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Cristol, Dorsey win CB noms
In a hard-

fought primary,
newcomer Katie
Cristol and rela-
tive old-
timer Christian
D o r s e y c a m e
within a hair ’s
breadth of one an-
other to win the
Democratic nomi-
nations for the two
open seats on the
f i v e - m e m b e r
County Board.

Cristol, 30,
and Dorsey, 43,
were only 78 votes

or eight-tenths of a percentage point apart in the
June 9 tally. Here are the results:

Kate A. “Katie” Cristol 4,498 41.6%
Christian A. Dorsey 4,420 40.8%
Peter C. Fallon 4,008 37.0%
Andrew F. Schneider 3,556 32.9%
James S. Lander 2,806 25.9%
Bruce A. Wiljanen 687 6.3%

Note that these per-
centages are differ-
ent from those pub-
lished else-
where. Computer
generated percent-
ages show each
candidate’s propor-
tion of the total
number of votes
cast, i.e.
19,975. But voters
were allowed to
cast two votes in
this race. The
tabulation here
shows the percent-
age of voters—
10,824—who supported each candidate.

All six candidates presented themselves as
progressives in the local mainstream. All six ad-
vocated a tighter watch on spending. All six en-
dorsed more housing, the iconic liberal issue on the
local scene, with Dorsey historically most linked to
that issue.  All campaigned on making the county

CRISTOL DORSEY

The June primaries didn’t make a big imprint
on Virginia history, in part because there were so
few of them.  But they did provide a lot of political
tidbits and morsels.

They also set up the two big, must-win races
for the State Senate that will likely determine
whether Gov. Terry McAuliffe gets the leverage a
Democratic-majority Senate would give him in the
last half of his term.  To learn about those key races
see page eight.

The primary that The Voice has focused on was
in the GOP, where the local Republicans didn’t want
a primary, hoping to oust their state senator, Emmett
Hanger, through a backroom conclave, politburo-
style.  They lost the effort to stop a primary in the
courts.  And Hanger won big in the primary, with
60 percent of the vote in the 24th District, which
sprawls from Culpepper County all the way over to
Staunton in the Valley.

Hanger ran into trouble with the local mighty-

Tea Party does poorly in primaries
mites of the GOP because he supported Medicaid
expansion, which made him a candidate for extinc-
tion.

The local GOP leadership said it wanted a con-
vention because it feared Democrats would vote in
a primary to tip a close election to Hanger.  Hanger
got 60 percent of the vote to 28 percent for Dan
Moxley and 12 percent for Marshall Pattie.  The
32-percentage-point margin of Hanger’s victory
should put to rest the GOP theories of Democrats
poisoning their primary.  In the last seven years, the
best Democrats have done in the district is Tim
Kaine’s 36 percent against George Allen for US
senator in 2012.

The vote really showed that Tea Party power
in the GOP is confined to small rooms where turn-
out can be limited to ideological enthusiasts.  It is a
reminder that the world is run by those who show
up.

Yes, Virginia, we are

a Battleground State.

See the first battle-

ground map of 2016

on Page Seven

Cereal!  Cereal!  Call-
ing all hands to help the
cereal drive.  We are way
behind!  See Page 3.

These two guys

are the keys to

winning control of

the State Senate

See Page Eight to learn

 all about them
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Our Democratic ticket from the State
Senate to the School Board is now complete.
We have three great State Senators to elect:
Adam Ebbin (D-30), Barbara Favola (D-31),
and Janet Howell (D-32). We have four great
Delegates to elect: our new nominee in the
45th District Mark Levine, Patrick Hope (D-
47), Rip Sullivan (D-48), and Alfonso Lopez
(D-49). We have our five unopposed Consti-
tutional officers: Sheriff Beth Arthur,
Commonwealth’s Attorney Theo Stamos,
Treasurer Carla de la Pava, Commissioner of
Revenue Ingrid Morroy, and Clerk of the
Court Paul Ferguson. And as of June 9th, we
need to elect our new County Board Nomi-
nees Katie Cristol and Christian Dorsey. Fi-
nally, on May 16 we endorsed Reid Goldstein
for School Board whom we have to elect in
November. What message unites our diverse
ticket?

There are three themes uniting our
Democratic candidates: 1) Inclusive and re-
sponsive government, 2) Affordable living for
all, 3) Excellence in education. In Richmond,
our State Senators and Delegates are intro-
ducing bills on all of these issues. Senator

Arlington Dems are united
Favola has been a champion for Virginians
with disabilities ensuring they get the extra
support they need. In Arlington, our County
Board nominees and our School Board en-
dorsee have detailed proposals on each issue.
Let’s explore each one.

