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The Democratic Caucus to endorse TWO can-
didates for the School Board will be held over TWO
days at mid-month.

Four candidates are running for the two seats.
They all have messages in this month’s Voice that
you can see on Pages 8 and 9.

Here are the times and locales for the voting:
Thursday, May 19

7p-9p
Drew Model School
3500 South 23rd Street

Saturday, May 21
11a-7p
Washington-Lee High School
1301 North Stafford Street

Voters will find lots of parking around both sites.

As the national Democratic primary season
rapidly comes to a close and we hopefully confirm
our presidential nominee soon, the Arlington County
Joint Campaign team is already looking toward the
fall activities.

One of the major focuses of our preparations
are for the upcoming Gold Card events. Arlington
Democrats and friends who purchase a Gold Card
receive entry into three stellar events: the Labor Day
Chili Cook-Off, Honoring a Senior Democrat, and
the Golden Gala.

The Chili Cook-Off will be on Monday, Sep-
tember 5, at the (newly renovated) Lyon Park Com-

And there will be arrangements for the disabled and
aged to vote at curbside without leaving their ve-
hicles.

There is usually a long line at the start of vot-
ing Thursday nights, but that line generally ends by
8 p.m., so voters may wish to come after 8 p.m.

Before casting a ballot, voters will be asked to
sign a pledge, which is explained in an article on
Page 5 of this month’s Voice.

There will be yet another opportunity to vote
just four weeks later on Tuesday, June 14, which is
both Flag Day and primary day in Virginia, when
Arlington Democrats will choose their nominee for
County Board between incumbent Libby Garvey
and challenger Erik Gutshall.  Messages from both
of them will be found on Page 7 this month.

munity Center. Honoring a Senior Democrat will
likely be in late September (venue and honoree still
to be determined) and the Golden Gala will be in
early October (venue to be determined).

We are looking for a few great volunteers to
co-chair one of these events. If you are interested in
co-chairing, please email Joint Campaign Co-Chair
Maggie Davis at  margaret.d.davis@gmail.com.

Gold Cards will go on sale later this summer
and we look forward to seeing all of you at Gold
Card events this fall!

Your Joint Campaign Team,
Barbara Kanninen, Kim Phillip, and Maggie Davis

School Board Caucus up

Gold Card plans already together

Yes, indeedy, we killed one Caucus
The April 18 presidential caucus was canceled

one week before it was due to be held when the num-
ber of Arlington Dems signing up to be delegates or
alternates to the 8th District and state Democratic con-
ventions this spring was the same as the number of
delegates and alternates Arlington can elect.

A modest sleight of hand was required to avoid
the expense and volunteer time needed to hold a
caucus.  There were a few more people signing up
than there were seats.  But a number of Dem activ-
ists voluntarily withdrew to allow the number of
slots to be aligned with the number of volunteers.
Some people who signed up to be delegates also
agreed to shift to alternates.

Remarkably, this same process has prevailed

for three decades in Arlington, saving much time
and effort by canceling the need for such a caucus
every four years.

As a result, ACDC has now elected 47 del-
egates and 11 alternates pledged to support Hillary
Clinton and 23 delegates and six alternates pledged
to support Bernie Sanders, numbers in proportion
to the way Arlington Democrats voted in the March
1 presidential primary.

These delegates and alternates will now attend
the 8th Congressional District convention May 14
and the State Democratic Convention June 18, which
bodies will elect the delegates who will attend the
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia
July 25-28.
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Blue Victory Din-
ner.  Learn about
  them on Page 6.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

As President Obama’s administration
comes to a close, it is already clear that he is
a president for the ages—averting another
great depression, giving 20 million Americans
health care, jump starting a renewable energy
revolution, ending Iran’s nuclear weapons
program and renewing relations with Cuba.
Of course, all is not rosy.  Alas, the strength
of the Republican Party has been an Achilles
heel through much of the last seven years. It
has hampered Obama’s ability to raise the
minimum wage, pass comprehensive immi-
gration reform and end mass incarceration.
What happened?

