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The new Blue Victory Dinner—formerly
Jefferson-Jackson—is coming up early this year, on
Saturday, April 16, a lot earlier than the usual June
date.

The featured speakers this year are Lt. Gov.
Ralph Northam, the sole declared Dem candidate
in next year’s gubernatorial election, and Rep. Don
Beyer, our congressman who is seeking re-election
to a second term this fall.

The dinner selection is a duo entree of braised
beef short ribs and pan-seared fish.  There is also a
vegan/vegetarian option.  There is no rubber chicken
at an Arlington J-J—errr, BVD.

But you need to get your tickets quickly.
There’s no time to waste.  Dial up
www.arlingtondemocrats.org/bvd.

There are all sorts of ticket prices, what with
full table offers and a VIP reception beforehand with
Northam and Beyer.  But the basic prices are $135
standard, $125 for Roosevelt Society members and
$100 for YDs.

The VIP reception starts at 6 pm, with dinner
to be served at 7 pm.  The event will be held, as it
has for many years, at the Westin Arlington Gateway
Hotel, located at 801 North Glebe.  That’s just north
of the intersection with Wilson Blvd.  Parking is avail-
able in the underground garage on Vermont Street,
which looks a bit like a colonial era alley accessible
from North Fairfax Drive.  And the Ballston Metro
Station is about a three-block walk away.

We have elections scheduled each month from
March through June.  Here’s a status update:

MARCH—The presidential primaries were
held March 1.  See a news story on the outcomes in
both parties on Page 6.

APRIL—A caucus to elect 70 delegates and
17 alternates to this summer’s Democratic National
Convention is scheduled for Monday, April 18.  If
exactly 87 people sign up to be delegates and alter-
nates, no caucus will be held.  But the deadline for
filing is not until April 11.  So stay tuned.  (A num-
ber of people who have signed up have also offered
to withdraw so there will only be 87 names on the

Interest in renaming the almost two-century-
old Jefferson-Jackson Dinner began early last year,
with people in many city and county parties across
the country  suggesting the name was not appropri-
ate for or reflective of the 21st Century Democratic
Party.  The Missouri State Democratic Party was
the first to rename the dinner
last summer.  It chose the
name Harry S Truman Dinner.

In Arlington, interest in
renaming the dinner swelled
and the Steering Committee
set up a committee to look for
a new name.  The only restric-
tion was that Steering decided
not to use any individuals’
names.

Some of the new dinner
names mulled by the commit-
tee included Democratic
Voices Dinner, The Democratic Dinner and Arling-
ton Voices Democratic Dinner.  The committee
eventually voted unanimously for Blue Victory Din-
ner and the February ACDC meeting adopted that
selection.

The committee members included Gordon
Simonett, Steve Baker, Virginia Robinson, Dave
Leichtman, Jessica Schwartz Hahn, Laura Saul
Edwards, Courtney Hill, Thomas Ingold, Kim
Phillip, Jennifer Bodie and Kip Malinosky.

ballot and no caucus required.  This has happened
every four years for the last quarter-century, enabling
a lot of quadrennial caucuses to be canceled.)

MAY—The caucus to endorse two candidates
for the fall School Board election will be held May
19 and 21.  The four candidates running all have
messages in this month’s issue of The Voice.  Please
read them on Pages 8 and 9.

JUNE—There will be a primary Tuesday, June
14, to nominate the Democratic candidate for County
Board between incumbent Libby Garvey and chal-
lenger Erik Gutshall.  The Voice will carry mes-
sages from them in next month’s issue.

Blue Victory Dinner this month
succeeds Jefferson-Jackson
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Democrats are not as divided as our pri-
mary season often makes it seem. Secretary
Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders
agree about the major issues facing our world:
extreme inequality and stagnant wages, the
threat of climate change, and the importance
of welcoming rather than threatening to de-
port immigrants.

Democrats will build and expand upon
the achievements of Barack Obama’s remark-
able presidency and not take us a century
backward. The message for Democrats, re-
gardless of our nominee, is clear: we will raise
your wages, fight climate change, welcome
immigrants, respect women and ensure equal-
ity for all.

One reason our politics have recently
been consumed by anger is certainly linked
to stagnating wages. David Maraniss and
Robert Samuels, in a great piece of reporting
in The Washington Post, paint an intimate
portrait of how anger is defining the 2016 race.
They write, “What were the causes and con-
nections of the anger? Was it all real, or an-
other inflated concept in this year of uncom-
mon hype?”