First, we need to put an emphasis on in-
clusive and responsive government at all lev-
els. In Arlington, make no mistake, our local
government is very good, but we strive for
excellence. Katie Cristol says, “I will push
the County Board to do more to meet the
needs of all citizens and create a safe, healthy
and equal community that is a model for Vir-
ginia.” Christian Dorsey says, “I will make it
a priority that Arlington evolve to help fami-
lies and the community more easily engage
in civic life.” This means responding to com-
munity concerns about traffic and street main-
tenance and revitalizing small businesses to
boost the commercial sector.

Second, Arlington is a great place to live,
but it should be more affordable for everyone
from the first-time renter to the longtime ho-
meowner. We know increased affordable-liv-
ing options support local economic develop-

ment and that a lower cost of living helps in-
crease entrepreneurship.  Dorsey says, “To be
sustainable and to thrive, a community must
have a range of housing options available and
affordable to households at all rungs of the
income ladder.” This includes support for both
committed affordable units and market-rate
affordable units. For homeowners, as Cristol
says, “We should offer a Property Tax Relief
Program to enable more senior homeowners
to age in place.”

Third, our candidates are all committed
to excellence in education. Arlington is home
to many award winning schools, but there is
still room for improvement. Cristol wants to
address the capacity crisis in our schools.
Dorsey writes that the County Board, where
appropriate, should “help APS evaluate, lo-
cate and construct facilities that meet our
needs.”

Of course the conversations about
schools cannot just be about the placement of
facilities. We need to discuss supporting in-
struction that raises student achievement for
all students. As our School Board endorsee,
Reid Goldstein, says his top priority will be
addressing the “Achievement Gap and Inclu-
sion—the school system must provide the re-
sources to enable high achievement for all
students and equal access to all programs.”

Democrats are dedicated to good gov-
ernment. At the state level our nominees are
going to keep fighting for a more inclusive
and responsive Virginia. Our constitutional
officers bring a passion for serving citizens
well and their great experience to Arlington.
Our County Board nominees and School
Board endorsee will ensure inclusive and re-
sponsive governance in Arlington, with an
emphasis on affordable living for all, and
making smart investments in our schools.
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, July 1, at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd.
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe and Wilson

Free parking under building; enter from Taylor Street

Our July meeting will hear from our four primary and
caucus winners—Katie Cristol and Christian Dorsey for
County Board; Reid Goldstein for School Board; and
Mark Levine for House of Delegates from South Arling-
ton.  And Delegates Patrick Hope and Rip Sullivan will
also be present to make their formal candidate announce-
ments, although they already filed their papers weeks ago!

375

65

Democratic Values in Action

Cereal drive
needs help
to get into
high gear

The cereal drive is suffering a bad slump.
A very bad slump indeed!  The year is now
50 percent complete but the cereal drive has
collected a mere 17 percent of its goal.

That is 65 boxes of cereal collected to-
ward the annual goal of 375.

Very bad slump may be a very positive
characterization!  There’s no snap, crackle or
pop at all.  We have no breakfast of champi-
ons.  Over six months, there has been not a
cereal boom, but a serial bust.

Traditionally, the collection rate trails
during election cam-
paign season and then
goes hyper in Novem-
ber and December after
the fall elections.  But
this year, the drive is W-
A-Y behind the power
curve.

The cereal boxes
are collected for the
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC),
which feeds the needy in Arlington.  Cereal
may seem like a curious food to collect for

distribution, but AFAC says it is actually quite
nutritious and has the added benefit of being
easy for people to store with little danger of
going bad.

D e m o c r a t i c
Values in Action
(DVA), the charitable
arm of ACDC, has been
collecting cereal boxes
for several years now
and is a major source of
food that the organiza-
tion distributes to the
needy.  At least until
this year.  Boxes are

collected at every Democratic event—
monthly ACDC meetings, AYD gatherings,
Gold Card events.

Many folks slap their foreheads when
they arrive at a meeting, see the stack of ce-
real boxes and only then remember they left
a box or two at home.  So, DVA sets out a jar
where you can plunk down some funds that
DVA will use to buy more boxes of cereal.

The goal for this year is 375 boxes, an
increase from the goal of 350 in the previous
two years—and now even more challenging
because of the slow start in the first half of
2015.

In both of the last two years, the goal
was made only by pushing
the collection period into the
first week of January and at-
tributing the boxes collected
at the New Year’s Day re-
ception and the first meet-
ing in January to the previ-
ous year—a little bit of cre-
ative accounting.

