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Hynes won’t run for re-election

Trio of dog lovers named to run
ACDC’s 2015 Joint Campaign

MARY HYNES

Mary Hughes Hynes, chair of the Arlington County Board,
has announced she will not run for re-election and will retire
from the board when she completes her term at the end of 2015.

Her announced retirement follows that of fellow board mem-
ber Walter Tejada and means two of the five board members
will be newcomers come January.  Democratic nominees for the
two seats will be chosen at a June primary.

Hynes, 59, announced her retirement at last month’s ACDC
meeting. Democrats gave her two standing ovations.

In a response to criticisms of the handling of the Columbia
Pike streetcar issue, Hynes said, “Our party, our values and our
people are responsible for creating the Arlington we know and
love today—and don’t ever let anybody tell you different.”

She said, “After nearly 20 years of elected service to our
community, it’s time for a new chapter in my life.  It has been a
privilege to serve this community, and I am incredibly optimistic
about Arlington’s future. Arlingtonians are involved, thoughtful,
and hardworking.  I know they always have – AND always will
– find ways to make our community a special place for those
who choose to live, work, play and learn here.”

As for her personal post-retirement agenda, Hynes said she

Three pooch lovers have been named to run
the 2015 Joint Campaign and chase Republican can-
didates up a tree—School Board Member James
Lander, Josh Katcher and Kaitlin Cooke.

The trio will bring a variety of backgrounds to
the campaign this year.  Kaitlin was deeply involved
in the writing of the Affordable Care Act as a con-
gressional staffer.  Josh was a corporate litigator in
the Big Apple just long enough to know he didn’t
want to be a corporate litigator in the Big Apple.
And James admits to thinking at a young age that it
might be good idea to register as a Republican after
he became a Navy officer.

But one thing they hold in common—apart
from being active Dems who love campaigning—
is that they are also all dog lovers.

Kaitlin and James are both Pennsylvanians—
but from opposite poles.  Kaitlin hails from Pitts-
burgh and James from Philadelphia.  Josh, on the
other hand, is a local boy—if you consider Fairfax
County local.

continued on page six

Now they will jointly chair the Joint Campaign,
which is ACDC’s annual operation to help all the
Dem campaigns in Arlington County from the White
House to the schoolhouse.  All candidates have their
own individual campaigns, but the Joint Campaign
handles those things that can more efficiently be
handled centrally.  For example, the Democratic
Messenger that is delivered to every doorstep in
Arlington is prepared and delivered as a major part
of the Joint Campaign.  Flyering at Metro stops and
staffing tables at farmers’ markets are also Joint
Campaign activities.  The three Gold Card events
each year are managed by the Joint Campaign.

Kaitlin Cooke is one of this year’s co-chairs.
Her dad is a lawyer and her mother is a school
teacher.  She and husband Jason met in college and
now live in Ballston in the only apartment building
they could find that allows them to have two dogs—
a minuscule three-pound female Pomeranian named
Cherry Chapstick and a huge 98-pound Great Dane/
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Voters in Arlington are great at voting in
presidential elections. In 2012, we had a
record number of voters head to the polls with
85 percent turnout, overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic. In 2008, 77 percent of Arlington vot-
ers went to the polls, again strongly Demo-
cratic.

When the President is not on the ballot,
however, our turnout trends are disturbing.
We have not cracked 50 percent turnout for
any non-presidential election in the last 15
years, with the exception of the heated and
razor-thin 2006 Senate election.

In the constitutional year, such as this
one when all the local Constitutional officers
are elected, our turnout has been below 30
percent since 2000. Our challenge for 2015 is
to reverse the trend and aim for at least 30
percent of our voters voting. How do we get
there?

First, we are in a time of change. Last
year, six elected offices turned over. This year,
at least three elected offices will turn over
because the incumbents are not seeking re-
election. We will likely have six candidates
for the two County Board seats and three can-

Bringing back the vanishing voter
didates for one School Board seat.

We need our candidates to tell their sto-
ries, to stress an inclusive, progressive mes-
sage and to run aggressive grassroots cam-
paigns. The Democratic primary for County
Board on June 9 will feature two open seats
for the first time since 1975.  The Democratic
School Board Caucus on May 14 and 16 will
help elect a third new School Board member
in just over a year. All of this change gives us
a good chance to reengage old voters and
reach out to new voters.

Second, the Arlington County Demo-
cratic Committee must have a message that
resonates with voters. We cannot take it for
granted that Democrats outnumber Republi-
cans in Arlington. Electing state and local
leaders is crucial to expanding economic op-
portunity. An article by Danielle Kurtzleben
in Vox, argues that the American dream of
economic-mobility is critically tied to afford-
able housing, great schools and robust sup-
port for public transit. These issues are largely
decided at the local level. Arlington has ben-
efited from decades of wise decisions from
our local leaders. Now we need to ask our

voters to elect new Democratic leaders with
vision and values to continue to make our
community great for all who call it home.

