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Tejada won’t run for re-election

Senate committee approves
state redistricting commission

WALTER TEJADA

County Board Member Walter Tejada has announced plans to
step down from his seat at the end of his current term, setting up a
likely Democratic primary to choose a nominee in June.

In a letter to ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky, Tejada said, “After
proudly serving the Arlington community for twelve years on the
County Board, I have decided not to seek the Democratic nomination
for another term.”

Tejada didn’t say what he plans to do next, but wrote: “It has
been a real privilege and honor to seek ways to empower low income,
minority and immigrant residents in Arlington, the region, the state,
and across the country, and to encourage their participation in our
society.

“I remain committed to all of Arlington, in particular ensuring
that the least privileged are heard, protecting our safety net, fighting
for affordable housing, and providing a voice for many who frequently
go voiceless. I have enjoyed upholding these core values, and will
continue to do so in the future.”

Tejada won the Democratic nomination for a Board seat in a
hotly contested three-way caucus in 2003, then easily won the special
election that spring and the fall general elections in 2003, 2007 and
2011.

In the 2003 caucus, Tejada got 36.4 percent of the vote to 35.6
continued on page six

continued on page seven

The State Senate has approved a proposed con-
stitutional amendment creating an independent com-
mission to draw the boundaries of districts for seats
in the US House of Representatives and the state
General Assembly.

The proposal was approved 27-12, with ma-
jorities from both parties supporting it.  The Demo-
crats voted 12-6 in support (with one Democrat ab-
sent) while Republicans voted 15-6 in support.
Arlington Senators Adam Ebbin and Janet Howell
voted for the proposal while Barbara Favola voted
nay.

The legislation faces likely oblivion in the
House of Delegates, however.

ACDC approved a resolution in January sup-
porting the constitutional amendment.  (See story
on page eight.)

The proposed amendment would create a
seven-person commission to draw the redistricting
maps.  Four of the members would be political ap-

pointees—one named by each of the Democratic
and Republican leaders of the State Senate and
House of Delegates.  The other three members
would be the auditor of public accounts, the state
inspector general and the executive director of the
Virginia state bar, officials whose positions require
the exercise of apolitical or nonpartisan judgment
and discretion.

The maps would have to be approved by a su-
per majority of five of the seven members, with that
majority including the votes of at least one of the
Democrats, one of the Republicans and one of the
independent members.  The maps would take ef-
fect after that vote; in other words, the General As-
sembly would have no power to review the final
product, as it can in many other states.

But that super majority requirement means the
commission may not be able to approve any plan.
In that event, the draft constitutional amendment
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

President Obama in his State of the
Union addressed one of the fundamental chal-
lenges of our time: how will we make sure all
Americans prosper? Are we going to settle
for only a few doing spectacularly well or are
we going to commit ourselves to rising in-
comes for all?

The President calls this middle class eco-
nomics and, of course, he is not alone. Rep-
resentative Chris Van Hollen of Maryland has
released an ambitious plan to give the middle
class a raise (through a series of tax cuts) paid
for with a financial transaction tax mostly
aimed at Wall Street. This plan is backed by
our own Representative Don Beyer.

Furthermore, the Center for American
Progress just released a 160-page study dem-
onstrating that the middle class is struggling
in many rich democracies, and that most coun-
tries needs to repair the link between growth
and middle class prosperity.

Of course the Republicans now control
Congress and they are almost universally op-
posed to any policy supported by President
Obama, especially policies that benefit the

middle class by taxing the wealthy.
If national legislation is not now the an-

swer, perhaps more can be accomplished in Vir-
ginia. In one year, Governor Terry McAuliffe
has closed on 235 economic development
projects creating 18,790 jobs. The governor is
committed to “building a broad-based founda-
tion for economic growth with benefits that
extend to all Virginians.” He has introduced
an array of bills in the General Assembly to
help make this goal a reality.

In the State Senate, the Democratic Sen-
ate Caucus has called for opportunities for
economic security. Senator David Marsden
said that Democrats will be introducing bills
to raise the minimum wage and to allow for
greater paid sick leave. Senator Adam Ebbin
is emphasizing equal opportunity bills for all
Virginians. And Senator Barbara Favola is
committed to ensuring all Virginians have the
opportunity to live healthier and safer lives
by supporting Medicaid expansion and gun
safety bills. If we can make progress on any
of these bills, that will help Virginia’s middle
class.

In the House of Delegates, the Virginia
Democratic House Caucus has an ambitious
agenda aligned with the governor and State
Senate to help the middle class. Delegate
Eileen Filler-Corn has a bill from the gover-
nor to help the middle class. Delegate Marcus
Simon is pulling no punches and pushing for
a full $15.15 per hour minimum wage. Del-
egate Alfonso Lopez is introducing a clean-
energy jobs bill to create onshore and offshore
wind jobs. Unfortunately, all this great legis-
lation faces especially long odds in the House
of Delegates where Republicans outnumber
us 67-to-32.