That may not work
this year.  So far, DVA has
collected an average of just
11 boxes a month.  To make
the goal, it will have to av-
erage 52 boxes a month in
the remaining seven months
of the year—challenging, to
say the least.

So, help the campaign
move into high gear by
bringing a box or two (or
three or four!) to the July
monthly meeting and any
other ACDC events you at-
tend.  Make that five boxes.
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Another winner:   Mike Signer, son of Jill of all trades Marj Signer and a 2011
candidate for the Dem nomination for lieutenant governor, won the nomination
in the June 9 primary for a seat on the Charlottesville City Council.  Five
candidates, including two incumbents, ran for the nominations to fill three seats
on the City Council in Charlottesville, which is even more Democratic than
Arlington.  Wes Bellamy came in first with 29.4 percent of the vote followed by
Signer with 22.0 percent, with one of the incumbents just 20 votes behind him.
The other incumbent candidate was frozen out.  In addition to campaigning,
Signer is busily promoting his new biography of James Madison, “Becoming
Madison.”

Napping in mid-race:   Rob Krupicka isn’t running for re-election to the House of
Delegates this year, but he is still running.  In his latest outing, he competed in a
50-mile race in Angel Fire, New Mexico, which happens to be at an altitude of
10,000 feet, making Denver seem positively low.  Unfortunately, he started off
with only three hours of sleep and fell over into a deep sleep at the top of one
mountain.  That was at the 37-mile marker.  Fortunately, his family was there to
pick him up!  At the time he zonked out, he was in fourth place.  “This is a crazy
hard race, harder than anything I’ve done before and I think I learned some
things—like sleeping,” he wrote afterward.  “Can’t wait for the next race.”

Lyon Park half done:   The Lyon Park Community Center, where we have held the
Chili Cookoff each Labor Day since before Noah and the Ark, is under renova-
tion.  It’s half-done but it appears the funding is more than half-done and the
renovation may not be done by Labor Day.  ACDC has already booked the
Barcroft Rec Center on the assumption that Lyon Park won’t be up to chili this
year.

Darner honored:   The Arlington Commission on the Status of Women has given
its annual “Woman of Vision” award to Karen Darner, former delegate, 1993-
2004, and former president of the Arlington League of Women Voters, for her
many contributions over the years to women’s rights and welfare.

Passages:   Seymour “Sy” Fishbein, husband of long time volunteer and former
precinct captain Louise Fishbein, died June 6 at the age of 91.  He was born in
Brooklyn, the son of immigrants from the Ukraine.  His mother died when he
was two and his father passed away when Sy was five.  Sy was raised by an
assortment of relatives.  He joined the Navy late in World War II and became a
pilot instructor.  After the war, he went to GWU and got a degree in English
literature while working part time at The Washington Post as a copy boy.  He
was recalled to active duty in the Korean War.  He married Louise Pillsbury in
1952 and left the service as a lieutenant in 1954, returning to the Post as a
reporter and editor, periodically appearing on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”  He
worked on an award-winning series called “The Wickedest Precinct” about
crime and corruption in the District’s 2nd Police Precinct.  In 1963, he left the
Post and joined the Book Services Division of the National Geographic, where
he wrote chapters for books on an enormous range of topics from birds to
archaeological sites.  In retirement, he wrote two books, “Yellowstone Country:
The Enduring Wonder” and “Grand Canyon Country: Its Mystery and Its Lure.”
In the 1960s and 1970s, he became active in civil rights and peace campaigns
and he and Louise opened their home to participants who needed shelter.

Mark Levine pulled away from the pack
to win the Democratic primary for the House
of Delegates that includes five precincts in
the far south of Arlington.

The turnout of 15 percent may not seem
huge, but it was the second highest turnout
for any of the 18 General Assembly prima-
ries held across the state June 9.

The only primary to draw a greater turn-
out than Levine’s was the one in which a Tea
Party candidate was challenging Republican
Bill Howell, the speaker of the House of Del-
egates.  Turnout ranged from a high of 15.6
percent in that race to a low of 2.5 percent in
Senate District 8.

Levine led a field of five candidates and
had his best results in Arlington, where he
pulled down 30.2 percent of the vote versus
27.5 percent in Alexandria and 26.9 percent
in Fairfax County.

The district is grounded in Alexandria
from which all five candidates hail.  It includes
15 Alexandria precincts, five Arlington pre-
cincts and three Fairfax County precincts.
Here are the vote totals for the entire district:
Mark H. Levine 2,674 27.8%
Craig T. Fifer 2,340 24.3%
Julie Jakopic 2,239 23.3%
Clarence Tong 1,664 17.3%
Larry Altenburg    698   7.3%

   The precinct break-
down in Arlington was un-
usual.  Fifer won one pre-
cinct (Aurora Hills),
Jakopic won one precinct
(Fairlington), and Levine
won two precincts
(Abingdon and Shir-
lington) while he and
Jakopic tied in Oakridge.

