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The race is on to get onto the Virginia ballot in
next year’s presidential primary, which will be held
March 1.  The commonwealth simplified the pro-
cess after only two Republicans were able to qualify
in 2012 when a dozen were running.  But Virginia
still has one of the three toughest procedures in the
nation.

Each of the 17 (and counting) Republicans and
five Democrats (see them at right) in the race must
collect at least 5,000 signatures of registered voters by
Dec. 10.  State election officials recommend they
gather 7,500 to 10,000 to guard against duplicates and
invalid signers, such as unregistered people signing.

The well-financed presidential contenders,
such as former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
on the Democratic side and former Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush on the Republican side, are building statewide
networks that will likely handle those duties easily.

Others, with limited funds, will need to build
grassroots efforts and some could rely on paid sig-
nature collectors—a practice now allowed by state

Testifying in court last month, the GOP’s chief
architect of the House of Delegates’ district map
denied flatly that he had any intention of drawing
lines to shaft blacks in the state.  His goal, he said,
was to shaft Democrats.

Del. S. Chris Jones of Suffolk testified in front
of a three-judge panel overseeing the redistricting
trial in the U.S. District Court in Alexandria. The
GOP-controlled House of Delegates is defending
itself against a civil lawsuit alleging that the 2011
redistricting unconstitutionally jammed black vot-
ers into 12 of the state’s 100 districts, limiting their
influence in the rest of the state.

Specifically, the suit alleges that the plan Jones
and the GOP leadership pushed through the House
arbitrarily required that the 12 districts have at least
55 percent black voting-age populations.

The suit says that amounts to racial gerryman-
dering, when race becomes the overriding factor in
drawing boundary maps.

GOP to court: We drew district
maps to shaft Dems, not Blacks

Virginia among toughest states to get
prez candidates on primary ballot

Jones testified, though, that race was only one
of many factors he sought to take into account. He
said he tried to accommodate requests from 75 to
80 delegates in the 100-member body who sought
to tweak lines, sometimes to draw out precincts

DEFENSE — Del. S. Chris Jones

law for the first time.
Voters shouldn’t be surprised if they are asked

to sign multiple candidate petitions. Voters can do
that and they aren’t committed to any candidate—
but by signing petitions, they are saying they will

EGAD!
  He may be
  coming back.

See page 7

=

1 vote    for   1 1/2 people

Could it ever happen?

The Supreme Court

will decide.

See page 9.

Cereal Box Challenge!

It works.

The boxes now are

flooding in.

See page 8.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Arlington has outstanding public
schools. Last year the Arlington Public
Schools won an award for excellence in per-
formance as a system. Six Arlington schools
were recognized with the 2015 Governor’s
Award for Educational Excellence. And just
weeks ago, W-L High School students scored
significantly higher than their peers on the rig-
orous International Baccalaureate exams. This
record of success was the result of thoughtful
and consistent investments by the School
Board and County Board in great schools and
teachers.

Reid Goldstein, the winner of ACDC’s
endorsement in May, is the best candidate for
School Board to carry on this legacy. He has
been involved with the schools for more than
20 years serving on PTAs, commissions and
advisory councils. Reid, as a member of the
Exemplary Project committee, successfully
recommended that Thomas Jefferson Middle
School adopt the International Baccalaureate
program, helping raise student achievement
and focus on 21st century skills. He has been
recognized by APS with the Honored Citizen

Award in 2011.
Reid is already a leader in the public

schools and is ready to help tackle the chal-
lenges confronting the School Board. Now,
in large part because of decades of success,
Arlington Public Schools are straining to keep
up with  growing student enrollment. There
is already a need for a new elementary school
and there will soon be increased pressure on
the middle schools. Reid is ready to work in a
collaborative, thoughtful and long-term ap-
proach to ensure we get the best for our stu-
dents while balancing other needs of the com-
munity.

Reid’s concerns about long-term plan-
ning and investing in schools are shared by
our County Board nominees, Katie Cristol
and Christian Dorsey. Katie is an educational
consultant who also volunteers regularly at
Randolph Elementary School and serves as a
liaison to the Advisory Council on Instruc-
tion. Christian has served as an executive of-
ficer for an organization that raises literacy
rates for low-income children and serves as a
member of the APS Facilities Advisory Com-

mittee that focuses on student enrollment.
Reid, Katie and Christian are dedicated

to working together to solve the problem of
school overcrowding while recognizing other
community concerns. And their collaboration
on schools doesn’t end there.