Third, we need to continue to expand our
outreach efforts. It’s no secret that younger
and minority voters are the groups most likely
not to vote. We will continue our great part-
nership with the Arlington Young Democrats
to host exciting events and get more and more
Young Democrats into positions of leadership
in the party. We are also looking to host lis-
tening-tour events as well as debates in all
parts of Arlington among our primary candi-
dates. We also will heavily concentrate our
canvassing efforts in the most diverse pre-
cincts.

Finally we will be looking to build part-
nerships with our neighboring Democratic
committees, unions and community leaders.
Unfortunately, voters across the country are
giving up on local elections. A recent head-
line in Governing magazine says it all: “Voter
Turnout Plummeting in Local Elections.”
Actually, Arlington’s turnout of 26 percent in
2011 compares favorably to the national av-
erage of cities at 21 percent.  The Democratic
Victory Task Force just completed a report
that says, “The national party must work with
and help grow state and local parties, to em-
power the people to participate in politics,
while recruiting and training the next genera-
tion of office holders.”

In Arlington we have no trouble finding
great Democratic candidates, but we are go-
ing to need a lot of help informing voters about
our debates, caucus and primary. Then we will
need to ensure that as many people vote as
possible—at least more than 30 percent.

1948 campaign pin
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, March 4, at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month
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Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th Street South
(located two blocks east of Glebe Road and

one block east of Walter Reed Drive)

Our monthly meeting is dedicated to candi-

dates announcing their plans to run for County Board

and School Board in the upcoming primary and

caucus.  It’s not known exactly how many will de-

clare, but it’s likely to be a large number and will give

Democrats a lot of choices to consider in the coming

weeks.

A political operative working for the
2012 GOP candidate against Rep. Gerry
Connolly in next door Fairfax County has
pleaded guilty to coordinating $325,000 in
Super PAC campaign ads against the con-
gressman—the first such prosecution since
the infamous Citizens United Supreme Court
decision.

The law allows independent political
action committees (Super PACs) to run ads
for and against candidates, but it forbids a
candidate from coordinating that ad cam-
paign with the PAC.  Super PACs, officially
known as independent-expenditure only
committees,” may not make contributions to
candidate campaigns or parties, but may en-
gage in unlimited political spending indepen-
dently of the campaigns. Unlike traditional
PACs, they can raise funds from individu-
als, corporations, unions, and other groups
without any legal limit on donation size.

Tyler Harber, who worked on the 2012
campaign of Republican Chris Perkins
against Connolly, pleaded guilty in Febru-
ary to creating a super PAC, inducing a con-
tributor who had maxed-out what he could
give to Perkins to make a big contribution to

the PAC, and then arranged for the PAC to
buy $325,000 in ads from a particular ven-
dor to boost Perkins’ campaign.

Prosecutors said the case was the “first
criminal prosecution in the United States
based upon the coordination of campaign
contributions between political committees.”
Harber is due to be sentenced in June.

Such coordination has been a major con-
cern since the 2010 Supreme Court Citizens
United decision that allowed Super PACs to
spend unlimited sums on political campaigns,
as long as the Super PACs operated indepen-
dent of any candidate campaign organiza-
tions.

Individuals can only give $2,700 to a

particular candidate in each election.  But
they can give unlimited sums to PACs.

It only took one election cycle after the
Supreme Court decision for Harber to ex-
ploit the flaw in Citizens United.  Prosecu-
tors hope the Harber case will ring an alarm
bell about the need to keep a chasm between
candidate campaign organizations and out-
side PACs.

But the Harber case was not just politi-
cally egregious.  The Washington Post re-
ported that Harber admitted his Super PAC
paid $138,000 to his mother’s company for
which no work was performed and that he
(Harber) used $118,000 of that for his own
personal expenditures.  On top of that, Harber
got a $9,100 commission from the vendor.

In court, prosecutors did not reveal the
candidate Harber was working for.  Con-
gressman Connolly revealed that detail.

The case was brought by the Justice
Department.  The New York Times said the
Federal Election Commission, which polices
campaign contributions, has not so far
brought any coordination prosecutions “in
part because of a deadlock between its Re-
publican and Democratic commissioners
over how aggressive to be in policing the
new world of outside spending.”

Harber’s manipulations did not impact
the bottom line of the election.  Connolly,
whose district is centered on Fairfax County,
won 61 percent of the vote in November
2012.

1st violator
of Super
PAC rule is
convicted
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Sugar high:   Del. Rob Krupicka has finished voting for the season in the House
of Delegates so it’s back to wolfing down doughnuts at the Sugar Shack, which
he recently opened in Alexandria.  The Sugar Shack chain made USA Today’s
list of the 10 best doughnut shops in the country last year.  It’s been operating in
Richmond for awhile and has developed a bit of a cult following.  Krupicka
opened the first Sugar Shack in the Washington metro area in January.  It’s at
804 North Henry Street near the Braddock Road Metro station.  Krupicka has
teamed up with Together We Bake, a non-profit that provides job training for
women in need, to staff the labor intensive kitchen.  Each doughnut is hand-
made and untouched by machines.  Flavors vary from day-to-day—even hour-
to-hour.  But we can assure chocoholics there’s always something for them.