   Levine faces no oppo-
nent in the fall election
from either a Republican
or a third party candidate
so he effectively is already
elected to the House of
Delegates.

Levine wins
45th primary
including
Arlington

LEVINE
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The 2015 ACDC AwardsThe 2015 ACDC Awards

The 2015 ACDC AwardsThe 2015 ACDC Awards

The 2015 ACDC Awards

For notable volunteer serviceFor notable volunteer service

For notable volunteer serviceFor notable volunteer service

For notable volunteer service

Presented at the June 2015, Jefferson-Jackson DinnerPresented at the June 2015, Jefferson-Jackson Dinner

Presented at the June 2015, Jefferson-Jackson DinnerPresented at the June 2015, Jefferson-Jackson Dinner

Presented at the June 2015, Jefferson-Jackson Dinner

Newcomer of the Year

Sonia Klein

Unsung Hero

Kim Phillip

Campaigner of the Year

Steve Baker

Herschelle Miliken Precinct Captain of the Year

Maureen Walsh

Jean Marshall Crawford Award

Inta Malis

Mary Marshall Award

Madi Green
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continued from page one

more inclusive of and responsive to citizens.
With no clear policy distinctions, the

popular question was what led Democratic
voters to make the choices they did.

Some thought the endorsement of
Cristol by The Washington Post may have
boosted her, given that she may have been the
least known candidate at the start of the
campaign. The Post’s second endorsement
went to Peter Fallon, who came in third. But
Fallon was less than four percentage points
behind Dorsey, so the Post endorsement might
indeed have been key.

However, in the same editorial endors-
ing Cristol and Fallon, the Post also endorsed
Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille for-re-election
in a three-way race. The Post very harshly
dismissed the ultimate winner, Allison
Silberberg, as “not a credible candidate,”
which certainly doesn’t show much influence
with voters in Alexandria!

Others analyzing the outcome thought
it might have reflected a desire for change
since Cristol has not long been active in the
party. However, Dorsey has been active in
the Democratic Party for more than a dozen
years, longer than most other candidates—
starting out in 2002 by challenging incum-
bent County Board Member Chris
Zimmerman.

Of the six candidates, all had been ac-
tive in the party. Katie Cristol and Bruce
Wiljanen had volunteered in 2013 and 2014
for Democratic candidates. Andrew Schneider
helped Alan Howze last year, after earlier run-
ning for the 48th District House of Delegates
race. Peter Fallon had been a Steering Com-
mittee member. James Lander, as a Demo-
cratic elected official living in Arlington, is a
voting party member And Christian Dorsey
was twice a previous candidate.

But the Post may have hit on the key
when it commented about Cristol that she was
“a highly talented newcomer who has im-
pressed community groups with her drive and
intelligence.” At the beginning of the cam-
paign, she was largely viewed as an also-
ran. But after every public appearance, vot-
ers invariably commented that she came
across as very thoughtful, analytical and hard-
driving.

Thus, the multitude of candidate debates
that ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky has pressed
since he took office three years ago may have
been crucial to Cristol’s move from obscu-
rity to victory by providing a platform that

would not otherwise have been available.
As for fundraising, Cristol was second,

but a distant second, according to reports filed
two weeks before primary day. Andrew
Schneider led the field with $60,882 followed
by Cristol with $40,360.

The focus now shifts from the primary
to the November election. Cristol and Dorsey
will face two opponents this fall, both offi-
cially listed as independents. Mike
McMenamin ran for the County Board twice
before, in 2006 and 2007, as a Republican.
And this year he has also drawn the GOP
endorsement. But he is officially an indepen-
dent in an apparent effort to try to avoid the
kiss of a death the GOP label seems to con-
vey in Arlington.

The other candidate is Audrey Clement,
who has previously run as a Green Party can-
didate for the County Board and the School
Board, though she was not endorsed by the
Green Party last year. This will be her fifth
race.

ACDC Chair Malinosky said, “Katie
Cristol has a passion for engaging a new gen-
eration in local government, and Christian
Dorsey is committed to revitalizing small busi-
nesses, and both are dedicated to excellence in
our schools and improving housing
affordability. We are thrilled to have these two
outstanding nominees represent our progressive
values and Democratic Party in Arlington.”