If middle class economics are stymied
at the national and state level, then we must
step up at the local level. In Arlington, our
challenge is housing affordability. We need
to do what we can to ensure there is not only
subsidized housing, but also market rate af-
fordable housing. Arlington’s success has
been built on the inclusion of people from all
kinds of different backgrounds, but it’s be-
coming harder for all except the rich to live
here. We need committed leaders on the
County Board to vote in favor of helping the
middle class live in Arlington.

We cannot settle for a broken Republican
Congress and General Assembly. This year we
Democrats must take back the initiative in Ar-
lington, pick up seats in the House of Delegates,
take back the majority in the State Senate, and
set our party up for big wins in 2016. Helping
the middle class depends on it.

Helping the middle class

The featured guest at the next Second
Saturday Breakfast will be Clerk of the Court
Paul Ferguson, who will clue everyone in
on jury duty as well as discuss the political
horizon and the activities of his office.

The clerk of the court has the only eight-
year term in state government.  Paul was first
elected in 2007 after leaving the County
Board.

He will be appearing at the Second Sat-
urday Breakfast as part of a plan to have ev-
ery candidate appear there before the elec-
tions.

This month the second Saturday falls on
February 14.  Happy Valentine’s Day!

Breakfast with
Paul Ferguson
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, February 4, at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month
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Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th Street South
(located two blocks east of Glebe Road and

one block east of Walter Reed Drive)

Our featured speaker at the monthly meeting

will be Keyanna Conner, Senator Mark Warner’s

director of government and community affairs.  We

can also expect some (many?) candidate an-

nouncements.

Governor Terry McAuliffe has named
the three new members of the State Board of
Elections (SBE), but some Republicans are
unhappy with his GOP pick, though not his
Democratic selections.

The SBE is comprised of three members.
The sitting governor must name two mem-
bers of his own party and one member of the
other party.

The Republican chosen by McAuliffe is
Matthew Gray of Richmond, the state direc-
tor of the Humane Society of the United
States.

Pat Mullins, chairman of the Republic
Party of Virginia, wrote a letter to McAuliffe
complaining that the governor had not con-
sulted with the GOP before choosing Gray.

Morgan Finkelstein, spokeswoman for
the Democratic Party of Virginia, told The
Washington Post no one at DPVA could re-
call McAuliffe’s Republican predecessor con-
sulting DPVA before naming his choice for
the Democratic member of the SBE.

Two unnamed Republicans told the Post
that the party’s main objection to Gray was
that he had voted in Democratic primaries in
2009, 2013 and 2014—something that bars
him from being a Republican in good stand-
ing under state party rules.

Republicans (and some Democrats) in
the state have sometimes recommended that
members of their party vote in the other

party’s primary to try to help what is perceived
as a weaker candidate win a nomination.

Last year, it was pointed out that Bar-
bara Comstock, elected last November as the
member of Congress succeeding Rep. Frank
Wolf, had voted in a Democratic primary.  That
did not prevent her from being the GOP nomi-
nee for Congress.

Under GOP rules, anyone voting in a
Democratic primary cannot stand for a GOP
nomination or serve as a delegate at a GOP
convention for five years.

From 2005 to 2007, Gray worked for the
National Republican Senatorial Committee,
the main national body working to elect GOP
candidates to the Senate.  In 2008, he worked
on the John McCain presidential campaign.

The two Democrats named to the SBE

are James B. Alcorn of Midlothian, director
of policy at the United Network for Organ
Sharing, and Singleton B. McAllister of
Great Falls, a lawyer with the firm of Husch
Blackwell.  Alcorn was named chairman of
the SBE by McAuliffe.

About half the states, like Virginia, do
not have registration by party and any regis-
tered voter can vote in any party primary.
When one party does not have a contested
primary but the other does, some members
of the primary-less party then migrate to the
other’s primary for that year.

GOP doesn’t
like GOPer
guv picked

MATTHEW GRAY
. . . Republican named
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Post-retirement:   Jim Moran has joined the Washington law firm of McDermott
Will & Emery as a “senior legislative adviser” after 24 years in the House.
Ethics rules bar all former House members from lobbying for one year after
retiring.  Moran told The Washington Post he anticipates registering as a
lobbyist next year.  Moran said, “In the private sector, I can focus on activities I
care about and promote them with greater focus than you’re often able to apply
in the legislative branch.  In the legislative branch, we tend to be generalists and
reactive to whoever needs help. In the private sector, I’m going to have the
ability to pick and choose priorities I care most about and follow things through
to the end rather than playing only a partial role in getting something achieved.”