The Youngest Dem:   ACDC Secretary Charley Conrad became a first-time
granddad on Valentine’s Day.  Son Matthew and daughter-in-law Jennifer wel-
comed Marie Louise Conrad into the world at 2:31 a.m. at Virginia Medical Center,
aka Arlington Hospital.  Mother and child are doing fine and grandpa is going wild.
Marie weighed in at 8 pounds, 15 ounces, on a statuesque 21-inch frame.

Author!  Author!   Michael Signer, 42, son of Jill-of-all-trades Marj Signer, has
just produced a well-reviewed biography suitable as a gift for all Virginia
Democrats.  It’s about James Madison, our fourth president and drafter of the
Bill of Rights.  It is titled “Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of
the Least Likely Founding Father” and is being released March 10.  Kirkus
Reviews called it a “perfect introduction to a deeply private and immensely
important man.”

Candidate!  Candidate!   What?  Here he is again!  Michael Signer, son of Jill-of-
all-trades Marj Signer, has just announced his candidacy for member of the
City Council of Charlottesville.  Signer grew up in Arlington but has lived in
C’ville since 2005 and just became the father of twin boys.  He ran for the
Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor in 2009 and managed the Dem
campaign for the C’ville City Council in 2013.  Did we mention he just wrote a
book?

Swift move up the ranks:   In an unusual promotion for a freshman congressman,
Rep. Don Beyer has been elected the senior Democrat on the oversight sub-
committee of the House Committee on Science, Space and Technology.  Newly
elected congressmen wallow at the bottom of the seniority list and rarely get put
at the top of a subcommittee’s membership like this.  Beyer was elected to the
ranking position by the Democratic Caucus in an early recognition of his
leadership potential.  Beyer’s other committee assignment is the Natural
Resources Committee.

Opportunity knocks:   Republican Del. Tom Rust has announced his retirement
from the House of Delegates at the end of this year.  You may recall he was re-
elected in 2013, beating Democrat Jennifer Boysko by the whopping margin of
54 votes out of 21,000 cast, the closest race in the state that year.  Boysko has
already said she will run again this fall—and likely will get lots of help from
Arlington Dems again.

Democrats will have both a primary and
a caucus this year to choose their candidates.

The caucus will be exclusively to en-
dorse a candidate for the School Board,
where three people have expressed an inter-
est in running to succeed retiring Abby
Raphael.  School Board elections are for-
mally non-partisan, although the widespread
practice in the commonwealth is for local
parties to “endorse” school board candidates.
Since endorsements are party actions, pri-
maries—which are run by the state—can-
not be used.

ACDC, however, has voted to use the
primary system for all other local offices.
So far, the only known contests are for the
two County Board seats, where both Demo-
cratic incumbents—Walter Tejada and
Mary Hynes—are retiring.  But there are
also five county offices, three State Senate
seats and four House of Delegate seats on
the ballot, all of which could draw primary
challenges.

The School Board Caucus will be held
Thursday, May 14, at a yet-to-be-determined
locale, and Saturday, May 16, at Washing-
ton-Lee High School.

The primary will be held Tuesday, June
9, at the same precinct polling stations used
every November.

The primary system has the advantage
of providing many convenient voting loca-
tions and of allowing for absentee voting.
The caucus has the advantage of not being
held during working hours on a weekday and
of allowing the use of Instant Runoff Voting
(IRV), under which the winner has a major-
ity of the votes and not just a plurality.

Six Democrats are known to be at least
considering a run for the County Board, so
the winner could theoretically emerge with
only 17 percent of the vote.

The ACDC Steering Committee has
named John Grant to serve as director of
the School Board Caucus with Maggie
Davis as deputy director.

This year we
have both a
primary and
a caucus
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Arlington Young Democrats will be
holding their 14th Annual AYD Charity Date
Auction March 18 at Clarendon Grill.

This is one of AYD’s most popular events
of the year, and draws lots of no-longer-so-
young Dems as well.

Proceeds from this year’s auction will
support the Arlington Young Dems’ charity
partner, the Arlington Free Clinic.

The Arlington Free Clinic provides free,
high-quality medical care to low-income,
uninsured Arlington County adults through
the generosity of private donations and vol-
unteers, and AYD is proud to support it this
year with the event.

“The Date Auction is an event that
brings our community together to celebrate
our values, while supporting a great local
charity,” said Matthew Brown, AYD presi-

dent. “These community events raise the
money and foster the relationships that pro-
vide the heart of the political and policy work
we do.”

The doors for the Date Auction open
Wednesday night, March 18, at 6:30 p.m.
Clarendon Grill is at 1101 North Highland
Street, just south of Wilson Blvd.