Dems united on wages, climate, immigration
A recent article by Vox demonstrates the

degree to which poor, middle and even high
income Americans have faced rising costs and
flat or declining incomes. Our Democratic
candidates have called for raising the mini-
mum wage to at least $12 hour, supporting
stronger overtime pay requirements and  fight-
ing to protect and expand unions. While Re-
publican candidates, despite their rhetoric,
offer nothing but tax cuts for the wealthiest
and deregulation, the policies that caused the
mess in the first place.

Democratic agreement doesn’t stop with
plans to help raise wages, but also with plans
to continue the renewable energy revolution
that President Obama helped initiate. While
Clinton and Sanders definitely have their dif-
ferences, they are united on taking action to
slow the peril of global warming. They sup-
port President Obama’s clean power plan.
They support additional ambitious invest-
ments in clean energy. And they both oppose
the Keystone pipeline.

Of course, the Republican field takes the
opposite approach. Only Governor John
Kasich admits climate change is a problem;

both Senator Ted Cruz and Donald Trump
deny climate change is happening. For those
who are worried (an increasing group) about
prolonged droughts, wildfires and more fre-
quent floods, Democrats have answers and
Republicans have dismissals and denials.

Many Republicans and Democrats used
to agree that comprehensive immigration re-
form was good for the country and the
economy and the right thing to do. The Re-
publican Party, in a striking moment of hon-
esty and decency, reported in 2013 that pass-
ing comprehensive immigration reform would
be necessary to reviving its electoral fortunes.
However, it didn’t take long before Cruz and
other congressional Republicans moved to
block any consideration of such a bill. Demo-
crats, led by President Obama, have repeat-
edly called for passing comprehensive immi-
gration reform only to be stonewalled by con-
gressional Republicans.

Now the Republican presidential field is
led by two candidates trying to outdo one an-
other in their support for building a massive
wall and deporting undocumented immi-
grants. Both Clinton and Sanders have stated
they will not deport children and will aim to
pass comprehensive immigration reform (a
position supported by the vast majority of
Americans).

Of course, the Democratic primary sea-
son is not over, and there are many differences
between Clinton and Sanders, but voters
should also remember there’s a reason when
they served in the Senate together that they
voted the same way more than 90 percent of
the time.

A future column, will explore their sup-
port for women’s health and equality. For now,
it should be abundantly clear that Democrats
are united in solving big problems, whereas
Trump and Cruz can only agree on larger tax
cuts, climate denial and ramped up xenopho-
bia.

There will be a crowd at this month’s
Second Saturday breakfast as all four candi-
dates seeking the Democratic endorsement for
the two School Board seats up this year speak
between munching.

The breakfast starts promptly at 8:30 am
in the Busboys and Poets restaurant in
Shirlington on Saturday, April 9.

School Board candidates
at 2nd Sat Breakfast
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, April 6, 7 p.m.

Poster of the month

BIG meeting this month as we will have two major events

on the program.  We will have a debate between the four

candidates seeking the Democratic endorsement for the

two School Board seats.  And we will have the annual

“Report from Richmond,” with members of the Arlington

delegation to the General Assembly summarizing the ac-

complishments, and lack thereof, of the latest legislative

session.  This is always one of our most popular programs.

Roosevelt Society reception at 6 p.m. before the meeting.

According to much of the news cover-
age, Hillary Clinton committed the gaffe of
the year March 13 when she told a town hall
meeting in Ohio, “We’re going to put a lot of
coal miners and coal companies out of busi-
ness.”

That was a classic case of taking a re-
mark out of context.  Her comments were all
about protecting coal miners from job losses.
Here’s the whole quote:

“I’m the only candidate [who] has a
policy about how to bring economic oppor-
tunity using clean, renewable energy as the
key into coal country because we’re going to
put a lot of coal miners and coal companies
out of business. Right, Tim? And we’re go-
ing to make it clear that we don’t want to for-
get those people.

“People labored in those mines for gen-
erations, losing their health, often losing their
lives to turn on our lights and power our fac-
tories. Now we’ve got to move away from
coal and all the other fossil fuels. But I don’t
want to move away from the people who did
the best they could to produce the energy that
we relied on.”

A Republican administration might not
have policies to promote the shift away from
coal, but that shift is happening anyway.  The
only issue is the speed of that shift.

American utilities are converting to natu-
ral gas and other fuels – and those new plants
set fuel sources in place for decades.