Katie Cristol said:  “I’m honored to earn
the support and nomination of Arlington
County Democrats, and extend my thanks to
the party, my tireless team of supporters, and
all who participated in the election and cast
their ballots for Arlington’s future. It’s been a

pleasure to campaign alongside Christian,
Peter, James, Andrew and Bruce. We are look-
ing forward to November.”

Christian Dorsey said:  “I am grateful to
the voters for placing their trust in me to serve
as a Democratic nominee for County Board.
I congratulate Katie Cristol on her nomina-
tion and look forward to a general election
campaign where we offer a vision for Arling-
ton that will overcome our challenges and lead
to an even brighter future.”

The primary drew 10,824 voters, a
turnout of 7.9 percent, in keeping with his-
torical standards. There have only been four
County Board primaries in the last third of a
century. The turnout saw a high of 8.6 per-
cent in 1997, won by Jay Fisette
over Barbara Favola, followed by the 7.9
percent this year, 7.3 percent in 1995, won
by Al Eisenberg and Paul Ferguson over
Barbara Favola and Jill Rathbun, and a low
of 6.5 percent in 2003 when Jim Hurysz
challenged Walter Tejada and Paul Fer-
guson. These figures seem very low. But
since Virginia does not have registration by
party, this is the percentage of all registered
voters turning out for a Democratic primary.

Only four June Democratic primaries
held in the last third of a century have drawn
more than a 10 percent turnout in Arlington—
the 2009 gubernatorial contest (14 percent)
won by Creigh Deeds; 2004 congressional
primary (13 percent) when Jim Moran faced
a vocal challenger; the 1994 US Senate pri-
mary (11 percent) won by Chuck Robb; and
last year’s congressional primary (10 percent)
won by Don Beyer in a field of seven candi-
dates.

Cristol, Dorsey carry Dem flag into fall
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Well, it may be a little early to be doing
“battleground” maps for the 2016 election,
but here’s the first one—this done by Larry
Sabato of the University of Virginia.  And
Virginia is once again one of the battleground
states.

Sabato says there will be a mere seven
battleground states in 2016—though he adds
three others that he says are just leaning Dem
or GOP and will be heavily fought over.  So
one might as well see 10 battleground states
at this point.  Here’s Sabato’s list with the
number of electoral votes in each.
Florida 29
Ohio 18
Virginia 13
Colorado   9
Iowa   6
Nevada   6
New Hampshire   4

The three leaning states are:
Pennsylvania 20
North Carolina 15
Wisconsin 10

North Carolina is rated as leaning GOP
and the other two as leaning Dem.

Sabato says the Electoral College looks
like this:
Dem 247
Rep 206
Tossup   85 (Sabato’s Seven)

In other words, the GOP has a tougher
row to hoe to get to the magic number of 270
electoral votes needed to win.

Sabato acknowledged that November

2016 is a long way away.  But he ventured to
make two predictions now.

“First, if Republicans lose either Florida
or Ohio, the nominee has no realistic path to
victory. Both states are typically at least
slightly more Republican than the nation as a
whole. If GOP voters are thinking strategi-
cally during the nominating process, they will
pick a candidate with a profile appealing to
Sunshine and Buckeye state residents.

“Second, while there are credible Demo-
cratic paths to the White House without Vir-
ginia, anything other than a win or a loss by
just a percent or two in the Old Dominion will
signal the Democrat’s downfall. Virginia was
(slightly) more Democratic than the nation in
2012 for the first time since Franklin
Roosevelt’s era, and population trends that are
increasingly favorable to Democrats are con-
tinuing.”

So, here in the commonwealth we can
expect to see lots of campaign advertising and
lots of candidate appearances next year.

Sabato says the political map has become
much more polarized in recent years.  Forty
years ago, when Jimmy Carter defeated
Gerald Ford in 1976, every big state was com-
petitive.  Fewer than five points separated the
winners in California, New York, Pennsylva-
nia, Texas, Illinois and Ohio.  But now only
Pennsylvania and Ohio can be considered
competitive; the others are locked up already
by one party or the other—Texas by the GOP
and California, New York and Illinois by
Dems.

Battleground 2016

Rebecca Slutsky, known as Becca, has
been named executive director of the Demo-
cratic Party of Virginia (DPVA) by new Chair
Susan Swecker.

With her appointment, DPVA now has a
full time staff of nine in HQ.

Becca is a native Virginian, having
grown up in Charlottesville, and is a veteran
of both Virginia and national campaigns.  She
worked as a regional field director for Hillary
Clinton in 2008, Terry McAuliffe for gover-
nor in 2009, Deeds for governor in 2009 and,
most recently, managed a successful Califor-
nia statewide ballot initiative, Proposition 47,
which implemented social justice reform.
Becca has a political science degree from Vir-
ginia Tech and a law degree from Santa Clara
Law School in Santa Clara, California.