Last month, AYD hosted an event call-
ing for Net Neutrality protections, with guest
speakers Sandra Fulton from Free Press and
Phillip Berenbroick from the Internet Free-
dom Business Alliance.

AYD circulated a letter to urge Senators
Tim Kaine and Mark Warner and Congress-
man Don Beyer to encourage progress that
ensures ISPs are regulated under Title II of
the Communications Act, without loopholes
that will harm consumers.

Don’t miss the AYD Date
Auction at Clarendon Grill

Redistricting reform dies in Richmond
All legislation introduced in the 2015

session of the General Assembly to try to re-
strict gerrymandering has died—but one bill
to actually further gerrymander a State Sen-
ate district has been passed.

A total of 14 bills were introduced to
limit gerrymandering.  All died in the great
black hole of the Privileges and Elections
Committee of the House of Delegates.  None
was allowed to come to the floor of the House
for a vote.

The main legislation, described in last
month’s Voice, would amend the state consti-
tution to set up an independent commission
to draw the election district boundaries for the
House of Delegates, State Senate and US
Congress seats from Virginia.

Four redistricting measures were intro-
duced in the Senate and approved overwhelm-
ingly.  Ten others were introduced in the
House and never got out of the subcommit-
tee, chaired by Republican Del. Mark L. Cole
of Spotsylvania, who also swallowed whole
the four Senate-passed bills.

Cole himself easily won re-election in
2013 with 61.4 percent of the vote against a
Democratic challenger.

He defended his role as the slayer of all
redistricting reform legislation, saying,
“They’re trying to take politics out of an in-

herently political process, and I don’t think
forming some, quote, independent commission
will do that, because the politics is in who gets
appointed to the independent commission.”

The constitutional amendment would
have the General Assembly’s GOP name two
Republicans and the General Assembly’s
Democrats name two Democrats.  They would
join three state officials holding specific non-
partisan positions to form a seven-member re-
districting panel.  That legislation passed the
Senate 27-12.

But one bill that deals with redistricting
did pass the General Assembly.  It would fur-
ther gerrymander two State Senate districts.
Republican Sen. Bryce Reeves of
Spotsylvania introduced the bill.  He won his
seat for the first time four years ago by just
226 votes and he could be helped by adding
some more GOP voters to his district.

That’s what his bill would do.  It unites
two split precincts—a noble goal—that are
currently half in his district and half in the
neighboring district of Sen. Creigh Deeds.
The bill would unite one GOP precinct in his
own district and unite one Democratic pre-
cinct in Deeds’ district.  But the bill went be-
yond that to swap two other precincts, mak-
ing his district a bit more Republican and
Deeds’ district a little more Democratic.

Deeds voted against the bill, which
passed the Senate 21-18 and the House 65-
33.  The Washington Post reported that Gov.
Terry McAuliffe has vetoed similar bills in
the past, but hasn’t spoken out on the Reeves’
bill yet.

The table below shows how
uncompetitive the races for the House of Del-
egates were in 2013.

  Won by
R D Tot

No opposition 29 16 48
Token opposition 15 14 29
Contested 23   3 26
Totals 67 33 100

“No opposition” means the winner faced
no major party opponent, third party oppo-
nent or independent opponent.  The only op-
position came from write-in votes.  There was
no opposition running in these seats because
they were drawn to guarantee that no oppo-
nents could possibly win.

“Token opposition” means the winner got
60 percent or more of the vote and the seat is
not really competitive, even though both major
parties had candidates running.

“Contested” means the winner received less
than 60 percent of the vote and the seat can be
considered to be in play, at least mathematically.

Democrats did especially badly in 2013.
For example, of eight seats that were clearly
very competitive and where the winner re-
ceived less than 52 percent of the vote, a
Democrat won only a solitary contest and the
GOP walked off with the other seven.  Races
decided with the winner getting 52 percent to
55.9 percent broke six for the GOP and only
one for Democrats.  Clearly, it was not a
Democratic year.  But those seats should be
back in play this year.

However, the bottom line remains that the
House of Delegates has been so generously
gerrymandered by the GOP that it begins the
campaign with 44 seats out of the 100 in the
House—the total of seats the GOP won in 2013
with more than 60 percent of the vote.

The impact of gerrymandering can be
seen by a simple fact.  The GOP holds a ma-
jority of seats in the House of Delegates, the
State Senate and the Virginia congressional
delegation—the three areas where the legis-
lature draws the maps.  But there are five posts
elected statewide where there are no districts
and can be no gerrymandering: governor, lieu-
tenant governor, attorney general and two U.S.
Senate seats. And every single one of those
posts is held by a Democrat, graphically dem-
onstrating the impact of gerrymandering.
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looks forward to more reading for pleasure
and to visiting her new grandchild in Califor-
nia more often.

Hynes is completing her second four-
year term, and second time as chair of the
County Board, to which she was first elected
in 2007. She citied her record of service on
the board, such as improving government and
the services it delivers to residents, increas-
ing the level of civic engagement and ensur-
ing the county makes carefully considered
capital investments and maintains existing
facilities.