Reid, Katie and Christian are all com-
mitted to expanding economic opportunity in
Arlington. Reid is committed to closing the
achievement gap in our public schools and
ensuring high-quality, rigorous instruction for
all. Arlington should do more for our most
struggling students. At the County Board
level, Katie wants to “address the child care
supply gap—while maintaining best-in-class
quality standards—by pursuing flexibilities in
zoning to attract new child care centers.” Any-
thing we can do to ensure more young chil-
dren get quality child care will help reduce
the achievement gap, become those children
soon are in school. Christian want to see that
schools get the resources they need to “con-
tinue to deliver high quality instruction and
opportunity for our children.”

If Arlington is going to continue to have
excellent schools in a time of surging student
enrollments, then we need to elect leaders who
have demonstrated a commitment to invest
in what matters and an ability to build con-
sensus. Luckily, we have such leaders to elect
in November with Reid Goldstein for School
Board and Katie Cristol and Christian Dorsey
for County Board.

We’ve got excellent schools in Arlington

Get to know our newest Arlington can-
didate, Mark Levine, who is running (unop-
posed) to succeed Rob Krupicka in the House
of Delegates next January.

Mark will be the guest this month at the
Second Saturday Breakfast, along with
Commonwealth’s Attorney Theo Stamos.
The breakfast will be held August 8 at the
usual venue, Busboys and Poets in
Shirlington.

And just a reminder to bring cash to clear
the bill for all those sausages and eggs you
will wolf down.

Candidate Levine at
2nd Sat Breakfast
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, July 1, at 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the Month

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd.
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe and Wilson

Free parking under building; enter from Taylor Street

Have you ever thought about being a delegate to a presi-
dential nominating convention?  The 2016 Democratic
National Convention is just 12 months away.  It will be
held July 25-28 right up I-95 in Philadelphia, just three
hours away.  And our monthly meeting will tell you how
you could be a delegate.  Frank Leone, an Arlingtonian
and one of Virginia’s Democratic national committee-
men, is one of the honchos who handle the process.
Frank will address the meeting about everything you
ever wanted to know and couldn’t possibly ask about
the selection process.  In addition, we will hear about
this fall’s three Gold Card events and receive a presen-
tation about the State Senate campaign of David Belote
in the Eighth District in Virginia Beach as well as an
overview of all State Senate races from Sen. Barbara
Favola.

The Republican National Committee
(RNC) has already started its effort to bring
Virginia back into the red column by hiring
additional staff and getting its ground game
underway 15 months before the presidential
election.

The latest fundraising totals in all key
State Senate matchups show every Demo-
cratic candidate outraising the Republican
opponent.

The filings were made for the second
quarter of the year ending June 30.

In addition to the individual candidate
fundraising, the Democratic Party of
Virginia (DPVA) outraised the Republican
Party of Virginia by an astounding margin
of 15:1.

As for the key individual races:
In SD06, Senator Lynwood Lewis

outraised Richard Ottinger by 2:1.
In SD07, Gary McCollum out-

raised Frank Wagner by $30,000.
In SD13, Dr. Jill McCabe out-

raised Sen. Dick Black by 3:1.
In SD21, Senator John Edwards

outraised both of his opponents combined.
In SD10, Dan Gecker outraised Glen

Sturtevant by 2:1.
In SD29, Jeremy McPike outraised Hal

Parrish, who spent more than he raised.
Those last two races were the ones cited

in last month’s Voice as the premier contests
in the state this fall.

Susan Swecker, chairwoman of the
Democratic Party of Virginia, said, “It’s no
surprise that Democrats’ message of growing
jobs is resonating across the Commonwealth
while Republicans and their top priority of
discrimination fell flat. Virginia is ready to
have a state Senate that will work with Gov-
ernor McAuliffe to build a new Virginia
economy.”

That is a warning to Democrats that 2016
will see Virginia as a hotly contested battle-
ground state.

National and state party officials an-
nounced last week the hiring of Jim
O’Connell as the state director for Virginia
and Ryan Terrill as data director.

A release announcing the hires said the
RNC and Republican Party of Virginia
(RPVA) will work “hand-in-hand on a data-
driven field program with a premium placed
on training, voter registration, and peer-to-
peer contact to engage and activate Virginia’s
diverse communities of voters to vote for our
Republican nominee and the entire GOP
ticket.”

O’Connell, who lives in Woodbridge,
has 10 years of political experience on local
and statewide campaigns across the country,
according to the RNC.