Globally, coal consumption is also de-
clining, which means less demand for Ameri-
can coal. Last year, even China – which burns
more coal than anyone else – cut its imports
by 30 percent.   The GOP can’t change that.

Clinton coal gaffe wasn’t

Arl population
is booming
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Fairlington Community Center
3308 South Stafford St.

We are now halfway between decennial
censuses and Arlington’s population has risen
a substantial, but not earth shattering, 10.4
percent in the last five years.

The official estimate for Arlington’s
population as of July 1, 2015, stood at
229,164, up from 207,627 way back in the
2010 Census.

Arlington is the ninth largest of
Virginia’s 133 cities and counties.  The big-
gest jurisdiction by far is neighboring Fairfax
County with 1,142,234 residents.  The others
larger than Arlington are Virginia Beach
(452,745), Prince William County (451,721),
Loudoun County (375,629), Chesterfield
County (335,687), Henrico County (325,155),
which are both in the Richmond suburbs,
Norfolk (246,393) and Chesapeake (235,429),
both of which are in Hampton Roads.

The 100 fastest growing communities
across the country with more than 10,000
people include five Virginia jurisdictions:
15th Loudoun 20.3%
22th Fredericksburg 17.0%
50th Falls Church 13.0%
64th Prince William 12.4%
100th New Kent County 10.6%

Arlington, with 10.4 percent growth, just
misses out on the top 100 in the country.  There
are just over 3,000 counties in the United
States.
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Trekking southward:   Madi Green, co-listener for Donkey Ears, is AWOL this
month as she is traveling around Cape Horn, where she was photographed
kissing the Big Toe of the statue of a Tehuelche Indian seated beneath
Ferdinand Magellan in Punta Arenas, Argentina.  This is supposed to assure
that one will return some day.  We hope so.

Working for a majority:   Keeping it all in Arlington, the leadership of the
Democratic Caucus in the House of Delegates has decided to name Del. Rip
Sullivan to succeed Del. Alfonso Lopez as the caucus campaign chair.  Lopez
was earlier promoted from campaign chair to Democratic whip.  Sullivan and
Lopez come from adjoining districts.  Sullivan will have his work cut out for
him as Republicans control 66 of the 100 seats in the House of Delegates,
courtesy of their ability to control the map-drawing process in 2011 after the
2010 census.  Rip’s task is to find and recruit solid candidates to run in those
districts that remain competitive.

Recuperating:   Janet Spence, who helps keep all of ACDC’s contribution
records straight so no one goes to jail, fell and broke her right arm recently.
After hospitalization, she has been moved to the Mount Vernon Rehabilitation
Center.  One can get pretty lonely there and friends have asked Dems to send
her cards; no contributions required!  She can be reached at Janet Spence,
Mount Vernon Rehab Center, 8111 Tis Well Drive #222, Alexandria VA 22306.
(That’s a great street name for a rehab center!)

New name for law school:   You may have heard by now that the George Mason
School of Law is being renamed the Antonin Scalia School of Law at George
Mason University.  This came about after the Charles Koch Foundation gave
the university $10 million and an anonymous donor gave $20 million, the
largest donation in the university’s history.  This means the school will now
pair the name of a man who helped write the Constitution but refused to
support it as he thought it was a poor job with that of a man who argued the
Constitution must be interpreted just the way the original writers wrote it.
Topic for late night discussion:  What would George Mason have thought of
Antonin Scalia?

Back on the campaign trail:   You may recall Joe Morrissey, the Virginia delegate
who brought a certain odor to the chamber when he fathered a child with a
minor. He was found guilty of contributing to the delinquency of a minor.  Joe,
58, is no longer in the House of Delegates.  But he has now announced his
candidacy for mayor of Richmond.  Five others are also running.  Incidentally,
Joe has now had a second child by the same young woman, to whom he is now
engaged.

Get a sugar high:   Former Del. Rob Krupicka has opened his second Sugar
Shack.  The first was in Alexandria.  This new one is on the Pike in Arlington,
at the corner of Glebe and Columbia Pike.  His business did so well, but
consumed so much time, that he didn’t run for re-election last year.  Now he’s
promoting his birthday donut, a supersized donut to replace the birthday
cake—two sizes and endless flavor combinations.