Hynes noted that she had strived to ex-
pand the network of resident involvement in
Arlington through her 2012 initiative to en-
courage more citizen activity in govern-
ment—Participation, Leadership and Civic
Engagement (PLACE)—and through Open-
Door Mondays, which offers residents a
weekly opportunity to meet with County
Board members in local neighborhoods.

“From my involvement in the School Fu-
tures process more than 20 years ago, to es-
tablishing the Arlington County Facilities
Study this year, I have always taken the long
view,” Hynes said. “I have believed, and still
believe, that leaders have a responsibility, as
stewards of the public trust, to ensure the com-
munity continues to thrive for years into the
future.”

Hynes has been active in the civic life of
Arlington for more than 30 years.  Like so
many others, her first involvement was as a
parent of five children, all of whom went
through the Arlington Public Schools.

As a school community leader, she was
appointed in the early 1990s to the School Fu-
tures Steering Team, which she chaired.  As
part of this process, nearly 150 Arlingtonians
and school employees met over one year and
presented a consensus report that laid out a
path forward for the community.

In 1994, Hynes became the first elected
School Board member in nearly 40 years.
(The commonwealth had killed elected school
boards as part of its “massive resistance” to
school desegregation.)

Hynes used the Futures report as a
roadmap to expand school choice from three
locations — ATS, Drew and HB-Woodlawn
— to multiple sites with varied community-
developed programs throughout Arlington.

County Registrar Linda Lindberg will go
before the County Board in March to propose
that Arlington scrap all its current touch-
screen voting machines next year and replace
them with new ones that will preserve a pa-
per trail.

The touch-screen machines have often
been criticized because they are fully elec-
tronic and there is no paper trail if there are
any problems with the machines.  Arlington
has used the touch screens for 12 years and
has never had any serious problems.  But some
other jurisdictions have been bedeviled by
touch screen breakdowns.

If Lindberg’s proposal is adopted, start-
ing with the 2016 presidential election, vot-
ers would mark a paper ballot by filling in
ovals next to their ballot choices, but then in-
sert the ballot into a scanner rather than a bal-
lot box.  The scanner would count the votes
and alert the voter instantly if there is a prob-
lem, such as voting for three candidates when
only two slots are to be filled.

The scanner will count all the votes.  But
if the computer should crash and wipe out the

count, the paper ballots will be available as a
backup to count.

The projected cost to buy new scanners
is roughly $1 million.  There would also have
to be an annual printing budget since printed
ballots will be a new requirement.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe asked in his bud-
get for funds to shift statewide to scanners,
but the plan did not make it through the Gen-
eral Assembly this year.  His proposal would
have the state pay for the new machines and
reimburse jurisdictions that have already gone
with the scanners, which include Fairfax,
Prince William and Loudoun counties.

There are four manufacturers of scanners
approved by the commonwealth and those
three counties have each chosen a different
manufacturer.  Lindberg and her staff have
visited each of the counties and have learned
a lot about the challenges of the switch.

Lindberg prefers to go whole hog and
replace all the county’s machines at one time
so that the election staff—who are mostly
hired just for Election Day—need only learn
to deal with one kind of equipment.

Registrar proposing shift
to vote scanning machines

A ballot is inserted into a vote scanning machine.

continued from page one

Hynes is
retiring
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Black Lab mix named Maverick.
She started in politics early—very early.

From kindergarten through eighth grade, there
were only one or two years when she was not
elected Student Council representative.  In
eighth grade, she took the big plunge, run-
ning for student president of her Catholic
grade school—and winning.

While both of her parents are Democrats,
neither was involved in party work.  That gene
seems to have come down from her maternal
grandmother in Pittsburgh and from a great
aunt and uncle on her father’s side in New
York City.

In high school Kaitlin was very active
in sports. In soccer, she was named one of the
leading goal scorers in Western Pennsylvania
and in basketball her team made it to the state
championship game but lost.  All the while,
she still had time to nurture her passion for
the piano, reporting that her father always
knew what mood she was in by the song she
was playing.

At the University of Pittsburgh, she
triple-majored in business, biology and psy-
chology with minors in Spanish, chemistry
and Latin American studies—and managed to
get that all done in four years after dad said
four years was what he was paying for.

While interviewing for an internship in
health care administration her senior year,
Kaitlin’s soon-to-be boss said she believed
Kaitlin was born to be a policy-maker and
politician. In fact, she picked up the phone
during the interview and called former Sena-
tor David Pryor to help Kaitlin out.  The fol-
lowing year, Kaitlin began working on a mas-
ters in health care public policy at Georgetown
University.  Soon thereafter, Kaitlin was se-
lected to serve on the Senate Finance Com-
mittee as part of a team of about 15 staffers
drafting the legislative language of the Afford-
able Care Act.

Her experience gave her a practical in-
sight into the interdependence of policy and
politics.