Terrill has worked on races in Maine,
Louisiana, Wisconsin, Connecticut and Kan-
sas plus six in Virginia.

State Senate
fundraising goes
gangbusters

Natl. GOP already in VA
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An imaging day job I   Terry Belt, who handles social media for ACDC, has another
project underway.  She is photographing the 33 points of interest in Rosslyn with
plans to produce a photo gallery and video.  Now, no jokes about the 33 points of
interest being construction sites and traffic jams.  There’s things ranging from the
colorful three-story Anna and David sculpture on Wilson Blvd. to the Continuum
and Reposto mosaic on Key Blvd and the Marine Corp Memorial, where Belt
discovered the list of 33 points of interest.  Belt, who hails from Chicago, says,
“Rosslyn is the closest we come to a big city, and I love the city feel.”  She also
loves to drop by Caffe Aficionado and the Amuse bar between shots.

An imaging day job II:   Del. Patrick Hope has a new day job, but he is remaining
in the health care field.  Hope has joined the National Electrical Manufacturers
Association (NEMA) as the executive director of its Medical Imaging & Technol-
ogy Alliance.  MITA is the collective voice for people and firms in the medical
imaging business and represents companies that make up more than 90 percent of
the global sales in medical imaging devices.  Hope is leaving the American
College of Cardiology, where he served as senior director of legislative policy.
Before that, he was legislative counsel for the American College of Physicians.
Hope has a law degree and a master’s in congressional studies from Catholic U.

Intro to local pol:   Former AYD prez Max Burns has been named to head the Next
Generation Leaders Program of the 8th Congressional District Democratic
Committee.  The initiative is designed to impart campaign skills plus a solid
knowledge of local issues to new and young Dems.

Busy junior year abroad:   Laura Saul Edwards is a precinct captain in that
challenging Madison precinct as well as vice chair of precinct ops for Messenger
Day and Election Day.  Her daughter, Madeline, a 2012 graduate of Yorktown
HS, just spent her junior year abroad in Jordan, where she mastered Arabic and
got a paid job writing for Al-Bawaba, one of the Middle East’s major news
websites based in Amman.

Today’s chuckle:   A survey of Virginia Republicans by Public Policy Polling finds
that their first preference for the 2017 gubernatorial nomination is, get this, Ken
Cuccinelli.  He got the support of 37 percent of Virginia Republicans, more than
double the 16 percent support given ousted Rep. Eric Cantor.  Next in line were
former Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling and political operative Ed Gillespie with 8 percent
each and State Sen. Mark Obenshain with 7 percent.  (See story on page 7.)

The old flag is old stuff:   Another poll shows Virginians split almost equally on
Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s order to remove the Confederate battle flag from Virginia
license plates, with 46 percent supporting removal and 45 percent opposed.  More
surprising, however, is that the governor’s order has generated little interest across
the state that was the capital of the Confederacy.  There have been no protests,
marches or floods of letters to the editor. Even Bill Howell, the GOP speaker of
the House, supports the governor on this one (but still not on Medicaid expan-
sion).   Might this signal a sea change in the Old Dominion?  The flag plates are
not available to the general public, only to the 3,000 members of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans (SCV), so there are only 1,677 plates in the state with the
battle flag.  Northern Virginia, with more than one-third of the state’s population,
counts less than one-tenth of the state’s Confederate flag plates—and most of
them are down in Spotsylvania, Fauquier and Stafford counties. :

Good grief, four of the 22 people cur-
rently running for president in the two major
parties are Virginia-linked.  It’s like the found-
ing days of the republic all over again!

But there’s no soft Virginia drawl to let
you identify where they come from—like
Bernie Sanders’ clipped Brooklyn accent.

Among the five Democratic candidates,
Jim Webb is clearly identified as a Virginian,
based on his six years in the US Senate from
Virginia.  However, he was born in St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, to a military family and was
reared just about everywhere around the coun-
try and the world.

In announcing his candidacy July 2,
Webb pledged to support “the American
trifecta.”  He said, “We all want the Ameri-
can dream—unending opportunity at the top
if you put things together and you make it,
absolute fairness along the way, and a safety
net underneath you if you fall on hard times
or suffer disability or as you reach your re-
tirement years.  That’s the American
Trifecta—opportunity, fairness and security.”

Over on the GOP side, where candidates
seem to split off daily like paramecia, the one
clearly identifiable Virginian is Jim Gilmore,
#17 on the Republican racing form.  Born in
Richmond and governor from 1998 to 2002,
his announcement last week drew little atten-
tion from the national media, which seem to
have tired of all the candidate announcements.
Gilmore’s last foray into elective politics was
in 2008, when he lost the US Senate race to
Mark Warner by 31 percentage points.

