of everything without a
program.  So here’s the program.  Note that
each voter will see 10 posts on the ballot,
while we are tracking 15.  That is because the
voter will see only one Senate seat and one
House of Delegates seat while we are track-
ing the three Senate and four Delegate seats
in Arlington County.

This is also the one year in the four-year
cycle in which two County Board seats are
on the ballot.  Here are the incumbents whose
terms are up at the end of the year.
County Board

Walter Tejada
Mary Hynes

School Board

Abby Raphael—She has announced she
will not run for re-election.
State Senate

Adam Ebbin—28% of voters in Arling-
ton

Barbara Favola—58% of voters in Ar-
lington

Janet Howell—18% of voters in Arling-
ton
House of Delegates

Rob Krupicka—18% of voters in Arling-
ton

Patrick Hope—100% of voters in Arling-
ton

Rip Sullivan–69% of voters in Arling-
ton

Alfonso Lopez—71% of voters in Ar-
lington
Clerk of the Court

Paul Ferguson
Commissioner of Revenue

Ingrid Morroy
Commonwealth’s Attorney

Theo Stamos
Sheriff

Beth Arthur
Treasurer

Carla de la Pava
All of these terms are four years, except the
post of clerk of the court, which is an eight-
year term.  Residents of Falls Church also vote
for the clerk of the court.

Because the last five posts listed above
are named in the state constitution and are
referred to collectively as “The Constitution-
als,” this year in the four-year election cycle
is often called the Constitutional year.

Raphael not running for re-election
year will have several slots to fill on the Vir-
ginia Board of Education, and Raphael did
not dispute that she might be interested.  “I
would like to continue my work in education,
perhaps at the state level,” she told The Voice.

Raphael is an attorney and former assis-
tant commonwealth’s attorney in Arlington.
Her husband, Stuart, serves as the
commonwealth’s solicitor general in the of-
fice of Attorney General Mark Herring.

The Raphaels have two daughters, one a
student at Duke University and the other at
Washington-Lee High School.

In Virginia, political parties can’t for-
mally nominate School Board candidates,
who must run as independents, but parties can

“endorse” candidacies.
Under the rules adopted by ACDC, next

year’s caucus will be held under the instant-
runoff procedure first introduced in 2013.
Voters rank candidates in order of their pref-
erence.  The last-place candidate is eliminated,
and his or her votes are reassigned to the vot-
ers’ second choices.  This procedure contin-
ues through as many rounds as needed until
one candidate achieves more than 50 percent
of the vote.

This avoids having to schedule another
run-off a few weeks after the first vote and
at the same guarantees that the final candi-
date has the majority support of voting
Democrats.
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As he embarks on his second term in
office, Sen. Mark Warner says he sees op-
portunities to build majorities across party
lines even though the GOP will be in control
of the Senate.

Warner will rank 59th in Senate senior-
ity when he takes his oath of office.  What’s
more, he will then hold a leadership position
in the Democratic Caucus.  He has been
named policy development advisor for the
Democratic Policy and Communications Cen-
ter, a leadership group that meets weekly un-
der the chairmanship of New York Sen. Chuck
Schumer.

Warner will enter his second term with
a base of experience about getting things done
in the Senate. “I learned the value of building
trusting relationships on both sides of the
aisle,” he told the News Virginian of
Waynesboro in an interview. “I learned se-
niority still matters in an institution of 100. I
learned that big things rarely happen on the
first try.”

Warner said he also views the new Re-
publican control of the U.S. Senate as an op-
portunity. “I will give the Republican leader-
ship the benefit of the doubt,’’ he said of new
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky. Warner said there would be “opportu-
nities for those in the political center who want
to get policy done.”

If McConnell is willing to sacrifice some
extreme Republican voices, Warner said, he
can attract a coalition of 15 to 20 Democratic

senators to get legislation done.
Warner went on to describe for the News

Virginian where things stand on two of his
long-term policy goals—achieving tax re-
form, and enacting entitlement reform.

Warner hopes to advance both.  He said
he “wants to do more than vote on deputy sec-
retaries and district judges.”

Warner said the tax reform of the 1980s
“took the tax code and cleaned out the under-
brush. The tax code was dramatically cleaned
up.”  But in the decades since, Warner said
“special interests have crept back in. They
have gotten additional deductions and exemp-
tions.”

Warner said there are members of Con-
gress in both parties who want tax reform to
happen. And he said he fought to remain on
the Senate Finance Committee with an eye
toward accomplishing tax reform.