First, the numbers—and they are ugly.
According to Vox, Democratic losses since
Obama became president are as follows: 68
US House members, 11 Senators, 11 Gover-
nors, and control of 16 state legislatures. This
is the worst we have fared since the Truman
era. Now it is not all or even mostly Obama’s
fault: there is a natural swing of the pendu-
lum, 2006 & 2008 were both Democratic
wave years, and the Republican base is older,
wealthier and whiter—all factors making it
more likely their people will vote. But there

can be no mistake that Republicans took full
advantage of their opportunities, while Demo-
crats were caught off guard.

In early 2009, Republicans ignored the
mandate of President Obama’s historic elec-
tion and his repeated calls for unity to work
on the largest recession since the great depres-
sion. Instead, they focused on unprecedented,
extreme and systematic congressional ob-
struction. As in governing, so it was in cam-
paigning. David Daley, in a fascinating article
in New York magazine, investigates how Re-
publican operatives, including failed Sen-
ate Candidate Ed Gillespie, created REDMAP
PAC to funnel tens of millions dollars into
state representative races to flip state legisla-
tures. This was just in time for redistricting
in 2011, where Republicans could redraw the
maps to lock in partisan advantage through
gerrymandering. The Democratic response
was far too little too late and often unfocused.
Organizing for America, the successor to
Obama for America, was focused primarily
on issue advocacy rather than electing Demo-
cratic candidates.

These U.S. House redistricting plans

were so devastatingly effective that in 2012,
despite President Obama winning by 5 mil-
lion votes and US House Democrats getting
1.4 million more votes than Republicans, they
retained a 33-seat majority. And Republican
state legislatures continue to try to entrench
their gains by passing voting restrictions in
16 states making it harder for Democratic-
leaning groups to vote. Democrats have to
fight back and Virginia is leading the way.

The Democratic Party of Virginia filed
two lawsuits against illegal racial gerryman-
dering and won the US House case, but lost a
similar case challenging redistricting in the
Virginia General Assembly. The option of a
legal challenge remains a powerful tool, but
the outcome usually depends on which presi-
dent appointed the majority of judges hear-
ing the case.  And Governor McAuliffe just
took a historic executive action to restore the
right to vote to more than 200,000 former fel-
ons who have served their time, thereby ex-
panding the potential electorate.

The most important step, however, is not
to mirror Republican efforts with another
PAC, but rather dedicated efforts to rebuild
state and local Democratic parties across the
country. Strong political parties ensure that
robust efforts are being made to recruit can-
didates for every level of government. Par-
ties ensure our candidates help each other
from the schoolhouse to the White House.
And, especially in Arlington, we know the
best thing we can to do to help Democrats
win at this time is to register voters. Let’s get
to work.

The need to elect Dems at every level

The Second Saturday Breakfast will be
held on the first Saturday this month with
County Board candidates Libby Garvey and
Erik Gutshall as the featured guests.

The breakfast will be held this month on
May 7 because the second Saturday is re-
served for the 8th Congressional District
Democratic Convention.

While there will be a change in date, the
breakfast will still be held at the Busboys and
Poets in Shirlington and will begin at 8:30
a.m. as usual.  And one and all are also re-
quested to bring cash to clear the bill at the
end of the meal.

2nd Sat Breakfast
moves to 1st Sat
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited
Wednesday, May 4, 7 p.m.

Poster of the month
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George Mason University, Arlington Campus
Founders Hall, Room 134

3351 Fairfax Drive
in Clarendon between Kirkwood Road and Kansas Street

The May ACDC meeting will feature a debate

between our two County Board candidates, incum-

bent Libby Garvey and challenger Erik Gutshall.

We have had to shift our location and will meet

where we have only rarely appeared before—in

Founders Hall at George Mason University, which is

at the intersection of Fairfax Drive and North Kirkwood

Road in Clarendon.  Parking is available with access

from Kirkwood for $5.  There is also a lot of street

parking in the area.  The campus is halfway between

the Clarendon and Virginia Square Metro stations.

A new poll of Virginia voters shows
Democrats overwhelmingly supporting
Hillary Clinton if she is the nominee but al-
most a third of GOP voters abandoning their
party if The Donald is their nominee.

The Christopher Newport University
poll was taken in late March and early April.

It showed Bernie Sanders supporters
largely willing to shift to Clinton in Novem-
ber while Republicans in large numbers said
they will vote for someone other than Trump
or will just stay home in November.