But there is another Virginia-born can-
didate you might not have noticed in the
crowd.  Rick Santorum, a former one-term
senator from Pennsylvania, was born in Win-
chester.

And Carly Fiorina, the former CEO of
Hewlett-Packard and sole woman in the gi-
ant GOP field, while not born in Virginia,
currently lives in Fairfax County.  She was
born in Texas.

Four of 22 prez
candidates are
Virginia-linked

Woodrow
Wilson
was
born in
Staunton,
Virginia
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continued from page one

where they had historically performed poorly.
Sometimes delegates wanted the boundaries
changed to draw out a potential primary chal-
lenger, he said.

In court papers, lawyers for House
Speaker William J. Howell said Jones had to
take race into account in drawing the districts.
They cited Virginia’s history under Jim Crow
of suppressing the black vote and noted that,
under the federal Voting Rights Act, as then
written, the state’s maps could be rejected by
the Justice Department if they were seen as
diluting the black vote.

The plaintiffs, though, allege that the re-
districting plan went too far in the other di-
rection. Packing 55 percent black majorities
into those districts was unnecessary, they say,
and diluted African-American influence in the
other 88 districts.

They presented testimony from Del. Jen-
nifer L. McClellan, D-Richmond, an African-
American who saw her district’s black popu-
lation increase from 46 percent to 55 percent
in the 2011 redistricting. McClellan said she
is confident she could have won her district if
it had stayed at 46 percent.

The GOP needs to show that racial-pack-
ing wasn’t done to hurt African-Americans.
So, it has acknowledged that it wanted to hurt
Democratic-Americans and squeeze vulner-
able Democratic delegates wherever oppor-
tunities presented themselves.

“You have to be in the political thicket,”
GOP lawyer Mark Braden told the judges as
the trial began. “You have to watch a little bit
of the sausage making.”

Specifically, the GOP says it targeted
Democrat Robin Abbott, who had defeated
Republican Philip Hamilton in a Newport
News area district in 2009. The plan was
drawn up to throw the Democrat into a dis-
trict with Republican Glenn Oder. Republi-
cans wanted to tilt the district to benefit Oder
as much as possible, so they altered its lines
to move black precincts into a minority-ma-
jority district represented by Democrat
Mamye BaCote.

The trial brief cites similar maneuvers
targeting Democrats William Barlow and
Matthew James that moved black voters out
of their districts and increased the concentra-
tions of black voters in adjacent districts.

“Politics played a key role in the plan,”
Howell’s lawyers write in the trial brief.  But
the goal wasn’t to shaft Democrats. “Plain-
tiffs are unhappy with recent election results
because too few Democrats won.”

If the judges side with the plaintiffs, the
General Assembly could be forced to redraw
the boundary maps.  The three-judge panel
will issue its ruling at a later date.

In another case, the 4th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Richmond in a 2-1 ruling
has ordered the General Assembly to draw
new congressional maps because the existing
boundaries pack black voters into the 3rd Con-
gressional District, represented by Rep. Rob-
ert C. “Bobby” Scott. (See map above.)

Gov. Terry McAuliffe is calling the Gen-
eral Assembly into special session August 17
to carry out that court order.  The likely out-
come is to move some heavily black precincts
from Scott’s district into adjoining districts,
all of which have Republican incumbents.

One option is to move a big block of
African-Americans into one other district,
making that district competitive.  Another
option would be to scatter black neighbor-
hoods in as many other districts as possible,
hoping to dilute their impact.

Scott’s district runs from Richmond to
Norfolk, hopping and skipping back and forth
across the James River to pick up black neigh-
borhoods.

GOP defends redistricting suit by saying
it eagerly screwed Democrats, not Blacks

CHERRY-PICKING — This is the Third Congressional District that
runs from Richmond on the West to Norfolk in the East, bounding back
and forth across the James River to pick up as many predominantly
black neighborhoods as could be found.
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vote in that party’s primary.
“That process has already started,” vet-

eran GOP consultant Chris LaCivita, who is
advising Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, told The
Virginian-Pilot of Norfolk.  Paul’s campaign
has been steadily building an organization in
the state, LaCivita said, noting that while most
major candidates are focusing on the early
contests in Iowa, New Hampshire and South
Carolina, they’re also doing leg work in other
states.

But others are not even in low gear yet,
with the deadline just four months away.