The lure of Spain:   Mark Habeeb, Yorktown precinct captain, informs us that his
son, Noah, who was chairman of the Yorktown High School YDs, has started
classes at the University of Madrid, where he will also be teaching English
conversation.  Mark says, “He made a point of telling me that a glass of wine in
the student cafe costs two euros (about $2.25), which means I could save a lot
of money by moving to Spain.”  Hasta la vista—and salud!

Checking out the buildings:   The County Board has named two dozen members
of a new Facilities Study Committee to look into the future of community real
estate.  The panel will be chaired by former County Board Member John
Milliken and includes such Dems as Greg Greeley, Alan Howze, Anne Steen,
Jason Rylander and Gabriela Uro.

Passages:   Charles Rinker, a long-time advocate for affordable housing in
Arlington, died January 8 at the age of 74 after several months of declining
health. Rinker ran for the County Board in 1979 along with Mary Margaret
Whipple as candidates of Arlingtonians for a Better County (ABC) against
incumbent Republicans Walter Franklin and Dorothy Grotos.  Both Rinker and
Whipple fell short that year.  Charlie was married to Lora Rinker, the founder
and long-time executive director of the Arlington Street People’s Assistance
Network (A-SPAN).  Together, they were vocal advocates over four decades for
housing for the disadvantaged.  Charlie and Lora met while attending the same
Methodist church and became high school sweethearts.  They attended Drew
Theological Seminary in New Jersey together and after graduation moved to
Washington where Charlie went to work with Marion Barry in his anti-slum
organization.  But the young couple found the District too expensive and
bought a home in Ashton Heights instead.

Second chance:   Sen. Barbara Favola introduced a bill this year that would
prohibit gun possession by anyone convicted in the commonwealth of assault
and battery, sexual assault of a household member, or stalking.  When the vote
was taken in committee, Chairman Thomas Norment, R-Norfolk, announced it
had passed, but the official record reported it had failed.  Supporters and
opponents both cried foul.  Norment brought the bill back up Wednesday after
some last minute tinkering to meet GOP objections, and it then passed.

Bob McDonnell has become at least the
15th governor convicted on charges of corrup-
tion while in office.

Illinois has seen three governors sent to
the pokey, while Maryland and Louisiana
have each seen two go behind bars.

There may have been some govs sent up
the river in the 19th Century, but the 15 identi-
fied cases have all been in recent decades since
the US Justice Department decided to make
corrupt activities in government a focus of its
activities.

Here are the winners:
Rod Blagojevich of Illinois
Otto Kerner Jr. of Illinois
George Ryan of Illinois
Spiro Agnew of Maryland
Marvin Mandel of Maryland
Edwin Edwards of Louisiana
Richard W. Leche of Louisiana
Ray Blanton of Tennessee
Edward DiPrete of Rhode Island
David Hall of Oklahoma
William Langer of North Dakota
Arch Moore Jr. of West Virginia
John G. Rowland of Connecticut
Don Siegelman of Alabama
Robert McDonnell of Virginia

Larry J. Sabato of the University of Vir-
ginia says his nominee for the most egregious
offender is Blanton of Tennessee, who was

convicted of extortion
and mail fraud for sell-
ing liquor licenses
while in office from
1975 to 1979.  “At the
end of his single term,
in an unprecedented
action, he was hustled
out of office a few days
early by the top offi-
cials of the state be-
cause he was issuing
pardons to jailed cro-
nies of his friends,”
said Sabato, with some
pardons going to con-
victed murderers.

Sabato says
some of these gover-
nors were just corrupt

people from the get-go, while others were the
product of the political culture in their states.

At least 15
governors have
been convicted

RAY BLANTON
. . . Tennessee
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NOW HEAR THIS – You can bring an assault rifle into the Virginia State Capitol, but don’t you
dare try to enter with a helium-filled balloon.  The House Democratic Caucus has put out this graphic
to expose the ridiculousness of the Virginia gun laws by showing what you can and cannot carry with
you on visiting the Capitol.  No guns are banned.  But the rules say: “Possession or use of any device
that may disrupt the conduct of business is prohibited, including, but not limited to: voice-amplifica-
tion equipment; bullhorns; blow horns; sirens; or other noise-producing devices, as well as signs on
sticks, poles or stakes; or helium-filled balloons.”  House Clerk Paul Nardo said the ban of signs on
sticks applies to US flags attached to poles.  But bring your Mauser or AK-47.

The Phil Puckett imbroglio came to an
end in late January as both houses of the Gen-
eral Assembly approved his daughter for a full
term as judge of a juvenile and domestic rela-
tions court in Southwest Virginia.