As for entitlement reform, Warner said
simple math says it must happen. Not accom-
plishing the reform of programs like Social
Security “is a disservice to anyone under 50,”
he said. While the ratio of those working to
those receiving Social Security was once 16
to 1, it is now 3 to 1. “It is not the Democrats’
or the Republicans’ fault,’’ Warner said.”It is
what it is.”

Warner said there is also America’s
crumbling infrastructure to fix and the hope
of bringing manufacturing jobs back to the
United States. “Because of the political un-
certainty in China, a lot of American compa-

Warner sees opportunities in minority

SEN. MARK WARNER
. . . opportunity knocks

nies are talking about bringing those jobs
back,’’ he said.

Warner also told the News Virginian he
wants to work toward fair trade that would
hold other countries to the environmental and
labor standards that exist in America.

As a member of the Senate’s bipartisan
“Gang of Six,” Warner was focused on get-
ting the country’s finances back on track. “I
should have gotten them all on camera,’’ he
said of the group’s efforts. Permanent bonds
were forged between Warner and other mem-
bers of the gang, including retiring Georgia
Sen. Saxby Chambliss, a Republican.

During his final speech to the Senate,
Chambliss spoke fondly of his work with
Warner.

“My most productive time in the Senate
has been spent with my dear friend, Sen. Mark
Warner. Our work with the Gang of Six, which
included Senators Durbin, Conrad, Coburn,
Crapo and then later Senators Johanns and
Bennett, represent the very best of everything
about the United States Senate. We spent lit-
erally hundreds of hours together debating
ideas and trying to solve major problems, and
we came very close. Sen. Warner’s insight,
his wanting to solve problems, his political
inspiration are lessons that I will carry with
me forever,’’ Chambliss said.

The Commish of Revenue, Ingrid
Morroy, will be the featured guest at the Janu-
ary Second Saturday Breakfast.

Breakfast organizer Charley Conrad is
trying to bring every candidate running for
election or re-election this fall before the Sec-
ond Saturday Breakfast crowd.  Since there
are 15 local posts on the ballot this year, this
could be quite a challenge.

This month’s second Saturday is Janu-
ary 10.

The breakfast will be held at the famil-
iar spot, Busboys and Poets in Shirlington,
starting at 8:30 a.m.

You are requested to bring cash to pay
for your meal.  And bring along a box or two
of cereal to help kick off the 2015 drive to
collect cereal for the Arlington Food Assis-
tance Center (AFAC).

Ingrid featured for breakfast
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continued from page one

Panel proposes constitutional amendment
to create independent re-districting system
to get the legislators to be willing to put the
people’s interest ahead of political interest or
their own political interest.”

Boucher said public support is needed
to get the General Assembly to act.  “We’re
probably only going to see an independent re-
districting commission once there’s a very
large base of support for it,” he said.

Legislation to create an independent re-
districting commission has been introduced
for years by Democratic Sen. Creigh Deeds.
His bill has normally passed in the Senate but
been buried in a committee in the House of
Delegates.

Currently, 13 states or one-quarter use
commissions to re-draw district boundaries.
Some of these commissions have the final say
on boundaries; others recommend their maps
to the state legislature for final action.  The
five-page recommendation of the Virginia eth-
ics panel did not say what should happen af-
ter the redistricting commission completes its
work or how its maps would become the rule.

 The 10-member panel Bolling and
Boucher co-chair is formally known as the
Commission on Integrity and Public Confi-
dence in State Government.  It was created in
September and the redistricting commission
is its first proposal.

The panel wants the General Assembly,
which convenes January 14, to approve a con-
stitutional amendment in its 2015 session that
would create the independent commission.
Under the commonwealth’s constitution, a
proposed constitutional amendment must be
approved in two General Assembly sessions
with an election in between and then be sub-
mitted to the voters for approval at the next
general election.  If approved in 2015, there
would be an election in the fall and if approved
at the 2016 session, it could then be on the
ballot in November 2016.

As proposed by the Bolling-Boucher
panel, the redistricting commission would
consist of five members, one chosen by each
of the House speaker, the House minority
leader, the Senate majority leader and the
Senate minority leader. Those four would then
choose the fifth member. Should they fail to
agree, the chief justice of the state Supreme
Court would appoint the fifth.