For example, Democrat Bernie Sanders
of Vermont has made campaign appearances
in Northern Virginia, but he has little cam-
paign infrastructure in the state.  Mary Lou
Burke, a Latin teacher in Chesapeake who
launched a “South Hampton Roads for
Bernie” Facebook page shortly after Sanders
announced his bid in May, told the Pilot she
and others are awaiting word on when to start
gathering petitions.  “Bernie wants a
grassroots movement.... That’s what we’re
doing,” said Burke, who has connected with
other supporters in Richmond and Northern
Virginia.

Two candidates have strong Virginia ties
and used to have statewide organizations:
former U.S. Sen. Jim Webb, a Democrat, and
former Gov. Jim Gilmore, a Republican.

University of Virginia political scientist
Larry Sabato predicted many candidates
won’t qualify for the state’s ballot either be-
cause they don’t have enough signatures or
aren’t paying attention to the rules.  “Some
of the more minor candidates have no clue
what it takes to get on the ballot in Virginia,”
Sabato said.  “If we’re lucky, we’ll have half”
make the ballot.

Said Sabato, “If the Republican candi-
dates are incredibly well organized, we could
have more than half. But it’s a major early
expenditure when the more long-shot candi-
dates have to be focused on Iowa, New Hamp-
shire and South Carolina.”

Virginia’s ballot rules are less stringent
than four years ago, when twice as many sig-
natures were needed.  But petitioners still need
broad statewide participation. At least 200
voters from each of the state’s 11 congres-
sional districts must sign a petition, with elec-
tion officials suggesting at least 300 be sub-
mitted.

The General Assembly halved the total
number of signatures needed after the GOP

debacle of 2012 when only Mitt Romney and
Ron Paul could get on the GOP ballot.  Newt
Gingrich submitted more than 10,000 signa-
tures, but 1,500 were ruled invalid.  David
Rexrode, then executive director of the Re-
publican Party of Virginia, said Gingrich’s
campaign submitted such names as Jack
Daniels, Jim Beam and “the entire cast of
‘Man Men’.”

But even 5,000 signatures is a lot by na-
tional standards.  Virginia’s requirement ranks
it with Indiana and Illinois as the three tough-
est state requirements in the country, Richard
Winger, publisher of Ballot Access News, told
the Richmond Times-Dispatch.  “In the ma-
jority of states that have presidential prima-
ries, if [candidates] are discussed in the news
media, they go on [the ballot] automatically,”
Winger said.

Candidates may be helped by another
state law change that allows them to hire sig-
nature collectors, including out-of-state op-
erations, rather than rely on volunteers who
in the past all had to be Virginia residents.

Quentin Kidd, director of Christopher
Newport University’s Wason Center for Pub-
lic Policy, told the Pilot, “In California two
years ago, the going rate was, I think, between
$7 and $9 a signature.... Here, it wouldn’t be
as high.”

The candidates have to organize the sig-
nature collection effort on their own.  Mor-
gan Finkelstein, spokeswoman for the Demo-
cratic Party of Virginia (DPVA), said, “The
party itself does not collect signatures on be-
half of a candidate.”  She said the party will
provide procedural guidance on its website
to aid all candidate organization.

Virginia’s presidential primaries next
year will be relatively early in the process and
therefore may have more relevance than in
recent years.  Only four states will be heard
from before Virginians get to vote.  The Iowa
caucuses are Feb. 1, followed by the New
Hampshire primary, Feb. 9, the South Caro-
lina primary Feb. 20 and the Nevada caucuses
Feb. 23. Then comes Super Tuesday March
1, when 12 states will vote, including Massa-
chusetts (a sure Dem win in November), Texas
(a sure GOP victory) and Virginia (a likely
battleground state).

The other primaries that Tuesday are in
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, Tennessee and Vermont with cau-
cuses in Colorado and Minnesota.

Tough task to get on ballot in Virginia

QUENTIN KIDD
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Conservative Republicans have won a
big intra-party victory by winning approval
for a state convention to choose their next can-
didates for governor, lieutenant governor and
attorney general in 2017.

It was a GOP convention in 2013 that
weighted the party down with the three most
conservative candidates seeking those posts
that time.  That opened the door to a Demo-
cratic sweep in November 2013.

Many commentators thought the wreck-
age of 2013 would convince the party to drop

Cuccinelli Redux:  State GOP will hold
convention to pick governor candidate!

the convention, where the most ideologically
committed members of the party tend to show
up in large numbers.