On the Democratic side, the poll shows:
• 90% of self-declared Democrats will go
for Clinton in November.
• 9% will stay home or vote for another
candidate.
On the GOP side, the poll shows:
• 67% of self-declared Republicans will
vote for Trump in the fall.
• 29% will stay home or vote for another
candidate.

The newly recast and renamed Shad
Planking and Grapes and Grain Festival was
held in between raindrops April 22 with no
Confederate battle flags for the first time in
memory.

As reported in The Voice last month, the
organizers—the Ruritan Club of Wakefield,
southeast of Richmond—sought to bring the
annual political event into the 21st Century,
countering its shift in recent decades to the
far right.  Virginia wines and whiskies were
added to the usual beer refreshments, a woman
was named as emcee and African-American
candidates were invited to speak.

Confederate battle flags were also dis-
couraged, but not banned.  Richmond’s Style
Weekly attended and reported, “There wasn’t
a Confederate flag anywhere to be seen.”

It reported that the Virginia Flaggers, a
Confederate remembrance group known for
its giant Confederate flag beside I-95, called
the marketing company helping to re-brand
the Shad Planking to ask about attending.
They were told they were free to attend, but
advised the event was meant to be inclusive
and welcoming.  Said Style Weekly: “The
Flaggers didn’t show.”

Poll shows very
strong Democratic
loyalty in fall

Rains mar Shad
but not rebel flag
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No upchucking on the Horn:   Donkey Ears listener Madi Green rocked and
rolled on a ship wending its way around the tip of South America.  She reports
no problems with head or tummy, but she never did find her sea legs.  Madi
made the trip with ACDC old-timer Peg Lorenz, who marked her 90th birthday
on the trip.

Date auction works:   The Young Dems annual Charity Date Auction can pay off!
Auctionees Ian Redman and Rebecca Wilhelm, who first met at the Date
Auction, got engaged last month on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial with the
Washington Monument looking down upon them.  Ian and Rebecca were
auctioned separately to others, but they first met while waiting at the event to
be auctioned off.  Said Ian, “I didn’t win her; she didn’t bid on me.  But
ultimately I still won.”

Bilingual politicking:   Retired County Board member Walter Tejada is working
both nationally and in Virginia with organizations urging permanent residents
to apply for citizenship now so they can vote the anti-wall ticket in November.
Door-to-door canvassing, phone banking and media outreach are also being
used to urge new citizens to register.

Award winner:   Several months ago, we wrote about Madeline, the daughter of
Laura Saul Edwards, who was off to study in Jordan and planned to write
some newspaper articles from Amman about cultural and political topics there
as seen through the eyes of an American college student.  Well, now the South
Carolina Press Association has awarded her second place for Column Writing.

Finished talking; started talking:   With the General Assembly now wrapped up
for the year, freshman Del. Mark Levine has been able to return to his day job
as a radio host and television commentator—with a lot more to talk about now
that he’s got his first session as a legislator under his belt.

Top of the veep list:   The New York Times carried a story last month about
possible veep choices by Hillary Clinton.  It mentioned eight possibilities.  And
the very first two were Virginia’s senators, Mark Warner and Tim Kaine.

Free speech rescinded:   The owner of Arlington’s new gun shop has filed suit
against 64 people, including County Board Member Christian Dorsey, School
Board Member Barbara Kanninen, and the entire delegation to Richmond,
charging that their opposition to his store wasn’t exercising First Amendment
rights but harassment and conspiracy to destroy his business.  Del. Mark
Levine said, “If this lawsuit succeeds, the Montgomery [Alabama] bus com-
pany ought to sue Martin Luther King and the civil rights movement for that
boycott, because they wanted to shut down that business.”

Coaching days over:   Arlington magazine has an article this month on Craig
Esherick, the husband of Commonwealth’s Attorney Theo Stamos.  Esherick is
the associate director of the Center for Sport Management at GMU and a part-
time radio announcer for regional basketball games.  He used to be a basketball
coach at Georgetown, but switched jobs because coaching involves a lot of
relocations and he said that would disrupt Theo’s career.

Members of the General Assembly re-
ported on the legislative session to the Arling-
ton County Bar Foundation last month, where
the main topic was an issue that doesn’t come
up in most of these post-session reports from
Richmond—judicial vacancies.