Sticking with the old ways:   Just in case you missed this, a State Senate commit-
tee killed a bill to kill the state law against adultery.  It’s only a misdemeanor,
however, carrying a $250 fine and there’s rarely even one conviction a year.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has vetoed a bill
that would require someone registering to vote
in Virginia to declare they are at least 18 years
old twice on the application form.

The form in use requires would-be vot-
ers to give their date of birth at one point on
the form and then to check a box further down
affirming that they will be at least 18 on Elec-
tion Day.

Election officials last summer told the
General Assembly they felt it was only nec-
essary for one of those parts to be completed
and viewed the other as superfluous.

The same held for double questions on
felony convictions and citizenship.  If the ap-
plicant covered it one place, state election
officials didn’t feel the applicants should be
disqualified for not covering it a second time
on another line.

The General Assembly felt otherwise.
Voting largely on party lines, it enacted legis-
lation requiring that registrars toss out any ap-
plication where any question has gone unan-
swered.

McAuliffe’s veto message said, “We
should be seeking ways to make it easier for
qualified Virginians to participate in elections,
not disenfranchising them over technicali-
ties.”

He also pointedly noted that the US Vot-
ing Rights Act “expressly prohibits denying
applications for omissions that are not mate-
rial to determining voter eligibility.”

Someone who wishes to lie on the form
would presumably not be averse to lying
twice.  Perhaps more to the point, the Depart-
ment of Elections gets monthly reports on
felony convictions and on people judged men-
tally incapacitated so they can be removed
from the voting rolls, regardless of what they
checked on the registration form.

The bill passed the House 64-31, more
than the two-thirds required to override a veto.
But it passed the Senate only by 22-18, far
short of the margin required to overturn
McAuliffe’s veto.

The General Assembly bill was only the
latest in a nationwide effort by the GOP to
impose impediments to voting in an effort
to hold down the size of the voting popula-
tion.

McAuliffe
vetoes vote
restriction



ACDC Voice, April 2016, Page 5

ACDC lost a much-loved member of the
Democratic family when Tiffany Joslyn died
March 5 in a motor vehicle accident in Rhode
Island.  She was 33.

Tiffany died along with her brother, Der-
rick, 28, when the car in which they were
riding was struck by another vehicle.  The
Joslyn car was being driven in the far left lane
by Derrick’s wife when another vehicle
shifted lanes and struck the Joslyn vehicle,
flipping it over the lane divide barrier and into
oncoming traffic where the car was struck
again by an oncoming van.  Tiffany’s cat, Ella,
also suffered major injuries in the accident,
but has been recovering thanks to donations
raised by Tiffany’s network of friends through
www.gofundme.com/ellajoslyn.

Tiffany’s sister-in-law, the driver and
passenger in the van and the passenger in the
car that shifted lanes were all hospitalized with
non-life threatening injuries.  The driver of
the car that started the incident was not ap-
parently injured.

The Arlington delegation to the General
Assembly introduced a resolution celebrating
Tiffany’s life three days after her passing and
it passed both chambers March 10.

Tiffany became chair of Arlington Young
Democrats LGBT Caucus in 2009 and has
served on the ACDC Steering Committee. In
2010, she managed Sally Baird’s School
Board Campaign. She was an invaluable vol-
unteer and organizer on congressional, House
of Delegates, and County Board campaigns.

Tiffany served as statewide president of
the Virginia Partisans Gay and Lesbian Demo-
cratic Club and PAC and helped transition it
to the Democratic Party of Virginia LGBT
Democratic Caucus. Her work was recognized
on the national level when she was appointed
National CoChair of the 2010 National Stone-
wall Democrats Convention.

She was a graduate of East Bridgewater,
Mass., High School, Class of 2000, Clark
University in Worcester, Mass., with High
Honors in 2004, and George Washington Law
School in Washington, DC. with Honors in
2007. She was admitted to the Bar of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island in 2008.

She served as a law clerk to the Honor-
able John Fisher of the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals. She worked for the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, the
Appellate Division of the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, and the Spriggs and Hollingsworth law
firm. Tiffany was counsel on white collar
crime policy at the National Association of

Criminal Defense Lawyers
from 2008 to 2015. She be-
came a deputy chief counsel
for the House Judiciary
Crime Subcommittee just
last May, a position she con-
sidered her dream job.