But that’s not what happened at the lat-
est meeting of the 83-member Republican
State Central Committee.

The rightwing proposed that the party
hold conventions both to choose the statewide
candidates in 2017 and the delegation to the
presidential nominating convention next year.
A presidential primary, not a convention is the
norm.

The party leadership then proposed a
“compromise,” with a presidential primary
but a convention for the statewide offices.

That passed by 42-39 with one absten-
tion.

“Who said compromise is dead?” asked
Larry Sabato, head of the Center for Politics
at the University of Virginia, with tongue
firmly in cheek. “Primary backers get their
presidential vote and convention advocates
won what they desired for the three offices
that matter most in Virginia.”

A new poll by Christopher Newport
University (CNU) in Newport News shows
that Solid Liberals are the smallest segment
of seven shades of red and blue in Virginia’s
electorate, comprising only 6%.

Most importantly for electoral politics,
the poll finds 25% of Virginians on the parti-
san left and 35% on the partisan right with
40% in the middle who need to be attracted
for a party to win the presidential election next
year and collect the commonwealth’s 13 elec-
toral votes.

The report, “Commonwealth of Con-
trasts: A Political Typology of the Virginia
Electorate,” compiled by CNU’s Wason Cen-
ter for Public Policy, is an attempt to under-
stand the changing political dynamics of the
commonwealth, which between Lyndon
Johnson in 1964 and Barack Obama in 2008
had voted only Republican for 10 straight
presidential elections.

Quentin Kidd, a CNU political science
professor who is director of the Wason Cen-
ter, said the state has grown politically com-
petitive as Virginia’s population has gotten
younger, become more racially and ethnically
diverse, and shifted from rural areas in the
south and west to Northern Virginia, Hamp-
ton Roads and the Richmond metropolitan
area.

The full 31-page report is available at
h t t p : / / c n u . e d u / c p p / p d f /
july_2015_political_typology_report_final.pdf.

‘Solid Liberals’ found smallest of seven
shades of Red and Blue in Virginia polity

The entrance to Christopher Newport University
in Newport News, Virginia.

To segment the electorate into this po-
litical typology, registered voters were asked
to choose from pairs of statements on 18 so-
cial and political topics. Based on their an-
swers, voters were assigned to one of seven
groups.  This showed “Staunch Conserva-
tives” outnumbering “Solid Liberals” by al-
most four-to-one in the commonwealth.

Partisan Left – 25%
Solid Liberals (6%, smallest group) –

These people are to the leftwing what Staunch
Conservatives are to the rightwing, in some
ways with even greater intensity. In the poll,

fully 100% of those classed as Solid Liberals
said government must do more to help the
needy, even if that means going deeper in debt,
and 100% also said the government should
do whatever it takes to protect the environ-
ment.  But not a single person in this group
agreed that most people who want to get ahead
can do so if they just work hard.  And 98%
said there is too much power in the hands of
large corporations while 94% said immigrants
are good for the country. These solid liberals
are well-educated, rich and not very religious.

continued on next page
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And they are slightly more male and more
white than society as a whole.

Suburban Liberals (19%) – They hold
views on most issues similar to Solid Liber-
als, backing environmental protection, regu-
lation of business and aid for the poor.  But
87% say everyone has it in their own power
to succeed in life—the big difference with
Solid Liberals.  They are the best educated
and least religious group.  They tend to be
older.  And almost half of them live in North-
ern Virginia.

Less Partisan Middle – 40%
Disengaged Liberals (7%) – This is the

only majority-minority group of the seven,
and they lean younger and female. They are
very religious, with 87% saying faith is key
in their lives, 61% saying belief in God is nec-
essary to being a moral person with good val-
ues.  They hold traditional liberal views on
most policy issues, backing diplomacy over
military force, environmental regulation and
immigration. They tend to be poorer than av-
erage and heavily African-American (58%).
Only 29% say President Obama is doing a
good job.

Disaffecteds (7%) – These are younger
voters who are the least partisan and least
ideological of the groups. They are critical of
government effectiveness and see larger
forces shaping and limiting an individual’s
ability to succeed. They fear environmental
regulation kills jobs and see immigration as a
burden on society, not only in taking jobs but
also threatening American values and cus-

toms.  They strongly support the use of mili-
tary force to defeat terrorism.  This group was
probably battered more than others by the
Great Recession.