The primary subject was the legislative
struggle to get funding for the simple act of
replacing a retiring judge on the Arlington
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. One
of the County’s two JDR judges is retiring.
The JDR court has a vast area of responsibil-
ity including divorce, child custody, child pro-
tection, domestic protection orders, and all
criminal matters involving juveniles.   The
workload with only two judges is enormous—
and now there is only one.

The legislature was of the mind that all
Arlington County needed was the one remain-
ing JDR judge, George Varoutsos.

Patrick Hope said there was regional
and ideological resistance in the legislature
to funding judicial vacancies in Northern Vir-
ginia. Arlington went through similar resis-
tance to keeping three Circuit Court Judges
after a recent retirement, and he expects it to
happen next time there is a vacancy.

David Albo, a Republican delegate from
Fairfax County, said the only calls he gets
about judicial vacancies are from lawyers, not
“regular” voters.  From that, he implies that
there is little or no public interest in filling
judicial vacancies, and, hence, no political
benefit to doing so.

In response to audience questions, the
panel indicated that the most effective lobby-
ing efforts on judicial vacancies were calls
by non-lawyer voters to their own represen-
tatives.

Fortunately, the delegation was eventu-
ally able to obtain funds in the budget for a
second JDR judge, Robin Robb, a graduate
of George Mason University School of Law.
The county has faced, and will continue to
face, state resistance to replacing retiring
judges, leaving Arlington with the prospect
of a short-handed and inefficient judicial sys-
tem.

Richmond
challenge:
filling all
judgeships
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Voters at this month’s County Board cau-
cus will be handed a pledge form to sign say-
ing that they are not planning to support any
non-Democratic candidate in the upcoming
fall election.

Most Democrats are used to this caucus
document, but at each caucus some new vot-
ers object to it, seeing it as an effort to lock
up their vote in advance.

Actually, that is not what the pledge says.
The pledge is a requirement of the state

party’s by-laws, called the State Democratic
Party Plan.  The state GOP has a similar rule
for its caucuses.

The pledge was instituted because Vir-
ginia, like about half the states, does not have
registration by party.  Thus, the party has no
way to know if some of the people coming
out to vote might be Republicans seeking to
help a candidate they view as weaker.

But the pledge does not require anyone
to vote Democratic.  It merely asks voters to
identify themselves as Democrats and state
that they are not voting that day with the in-
tent of supporting some non-Democratic can-
didate in the upcoming general election.  In
other words, the purpose is to discourage ac-
tive Republicans from taking part in what is a
caucus meant only for Democrats to choose
their own candidates.

Section 18.3 of the party rules states:
“Each person participating in a caucus must
provide written certification that he or she:
a) Is a Democrat; b) Is a registered voter
within the county or city for which the cau-
cus is held; c) Believes in the principles of
the Democratic Party; and d) Does not intend
to support any candidate who is opposed to a
Democratic nominee in the next ensuing elec-
tion. All such persons present at the caucus at
the time stated in the notice are entitled to
participate in the caucus if they sign the re-
quired certification.”

Clause C baffles some people.  The
“principles of the Democratic Party” are laid
out in Article Nine of The Charter and the By-
Laws of the Democratic Party of the United
States.  That states in full:

“Democratic Party Credo. We Demo-
crats are the oldest political party in America
and the youngest in spirit. We will remain so,
because we enjoy the challenge of govern-
ment. Time and again, for almost two centu-
ries, the Democratic Party has made govern-
ment work — to build and defend a nation, to
encourage commerce, to educate our children,
to promote equal opportunity, to advance sci-

ence and industry, to support the arts and hu-
manities, to restore the land, to develop and
conserve our human and natural resources, to
preserve and enhance our built environment,
to relieve poverty, to explore space. We have
reached difficult and vital goals.

“We recognize that the capacity of gov-
ernment is limited but we regard democratic
government as a force for good and a source
of hope. At the heart of our party lies a funda-
mental conviction, that Americans must not
only be free, but they must live in a fair soci-
ety. We believe it is the responsibility of gov-
ernment to help us achieve this fair society.