The commission would draw the lines
for congressional districts, House of Delegate

districts and State Senate districts. Republi-
cans are expected to be resistant.  Right now
all five statewide offices—where boundary
lines cannot be tinkered with—are held by
Democrats while Republicans have majori-
ties in the House of Delegates, State Senate
and congressional delegation where district
lines have been drawn by legislators.

The panel’s report says, “The prolifera-
tion of split precincts, excessive partitioning
of localities and illogically drawn political dis-
tricts make politics opaque and bewildering,
causing confusion among voters and further
estranging them from civic engagement and
their elected leader.”

The ethics panel laid out six standards it
wants the General Assembly to write into law
for the redistricting commissions to follow.
Those standards are:
• Respecting existing city, county and
town boundaries—Only one of Arlington’s
seven delegates and state senators now has a
district entirely within Arlington;
• Compactness—This calls for an end to
those districts that spiral across the map with
tendrils sticking out to pick up a pocket of
desirable voters here and there.  Compactness
is part of current law but is commonly ig-
nored;
• Racial and ethnic fairness;
• Equal population—Districts all ought to
have about the same number of residents,
which is required under a Supreme Court de-
cision of a few decades ago and which is hon-
ored in the state, sometimes resulting in pre-
cincts being split to produce mathematical
precision;
• Contiguity—Another strike at those pre-
cincts that swirl and twirl.  The Daily Press
of Norfolk cited as an example the 6th State
Senate District.  To drive from Norfolk’s
Granby neighborhood to Mathews County at
the other side of the district one drives through
the 1st District, the 2nd District, the 1st District
again and the 3rd District before arriving back
in the 6th District.
• No politics—The report says: “The
Commission shall not be provided with po-
litical data or election results as part of its
database, and no district shall be drawn using
political data or election results in order to
favor a political party or incumbent legisla-
tor or member of Congress.”

Boucher told the Bristol Herald Courier,
“Today, in this region as well as across the

rest of the state, the state legislative districts
have been drawn in order to favor the party
that was in control at the time of the process,”
he said. “I’m a Democrat and I’m not fault-
ing the Republicans. They drew the legisla-
tive districts in this region to favor their party.
But if the Democrats had been in control of
the process, the Democrats would have done
the same thing. Both parties do that. It’s a bi-
partisan offense.”

Boucher said, “Local citizens become
confused when districts are drawn in an odd
configuration, particularly when towns are
split, or counties are split; people become con-
fused about whose district they live in,”
Boucher said. “Respecting the local political
boundaries is very important, and that’s one
of the leading criteria” in the recommenda-
tions.

“I think the challenge of our time is to
make government work again,” Boucher said.
“The necessary first step to do that is to have
redistricting decisions that are made—not
based on political considerations and protect-
ing parties—but based on other factors that
are more important, such as having contigu-
ous districts, having respect for local politi-
cal boundaries, so whole towns and whole
boundaries are kept in legislative districts,
having compact districts so that communica-
tion across the district and identification by
voters about the district they’re in becomes
better.”

He said that would lead to more districts
represented by people with a centrist point of
view.

“It would create a greater incentive to
work in a bipartisan manner to solve these
problems, and it would be the first step in ad-
dressing the gridlock that has made gover-
nance so difficult, and made it so hard to ad-
dress the major challenges,” Boucher said.

    BOLLING        BOUCHER
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Senator Tim Kaine is endorsing Hillary
Clinton for the 2016 Democratic presidential
nomination, even though fellow Virginia
Democrat Jim Webb is thinking of running.

“I am going to stick with Hillary,” Kaine
said in an interview on the “Charlie

Rose” PBS program. Kaine said
he believes the former secretary
of state is “the best qualified per-
son to be a great president.”

No other statewide
Democratic officeholder in Vir-
ginia has yet taken a public posi-
tion on the presidential race.

Kaine’s early endorse-
ment is noteworthy because he
was the very first Democratic gov-
ernor to endorse the candidacy of
newcomer Barack Obama in
2008, when the Illinois senator
challenged Clinton for the nomi-

nation. It is also noteworthy because Webb
was Kaine’s predecessor in the Senate; Kaine
won the seat in 2012 when Webb retired.

Webb has launched an exploratory com-
mittee to consider running for the Democratic
presidential nomination.

Kaine was optimistic that Clinton would
run: “I don’t have any inside intelligence, but
my intuition says yes.”

Governor Terry McAuliffe has an-
nounced he is including $28 million in his
upcoming budget to provide new voting ma-
chines to precincts all across Virginia so all
polling places will have identical, state-of-the-
art equipment for the 2015 November elec-
tions.