C o n g r e s s w o m a n
Sheila Jackson Lee recog-
nized Tiffany on the floor of
the House, citing “the great
respect that Tiffany has gar-
nered all throughout the
Washington community and
beyond. She was a brilliant
writer.... Republicans and
Democrats loved her well
and she had the kind of
spirit, generosity, and eager-
ness to get the job done that
everyone loved. She had a
passion to help the most vul-
nerable, those who were
caught in the criminal justice
system unfairly, and those
who deserved restoration
and rehabilitation.  And to-
gether we were on a journey
to find a way to reform the criminal justice
system.”

Tiffany furthered her civic knowledge in
Virginia as a member of the Sorensen
Institute’s 2011 Political Leaders Program.
She volunteered in numerous public service
roles, including president of the Arlington Gay
and Lesbian Alliance and a member of the
Arlington County Human Rights Commis-

sion.
Her friends remember her as a passion-

ate and caring person, devoted to equality and
justice both professionally and personally. She
was a supportive friend, a warm hostess, and
loved bringing together all her friends and col-
leagues for parties, crafting and game nights.
She will be greatly missed by everyone whose
lives she touched.

TIFFANY JOSLYN
1982-2016

Tiffany Joslyn killed in car accident in RI
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The March 1 presidential primaries in
Virginia gave Hillary Clinton a big majority
and Donald Trump a narrow plurality—but
what most vote-watchers noticed was the
record-setting numbers voting in the Repub-
lican primary.

Many Republicans took that as a sign of
a major shift to the GOP, which they said
bodes well for the party in the fall.

But some portion of those voting in the
Republican primary were people with a record
of usually voting Democratic.  Some said
publicly that they voted against Donald Trump
in an effort to stop him and would be voting
Democratic in November regardless of whom
the two major parties nominated.  Others may
well have voted for Trump in an effort to
saddle the GOP with a candidate most likely
to go down to defeat.

Statewide, 1,025,452 Virginians voted in
the GOP primary.  That was almost quadruple
the 265,580 who voted in the 2012 GOP pri-
mary, though by that time Mitt Romney  had
clearly wrapped up the nomination.  But it
was more than double the turnout of 489,252
in 2008.  This year’s GOP vote was also 4
percent higher than the 986,203 Virginians
who voted in the Democratic primary in 2008
with the hot contest between Hillary Clinton
and Barack Obama.

On the Democratic side, 784,676 Demo-
crats cast ballots this year.  That was the third
largest primary turnout in Virginia history,
exceeded only by the 2008 Democratic turn-
out and this year’s GOP turnout.  It was nearly
double the 2004 Democratic turnout.

In Arlington, so many voted GOP that
many precincts ran out of ballots.  Registrar
Linda Lindberg said “several thousand” GOP
voters were given photocopied ballots because
of the unexpected 27,000 voters who asked
for Republican ballots.

Carrie Johnson, who monitors the vot-
ing rolls for ACDC, estimated that 5,500 to
6,000 of the GOP voters in Arlington normally
vote Democratic, based on previous prima-
ries.

While no one knows what candidate a
person votes for, it is a matter of public record
in Virginia who votes in Republican prima-
ries and who votes in Democratic primaries.

Some were up front about the reason for
their shift.  Liz Odar emailed The Washing-
ton Post, “Lifelong Democrat here and I cast
my first vote for a Republican yesterday in
the VA primary.  I decided my vote was better
used as a vote against Trump.”

And Dave Kennedy, director of a non-

profit association, told the Post he voted for
John Kasich though he normally votes Demo-
cratic.  “It’s the best use of my vote, to stir up
the pot on the Republican side,” he said.

The Arlington Democratic breakdown
was close to the statewide breakdown:

Arl State
Clinton 66.9% 64.3%
Sanders 32.8% 35.2%
O’Malley   0.4%   0.5%
Former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley had
already withdrawn from the race, but his name
was still on the ballot.

On the GOP side, it was a starkly dif-
ferent picture.

Arl State
Trump 16.8% 34.8%
Rubio 49.7% 32.0%
Kasich 22.6%   9.4%
Cruz   7.8% 16.7%
Statewide, Trump and Cruz took more than
half the vote, while in Arlington they did
not even reach a quarter.  (The totals fall
short of 100 percent because there were 13
candidates on the GOP ballot, though all but

those listed above had already withdrawn
from the race.)

While the big surge in Arlington was
likely anti-Trump, that wasn’t the uniform
story across the commonwealth.  The big-
gest vote surges—running from 150 percent
to 250 percent—were in five counties—
Buchanan, Russell, Tazewell, Dickenson and
Giles—that are located in the southwestern
coal country.  And Trump did best in that
corner of the state.  That’s not startling.  Coal
country is the most economically depressed
part of the state.  And it is in poor areas that
Trump has done best all across the country.
He is drawing support from people who
haven’t voted before.