• a society where the elderly and the dis-
abled can lead lives of dignity and where So-
cial Security remains an unshakable commit-
ment;

• a society where all people can find jobs
in a growing full-employment economy;

• a society where all workers are guar-
anteed without question the legal right to join
unions of their own choosing and to bargain
collectively for decent wages and conditions
of employment;

• a society where taxes are clearly based
on ability to pay;

• a society where the equal rights of
women are guaranteed in the Constitution;

• a society where the civil rights of mi-
norities are fully secured and where no one is
denied the opportunity for a better life;

• a society where both public and pri-
vate discrimination based upon race, sex, age,
color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic
identity, sexual orientation, gender identity,
economic status, philosophical persuasion or
physical disability are condemned and where
our government moves aggressively to end
such discrimination through lawful means;

• a society where we recognize that the
strengthening of the family and the protec-
tion of children are essential to the health of
the nation;

• a society where a sound education,
proper nutrition, quality medical care, afford-
able housing, safe streets and a healthy envi-
ronment are possible for every citizen;

• a society where the livelihoods of our
family farmers are as stable as the values they
instill in the American character;

• a society where a strong national de-
fense is a common effort, where promoting
human rights is a basic value of our foreign
policy, and where we ensure that future by
ending the nuclear arms race.

“This is our purpose and our promise.”

So, what is this caucus pledge all about?
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Blue Victory Awards

For outstanding volunteers of 2015

Awarded at the April 16, 2016, Blue Victory Dinner

Newcomer of the Year

Vivek Patil

A precinct captain in Woodbury who also launched a successful new initiative to reach voters in the hard-to-

target high rises and who has taken on the work of co-chairing the Outreach team.

Campaigner of the Year

Josh Katcher

Co-chair of the 2015 Joint Campaign who, in addition to contributing ably to campaign strategy, managed to

defuse and talk down a hostile caller and has been nominated by Chairman Kip Malinosky as ACDC’s official

hostage negotiator.

Herselle Milliken Precinct Captain of the Year

Jill Caiazzo

New to ACDC in 2015, Jill started as a precinct captain in Park Lane, then moved to Buckingham and soon

was also an area chair overseeing several precincts.  She was a regular at phone banks and at canvassing

during the Joint Campaign.

Jean Marshall Crawford Award

Stephanie Dix Clifford

As Outreach co-chair, Stephanie helped the party reach out to many new groups across the county, an effort

that may have seemed easy to her because she is a member of so many groups.

Mary Marshall Award

Charley Conrad

This award recognizes service over many years to ACDC. Charley has been a precinct captain for 12 years

and an area chair almost as long.  He is the committee secretary, a post he has held for six years.  He

created the First Saturday (now Second Saturday) Breakfast that has become a major feature on the party

calendar.
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Your candidates for County Board—Choose 1

Libby
Garvey

Erik
Gutshall

My wife, Renee, and I have lived in cen-
tral Arlington for over 20 years. Our three
daughters go to APS. In 2004, I started a home
maintenance and improvement business,
Clarendon Home Services. Through hard
work, our team has grown exclusively through
word-of-mouth. In 2012, the Arlington Cham-
ber named us the Small Service Business of
the Year.

I’ve also given back to our community
as a youth soccer coach, on the Board of Door-
ways for Women and Families, President of
the Lyon Park Citizen’s Association, and ser-
vice on the Transportation and Economic
Development Commissions. I currently serve
as Vice Chair of the Planning Commission.

Every day I’m grateful that I live in a
County that values walkable neighborhoods,
diversity, great schools, a strong sense of com-
munity engagement, and a strong Democratic

Arlington is a wonderful place. In my
15 years on the School Board and 4 on the
County Board we’ve done a lot to make Ar-
lington what it is today: a great place to live,
work, play and raise a family. But we have
the potential to do more. I’m running for an-
other term on the County Board so I can build
on our work and use my experience to help
us realize the great potential we have.

On School Board, we focused strategi-
cally on ensuring every child succeeds, and
we closed our achievement gap by half and
cut the drop out rate by more than half. We
renovated and expanded almost every school
in the county and built several new, creating
thousands more seats.

On County Board, I focus on making
Arlington government more responsive, trans-
parent and fiscally responsible. Since I be-
came Chair in January, we:
• Hired a new County Manager and inde-

pendent auditor
• Made it clear that we need modern qual-
ity bus service, but we have to follow through
to make it happen
• Began video streaming work sessions so
residents can follow them without having to
sit in long meetings, but we need more ways
for people to participate
• Welcomed the Governor here several
times to bring financial support to new tech
companies, but we still have more to do to
reenergize our commercial sector and bring
down our vacancy rate, and
• Started online building permits and an
open data system to help residents to know
what is happening in our community, but both
these new systems need work and follow
through.