If enacted, this would replace all the vot-
ing machines in Arlington.

The governor is proposing a one-time
investment of $28 million in Virginia Public

McAuliffe wants digital scan
voting machines for state

Building Authority bonds so that all voting
machines in Virginia will be digital-scan vot-
ing machines that have paper trails. Currently,
localities are responsible for buying their own
voting machines.  However, the state will fully
cover the cost of purchasing these new voting
machines for 2,166 precincts. The funding will
also reimburse communities that have already
bought the approved type of machine for 401
precincts.

On Election Day 2014, 49 jurisdictions
or more than one-third of Virginia’s 133 lo-
calities reported voting equipment issues, and
currently Virginia precincts are using a wide
variety of machines that are often outdated or,
like Arlington’s, lack paper trails.

Under the proposed system, voters would
mark paper ballots, which then would be
scanned into a machine that would tally the
votes. The paper ballots are then saved in case
of a recount.

McAuliffe said, “We cannot expect Vir-
ginians to come to the polls on Election Day
if we cannot ensure that their votes will be
counted correctly and in a timely manner. The
problems Virginia encountered on Election
Day this year were unacceptable, which is why
I have taken unprecedented steps to replace
all legacy voting equipment in the Common-
wealth with state-of-the art machines that have
paper trails and will update our Department
of Elections website.”

Kaine backs
Hillary for
president

This is one type of digital scan voting machine now on the market.

KAINE
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Only 62 showed up in Arl without photo ID
The new state voter ID law didn’t make

much difference statistically at the polls in Ar-
lington in November.  Only 62 people showed
up to vote without the required photo ID.
That’s not even 1/10th of one percent of the
68,000 total voting.

It is, of course, possible that the public-
ity around the voter ID issue drove people
without a photo ID away from the polls.  It is
also possible that the extent of the challenge
posed by the photo ID law won’t show up until
the 2016 presidential election, when voter
turnout is at its highest.

The known facts are that as of Septem-

ber, 10,562 “active” Arlington voters did not
have an ID issued by the state’s Department
of Motor Vehicles.  That is a whopping 7.5
percent of Arlington’s “active” voters.  It is
the highest percentage of any jurisdiction in
the state that isn’t a college town.

“Active” voter means someone who has
actually voted in recent years.  It eliminates
“inactive” people who are carried on the reg-
istration rolls but have not been to the polls
in recent years with a high probability that
they have moved out of the county.

Of course, someone without an ID from
the DMV may still have a photo ID from an-

other source—a federal job, for example.  So,
the DMV statistic is not a firm number of the
people unable to vote because of the new law.

Still, the fact that fewer than 0.1 percent
of those showing up at the polls lacked a photo
ID when 7.5 percent of active voters in the
county lack DMV IDs was a surprise.

Anyone who showed up without a photo
ID was allowed to cast a provisional ballot,
which was set aside.  If the voter obtained a
photo ID and showed it at the Registrar’s Of-
fice by the Friday after the balloting, then the
ballot was counted.  Of those 62 provisional
ballots cast without the required ID, 41 or two-
thirds of the voters either provided an ID by
the deadline or came into the Registrar’s Of-
fice to get a free photo ID.  All had registered
previously.

Altogether, the county saw 295 total pro-
visional ballots cast.  Of the 233 cast for other
than the photo ID issue, only 35 or 15 percent
were accepted by the deadline.

County Registrar Linda Lindberg said
the bulk of those ballots not counted were
because the voter’s name was not in the poll-
book. These individuals were either on the
rolls in another precinct or locality where they
could have returned to vote or were not regis-
tered at all.

Most stated they were currently resid-
ing in Arlington.  But there were a few oddi-
ties.  Lindberg noted that a woman from Nor-
folk said she had requested but never received
an absentee ballot from Norfolk and thought
she could just vote in Arlington.

Everyone whose ballot was rejected re-
ceived a letter explaining why. The ones who
were rejected for no ID were sent informa-
tion on the ID requirements.

For the most part, Lindberg observed, the
people lacking photo IDs were 30-somethings
who live in the Metro corridor.  That reflected
the supposition that a large proportion of the
Arlington no-ID people would be younger
voters who use Metro and do not have a car—
and consequent license.

Another concern was senior citizens who
no longer drive.  Lindberg said 12 residents
of The Jefferson retirement home showed up
with no valid IDs.  So, the Registrar took its
mobile ID unit to The Jefferson on the Thurs-
day after the election and issued every single
one of the 12 a free photo ID.