After leaving the Hill, Kaitlin became a
health policy analyst and consultant and
helped several states design their health in-
surance and information exchanges.  She now
works for the American Society for Clinical
Pathology.

A self-proclaimed “policy wonk,” it
wasn’t until recently that Kaitlin entered the
world of grassroots politics. A long-time sup-
porter of Hillary Clinton, Kaitlin recently be-
gan volunteering extensively with the Ready
for Hillary Super PAC.

In Arlington, Kaitlin is active in YDs and
serves as a precinct leader in Monroe precinct.

The second of the co-chairs, Josh
Katcher, has a very different background—
although, like Kaitlin, he and wife Jill have a
pooch they have named Louis.  He is a mix
of French bulldog and Boston terrier, which
would provide quite an accent, if he could talk.
Josh describes Louis as consistently looking
“fat, drunk and happy.”

Josh is a lawyer—more specifically a
prosecutor who works in Arlington as assis-
tant commonwealth’s attorney under Theo
Stamos.  He handles everything from minor
traffic offenses to murder, although there
aren’t many of them in Arlington.

Born in southern Fairfax County, he
graduated from Lake Braddock High School
and went off to Cornell University.  There he
merely double-majored in Asian studies and
government.

He returned to the state to attend the Uni-
versity of Virginia School of Law, but then
went off to Manhattan where he was a “sharp-
elbowed” attorney for three years learning
“exactly what I didn’t want to do.  Represent-
ing big corporations was not why I worked
my tail off to go to decent schools, and cer-
tainly did nothing to sate my desire to do
something worthwhile with my life.”

That led him to the commonwealth
attorney’s office, where he says he is “loathe

continued from page one

Trio named to run the Joint
         KAITLIN COOKE                         JOSH KATCHER                           JAMES LANDER

continued on next page
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to call it work, I enjoy it that much.”
Before starting college, Josh decided to

take a year of Japanese immersion at Cornell,
followed by a summer vagabonding around
Japan.  “Being a random white kid who spoke
Japanese led to some fantastic encounters,”
he commented.  But he doesn’t get to use his
Japanese much any more as there isn’t much
call for the language in his day job.

Josh’s first memory of politics was
watching Bill Clinton speak and “being blown
away by his ability to take complex issues and
make them understandable.”

In high school, he started politicking by
knocking on doors and continued that in col-
lege.  In law school, he started doing speech
writing and, while in New York, he got in-
volved with fundraising.

He comes from a bifurcated family with
a mom who is a liberal and a dad who is a
“rational Republican.”

Like Kaitlin, Josh says he is definitely
ready for Hillary.  But, he adds, “I don’t want
any more emails.”

Josh, like Kaitlin, also learned the nexus
of policy and politics early.  He says, “Candi-
dates can campaign in prose, but we—the
folks behind the candidates—need to cam-
paign as pros.”

The third of the co-chairs this year is
School Board Member James Lander.  The
practice each year is to have one of the
county’s elected officials as one of the three
co-chairs.

Born and reared in Philadelphia, James

continued from previous page

got started campaigning early—handing out
flyers for his father who led the neighborhood
civic association.  That campaign was against
local businesses who were selling alcohol to
teens.

His earliest memory of anything politi-
cal was sitting at the table and listening as his
parents talked about Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm running for president in 1972.

James got the bug from his dad.  “As a
young man, I couldn’t play outside without
someone referencing some cause for which
my father was advocating,” he remarked.  “To
this day, he is the most liberal person I know.”

But James flirted with a digression from
his dad’s commitment.  He admits to feeling
his oats when he became a naval officer—the
first officer in a family filled with enlisted
men.  (His dad is a Viet vet with a purple
heart.)

James said he thought that social advance
made him smarter and “I made reference to
becoming more conservative, even consider-
ing registering as a Republican.”  Dad was
not having any of that.  And James did not
become more conservative or register Repub-
lican.

James graduated from the Massachusetts
Maritime Academy with a BS in marine en-
gineering and from UVa with a master’s in
systems engineering.  He is Gulf War veteran.

He is currently the director of Military
Saves, a campaign to encourage military fami-
lies to save money and build wealth.  Before
that, he worked for Goodwill on services for
veterans and military families, especially
helping those leaving active duty to master

the tools needed to find good jobs.
James married his high school sweet-

heart, Monica, whom he has known since they
were 12 years old.  Unlike Kaitlin and Josh,
James and his wife have a child, Kierstin, who
is a graduate of APS and of the College of
William & Mary.  Like Kaitlin and Josh, James
and Monica have a dog, Milo.  But they also
have a cat, Piper.  And James says both are
“extremely spoiled.”

James was first elected to the School
Board in 2009 and was re-elected in 2013.

As for his hobbies, James laughs that the
School Board gobbles up most of his spare
time, though he allows for an occasional
movie with his wife.

Trio named to run the Joint

It’s never too early to start looking at
presidential polls in Virginia!  So here we
go:  two new polls show Clinton (Hillary)
either tied with or five points ahead of Bush
(Jeb).