Martha P. Ketron was at the center of
what some saw as a scandal last June when
her dad, Puckett, resigned as a state senator.
That took the majority in the Senate away
from Democrats and handed it over to the
GOP.

It turned out Puckett had been offered a
job at the State Tobacco Commission, which
is under GOP control, just before he resigned.
In the resulting uproar, Puckett declined to
take the job.  He said his chief goal in resign-

ing was to see his daughter’s judgeship ap-
proved.

The GOP-controlled House had ap-
proved it, but the Senate had refused to act
because a long-standing policy bars the body
from approving judgeships for close relatives
of senators.

A month ago, the US Justice Department
closed its investigation of the Puckett episode
without filing any charges.

In the last week of January, both the
House of Delegates and the State Senate ap-
proved Ketron’s judgeship, ending the seven-
month saga.

In both chambers, Democrats declined
to vote in protest.

Puckett imbroglio ends as
daughter approved as judge

MARTHA KETRON
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SWORN-IN — Rep. Don Beyer was sworn in for his first term at
the start of January by House Speaker John Boehner while his
wife, Megan, held the family Bible.

percent for Christian Dorsey and 27.9 per-
cent for Al Eisenberg.  In the special elec-
tion, where Democrats normally face a hard
ride because of low turnouts, Tejada drew an
impressive 54.6 percent on an impressively
large turnout of more than 21,000 voters.

It was anticipated that he might draw
caucus opposition this year because of the Co-
lumbia Pike streetcar, of which he was the sole
remaining supporter on the County Board.

Tejada did not address the streetcar in
his retirement letter, but said, “While on the
County Board, I’ve tried to serve as an un-
apologetic progressive, and will look forward
in another capacity to always continuing to
support those Democratic values.”

Tejada was born in El Salvador and came
to the United States when he was 13.

School Board Member Abby Raphael
has already announced she will not run for
re-election this year, setting up a likely May

continued from page five caucus to endorse a candidate to succeed her.
Sheriff Beth Arthur and

Commonwealth’s Attorney Theo Stamos
have both announced their plans to run for
re-election this year.  With Tejada and Raphael
both having announced their retirements, that
leaves 11 other posts—four in the House of
Delegates, three in the State Senate and four
county positions—for which announcements
by incumbents are yet to be made.

More candidate announcements are an-
ticipated at the February 4 ACDC meeting.

ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky said four
Democrats have expressed an interest in run-
ning for Tejada’s seat and he anticipates the
party holding four or five candidate debates
before the June primary.

The deadline for candidates to file pa-
pers to run in the County Board primary is
March 26.

Walter Tejada retiring at end of this term

You can follow the progress of legisla-
tion before the General Assembly by using
the General Assembly’s bill tracker website.

Go to the General Assembly’s home
page, http://virginiageneral assembly.gov, call
up the number of the bill you want or click
“2014 Session Tracking” in the center of the
home page, and search for bills by subject or
patron.

Or call these toll-free numbers: 877-391-
3228 for the House, 888-892-6948 for the
Senate.

The bill summary lists actions taken on
bills and includes the texts of amendments or
new versions of the bill. When you read the
text of a bill, be aware that only the words in
italics are new. Language being deleted will
be crossed out.

The General Assembly’s Lobbyist-in-a-
Box tool will track as many as five bills for
you at no charge. For access to that tool, go
to http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/
legp608.exe?151+uu1+000000.

Here’s the way
to check the
way bills going
in Richmond
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continued from page one

says the two redistricting plans with the larg-
est number of votes will be sent to the state
Supreme Court, which will choose between
them.

The proposal orders that no political
data—such as previous voting results or the
addresses of incumbent members—be in-
cluded in considering district boundaries.

It lays out five criteria, in the order of
priority, that the commission is to adhere to:
1) Political boundaries—The commission
must respect county, city, town, precinct and
other political boundaries “to the maximum
extent possible.”  The current maps have been
heavily criticized for violating that principle.
In fact, almost 10 percent of the 2,500 pre-
cincts are split among districts for the House
of Delegates.  Where a political unit must be
split, the amendment directs that “clearly ob-
servable physical boundaries, such as high-
ways, roads, railroad lines, rivers, streams and
other natural or man-made features” be used.
2) Population—Districts should be “sub-
stantially equal” in population.  But the
amendment does not set any maximum de-
viation from the mathematical mean that is
allowed.  Many states have taken pride in
mathematical precision and deviations of less
than 1/100th of 1 percent, which has the im-
pact of requiring that political boundaries be
violated.
3) Race—Racial and ethnic “fairness,” as
defined by federal and state law and judicial
decisions, are to be adhered to.