We also must follow through on ongo-
ing projects. Last fall, we adopted the Afford-
able Housing Master Plan. We must now
implement cost effective ways to make hous-
ing more affordable for more people includ-
ing young people, immigrants, middle income
families with children, and older residents
who want to age in the community they helped
build. We must also implement last year’s
Community Facilities Study recommenda-

tions. We have already started on many, but
there are more to go and I will continue to
work for them.

We need to work more collaboratively
around the region and in Richmond, especially
to solve our transportation issues. The crisis
with Metro is focusing everyone. I’ve held
bipartisan meetings to build a network of lead-
ers ready, willing and able to work together
for improvements to Metro and regional bus.
I will continue these relationships to improve
our transportation.

This is the kind of leadership I have
brought to Arlington for almost 20 years. I ask
for your support and your vote on June 14.

Committee that helps unify us around our core
Democratic values.

I am running for County Board because
I love our community and I believe we can
do a better job planning for our future. We
must meet the challenges we face today with
solutions for tomorrow.  I will resist political
posturing and short-sighted expediency, and
ensure we make long-term strategic invest-
ments.

I’ll strongly support transportation op-
tions across the County, expand housing op-
tions for young families and seniors who want
to age in place, work to diversify our
economy, strongly support the School Board
in meeting the needs of our growing student
body, and help neighborhoods in their quest
for sustainability and an improved quality of
life. And I’ll work to ensure that our civic dis-
cussion expands to include even more
Arlingtonians.

As a business owner, I know that strong
customer service builds trust. I’ve managed
budgets, made payroll and stretched each dol-
lar.  Innovation matters in business; our
County government must reinvent itself to be
more efficient, transparent and accountable.

As a life-long Democrat I’m passionate
about our progressive values of equality, fair-
ness and compassion. Arlington is a wonder-
fully inclusive community that must stay this
way. We must continue to assist those with
less income and seniors on fixed incomes,
which underpins my strong commitment to
affordable housing programs.

This year, Arlington Democrats have a
very clear choice for the future of Arlington.
By June 14th, I hope to earn your vote in the
Democratic Primary. Together, we can make
Arlington an even better place to live, work,
start a business and raise a family.
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Your 4 candidates for School Board—Choose 2

Tannia
Talento

Nancy
Van Doren

I am seeking re-election to the Arling-
ton School Board and ask for your endorse-
ment during the School Board Caucus in May.
Since joining the Board in 2014, I have
brought family and community voices to the
table to ensure that APS maintains the high-
est educational standards while expanding
capacity for its growing student population.
In recognition of this work, I have been en-
dorsed by A-PAC, the political action com-
mittee of the Arlington Education Association.

Last summer, my Board colleagues
elected me to serve as Vice Chair. In this lead-
ership role, I’ve maintained my focus on in-
struction and educational excellence. My pri-
mary goal is to prepare every student to be
successful in our 21st century economy. To this
end, I have ensured an increase in specialized
interventions for struggling readers, expanded
opportunities for students with disabilities to

I am running for our School Board be-
cause I believe that Arlington Public Schools
has the ability to ensure a quality education
to every student. As a first generation Ameri-
can to parents from Guatemala, education,
family and hard work are values I live by.
During high school, my mom became ill and
I had to take on greater responsibility at home.
I worked a part-time job and helped to care
for my family while taking a challenging
course load. My senior year my mom was
unable to work; my grades slipped and I real-
ized that I was not going to graduate on time.
I went to my counselor for help, but was re-
buffed. I was desperate; I turned to the phone
book and called the Board of Education. I dis-
covered I only had one option to get my high
school diploma: withdraw from school and
enroll in an alternative program. On my 18th

birthday I withdrew myself from school and

registered for the alternative program. I earned
my high school diploma later that year in
August. Shortly after I graduated, I moved to
Crystal City and got a full time job while at-
tending NOVA at night. When I was 19, my
mother passed away and I eventually became
the caregiver for my younger brother and my
advocacy work evolved beyond pushing for
my own education to working for the success
of others.