“We also picked up a couple of other resi-
dents as well,” Lindberg said.  “We had been
there several weeks before the election creat-
ing IDs, but clearly the word did not get out
to everyone. It’s easy for us to be accommo-
dating in a situation like that.”
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS — Arlington Democrats marked the holidays
with Gov. Terry McAuliffe at the Executive Mansion in Richmond.
From left: the Governor, ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky, Erica Jack-
son, Steve Baker and (back to camera) Charley Conrad.
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When the new U.S. House of Represen-
tatives starts up in January, the GOP will have
its largest majority since Herbert Hoover was
president.

That record was sealed when a re-count
in Arizona gave the final outstanding race to
the Republican challenger.

Republican Martha McSally ousted

Federal prosecutors will not seek crimi-
nal charges surrounding the abrupt June res-
ignation of Democratic State Sen. Phillip P.
Puckett from the legislature.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the West-
ern District and the FBI have been investi-
gating Puckett’s departure, which paved the
way for Republicans to take control of the
state Senate, thwarting Gov. Terry
McAuliffe’s bid for Medicaid expansion.

“After reviewing the facts gathered dur-
ing the investigation, considering potentially
applicable statutes, and consulting with the
Public Integrity Section at the Department of
Justice, we have decided not to pursue fed-
eral criminal charges for acts surrounding
Senator Puckett’s resignation,” U.S. Attorney
Timothy J. Heaphy said in a letter released
publicly.

Puckett was in line for a potential high-
level job at the GOP-controlled state tobacco
commission at the time of his resignation,
though he later withdrew his name from con-
sideration. Internal commission emails show
the commission chairman, Republican Del.
Terry Kilgore, was behind the potential job
offer and that commission staff were con-
cerned about the timing of the offer.

Puckett said he was resigning in part so

that his daughter, Martha Ketron, could be ap-
proved as a state judge. The GOP-controlled
House of Delegates twice approved her nomi-
nation, but Republicans in the State Senate
blocked her appointment to serve as a juve-
nile and domestic relations judge in southwest
Virginia because of a long-standing policy not
to appoint lawmakers’ immediate relatives to
judgeships.

Puckett resigned while discussing the
judgeship for his daughter and a job for him-
self on the GOP-controlled state tobacco com-
mission. Puckett and Kilgore, who was chair-
man of the commission, said there was no quid
pro quo, but the resignation set off howls from
Democrats and triggered a federal probe.

“Obviously we’re extremely pleased
with the decision, but it’s a shame that Phil
had to go through this torture for six months,”
said Puckett’s attorney, Thomas J. Bondurant.
“From Day One it was absolutely clear there
was no criminal act.”

Puckett comes from Russell County in
far southwestern Virginia’s coal country, an
area that has shifted from solidly Democratic
to solidly Republican in the last two decades.
Puckett was one of the few Democrats to win
re-election there, albeit with ever diminish-
ing margins, and he was replaced by a Re-

PHIL PUCKETT
. . . no charges

Democrat Ron Barber by 167 votes out of
about 220,000 cast.

Barber was a staffer for Rep. Gabrielle
Giffords when he and the congresswoman
were wounded during a political event in Tuc-
son in January 2011. Barber then won a spe-
cial election to fill out the remainder of
Giffords’ term. He defeated McSally in 2012

No charges over Puckett’s resignation

publican in the ensuing special election after
he resigned.

His daughter’s judgeship stalled, though
Republicans say it could come up for a vote
in January.

GOP has largest House majority since Hoover
to win a full term in Congress, in a race sepa-
rated by fewer than 2,500 votes.

McSally, a former Air Force combat pi-
lot, won their rematch this year.

The results of the mandatory recount
mean Republicans will hold their largest
House majority since the election of 1928.

The GOP will now hold 247 seats to 188
for Democrats.  That’s one better than after
the 1946 election, when the GOP held a ma-
jority of 246 with 188 Democrats and one
American Labor Party member.

The last election in which the GOP won
more seats than this year was in 1928, when
the result was 270 Republicans 164 Demo-
crats and one other member.  That was 86
years ago.  You’d have to be well into your
90s to remember that election.

It is worth noting that the last time the
Democratic Party held more House seats than
the GOP will now hold was after the 2008
elections, in which Dems took 257 seats to
178 for the GOP.  Dems then held 10 more
seats than the GOP will now hold.  And that
wasn’t so long ago.