4) Contiguity—New district boundaries
should be drawn so that “it is possible to travel
from one point in the district to any other point
in the district without crossing the boundary
of the district.”
5) Compactness—The amendment says
districts “shall not be oddly-shaped....Fingers
or tendrils extending from a district core shall
be avoided, as shall thin and elongated dis-
tricts and districts with multiple core popula-
tions connected by thin strips of land or wa-
ter.”  Such tortured boundaries have been
drawn in many states, including Virginia, to
cherry-pick areas of one party’s domination
or of racial concentrations in order to pack
them together in one district.

Those last two points—contiguity and
compactness—are the only two requirements
in the Constitution currently, and have often
been ignored.

The amendment lays out a tight sched-
ule.  Once the Census results are submitted
by the U.S. Census Bureau, the commission
would have only 30 days in which to draw
the boundaries of State Senate and House of
Delegates districts and 60 days in which to
draw the boundaries of US House of Repre-
sentatives districts.  The commission will have
to hold at least three public hearings in that
time frame.  It is authorized to consider re-
districting maps submitted by the general pub-
lic.

Senate approves non-political redistricting
A constitutional amendment is passed as

a joint resolution, which does not require a
governor’s signature.  But the legislation must
be approved twice by the General Assembly
with an election to the House of Delegates
intervening between the two votes before it
goes before the public in a referendum.

This Senate-passed provision, SJ284, has
now been sent to the House of Delegates
Committee on Privileges and Elections, where
it is expected to face much opposition.  House
Speaker William Howell has denounced the
whole idea of creating an independent com-
mission that would displace elected legisla-
tors from the redistricting process.

His spokesman said the speaker believes
that “redistricting was established by the fram-
ers as part of a political process.”  Actually,
the U.S. Constitution says not one word about
redistricting.  It doesn’t even require districts,
and in 1932 Virginia elected all of its con-
gressmen statewide when it could not agree
on new district lines in time.

In past years, proposals for an indepen-
dent commission have repeatedly passed the
State Senate, only to die in committee in the
House of Delegates.

Currently, 13 states or one-quarter have
some form of independent commission set up
to draw district boundaries.

The guidelines given the commission in

the proposed Virginia amendment very
closely track the proposals of a panel set up
last year by Gov. Terry McAuliffe.  (See last
month’s issue of The Voice on that panel’s
report.)  The main difference is the composi-
tion of the independent commission.  The
governor’s panel proposed that it have only
five members—the same four partisan mem-
bers and one other member to be chosen by
the four.  The Senate language strengthens the
role of non-partisan members.

The governor’s panel was also silent on
what would happen to the commission’s maps
after approval by the commission, while the
amendment makes clear that the maps will
take effect without any review by the Gen-
eral Assembly or governor.

TWISTED — One of the
most egregious districts
ever drawn was this one,
the Black majority 12th
Congressional District of
North Carolina in the
1990s, with some of the
chunks linked only by  the
asphalt of an Interstate
highway.
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At its January monthly meeting, ACDC
adopted a resolution favoring non-partisan
redistricting in Virginia.

ACDC joins the governor, the Arlington
County Board and members of the Arlington
legislative delegation in favoring a change to
the Virginia Constitution to replace the cur-
rent process that draws district lines in a highly
partisan manner.

Action on redistricting is required now
because it takes at least three years to amend
the Constitution and such an amendment
would need to be in place by 2021 in order to
govern the next reapportionment of the Vir-
ginia state legislature and the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Among the whereas clauses in the reso-
lution, ACDC said, “Virginia’s historic prac-
tice of redistricting controlled by the majority
party in each legislative chamber is an unfair
and outdated practice that stifles political com-
petition, discourages compromise and pro-
motes continued control by the party in power
during the redistricting process.”

The full text of the resolution can be seen
on the ACDC website at
www.arlingtondemocrats.org.

With a little help from Democratic
friends in Arlington—and probably an assist
from the snowman—Kathleen Murphy has
switched a GOP seat in the House of Del-
egates into the Democratic fold.

Murphy, 66, won a special election Janu-
ary 6 in the 34th Delegate District that begins
at the Arlington County line and runs up the
Potomac River through Fairfax County and
into Loudoun County.

It was the first of a long list of victories
that Democrats will need to re-take the ma-
jority in the 100-seat House of Delegates.  The
breakdown is now 67 Republicans, 32 Demo-
crats and one independent.

Murphy’s margin was very small—just
326 votes.  That contrasted with her losing
margin of 422 votes in 2013 when she also
contested the seat.

Murphy ran against Barbara Comstock
in 2013.  Last November, Comstock won the
congressional seat to replace Rep. Frank Wolf.
That opened up the seat for Murphy to win
this time.

