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Nancy Van Doren and Tannia Talento have won the Democratic en-
dorsements for the two seats on the School Board up for election this fall.

Under the Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) system used by ACDC the last
few years, no one may win a caucus without the support of a majority of the
voters.  When multiple candidates are involved, that often requires a runoff.
In the IRV system, voters declare their first, second, third et cetera prefer-
ences so an instant runoff can be held with voters not needing to return to the
polls.

In the May 19 and 21 caucus, Nancy Van Doren won 53 percent of the
votes cast in the first round and was declared the winner of the first endorse-
ment.  Then her ballots were recounted with the second preference votes on
those ballots distributed to the other three candidates.  That gave Tannia Talento
a majority in the second round.

The table below shows the results for each of the two rounds.
The turnout of 1,822 voters was the lowest for any caucus in the last 15

years and just 60 percent of the average for the previous 11 caucuses.  A table
on Page Eight shows the turnouts for all 21st Century caucuses.

The two winners are now the Democratic “endorsees” on the November
ballot.  They are not Democratic “nominees” because state law makes School
Board posts non-partisan, but it is the norm around the state for the parties to
endorse candidates for those posts.

Van Doren

Talento

Van Doren, Talento win nod

Don’t forget lonely primary

Gutshall

Garvey

The solitary primary this year in Arlington will be held Tuesday, June 14,
to pick the Democratic nominee for County Board between incumbent Libby
Garvey and challenger Erik Gutshall.

We have messages from each of the candidates on Page Seven of this
month’s Voice.

But there is no need to wait until Election Day
to cast your vote.  You can vote right now and
avoid the crush on the day of the election.  Well,
okay, there won’t any long lines in this single of-
fice primary, but it’s still convenient to vote early.

This year is a very sleepy primary season in Vir-
ginia.  The GOP will have primaries in three of
the 11 congressional districts and Democrats have
one congressional primary, one State Senate pri-
mary, and the Arlington County Board primary.  That’s it for the entire state.
And that’s it for the entire DC metropolitan area, so The Washington Post and
the broadcast outlets won’t be shouting to remind you to vote.

The technical term for early voting  is “in-person absentee voting,” but it
just means voting in the weeks before actual Election Day.

continued on page nine

Ruth Kanter dies at 88

after a half-century as an

ACDC

volunteer.

See

Page Six,

Barbara Favola writes

about Governor McAu-

liffe’s action to give the

vote back to felons who

have paid

their debt

to society.

See

Page Eight.

Our June meeting has

been moved to a location

we have never been at

before—Lubber Run.

See Page Three for a map

and directions. This

meeting will feature a de-

bate between our two

County Board candi-

dates.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

As Democrats wrap up the primary sea-
son with Hillary Clinton in the lead, Republi-
cans have chosen their nominee: Donald
Trump. Last year at this time, most political
pundits would have considered this a joke.
The comedy is now a reality and quickly be-
coming a tragedy. Republicans have embraced
a nominee who is openly racist, misogynist
and xenophobic. Yet, the Real Clear Politics
and Pollster polling averages have Clinton and
Trump within 2 percent of each other. We need
to define Donald Trump and no one is doing
this more effectively than Senator Elizabeth
Warren.

She started by taking down Trump us-
ing his favorite medium: Twitter. In a series
of tweets, Warren called Trump out for being
a loser, “scammer, cheap racist” and making
many attacks on women. Having said that, she
linked Trump to other authoritarian leaders
who were also insecure bullies and losers, but
she concludes that Trump is a serious threat.
This is spot on. Republicans couldn’t take
Trump down because support for his signa-
ture policies like deporting undocumented
immigrants and a Muslim travel ban are popu-

Elizabeth Warren takes down Trump
lar with Republican primary voters. Demo-
crats don’t worry about those voters and can
take him down. Warren is leading the way.

Greg Sargent, in a recent Washington
Post article titled “Elizabeth Warren Abso-
lutely Shredded Donald Trump,” said that
Democrats have a challenge defining such an
unusual candidate. Sargent writes, “Warren
— who went on to note that Trump ‘roots for
people to get thrown out of their house’ be-
cause he ‘doesn’t care who gets hurt, as long
as he makes a profit’ — is making a broader
argument. Trump is not just a small, greedy
person, but a cruel one, too.”