In addition to Becca, the DPVA staff has
recently added Stephen Carter, a former Capi-
tol Hill staffer and Democratic political op-
erative with family ties to Virginia Beach as
communications director, and Shyam Raman,
a recent college graduate with ties to Henrico
County, as deputy IT director, where he will
be a key part of the targeting and data team.

The Second Saturday Breakfast will
gather July 11 and will hear from State Sena-
tor Janet Howell and Delegate Rip Sullivan.

The breakfast will kick-off as usual at 8:30
a.m. in the usual locale—the Busboys & Poets
in Shirlington.  No need for a reservation; just
show up with cash to pay for your meal.  We
do it the old fashioned, pre-plastic way.

Two days earlier, the Senior Lunch—
sometimes known affectionately as the Old
Codgers Git Together—will gather at the same
eating place. No birth certificate required.  If
you toss some powder in your hair or limp a
bit, they’ll probably let you in.

This month the Old Codgers will hear
from our new County Board nominees, Katie
Cristol and Christian Dorsey.  That’s from
noon to 2 p.m. at the same old Busboys &
Poets in Shirlington.

But you need a reservation for the Old
Codgers event.  That’s easy.  Just email
rabarton2@verizon.net if you’d like to go.

2nd Sat Breakfast
with Rip & Janet

State party gets
new exec. dir.
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Daniel A. Gecker has won the Democratic nomination in the 10th

Virginia Senate District, a must-win seat to take back a majority in
the State Senate.

The seat was opened up by the retirement of GOP Sen. John
Watkins.  The district is eminently winnable.  Since 2012, when the
district’s current boundaries were drawn, the Democratic candidates
for president, senator, and the three statewide offices have all won the
district, with winning totals ranging from 46 percent for Gov. Terry
McAuliffe in a three-way race to 59 percent for Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam.

Gecker is going into the race with an immense financial advan-
tage.  He has outraised Republican Glen Sturtevant more than 2-to-

1—a total of $366,000 to
$156,000.  Even with a
costly primary, Gecker
still leads in cash on hand,
$172,000 to $78,000.

In November,
Gecker will face
Sturtevant, a Richmond
School Board member,
and two other candi-
dates—Marleen Durfee
and the appropriately
named Carl Loser.

Gecker had pre-
primary backing from
Gov. Terry McAuliffe and
eight of the nine Rich-
mond City Council mem-
bers.  The ninth doesn’t
endorse primary candi-
dates.  Gecker won the
primary with 53 percent
of the vote.

The district runs
from Richmond far to the
west with 48 percent of

the voters in Richmond, 38 percent in Chesterfield County and
14 percent in Powhatan County.

If Gecker wins, picking up this previously GOP seat,
and no Democratically-held seat is lost, Dems will
regain control of the Senate in January.

Jeremy McPike won the Democratic nomination for the State
Senate seat in Manassas in the June 9 primary.

The 29th Senate District seat opened up when Democratic Sen.
Charles Colgan decided to retire.  It is essential that this seat be kept
in the Democratic column in order to win back majority control of the
State Senate.

The historical vote numbers look good—but the financial num-
bers do not.

In the six elections held since the current district lines were drawn,
Democrats have won every contest, for president, senator and the three
statewide offices.  The range of victory has been impressive—from
56 percent for Sen. John
Warner last year to 63 per-
cent for President
Obama’s 2012 re-elec-
tion.

But in money, GOP
candidate Hal Parish has
outraised McPike 4-to-1
thus far—$416,000 to
$97,000.  In terms of cash
on hand as of May 27, the
challenge is even greater,
with Parish holding on to
$238,000 versus
McPike’s $28,000.

Democrats in Ar-
lington will be called on
to help McPike both with
cash and with feet on the
ground to contact voters.

The district includes
all of Manassas City and
Manassas Park City and
parts of Prince William
County, but 75 percent of

the voters live in
Prince William.

McPike won a three-way primary with 43 per-
cent of the vote to 36 percent for Atif Qarni and 20

percent to Del. Michael Futrell.  The primary drew
the second lowest turnout of any primary in

Virginia this year.

The two must-win State Senate races
         Daniel Gecker                 Jeremy McPike

#10 Gecker
#29 McPike
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Second-placed Moxley was the Tea Party
choice.  Pattie, who came in a distant third,
campaigned primarily on the theme that he
had never voted for a tax increase while an
Augusta County supervisor.  Pattie won only
a solitary precinct—one in Culpepper County
that drew all of four—count ‘em, four—vot-
ers on primary day.  Total turnout was 10 per-
cent or modestly above average for Virginia.