Still, many analysts aren’t impressed.
The Roanoke Times came up with this
putdown:  “Trump’s 34.8 percent of the vote
is the lowest percentage of any winning can-
didate ever in a Virginia Republican primary.
In 2000, 2008 and 2012, even the second-
place candidates polled a higher percentage.
Trump is winning right now only because his
opponents are divided.”

Politifact has gone after Donald Trump yet again, this
time ruling that his claim that his Virginia wine operation is
“the largest winery on the East Coast” is just some more ho-
kum.

Politifact Virginia said Trump was more than a little bit
confused.  In a news conference at the Trump Winery near
Charlottesville, he said he owns the winery “100 percent.”
But the winery’s website says Trump doesn’t own the winery.

As for the claim that it is “the largest winery on the East
Coast,” Politifact says public records show it has 200 acres
planted in vines and produces about 36,000 cases of wine a
year.

But Politifact said two wineries
in Virginia produce 60,000 cases a
year and others on the East Coast
produce as much as 390,000.  It also
found multiple wineries with more
than 200 acres under vine, the indus-
try term.

“We rate Trump’s statement
false,” Politifact said.

Maybe it was too tough.  Perhaps
The Donald had just been consum-
ing a few too many of the cases he
owns 100 percent.

Politifact says Trump even
gets his wine stats garbled

Republican primary drew record turnout



ACDC Voice, April 2016, Page 7

Virginia’s traditional Shad Planking, a
political rite of dubious distinction in the com-
monwealth, is being updated for the 21st Cen-
tury—though it will still have plenty of greasy
shad cooking over an open fire while nailed
to a plank.

Started in 1948, it has traditionally
drawn political practitioners from much of
the state who have had an interest in meet-
ing and greeting and discussing or promot-
ing candidates for major office.  The Social-
ist Republic of Arlington was not tradition-
ally well-represented in what was a white,
male conservative stronghold.  But, like the
commonwealth as a whole, Shad Planking
has become more ecumenical in recent years
and no Arlingtonian is known to have been
tarred or feathered recently.

It’s even got a new name this year—
The Shad Planking and Grapes and Grain
Festival, reflecting the addition of wine and
whiskey this year to join the traditional cold
beer.

It will be held on Friday, April 22, from
noon to 7 pm.

Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 at the
gate and include food, alcohol, and a concert

by the Richmond country band Jackson Ward.
Or, as the website says, what you get for your
money is “a tasting glass for samples from
Virginia’s best wineries and distilleries, live
music, political speeches, arts, crafts, social
causes, outreach programs, a taste of our fa-
mous smoked Shad and Shad roe, and
Virginia’s best and brightest citizens.”  That
wasn’t the way it was in 1948.

Full details are available at
www.shadplanking.com.

The event has been sponsored for 68
years by the Wakefield Ruritan Club and is
held at 12205 Brittles Mill Road in Wakefield,
population 900, about 50 miles southeast of
Richmond. If you reach the Dismal Swamp,
you’ve gone too far.

The Shad Planking has attracted as many
as 4,000 people in some years.

The Daily Press in Hampton Roads re-
ports that the Wakefield Ruritans even hired
a marketing firm to help reinvigorate an event
that many felt was falling off, becoming a
nearly all-white, heavily Republican event
with more place in political history than cur-
rent-day relevance.

“It is an entirely transitioned, reformat-

ted event for this year,” said Chris Simms,
chairman of the Shad Planking committee.

Politicians will be there as in all past
years to shake hands and say they really, truly
like the taste of the shad. And the organizers
have said there will be lots of other food, just
in case the shad turns you off.

Former Gov. Jim Gilmore, who aban-
doned a presidential run earlier this year,
will speak. So will candidates for the 2017
lieutenant governor’s race, the attorney
general’s race and this year’s run for the 4th
Congressional District.  Both state
Sen. Donald McEachin and Chesapeake
City Councilwoman Ella Ward, Democrats
running in the 4th, are slated to speak.

Their appearances could help bring out
more Democrats. Both candidates are black,
and heading into a festival that has typically
seen a Confederate flag or two (or more) waft-
ing in the breeze.