Quinnipiac University’s poll shows
each with 42 percent support in the common-
wealth.  But Christopher Newport
University’s latest poll has Clinton at 48 per-
cent and Bush at 43 percent.

The Quinnipiac poll has Clinton lead-
ing both Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker and
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie by five
points.  It has her ahead of both Sen. Rand
Paul and former Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee by margins within the poll’s three-
point margin of error.

But Quinnipiac went beyond the
straight preference question.  It pursued the
dynasty factor—what does the public think
about ANOTHER Bush or ANOTHER
Clinton.  Some 35 percent of the Virginians
polled said they are less inclined to vote for
Bush because of his family ties while 21
percent dislike Bill Clinton enough to give
Hillary thumbs down.

But look also at the massive gender gap.
Hillary has an 11-to-16 percentage

point lead among women, while men go
against her by margins of 4 to 14 percent-
age points.

Here are your
first Virginia
polls for 2016
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To listen to the GOP, Obamacare is sim-
ply a devastating blow to the economy that
will prove disastrous for the nation.

But a recent study by Bloomberg Busi-
ness News finds no support for that argument.
Bloomberg interviewed many business lead-
ers who uniformly said Obamacare has had
very little impact on their bottom line.

Since its inception, critics of the Afford-
able Care Act have predicted job losses in the
millions, exploding premiums, a steep jump
in the number of uninsured Americans, and a
return to economic recession.

But Bloomberg says that as Obamacare
enters its second year, “There has been scant
evidence of many of the doom and gloom sce-
narios made by the law’s staunchest critics.”

For instance, Bloomberg notes that the
United States is currently in the midst of an
employment boom, with a record 59 straight
months of job creation, including the period
that overlaps with Obamacare’s 2014 start
date. The number of uninsured Americans has
plummeted as a result of the law, and 11.4
million Americans have now signed up for
coverage. The rate in the rise of healthcare
costs has slowed to a record low. To top things
off, the nation’s economy grew in 2014 at
the fastest rate since the great recession hit in
2008.

On February 19, a report by Bloomberg
Business further challenged the notion that
Obamacare presents an unsustainable burden
on large and small businesses. The analysis

found that Obamacare is putting such a small
dent in the profits of U.S. companies that
many refer to its impact as “not material” or
“not significant.”

That’s based on a Bloomberg review of
conference-call transcripts and interviews
with major U.S. employers.

And the analysis comes after a provision
went into effect this year requiring compa-
nies with 50 or more full-time workers to pro-
vide coverage, and after more workers are
choosing to enroll in existing company cov-
erage because of another requirement that all
Americans get insured.  These were among
the key Obamacare provisions that many in

the GOP said would fell the American
economy.

“It’s just part of doing business,” said
Bob Shearer, chief financial officer of VF
Corp., which owns the North Face and Vans
apparel brands. “Obamacare has added costs,
but not so much that we felt we had to talk
about it specifically.”

Newly minted Rep. Barbara Comstock,
from the district just north of Arlington, re-
cently tweeted, “Did you know that under
President Obama family health care premi-
ums have increased $4,154 on the average?”

She’s one of many GOPers touting that
statistic now.  Politifact looked into it.
Comstock and the others said they took the
number from a September report by the Kai-
ser Family Foundation.  And the number is
correct.  But they skipped the fact that Kaiser
noted the premium rise of $4,154 over the
2009-14 period, the first five years under Presi-
dent Obama, was 25 percent, while during the
preceding five years under President Bush,
premiums rose a third more—34 percent.

For now, the additional costs of
Obamacare are coming in the form of require-
ments to cover more workers. In February,
Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. said the cost of
covering more than 1,000 employees who
work 30 hours a week or more—a key require-
ment of Obamacare—will add as much as $8
million to its health insurance expenses in
2015. But that’s less than 1 percent of its pro-
jected operating profit for this year, based on
the average estimate of analysts compiled by
Bloomberg.

Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the biggest U.S.
employer, had bigger health-care costs this

Rep. Don Beyer will be the guest
speaker at the March Second Saturday Break-
fast, which will be celebrating the fifth anni-
versary of the breakfasts with a raising of
glasses.

Of orange juice.
Beyer, who was President Obama’s am-

bassador to Switzerland back when the event
began, will help celebrate the occasion on
March 14.

The event was originally known as the
First Saturday Breakfast.  But so many com-
peting events were breaking out on first Sat-
urdays and so many of the breakfasts had to
be shifted to the second Saturday that the party

decided just to move the event permanently
to the second Saturday.  It has never had to be
bumped from the second Saturday since the
shift.

Second Saturday Breakfast founder and
organizer Charley Conrad asks that every-
one try to arrive early so all the food can be
served before Congressman Beyer speaks.

The time, as per usual, is 8:30 a.m.  And
the place, as per usual, is the Busboys & Po-
ets in Shirlington.