Looking statewide, the bad news is that
a majority of the races for the General As-
sembly this fall won’t be races at all since
more than half will only have a solitary can-
didate on the ballot.

That, however, isn’t new.  The GOP’s
main skill has been drawing House district

boundaries that make most districts non-com-
petitive.  In fact, they have guaranteed mas-
sive Democratic victories in some districts by
cramming so many Democrats into a few elec-
toral ghettoes that Democrats rack up over-
whelming tallies, albeit in a minority of dis-
tricts.

Virginians will vote this fall for all 100
House of Delegate seats and all 40 State Sen-
ate seats.  But of those 140 districts, only one
name will be on the ballot in 70 or 56 per-
cent.

So the election for half the membership
of the General Assembly is already over.  To
some, it sounds like the good old days of the
Supreme Soviet.

The absence of democracy is worse in
the House of Delegates where 62 of the 100

seats have already been decided.  And of the
38 “races,” nine involve only independent or
third party challengers to a major party can-
didate.  So, for practical purposes, there are
contests in only 29 percent of the House of
Delegate districts.

The numbers are notably better—com-
paratively speaking—in the State Senate,
where 58 percent of the districts will see con-
tests—23 out of 40.  And the Senate is where
attention is focused.  The Senate currently has
a 21-19 GOP majority.  A Democratic pickup
of just one of those 23 contested seats will
create a 20-20 split—and that will mean a
Democratic majority because Democratic Lt.
Gov. Ralph Northam will cast the tie-break-
ing vote.

In the June 9 primary, there weren’t
many instances of political activity.  Theo-
retically, there could have been 280 contests—
one in each party in each of the 140 districts.
But there were only 18 primary contests or
6.4 percent of the possible total.  Of those,
only nine involved challenges to incum-
bents—the rest were in open seats.  But, the
excitement was in those nine challenges,
where three or one-third of the challenged
incumbents lost.

The one victorious challenger on the
Democratic side was liberal Steve Heretick
in the 79th House District in Portsmouth and
Norfolk in Hampton Roads.  He upset Del.
Johnny Joannou, who is known as the Demo-
crat most loved by Republicans in the House
for his frequent support of GOP causes, such
as opposition to Medicaid expansion.
Heretick got 52 percent.  The local Tea Party
in that region launched what it called “Op-
eration Money Wrench II,” encouraging all
its supporters to vote in the Democratic pri-
mary for Joannou.  It didn’t work.  And while
conservatives worked hard for Joannou, they
failed to have any GOP candidate file, so
Heretick has already won the seat.

Another expulsion came in the 29th

House District grounded in Frederick County.
That’s not Fredericksburg.  Frederick County
surrounds Winchester and is the most north-
ern point in Virginia.  In the GOP primary
there, Christopher Collins ousted Del. Mark
Berg, who two years ago ousted incumbent
Republican Beverly Sherwood. Incumbency
doesn’t seem to count for much there.  Two
years ago, Berg rode the Tea Party wave to
victory.  The race this year was non-ideologi-
cal; with challenger Collins casting Berg as
ineffective, noting that most of his bills were

continued from page one

Tea Party even dipped toe in Dem primary
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The Democratic Party of Virginia
(DPVA) has filed suit against the state seek-
ing to strike down the new law requiring vot-
ers to show a photo ID at the polls.

The suit asserts that the law is a GOP
effort to impede voters—such as students, the
poor and senior citizens—who are most likely
to lack photo IDs.  But it also argues that the
law adds to long wait times in presidential
elections because it takes more time for vot-
ing officers to check photo IDs.

The complaint, filed June 11 in federal
court in Richmond, alleges that after Demo-
cratic wins in Virginia in the 2008 and 2012
presidential elections, Republican majorities
in both houses of the General Assembly were
“determined to stall, if not reverse, the grow-
ing success of the Democratic Party in Vir-
ginia” by passing legislation designed to “re-
duce disproportionately the turnout of these
core Democratic constituents and Democratic
voters more broadly.”

Susan Swecker, chairwoman of the
Democratic Party of Virginia, said that after
Republicans determined they “couldn’t
change the minds” of the electorate, they “de-
cided to change the makeup of the electorate
instead by making it more difficult for Vir-
ginians to exercise their right to vote.”

The New York Times reported recently
that billionaire George Soros has committed
up to $5 million to fund Democrats’ chal-
lenges of restrictive voting laws.  Suits simi-
lar to Virginia’s have already been filed in
Ohio and Wisconsin.