When the opportunity came about I got
actively involved in our schools. I used my
experiences in advocating for my education
and the education of others to work for equal
access to quality education for every student.
I have spent the last 5 years pushing for im-
provements in our ELL instruction, discuss-
ing solutions for our capacity issues, and ad-
vocating for programs that help close our
achievement gap. I now look to use my expe-
rience on the ESOL/HILT CAC, Advisory
Council of Instruction, and the Facilities Study
Committee among others to represent every
community in Arlington on the Board.

It is important to ensure we give a voice
to every student, regardless of their back-
ground, economic status, gender, race or

ethnicity.  By thinking of every student in our
community while making our policy decisions,
I know each one of our students will reach their
full potential. We have the resources to address
major issues in our schools, including a lack
of mental health education and services, the
effect demographics play on student achieve-
ment, and how we provide a seat to every child.
I look forward to working towards these goals
and more, once elected. I hope I can count on
your vote on May 19 and 21.

succeed alongside non-disabled peers, en-
sured high expectations for English language
learners, and supported the expansion of for-
eign language classes at all elementary
schools. I continue to support APS’ digital
learning initiative, which provides all students
with access to technology to strengthen their
learning. I fully support the launch of Arling-
ton Tech, a new STEM-centered high school
program that includes hands-on learning, in-
dustry credentialing, and dual enrollment
classes for college credit.

To meet APS’ growing capacity needs, I
supported the internal renovation project at
Washington-Lee High School that added 300
seats. I will support similar projects at
Wakefield and Yorktown High Schools. I
voted for additions and renovations at
Stratford, Abingdon and McKinley Schools
as well as for a new secondary school in
Rosslyn and elementary school in South Ar-
lington to be built and opened by fall 2019. I
served as the School Board liaison to the APS/
County Community Facilities Study, which
developed recommendations to better coor-
dinate County and School facility resources.
I strongly support funding in APS’ 2016 Capi-

tal Improvement Plan to complete current
projects on time and within budget.  I will
advocate for funds to increase high school and
elementary school capacity as soon as pos-
sible, so APS can meet the needs of what will
be a 30,000 student school system by 2022.

Today, my priorities remain clear: build
a strong infrastructure to meet the needs of
our expanding school system while maintain-
ing a keen focus on educational excellence
for all our students.
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Your 4 candidates for School Board—Choose 2

Chaz
Crismon

Michael
Shea

I am running for School Board to help
ensure that our high quality public schools
continue to benefit our community in the fu-
ture.  As our son approaches the end of his
journey through Arlington Public Schools, I
feel an urgency to support the schools for the
next generation of students just starting their
academic lives.  With our growing enrollment,
the next generation is already here.

So far in this campaign, I have knocked
on thousands of doors all around the County.
I’m hearing from many parents and alumni
who had positive experiences with APS, but
also from many who see where we are falling
short.  I am asking for your vote in the Demo-
cratic School Board Caucus to be the voice
of all those community members.

As we get closer to the end of this school

I will diversify school board talent.
I am a stay-at-home dad of a 1st grader

with special needs. Young parents trust me. I
am the Millennial bridge for the school board.

My progressive values and real estate ex-
pertise will get “more seats” using methods
the County Board will expedite and endorse.

I studied education policy and business
management at the schools ranked the best
for innovation: ASU/Thunderbird and
Stanford (USNews, 2015). I am licensed to
teach Spanish K-12 and Social Studies.

I can strengthen the oversight of our su-
perintendent with my skill set. Without me,
who on the school board will have complete
training in Curriculum and Instruction? Who
has spent significant time educating high risk
students?

I speak Portuguese and Spanish. While
teaching English Language Learners, I have
learned how to address the unique needs of

diverse student populations. I highly respect
Emma’s endorsee, Tannia. I also appreciate
Nancy Van Doren’s focus on ALL students.
We must address the UNIQUE NEEDS of all
students.

Michael wants to advance Arlington
Tech and online coursework for high
schoolers. I want online education to be an
opt-in piece of the student experience. I have
taken many online courses on multiple plat-
forms. I have family in the online education
industry and I have learned from great public
school teachers and administrators at
EducateVA online. The implementation of
online technologies can save time and money.
My campaign website is not flashy, but it
serves a vital need. I wrote all the code my-
self. I know technology. Technology is NO
substitute for a good teacher!