And—as per usual—Charley asks that
you bring cash.  He gets one giant bill at the
end of the meal and doesn’t have a swiping
machine to deal with credit cards.

Beyer will nosh at fifth
anniversary of breakfast

continued on next page

Business says Obamacare working fine
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The next gubernatorial election is 2-3/4
years away, but we have our first candidate.

Lieutenant Governor Ralph Northam
told The Washington Post he will be running.

The announcement was no surprise.  It
has been widely expected ever since the elec-
tions for statewide offices were wrapped up
in 2013 that both Northam and Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Herring would likely seek the gov-
ernorship in 2017.

The Post heard that Northam had been
privately telling party leaders and supporters
that he had decided to run and asked him about
it.  “I’m planning for the next step—planning
to run for governor,” Northam told the Post.

Many in the party have said they hope
the two men can work out an agreement where
one will run for governor and the other will
run for re-election, avoiding an expensive and
potentially divisive primary.

Under Virginia law, a governor may not
run for a second successive term, but there is
no such restriction on lieutenant governors
and attorneys general.

Northam is a native Virginian from the
Eastern Shore and speaks with a southern
drawl that many think will help appeal out-
side the metropolitan areas where Democrats
predominate.  But the last Democratic guber-
natorial nominee with a southern drawl,
Creigh Deeds, was badly beaten by New Jer-
sey-born Bob McDonnell in 2009.

Herring was not born a Virginian, but is
from the south—Tennessee.  Odd as it may
seem, most of the governors elected in Vir-
ginia in recent decades have not been Virginia-
born.

NORTHAM
. . . hat in ring

Northam is a graduate of VMI and a
practicing physician, with a pediatric neurol-
ogy practice in Norfolk.

On the GOP side, State Sen. Mark
Obenshain, who lost to Herring in a squeaker
in 2013, is widely expected to run for gover-
nor.  Many Republicans are known to be urg-
ing Ed Gillespie, who came surprisingly close
to unseating Sen. Mark Warner last year, to
run.

Ralph Northam announces
run for governor in 2017

year than it anticipated, with more workers
enrolling and costs rising faster than it ex-
pected, Greg Foran, chief executive officer
of the company’s U.S. unit, said in August.
The retailer estimated then that its health-care
expenses would rise by about $500 million
last year. That’s about 0.1 percent of its an-
nual revenue, or 1.8 percent of operating
profit.

“While enrollment was higher than an-
ticipated, we are pleased our associates and
their families continue to take advantage of
our affordable health-care opportunities,”
Foran told Bloomberg.  He didn’t embrace
any of the horror stories predicting economic
death by Obamacare.

For large employers, the biggest chal-
lenge from the law may have been reworking
their benefits structure rather than any major
financial impact, said Paul Fronstin, director
of health research at the Washington-based
Employee Benefit Research Institute, an in-
dustry group.

“They had to do the work to come into
compliance; for a lot of employers, that was
a big headache and a distraction,” he told
Bloomberg. But it didn’t drive business to the
wall, as many in the GOP have been saying.

For example, before presenting a bill in
2013 to defund the Affordable Care Act, Sena-
tor Ted Cruz of Texas warned that the law
would send the country back into recession.
“It will hurt the economy, it will kill jobs, it
will make life harder for Texans and for
Americans all across our great country,”
Cruz said.

And in a 2013 interview with Fox News,
Kentucky Senator Rand Paul feared
Obamacare would force states into bank-
ruptcy.  “I think that what’s going to come
out of Obamacare is worse than anybody can
imagine. I think it will lead to bankruptcy in
the states that are fully embracing it. I think it
will lead to less people having an insurance
[plan] as they find out the insurance is so much
more expensive than their current plan.  Not
only will they not have to be able to choose
the same doctor that they had, they may not
be able to afford the same insurance. The other
thing that’s going to happen is, maybe your
employer says, for me to negotiate contracts
it’s cheaper for me to pay the penalty, which
the penalty is pretty cheap compared with in-
surance. A lot of people [who] have insurance
currently may lose their insurance. So I think
it’s a disaster. Even its authors are saying it

may not work, so I think we should delay the
whole thing.”

In a 2013 interview with CNBC, Wis-
consin Governor Scott Walker argued
that Obamacare was hampering the economic
recovery.  “It is continuing to be a wet blan-
ket on the recovery of the nation’s economy.
Firm after firm [is] telling the White House,
the administration, this isn’t going to work.
It’s either one of those things where they’re
not listening to the facts, or they’re not being
informed.  In either case, it’s troubling.”

Last year, South Carolina Senator
Lindsey Graham seized on a Congressional
Budget Office report that appeared to show
that millions of Americans would lose their
healthcare as employers seek to reduce the
number of hours their employees work so as
to make them ineligible to receive coverage.
The problem with that assessment, however,
was that the CBO report showed it was em-
ployees who were cutting back on hours as a
result of finally being able to afford healthcare
coverage.

Even Wal-Mart says Obamacare working