The state offers free photo ID voting
cards to all registered voters, although many
would have to travel long distances to get
them.  As of last month, only 4,383 of the
free voter IDs had been issued statewide.

Last November was the first statewide
election since the law’s implementation.  Only
800 Virginia voters cast provisional ballots
because they lacked valid IDs.

Many in the GOP have said that shows
that the photo ID requirement is not a serious
impediment to voting.  But Democrats re-
spond that no one knows how many people
never bothered to come to the polls because
they lacked a photo ID.

More importantly, Democrats allege in
the suit that the law does not “materially fur-
ther any legitimate state interest” since there
is no history in Virginia—or anywhere else
in the country—of people showing up to vote
while masquerading as someone else.

Carl Tobias, a professor of constitutional
law at the University of Richmond School of
Law, said at least some aspects in the com-
plaint may have a chance in a legal challenge.
“Courts have struck some voter ID strictures,
and virtually no data shows voting fraud in
Virginia involving IDs. Also, the wait times
seem like a real problem. Both of those dis-
proportionately affect Democrats,” Tobias
told the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

pushed aside by his GOP colleagues, and burn-
ing him for failing to meet with Frederick County
Supervisors when they called on him at his of-
fice in Richmond.  This was the only primary
race in the state this year where the challenger
raised more money than the incumbent.  Collins
faces no opposition in November because local
Democrats were unable to get a candidate’s pa-
perwork and petitions filed in time.

So the Tea Party struck out in most races.
But it won in one primary contest—a battle
in the GOP primary in the 11th Senate District
in Chesterfield County, Amelia County and
Colonial Heights, the southern exurbs of Rich-
mond.  Challenger Amanda Chase mobilized
Tea Party support to oust Sen. Steve Martin,
who has held the seat for 11 two-year terms.
Martin used to be considered very far right
until the far right shifted even farther to the
right.  But the key in this race appears to have
been good organization and low turnout.
That allowed Chase to prevail with superior
organization.  She didn‘t have much money—
but she is a campaign consultant by profes-
sion and proved she knew how to operate in a
low turnout election.  Robert Holsworth, a
former political science professor at Virginia
Commonwealth University, told the Daily
Press of Newport News, “Amanda Chase or-

ganized very well, she had Tea Party support
and voters showed their frustration with any-
body who can be considered the establish-
ment.  Even though Martin was a very con-
servative guy, he had the establishment mantle
and was vulnerable.”

Democrats have E. Wayne Powell fac-
ing off against Chase in November—but the
district is designed for the GOP.  (Historical
footnote:  It was Martin whom Eric Cantor
defeated in a GOP primary in 2000 to start
out on his career in the House of Representa-
tives.  Fifteen years later, both have been re-
tired by Tea Party upstarts.)

The primary race that got the most at-
tention across the state was the Tea Party chal-
lenge to Republican House Speaker William
J. Howell.  The question was whether the
GOP’s far right could pull of another giant-
killer upset like that of Dave Brat one year
ago, when he knocked off Eric Cantor, the
Number Two man in the GOP leadership in
the US House of Representatives, who was
VERY conservative, but also pegged as VERY
establishment.  Challenger Susan Stimpson
had Tea Party backing and a base as the former
chair of the Board of Supervisors in Stafford
County, which surrounds Fredericksburg.  But
Howell had very deep pockets.  And he used
that to thump for mainstream Republicans to
come out and whup the Tea Party.  It worked.

With turnout normally around 8-9 percent.
Howell’s campaign drove it up to 15.6 per-
cent, the highest in the state in this year’s pri-
maries.  Larry Sabato of the University of
Virginia told the Daily Press that Howell “ran
a full-fledged, flat-out campaign.  He took no
chances, even though he’s speaker of the
House.”

The Tea Party also lost out in the 12th

Senate District in the Richmond area where
Republican Sen. Walter Stosch is retiring.  The
GOP standard was picked up by Siobhan S.
Dunnavant, who defeated three opponents,
including Vince Haley, onetime political di-
rector for Newt Gingrich who had amassed
Tea Party backing.

But what impressed Sabato wasn’t these
races but one no one paid any attention to—
including voters.  Sabato pointed to House
District 17 grounded in Botetourt County in
the Valley north of Roanoke.  In the GOP pri-
mary there, Del. Christopher T. Head defeated
a challenger by a margin of 143 votes in a
race that drew a mere 2,527 voters and a large
yawn.  Head has no opposition in November.
Sabato pointed to this ignored primary and
said, “It really is amazing that you can get
elected to the General Assembly with just a
couple thousand votes—or even less in some
districts.  It’s a fundamental life lesson.  The
world is run by those who show up.”
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