Trump is not on your side. He will at-
tack immigrants, Muslims, women and the
working class, too. He’s an entertainer, but
Trump will be happy to put you out of a job
and a home, if he can earn another nickel. Of
course, Warren reminds us that “Trump in-
herited a fortune” and scammed people for
decades with failed real estate ventures and
Trump University to keep making money.

Then there’s Wall Street. Warren said,
“Donald Trump is worried about helping poor
little Wall Street? Let me find the world’s

smallest violin to play a sad, sad song.” Not
only does Trump play by his own rules, but
he also wants Wall Street to play by its own
rules, too. Trump wants to repeal Dodd-Frank
and let Wall Street be deregulated. If Trump
is concerned about helping Wall Street, he’s
not concerned about helping the poor and
middle class even if they share his skin color.
Trump’s positions on so many issues are all
over the map and he has told more Pants-on-
fire lies than any other politician, but he does
have a consistent pattern of showing racism.
Whether discriminating against people of
color in his real estate properties, advocating
for a whites vs blacks Apprentice TV show,
or calling Mexicans rapists, racism has been
a standard Trump position.

Again Warren calls him out in a tweet,
“There’s more enthusiasm for
@realDonaldTrump among leaders of the
KKK than leaders of the political party he now
controls.” This is true. Republican Party lead-
ers knew that after 2012 they needed to build
support among minorities, but now they have
a presidential nominee who, as Warren says,
“has built his campaign on racism, sexism,
and xenophobia.”

Trump is a small, cruel, racist, sexist, xe-
nophobe only on the side of Wall Street and
himself. It’s up to us to stop him.

The first statewide poll since Donald
Trump became the presumptive GOP nomi-
nee shows a dead heat in the presidential race
in Virginia.

The May 9-11 Roanoke College Poll
surveyed 610 likely voters and rates a margin
of error of plus or minus 4 percent.

The poll showed Trump and Hillary
Clinton each with the support of 38 percent
of those surveyed, with another 11 percent
supporting some other candidate and 11 per-
cent undecided.

The poll is small and early, but it does
show that Democrats cannot take the outcome
for granted and must be prepared to drum up
votes in the fall.

The poll is in line with surveys in other
battleground states that also show a very tight
race this year.

Poll shows dead
heat in Virginia
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, June 1, 7:15 p.m.

Button of
the month
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The monthly meeting will feature a 45-minute de-

bate between our two candidates competing for the

nomination for a seat on the County Board, incum-

bent Libby Garvey and challenger Erik Gutshall.

But note we are in a brand new location this time.

See address above and map below.  Parking is on

the site. We will begin at 7:15 p.m. with the debate

starting at 8 p.m.

A brand

new spot

for our

meeting!

Lubber Run Community Center
300 North Park Drive

Just off North George Mason Drive (see map below)

X

Lubber Run

Community Center

Okay, you miss the old, traditional
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner.  Well, you can at-
tend one this month.  The state party still ad-
heres to the name that dates back almost two
centuries.

The state J-J Dinner will be held Satur-
day, June 18, at 7 p.m. in the Marriott Rich-
mond Downtown at 500 East Broad Street.

The keynote speaker is Labor Secretary
Tom Perez, a name on most speculative lists

In what was certainly no surprise, Ar-
lington Democrats voted overwhelmingly at
the April ACDC meeting to oppose the pro-
posed state constitutional amendment to en-
shrine the commonwealth’s anti-union “right
to work” law in the state constitution.

A draft amendment must pass both
chambers of the General Assembly two years
in succession with an election intervening
before it can be sent to the public.  The pro-
posed amendment passed the General Assem-
bly in both 2015 and 2016 and heads to vot-
ers November 8, the only proposed amend-
ment on the ballot this year.

It would ban the so-called “closed shop”
in private employment.

The ACDC resolution described the
measure as unnecessary since Virginia has had
“right to work” legislation on the books for
70 years. Such laws now exist in 26 states.