Here are the results for this year, when
Murphy beat Republican Craig Parisot, and
in 2013.

January 2015
Murphy   6,419 51.2%
Parisot   6,093 48.6%
Write-Ins        16   0.1%
Total 12,528

November 2013
Murphy 14,540 49.2%
Comstock 14,962 50.6%

Write-Ins        42   0.1%
Total 29,544

It should be noted that this is one of the
few contestable districts in the common-
wealth.  That is dramatically testified to by
the 2012 election results when Barack Obama
and Mitt Romney tied in the district—18,688
votes apiece.

Murphy’s margin of victory this year was
325 in Fairfax County and one (yes, that’s
correct: one) in Loudoun County.

Murphy was undoubtedly helped in
Fairfax County by the large number of Arling-
ton volunteers who stepped across the border
to knock on doors and make telephone calls.

And she was likely aided in more-Re-
publican Loudoun County by the year’s first
snowfall.  It fell on both counties, but the roads
appeared much worse in Loudoun and likely
depressed voter turnout there.

Turnout in the Fairfax part of the district
was 24 percent of registered voters, while in
Loudoun it was only 15 percent.

Or, to put it a different way, Loudoun
provided only 24 percent of the votes in the
special election this year while it provided 29
percent in 2013.

Murphy had a giant financial lead on
Parisot.  She outraised him almost 2-to-1, with
nearly $438,000 in contributions for Murphy
versus $232,000 for Parisot.

Murphy is a political consultant helping
businesses and non-profits work the legisla-
tive process.  She was once an aide to Rep.
Charlie Wilson, Democrat of Texas, whose
work on behalf of the Afghans fighting the
Soviet occupation in the 1980s was immor-

talized in the 2007 film, “Charlie Wilson’s
War.”

Murphy told the Loudoun Times-Mirror
her priorities in the House of Delegates would
be full-day kin-
dergarten, tight-
ening gun control
laws as well as
strengthening the
regional transpor-
tation system.

Kathleen Murphy wins in a heart-stopper

ACDC backs
redistricting
commission

Kathleen
Murphy
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The issue of photo IDs being required
for voters is not dead.  The GOP is now try-
ing to extend the requirement to absentee vot-
ers.

A House of Delegates committee voted
January 30 to require absentee voters to in-
clude a copy of their photo ID when applying
by mail for an absentee ballot.  Voters who
apply for an absentee ballot in person are al-
ready required to show a photo ID.

The bill’s patron, Del. Jeffrey L.
Campbell, R-Smyth, said, “There’s a gap in
the law.... It’s basically treating classes of vot-
ers differently, so I felt it [his bill] was
needed.”

But the point of requiring a photo ID is
so that an election officer can check the pic-
ture and look at the voter to make sure he or
she is who he or she claims to be when vot-
ing.  It is to prevent someone voting in some-
one else’s name.  When a mailed absentee
ballot is involved, there is no way to check
the face of the voter.

The Richmond Times-Dispatch said it
asked Campbell how election officials would
check the photo against the absentee voter.
He said, “Off the top of my head, I can’t an-
swer that.”

The new requirement, HB1318, passed
the House Privileges and Elections Commit-
tee on a straight party line vote, 16-6.

Del. Mark Sickles, D-Fairfax, criticized
the bill in committee, saying the goal of the
bill was to “strike fear” and not to stop voter
fraud.

“Republicans seem to think that the
Democrats can’t win an election unless we
cheat, for some reason,” Sickles said. “And
they keep trying to think of ways people are
fooling the system.

“But voter fraud for ID purposes has not
been found anywhere.  It doesn’t exist.  The
major fraud that is out there is people who
don’t live in the area they are voting in,” usu-
ally because they moved and failed to change
their address before Election Day and so go
back to their old precinct to cast a ballot.
“People are not impersonating other people
to vote.”

In its continuing hunt for actual instances
of voter fraud, The Voice has uncovered two
fascinating cases.

In 2011 in Illinois, Mahmoud Vakili, 67,
and his wife, Parvin Vakili, 62, both immi-
grants from Iran, were charged with having
voted for more than two decades despite not
having US citizenship.  “They were very con-
scientious general election voters,” Lake

County Clerk Willard Helander said.
But a photo ID requirement would not

have caught the Vakilis since they are who
they said they were.

In New York State, John Kennedy
O’Hara was convicted of vote fraud a decade
ago.  The New York Times said he appeared to
be the first person convicted of that offense
in the state since Susan B. Anthony was con-
victed for voting in Rochester in 1872 in clear
violation of the law banning women from
casting a ballot.  Anthony was fined $100.
(She did not pay.)