Asked if the atmosphere ever made her
uncomfortable, Ward told the Daily Press
she’s used to being the only minority in a
room. She said it seems to her that the festi-
val is trying hard to change its image.

Women have been coming for some
years to what
started out as an all-
male event, but
Ward said she may
be among the first
female speakers.

M a r t h a
Boneta, a one-time
D.C. lobbyist who
now runs a farm in
Paris (Virginia, not
France), will emcee
the event. She’s be-
come something of
a property-rights
hero for pushing
back against zoning
laws and easements
on her farm, and
she’s a regular in
Republican Party
politics.

Boneta said or-
ganizers told her
she’ll be the first
woman to emcee
and that the plan-
ning board voted
for her unani-
mously.

The times they
are achangin’.

COME AND GET IT — The shad are slowly roasting on the planks laid on either
side of the fire at the annual Shad Planking in Wakefield, Virginia.

Shad Planking updates to 21st Century
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Chaz
Crismon

Michael
Shea

Arlington schools with burgeoning en-
rollment numbers lack space to accommodate
teachers and their students. I do not want to
see kids herded into more alcoves or closets.
My broader concerns are for the protection
of special needs students and for the support
of powerless teachers.

The current School Board has maintained
excellent schools and has responded to the spe-
cial needs of students. However,
our good teachers will leave the system if we
do not counsel with them, build trust and ad-
equately support them. Luckily, we do not have
the shortage of Special Ed and ESOL teachers
that other counties do, because everyone wants
to live here! Since we get the best teachers, we
need to treat them like they are the best. If I am
elected to the School Board, my Rule #1 will
be: Listen to Teachers.

The School Board will benefit from my

I am running for School Board to help
ensure that our high quality public schools
continue to benefit our community in the fu-
ture.  As our son approaches the end of his
journey through Arlington Public Schools, I
feel an urgency to support the schools for the
next generation of students just starting their
academic lives.

My campaign is emphasizing my sup-
port for problem-based learning and the new
Arlington Tech program, for open data in the
schools, and for new designs in our buildings
and renovations.  My support for Arlington
Tech is part of a broader advocacy for teach-
ing styles that match with individual learning
styles.  We need to build on the strengths of
each individual student, enabling them to be
become both career and college ready.  Open
data policies are an opportunity for APS to
better engage with the community and facili-

energy and motivation. I have real “skin in
the game.” My son is in elementary school
and is a special needs student. I
have taught English to Speakers of Other
Languages. While I have little prior experi-
ence in political party activism or PTA lead-
ership, I believe a relative outsider can help
the board think creatively. I
have volunteered extensively at my son’s
school and getting his teachers what they
need: more TIME. I have sharpened pencils,
made photocopies, and located resources they
had no time to find. We need to ensure that
our wonderful teachers are fully supported and
rewarded for their leadership roles in our com-
munity. I cringe when I see others ask teach-
ers for assistance to run pet projects. Let teach-
ers teach or go home to recharge and be with
their families.

I believe instruction in our schools
should focus more on developing 21st cen-
tury skills of communication, collaboration,
critical thinking, and creativity. We must move
well beyond lecture and memorization for our
students to be able to compete in the global
economy. Our county’s schools are a little
behind when it comes to employing online

technologies. While getting my MBA at
Thunderbird, I assisted in the online delivery
of high quality courses to students across Latin
America. We must adapt to new technologies
or we will be left behind.

If you are anxious to have a friend on
the board who knows how to listen to your
needs and advocate for them, then support
Chaz D. Crismon for School Board. Visit
crismons.com to view an introductory video,
donate, or buy a t-shirt!

tate evidence-based decisions on curriculum,
transportation, and facilities.  New designs
mean that we should be thinking outside the
box and coming up with innovative ways to
use space.  We cannot always build quickly
enough to meet a rising tide of enrollment,
but we can creatively and collaboratively
solve problems at a faster rate.

So far in this campaign, I have knocked
on hundreds of doors all around the County.
I am hearing about a lot of positive experi-
ences from APS families, and that is consis-
tent with my own family’s experience.  But I
am also hearing from teachers who limit class
assignments because their science room is not
fully equipped, from parents of special needs
students who are not convinced that APS is
choosing the best curriculum for their child,
and from parents who are concerned about
traffic that threatens safety on their child’s
walk to school.  I am asking for your vote so
that I can help be a voice for families whose
experience is not reflected in the measures that
show APS success.