Bob Platt, who chairs the ACDC Reso-
lutions Committee, said the proposed amend-
ment “means absolutely nothing” and is
purely “a symbolic move by Republicans.”

The resolution also points out the pro-
posal would elevate a labor-law issue to the
status of a fundamental constitutional right.
The amendment would add the labor law to
Article I, the state Bill of Rights originally
drafted by Thomas Jefferson.

Arlington Democrats will include oppo-
sition to the constitutional amendment on the
sample ballot they hand out to voters at poll-
ing places in November.

ACDC opposes
‘right to work’
amendment

of possible vice presidential nominees.
Tickets start at $150 a head.
To order tickets, go to https://

www.universe/com/listings/s6rjp7
ACDC this year changed the name of

its annual banquet to Blue Victory Dinner.

Tom Perez speaks at state J-J
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New tasking:   Former School Board member Noah Simon is starting this week
on the staff of Rep. Don Beyer as District Director.  Noah will oversee opera-
tions all over the Eighth District, pursuing casework, constituent service and
outreach, helping the congressman in his dealings with local government,
businesses, civic associations and advocacy groups.

Feel the Burns:   In what he calls “a new and very un-Max approach to life,”
former AYD prez Max Burns is taking some time off from the usual 9-5 grind
in order to fit in some personal travel, recharge his batteries and take on some
writing for online news outlets.  Max left Change.org last week after a year
working on a number of projects, including the “Dump Trump” effort.  No
word yet on where the travel bug will first take Max, but stay tuned.

Hear it now:   ACDC’s program chair and former candidate for delegate, Andrew
Schneider, now has a program of his own.  He hosts “Arlington Voices,” a
show interviewing interesting Arlingtonians on WERA 96.7 FM, Arlington’s
own community radio station.  He’s on Fridays at 10 a.m.  “I’ve heard it
before,” Andrew said, “I have a face for radio.”

Newest YD:   After blowing past her due date, Violet Olivia Stanford came into
this world a week late but very welcome on April 29, all 8 lbs and 5 ounces of
her.  Ecstatic parents Jason and Claire Ailene Stanford greeted our newest
and Yest YD at Virginia Hospital Center.  Then it was back to work at the office
of Del. Alfonso Lopez, for whom Jason was campaign manager in 2011 and
has been chief of staff since 2012.

Passages:   David Gray Tishman, husband of Nancy Tishman, a longtime
stalwart volunteer in Yorktown precinct, making calls, delivering Messengers
and greeting at polls, died April 22 at the age of 71.  Dave, a long-time attorney
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, was a strong advocate for the
disabled, and, with Nancy, took a lead in establishing Arlington homes for
former residents of the Northern Virginia Training Center.

Light fingers:   Just a cautioning word about the dangers of plucking up the other
guy’s campaign signs, a problem we have periodically in Arlington:  The mayor
of Dumfries, Jerry Foreman, has been charged with petty larceny after a
resident saw him remove a sign for Willie Toney, a member of the town council
running for re-election last month.  The sign was along a town street.  Toney
ran against Foreman for mayor in 2014 but lost.   The resident who saw the
sign removal called police, who took the issue to a Prince William County
magistrate who found probable cause to issue a warrant for petty larceny.
Foreman has two years left in his term.  By the way, Toney lost re-election,
coming in fifth and last.  All town offices are non-partisan.

Priorities:   Sen. Dick Black, who is one of the more, shall we say, vigorous if not
decorous, GOP members of the State Senate, pulled off a notable stunt a few
weeks ago by flying to Damascus and meeting personally with Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, whom Black has been lauding since 2014.  State-run news
outlets reported that “U.S. Senator Richard Black said ... it is important that the
American people get acquainted with the reality of what is happening in Syria
away from the disinformation practiced by some parties in the U.S. administra-
tion.”  They also quoted Black, a vocal opponent of Medicaid expansion in
Virginia, as saying the US must lift its economic sanctions because they have
crippled Assad’s ability to provide medical care to the nation’s war wounded.