Libertarians (19%) – This is the young-
est and least religious group.  They are all over
the place on policy issues, being very liberal
on immigration and the environment, but feel-
ing the poor have it easy because of govern-
ment handouts with 84% saying African-
Americans who can’t get ahead are largely
responsible for their own fate.  They tend to
be young and white.

Partisan Right – 35%
Working Class Conservatives (12%)

– These people are not greatly impressed by
the Tea Party and are thus more moderate
cousins of the Staunch Conservatives, with
similarly conservative but less intense views
on many of the same issues.  But they strongly
support environmental protection with 82%
saying environmental rules are worth the cost.
They dislike immigrants as a burden and 78%
say blacks who can’t get ahead are largely
responsible for their own condition.  They are
less educated, poorer and older.

Staunch Conservatives (23%, the larg-
est group) – This group is dominated by the
Tea Party, and takes extremely conservative
views on most issues, opposing environmen-
tal protection, rejecting the contributions of
immigrants as threats to traditional American
values and customs, and rejecting the need
for government regulation of business and the
need for further efforts to protect equal rights.
They are the most engaged of all the groups
with high proportions reporting they follow

the news and vote regularly.  Their education
and income levels are around the average for
the commonwealth.  But they are much older,
whiter and more heavily male than the aver-
age.  They are equally distributed across the
commonwealth’s geographic areas.

In 2008 and 2012, the Obama campaign
put together a winning coalition to turn Vir-
ginia blue after almost a half-century stuck in
the red column.  The question for 2016 is
whether Democrats can hold their coalition
together.

CNU’s Kidd said many undecided mod-
erate and millennial voters have grown “dis-
illusioned” with Obama over recent years,
which could make it difficult for Democrats
to maintain their growth in Virginia.

“They must find a way to recreate or
fashion a new coalition,” Kidd told the Daily
Press of Newport News. “The voter is disil-
lusioned and that could come to the detriment
of the party.”

Republicans have a similar problem. If
they nominate a right-wing social conserva-
tive, Kidd said, they risk losing millennial and
moderate voters in Virginia.

“Young Libertarians are not attracted to
socially conservative candidates,” Kidd said.

Kidd said candidates who want to attract
moderate Virginia voters must realize that they
exist in both parties.

“No one party can rely solely on its
[base] supporters to win Virginia,” Kidd said.
“If they do that, they lose.”

The survey, conducted March 17-30, was
based on interviews with 1,026 registered
voters across the state.

continued from previous page

The annual cereal drive for Arlington’s
needy, which was so far behind last month
that it looked unlikely it could meet its 2015
goal, now looks like it might exceed that goal
months early!

The drive is an annual effort by Demo-
cratic Values in Action (DVA), the charitable
arm of ACDC, to collect cereal boxes for the
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC).

DVA has a goal of collecting 375 boxes
this year.  But at the end of June, with the
year half over, the drive had only reached a
pitiable 17 percent of its goal.

Kim Klingler, the DVA chair, was des-
perately looking for some new way to put a
spark in the drive and pull in more Cheerios,

Corn Flakes and Wheaties quickly.  She sud-
denly had an idea when she saw this year’s
bedsheet ballot with 15 Dems running in the
county, far more than in any other year of the
four-year election cycle in Arlington.

So, she challenged all the campaigns to
collect 25 cereal boxes from among their sup-
porters and volunteers.  Most swiftly signed
up and are now in the process of collecting
cereal.  If each campaign is able to come
through with 25 boxes, the cereal drive will
reach its 2015 goal even before the election.

A more likely scenario is that not every
campaign will meet the target and there will
still be a need for other Democrats to kick in
to meet the 2015 goal before year’s end.  But

now it will be a more manageable number.
Boxes are collected at every Democratic

Party event in the county—the monthly
ACDC and AYD meetings, the Gold Card
events that will be coming up this fall and
other party gatherings.  For those who forget
and leave their box at home, a cash jar is pro-
vided.  A box of cereal runs about $2.50.

What’s more, Kim has now worked with
AFAC to set up a website link so Dems can
contribute online.  That link is https://afac.org/
donate/dva/.

Kim is, however, finding one new prob-
lem with the 25-box contributions from the
campaigns.  Twenty-five boxes fills up her
car very quickly!

Democratic Values in Action

Virginia Liberals—Few and far between

Cereal suddenly flooding in
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The Supreme Court has agreed to decide
if the principle of one-person, one-vote can
mean one-vote, one-and-a-half voters.

The court agreed last month to hear a
case from Texas that challenges the practice
of drawing legislative districts so they con-
tain equal numbers of residents.  The plain-
tiffs argue that a district should contain equal
numbers of eligible voters.