I am currently on the Fiscal Affairs Ad-
visory Commission for Arlington County, the
chair of the Budget Advisory Council for Ar-

lington Public Schools, the co-chair of the Ca-
reer, Technical, and Adult Education Advisory
Committee, and a member of the Long Bridge
Park Advisory Committee.  I have seen the
sometimes strained confluence of different
community needs.  I am asking for your vote
in the Caucus so that I can contribute that
broad perspective to the School Board.
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Tannia
Talento

Nancy
Van Doren

I am running for our School Board be-
cause I believe that Arlington Public Schools
has the ability to ensure a quality education
to every student. As a first generation Ameri-
can to parents from Guatemala, education,
family and hard work are values I live by.
During high school, my mom became ill and
I had to take on greater responsibility at home.

I worked a part-time job and helped to
care for my family while taking a challeng-
ing course load. My senior year my mom was
unable to work; my grades slipped and I real-
ized that I was not going to graduate on time.
I went to my counselor for help, but was re-
buffed. I was desperate; I turned to the phone
book and called the Board of Education. I dis-
covered I only had one option to get my high
school diploma: withdraw from school and
enroll in an alternative program. On my 18th

birthday I withdrew myself from school and

I am seeking re-election to the Arling-
ton School Board and I am asking for your
endorsement during the School Board Cau-
cus in May.

Since joining the School Board in Sep-
tember 2014, I have successfully brought
more family and community voices to the
table as the Board works to ensure APS main-
tains the highest educational standards while
expanding capacity for its growing student
population.

Last summer, my Board colleagues
elected me to serve as Vice Chair. In this lead-
ership role, I’ve maintained my focus on in-
struction and educational excellence.  My pri-
mary goal is to prepare every student to be
successful in our 21st century economy. To this
end, I have ensured an increase in specialized
interventions for struggling readers, expanded
opportunities for students with disabilities to

registered for the alternative program. I earned
my high school diploma later that year in
August. Shortly after I graduated, I moved to
Crystal City and got a full time job while at-
tending NOVA at night. When I was 19, my
mother passed away and I eventually became
the caregiver for my younger brother and my
advocacy work evolved beyond pushing for
my own education to working for the success
of others.

When the opportunity came about I got
actively involved in our schools. I used my
experiences in advocating for my education
and the education of others to work for equal
access to quality education for every student.
I have spent the last 5 years pushing for im-
provements in our ELL instruction, discuss-
ing solutions for our capacity issues, and ad-
vocating for programs that help close our
achievement gap. I now look to use my expe-
rience on the ESOL/HILT CAC, Advisory
Council of Instruction, and the Facilities Study
Committee among others to represent every
community in Arlington on the Board.

It is important to ensure we give a voice
to every student, regardless of their back-
ground, economic status, gender, race or

ethnicity.  By thinking of every student in our
community while making our policy decisions,
I know each one of our students will reach their
full potential. We have the resources to address
major issues in our schools, including a lack
of mental health education and services, the
effect demographics play on student achieve-
ment, and how we provide a seat to every child.
I look forward to working towards these goals
and more, once elected. I hope I can count on
your vote on May 19 and 21.

succeed alongside non-disabled peers, en-
sured high expectations for English language
learners, and supported the expansion of for-
eign language classes at all elementary
schools. I continue to support APS’ digital
learning initiative, which provides all students
with access to technology to strengthen their
learning. I fully support the launch of Arling-
ton Tech, an exciting new STEM-centered
high school program that includes hands-on
learning, industry credentialing, and dual en-
rollment classes for college credit.

To meet APS’ growing capacity needs, I
supported the internal renovation project at
Washington-Lee High School that added 300
seats. I will support similar projects at
Wakefield and Yorktown High Schools.  I voted
for additions and renovations at Stratford,
Abingdon and McKinley Schools as well as
for a new secondary school in Rosslyn and el-
ementary school in South Arlington to be built
and opened by fall 2019. I served as the School
Board liaison to the APS/County Community
Facilities Study, which developed recommen-
dations to better coordinate County and School
facility resources. I strongly support funding
in APS’ 2016 Capital Improvement Plan to

complete current projects on time and within
budget.  I also will advocate for allocating funds
to increase high school and elementary school
capacity as soon as possible, so APS can meet
the needs of what will be a 30,000-student
school system by 2022.

Going forward, my priorities remain
clear: build a strong infrastructure to meet
the needs of our expanding school system
while maintaining a keen focus on educational
excellence for all our students.