Rep. Don Beyer has introduced a bill to
make it illegal for the United States to
block an immigrant based on his or her reli-
gion, an obvious strike at a key central issue
in Donald Trump’s bid for president.

Just 12 days after introducing the bill,
H.R. 5207, it already had 105 co-sponsors,
almost a quarter of the chamber’s member-
ship.

The bill is a mere one sentence in length:
“Notwithstanding any other provision of the
immigration laws, an alien may not be denied
admission to the United States because of the
alien’s religion or lack of religious beliefs.”

Beyer announced the bill at a
news conference along with five other Demo-
cratic members of Congress and dozens of
representatives of Muslim, Christian, Jewish
and atheist organizations.

It is not clear that Trump would actually
have the power as
president to deny
Muslims entry
based on their reli-
gion. Legal experts
say U.S. constitu-
tional rights do not
apply to non-
Americans, but in-
ternational agree-
ments might make
such an immigra-
tion policy illegal.
The bill would
make that abso-
lutely clear.

Beyer said the
bill would not pre-
vent authorities
from considering
immigrants’ reli-

gion, just from banning them based on it.  For
example, Baha’is from Iran, where many are
jailed and all are forbidden to go to univer-
sity, already get a leg up in the refugee pro-
cess. “We want this bill to ban the negative
use,” Beyer said. “It does nothing to hamper
Homeland Security and Customs and Border
Patrol from using religion as a reason to bring
someone in. We can use it [religion] in a posi-
tive way, just not in a negative way.”

Beyer said, “Our voices must be loud and
strong saying no to discrimination of all kinds,
including in our immigration system.”

Beyer bill will
ban Trump
Muslim ban

BEYER
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A federal judge has upheld Virginia’s
voter ID law, dismissing a challenge by the
Democratic Party of Virginia (DPVA) that
argued the Republican-controlled General As-
sembly enacted it to reduce the turnout among
Democratic-leaning groups.

“Mindful that the court’s mission is to
judge not the wisdom of the Virginia voter
ID law, but rather its constitutionality, this
court cannot say that plaintiffs have met their
burden of proof in showing by a preponder-
ance of the evidence that the Virginia voter
ID law ... contravenes the Voting Rights Act,
the First Amendment, the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, the Fifteenth Amendment, or the
Twenty-Sixth Amendment,” U.S. District
Judge Henry E. Hudson, a George W. Bush
appointee, wrote in a decision issued May 19.

Hudson’s ruling concluded: “While the
merits of this voter identification law, and in-
deed all aspects of Virginia’s voting regime,
can be reasonably debated, it remains true that
Virginia has created a scheme of laws to ac-
commodate all people in their right to vote.
From in-person [early] voting, to an absentee
option, to provisional ballots with the ability
to cure, and the provision of free voter IDs,
Virginia has provided all of its citizens with
an equal opportunity to participate in the elec-
toral process.”

Seven days later, DPVA filed its notice
of appeal to the 4th Circuit of Appeals in Rich-
mond.  The hope is to have the issue resolved
before the November General Election.

The Virginia case is one of four ongoing
challenges to GOP efforts around the country
to tighten voting rules.  They are underwrit-
ten by a $5 million fund set up by financier
George Soros.  A case in Wisconsin is being
heard now, a decision is pending in Ohio and
a North Carolina trial decision will be heard
on appeal to the 4th Circuit in June.

The Virginia law’s proponents said the
goal was to prevent election fraud and argued
the law was race-neutral and that no one lost
the right to vote.

The law requires a voter to produce a
photo ID issued by the U.S., Virginia or one
of its political subdivisions; a student ID is-
sued by any institution of higher learning in
the state, an employee identification card or
another form of photo ID.

During the trial, there was little, if any,

evidence produced that voter ID fraud was a
problem or that any eligible voter was denied
the right to vote by the law.  But witnesses for
both sides said many of the problems were
hidden.

“Virginia Republicans enacted Virginia’s
voter ID law for the sole purpose of making
it more difficult to vote. These measures dis-
proportionately affect minority, low-income,
and older Virginians,” DPVA Chair Susan
Swecker told the court.