People without tech knowledge waste
money. Let’s stop handing out poorly opti-
mized iPads to 2nd graders! We have to me-
thodically test our infrastructure before roll-
ing out technology programs. Let’s give some
of the innovation budget to teachers—and less
to Apple. Internet connected devices in the
hands of children need adult supervision and
strong filters. The technology we adopt must

enhance the curriculum and win the support
of teachers and parents. At school, students
should interact most with teachers and peers,
not screens. Let learning at school be social!

I care for children with special needs. I
teach. I manage money. I code websites. I lis-
ten to diverse populations. After listening to
concerns from parents and APS staff, I feel
called to serve. My support is growing. You
can make a difference. Diversity of talent
should be our greatest strength. Vote for di-
versity. Vote Chaz!

year, we are also reaching the final year of
the APS Strategic Plan.  In our discussions
on a new Strategic Plan, we should be keep-
ing and refining the goals we have in place.
But we should be adding new Strategic Goals.

We need to increase socioeconomic di-
versity in our schools and have that as a Stra-
tegic Goal.  We cannot completely reverse the
rising residential segregation in our County,
but we can offset its impact on schools.  So-
cioeconomic diversity in schools improves
academic achievement for all students and
better prepares our students to be citizens in a
globalizing world.

Second, we need to adopt a Strategic
Goal that all our schools and educational of-
ferings are of comparably high quality across
the County.  While we deliver new buildings
of high quality, we need to ensure that old
buildings are adequately maintained.

And we also need to refine our current
Goal 4 (Provide an Optimal Learning Envi-
ronment) so that the goal of providing an
inclusionary learning environment for special

needs students is front and center.  APS falls
short in this goal despite years of advocacy
for more inclusion.  We need to have months
of action toward this goal, rather than just
continue to have years of advocacy.
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Virginia will once again be a battle-
ground state in the fall presidential campaign.

The map above is the current assessment
by Larry Sabato of the University of Virginia
of where things stand state-by-state, assum-
ing a Clinton-Trump contest this fall.

This shows eight “battleground states”
(and one battleground congressional district).
There are four small states, with single digit
electoral votes: Nevada, Colorado, Iowa and
Vermont.  And there are four larger states with
double digit electoral votes: Ohio, Virginia,
North Carolina and home-of-the-hanging-
chad Florida.

As the map shows, Sabato rates no state
as a toss-up, even this early in the process.
But he rates those eight states as only “lean-
ing Democratic,” making them battlegrounds.
He rates no state as “leaning Republican.”  But
Nebraska and Maine award some of their elec-
toral votes by congressional district, and
Sabato rates the Nebraska Second District
(Omaha) as only leaning Republican, mak-
ing it a battleground, too.

Sabato’s map is not an outlier.  Most—
if not all—major analysts rate Virginia a
battleground state.  That means we can ex-
pect to see lots of political advertising—
though in this area that will be largely on Vir-
ginia-based cable stations, not DC-based net-
work outlets, where you are buying access to
Maryland and District voters more than Vir-
ginia voters.

And, crucially, it means the national
party will be pushing Northern Virginia to turn
out Democratic voters BIG time to overcome
the GOP majority in much of the rest of the
commonwealth.

Being a battleground state is relatively
new for Virginia.  After the Civil War, it was
part of the solid south that voted overwhelm-
ingly Democratic.  After World War II, it
shifted to the GOP nationally.  In 2004, the
John Kerry campaign thought it detected a
change and pumped funds and staff into Vir-
ginia, the first time a Democratic candidate
had done that in decades.  It was a somewhat
tentative effort without follow-through all the

way to Election Day.  But Kerry won 45.54
percent of the vote that year, which changed
perceptions quickly.

In 2008 and 2012 and now again in 2016,
Virginia has been seen from the start as a true
battleground state.

In 2008, Barack Obama won the state
with 52.63 percent and in 2012, he won with
51.16 percent.

In the 21st Century, presidential campaigns
have shifted from being national campaigns to
state operations, in which the bulk of the money,
staff and effort go into perhaps a dozen states.
The big media markets in New York and Los
Angeles draw little advertising as those regions
are not in question.  But stations in Denver,
Hampton Roads and Miami will be raking in
the advertising dollars this year.

National campaign staff will be assigned
to track down Democrats in every county of
every one of those battleground states.  And
ACDC will be relied upon by the national
campaign to do what it is known for nation-
ally—to bring out voters en masse.

Yes, Virginia, we’re a battleground again