O’Hara’s crime was that he registered
with his girl friend’s Brooklyn address, where
he said he lived some of the time, rather than
at the address of his own apartment 14 blocks

away.
O’Hara was an active Democrat, seen by

many as a gadfly, who was on the outs with
both the Democratic machine in Brooklyn and
the party reformers at the time of his pros-
ecution, the Times reported.

He was tried three times, suggesting that
the party was really eager to nail him.  The
conviction in the first trial was overturned.
The second trial ended in a hung jury.  His
conviction in the third trial was upheld on
appeal.  O’Hara had to pay a fine and restitu-
tion totaling $15,192 and clean toilets in
Brooklyn parks as part of his sentence.

A photo ID law would not have caught
his gross violation of the law since he was
who he loudly proclaimed himself to be.

Arlington Young Democrats co-spon-
sored a canvass invasion with the Virginia
Young Dems in the 34th Delegate District
before the special election there. Together they
knocked on 687 doors in one day for candi-
date Kathleen Murphy.

Lt. Governor Ralph Northam, Con-
gressman Don Beyer and many others came
to help get out the vote for the special elec-
tion.

“We wanted to contribute in every way
we could to Kathleen’s campaign. In addition
to the Arlington fundraiser we hosted for her,
we hit the doors hard to make sure we win
another seat back in Richmond,” said
Michelle Woods, AYD secretary.

The AYD State of the Union Watch Party
was a big success, packing out Mad Rose for
the speech and a Meet and Greet with candi-
dates for local Arlington offices. Attending the
event were Commonwealth’s Attorney Theo
Stamos, Sheriff Beth Arthur, Commissioner
of Revenue Ingrid Morroy, Clerk of the
Court Paul Ferguson, Treasurer Carla de
La Pava, ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky,
Young Democrats of America President
Atima Omara and many other leaders of all
ages.

The Arlington Young Democrats board
unanimously passed a resolution urging the
Virginia General Assembly legislature to ad-
dress campus sexual assault. Young profes-
sionals from Arlington and Virginia headed

to Richmond on Monday, January 19, to make
sure this issue is a top priority for representa-
tives of both parties.

“This isn’t about politics. This issue is
about people’s lives and about building a just
community,” said Matthew Brown, president
of the Arlington Young Democrats. “The
young people of Virginia will not abide inac-
tion on this issue.”

The Arlington Young Democrats and
Virginia Young Democrats are doing all they
can to support bills like HB1508, introduced
by Delegate Rip Sullivan on the House side,
and State Senator Barbara Favola on the
Senate side. The bill would connect victims
with crisis centers and provide for their con-
fidentiality.

“Why would we not want to build these
basic protections into our college system?”
asked Del. Sullivan. “Young people in Arling-
ton and the rest of Virginia are rallying to-
gether and calling for bipartisan action like
this bill because it just makes sense.”

AYD is holding a discussion about the
importance of protecting Net Neutrality at
Guarapo for their monthly meeting February
18. AYD has also announced the details for
the 14th Annual AYD Charity Date Auction.
They are currently seeking business partners
to help sponsor the Charity Date Benefit
Wednesday, March 18. To become a sponsor,
buy tickets or for other event information visit
http://www.arlingtonyoungdems.org/

AYD feet on ground aided
Murphy victory next door

Photo ID issue just won’t die in Richmond
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350

361

Democratic Values in Action

The General Assembly is working on a
bill that would push the state primary to a
week later than currently.

Primary day is now the second Tuesday
in June.  The bill would make it the third Tues-
day in June.

Del. Hyland F. “Buddy” Fowler, Jr., Re-
publican of Hanover, introduced the bill, say-
ing that many schools in Virginia are still in
session on the second Tuesday in June and
the primary disrupts the schools, which are
often polling places, while school activities,
in high gear at that time of year, disrupt the
balloting.

The measure has passed a House panel
on a 13-9 vote.

Democratic Values in Action (DVA)
made its cereal goal in 2014—but it had to
stretch the calendar by a week to make it over
the top.

The top was the published goal of 350
boxes of cereal.  At midnight of December
31, DVA was a bit short.  But people attend-
ing the January 7 ACDC monthly meeting
piled on the boxes to bring the campaign for
2014 to a close with a total of 361 boxes—
what the Pentagon would call a 3 percent over-
run.

All the cereal collected goes to the Ar-
lington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) to
help the less fortunate.  The cereal campaign
has been a major effort the past several years
organized by DVA, the charitable arm of
ACDC.

DVA Chair Kim Klingler started a pre-

Stamos takes over Del. Morrissey case

State primary
date may move

Cereal drive makes its
goal (with an extension)

cinct competition last fall to try to boost
the cereal box take.  She challenged the
captains in all 52 precincts to collect as
many boxes as they could.  Yorktown and
Nottingham, long among the top Arling-
ton precincts in all campaigns, tied for the
most cereal boxes collected.