The practical effect of what the plain-
tiffs want to do would be to exclude from the
base population for drawing district bound-
aries four categories of people: children un-
der 18; felons; illegal immigrants; and legal
immigrants who have not yet been natural-
ized.

One of the parties bringing the case is
Sue Evenwel, She points out that her rural
Texas State Senate district has 584,000 eli-
gible voters while a neighboring urban dis-
trict has 372,000, even though the resident
population of both is around 811,000, the av-
erage across the entire state.

That means that voters in the neighbor-
ing district have 1.6 times as much say in the
state capital as she does.

The chief counter-argument to the plain-
tiffs is that legislators represent all the resi-
dents of a district, including children, felons
and legal immigrants—though one can argue
illegal aliens do not deserve representation.
But the plaintiffs respond that the issue isn’t
representation, which they argue would not
change, but protecting the equality of voters.

There is also a practical concern:  The
census doesn’t give good numbers on the
population of eligible voters.  The census
would have to be redesigned to capture those
data.

Most agree that the practical effect of a
change would be to raise the influence of ru-
ral areas (away from the Mexican border) and
increase the proportion of Republicans in leg-
islatures.  It is, in other words, the latest in a
long series of GOP measures to tinker with
the political system to try to build in Republi-
can majorities wherever they can.

The kinds of locales that would be most
impacted would include retirement commu-
nities with few children, towns heavy with
garden apartments that cater to young fami-
lies with children, towns with state prisons,
urban areas with lots of immigrants and coun-
ties along the Mexican border in Texas, Ari-
zona, New Mexico and California with lots
of non-citizens.

Many in the GOP see the new way of
counting as a positive boon for their party, as

is evidenced by the fact that Evenwel, the
voter behind the suit, is the GOP chairman in
Titus County, Texas.

The group that has been pressing the suit
is the Project on Fair Representation, a con-
servative organization that has brought other
noteworthy cases before the Supreme Court,
including the case that gutted a major part of
the Voting Rights Act and the one that chal-
lenged the use of affirmative action in col-
lege admissions.

But this suit is not some clever ploy en-
dorsed by everyone at GOP HQ.  The state
government of Texas, thoroughly controlled
by the GOP, fought the suit in the courts and
argued the issue of whom to count was the
business of the state and not the courts.

In fact, some critics see the conservatives
bringing the suit as hypocritical, noting that
the suit is asking the federal Supreme Court
to tell the states how they should draw their
legislative districts in violation of the states
rights principle.  Richard Hasen, a specialist
on election law at the University of Califor-
nia-Irvine law school, told The Associated
Press, “It is ironic that you have conserva-
tives going up against the State of Texas seek-
ing to get the Supreme Court to take away
more discretion from the states.”

While, the suit asks the Supreme Court
to order Texas to change the way its counts
population for legislative districts, the court
in this case could simply decide that it is up
to each state to decide whom to include in its
definition of population.  As a practical mat-
ter, that is where the issue now stands, since
the Supreme Court has never ruled on what

constitutes “population” for the purpose of
drawing district boundaries.

With regard to states like Texas, there is
concern that a practical effect of a change
would be to make it harder for Hispanics to
deploy their growing political power because
their communities would have less represen-
tation in state legislatures.

The suit was heard last November by a
three-judge panel of the Federal District Court
in Austin.  It dismissed the suit, saying, “The
Supreme Court has generally used total popu-
lation as the metric of comparison.”  But its
decision also noted that the Supreme Court
has never required any standard and thus the
choice lies with each state.

In 1964, the US Supreme Court handed
down a landmark decision in Reynolds v. Sims
that decreed legislative districts must be “as
near equal in population as possible.” That
ended the practice in many states where de-
clining rural regions hung onto power by pre-
venting urban areas from having full repre-
sentation.  In Alabama, where that suit origi-
nated, the state allotted one state senator to
each county, giving sparsely populated rural
counties disproportionate power.

In that decision, the court did not define
what “population” meant.  Several suits like
the current one have been brought before the
court in the last half-century.  But the court
never agreed to hear any of them.  So, the
decision to hear this one was startling.

The case, Evenwel v Abbott, 14-940, will
be heard in the court’s next term, which be-
gins in October, with a decision likely handed
down next year.

Scotus takes up one-vote, 1 1/2-voters case

NEW CASE — After centuries of drawing legislative districts by the
number of people in them, the Supreme Court will decide if maybe
they should be based on the number of eligible voters instead.