The runners-up were Woodlawn,
Thrifton, Wilson, Columbia, Rock Spring,
Aurora Hills, Madison, Cherrydale, Cen-
tral, Marshal and Monroe.

For 2015, Kim has announced a new,
revised and increased goal of 375 cereal
boxes, up from the 350 goal of the last
two years.  Both years, those goals were
made only by stretching the campaign a
few days into January.  So, the 7 percent
higher goal will make success a much bigger
challenge in 2015.

Arlington Commonwealth’s Attorney
Theo Stamos has been assigned to take over
the second prosecution of Del. Joe Morrissey,
who is already spending half his time in jail
after a previous conviction.

Stamos was named to serve as the spe-
cial prosecutor in the case of the Richmond
area delegate.

This is the second time Stamos has been
named a special prosecutor.  Previously, she
handled a case against Loudoun County Re-

publican Supervisor Eugene Delgaudio.
Morrissey, previously a Democrat and

now an independent, was convicted last year
of contributing to the delinquency of a mi-
nor, a 17-year-old who worked in his law of-
fice.

Prosecutors who handled that case said
Morrissey filed forged documents to support
his plea deal in the case.

It is that forgery prosecution that Stamos
will now take on.

Morrissey resigned from his seat in the
House of Delegates and then filed to run for
the seat as an independent.  With both a Re-
publican and a Democrat also running, they
split the anti-Morrissey vote.  Morrissey won
with 42 percent to 33 percent for the Demo-
cratic candidate and 24 percent for the Re-
publican.

Morrissey, 57, pleaded no contest in the
case involving the 17-year-old.  He was sen-
tenced to six months in jail and entered a work
release program that allows him to spend his
days at the House of Delegates and his nights
in a cell.

Morrissey’s 74th District is a majority-
minority district that is among those critiqued
for being oddly shaped, taking in Charles City

County and then extending down a long thin
arm into parts of Henrico County and Rich-
mond city.

STAMOS
. . . special prosecutor

MORRISSEY
. . . daytime release
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Being a Precinct Captain: 2015 Benefits, Mission & Responsibilities

Arlington County has 51 precincts, each with either two or three

Democratic precinct captains, depending on the numbers of voters, for

a total of 117.  The captains work together, concentrating on what each

likes to do best and spelling one another when there are other family

and career demands on a captain’s time.

What are the benefits of being a Precinct Captain?

*     Be a voting member of the Arlington County Democratic Committee

• Be a member of the Arlington County Area/Neighborhood Team

• Be a Democratic grassroots leader in your neighborhood

• Meet and work with great Democrats in your precinct

• Meet  and work with elected officials who represent you

• Enjoy doing good work to elect leaders from the school house to the White

House who will make Arlington a safer, healthier and better place to live

What is the mission of a Precinct Captain?

In general, Precinct Captains are the link between the Democratic Party and the voters of their

precincts.  The Precinct Captain works year-round to get to know her/his neighbors, listen to their

concerns and issues and communicate these issues to the Democratic leadership. This creates a

sense of community, promotes the idea that “we are all in this together” and ultimately builds a strong

team that can maximize Democratic turnout and performance in local, state, and federal elections.

What does a Precinct Captain do?

Precinct Captains:

• Identify voters;

• Recruit volunteers for voter ID, literature drops and poll greeting on Election Day;

• Distribute literature (especially the annual Democratic Messenger) in the precinct;

• Act as a campaign point of contact; and

• Organize election day activities

Each precinct is different, but, in general, voter identification involves conducting door-to-door

canvasses or phoning around; Messenger delivery involves recruiting volunteers to deliver our annual

Democratic newspaper-style campaign brochure to every accessible door in the precinct; and Election

Day activities include recruiting poll greeters to pass out the Democratic sample ballot at the polls.

Is there more?

This is only the beginning.  Precinct Captains are the pivotal points of contact and leadership for all

our campaign activities and are encouraged to be creative and pro-active in pursuit of higher Demo-

cratic turnout.  Precinct captains are leaders of neighborhood teams that are in turn supported by Area

Chairs and others on the Precinct Operations leadership team. The goal and expectation is that you will

have volunteers to help you; the Precinct Ops team will assist you at every turn including giving you

lists of people who have helped before to get you started.

Are you interested?

If you think you might be interested in becoming a precinct captain, contact the Arlington Pre-

cinct Operations chair, Carol Fontein, at ckf7711@gmail.com or phone her at 703-203-2437.  She can

answer any questions you have and sign you up.  We also have periodic training sessions to give you

helpful hints on how to achieve your goals as a captain.