Hudson’s 62-page ruling noted, “The
evidence in this case clearly demonstrated, as

both parties will concede, that Virginia has
an unfortunate history of racial discrimina-
tion and statutory artifice to hinder black vot-
ing.”

The judge added, “The evidence also re-
vealed that the Virginia voter ID law has cre-
ated a layer of inconvenience for some vot-
ers. But the question squarely presented in this
case is whether [the law] is unconstitutional
either in its adoption, implementation, or en-
forcement. Does it, by design or otherwise,
adversely affect the opportunity of minorities
to vote or is the burden evenly spread?”

Trial judge says photo ID may be bad
policy, but it is not unconstitutional
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Ruth Friedenthal Kanter passed away May 11 under home hos-
pice care after a long Parkinsonian-related illness.  She had been active
in ACDC dating back half a century and was a stalwart volunteer who
could always be counted on to stuff an envelope and run a mimeograph
machine and who organized and ran many campaigns.  She was 88
years old.

Ruth Friedenthal was born in Manhattan, the only child of Rose
and Louis Friedenthal. Her mother was a high school history teacher.
Her father was an upper middle class accountant who subscribed to the
Daily Worker. Politics was at the dinner table from the start.

Ruth attended the Dalton School, where her close friends in high
school included artist Helen Frankenthaler and actress Marian Seldes.
She attended Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania, majoring in psy-
chology, and did graduate work in psychology at Harvard-Radcliffe,
completing all but her dissertation for a Ph.D.

Ruth married and went with her husband, Karl Lonberg-Holm, to
Berkeley.  She had two children, Mathew and Nils, and then was di-
vorced. Ruth was active in Berkeley Democratic politics for over a de-
cade. On December 16, 1962, at a Christmas party of the Pax Demo-
cratic Club (perhaps the club’s only event), she met Herschel Kanter.
They were married five weeks and five days later.

In August 1964, Ruth and her sons moved to Arlington with
Herschel when he went to work for the Center for Naval Analyses.

Ruth was recruited right away by Donna Quinta for the 1964 elec-
tion campaign supporting the ticket of Gus Johnson for Congress and
Lyndon Johnson for President. Soon after, she became active in ACDC
in the era when the Democratic Party, even in Arlington, had many
activists firmly loyal to the old Byrd Machine.

Ruth was active in the move by liberals to take over the commit-
tee. This was a time when the liberals met the night before an ACDC
meeting to decide what to do at the meeting and when it was controver-
sial for the Virginia State Democratic Party to support the Democratic
candidate for President.

Ruth worked in the Yorktown precinct into the 1990s, recruiting
Charlene Bickford and Madi Green along the way.

Ruth Kanter, half-century volunteer, dies

In 1970, Ruth and Donna, in support of the Democratic County
Board majority, set up an office to handle citizen problems with the
county. Although County Board members could not contact county
staff, Donna and Ruth could. Ruth played a prominent role in the
County Board Campaign Coalition electing liberals to the County
Board.

In 1974, Ruth played a key role in Joe Fisher’s congressional
victory, ousting Rep. Joel Broyhill after a quarter-century. She
worked in Fisher’s local congressional office until Fisher lost his
seat in 1980.

In 1981, she went to work for Gerry Whiting as a Deputy Com-
missioner of Revenue in the county with a portfolio of the housing
subsidy program and the car tax.

In 1986, she was a key supporter of
Helen Fahey in the hotly contested caucus
for the nomination for Commonwealth’s At-
torney. It was in that campaign that she man-
aged to recruit Herschel to become active in
Democratic politics and to go on the ACDC
Steering Committee. Ruth played an impor-
tant role in almost every local campaign until
she became ill in the fall of 2002.

Both Herschel and Ruth received the
Mame Reiley Eighth District Grass Roots
Award in 1999 for their work across the con-
gressional district.

When she passed away, she was with
her husband, Herschel, her two sons Mathew
and Nils Lonberg, Mathew’s daughter
Cheney Lonberg, and Delphine Roberts,
Ruth’s caregiver of 13 years. She is also sur-
vived by four additional grandchildren, Nils’
sons Ravi and Niki Lonberg, and Mathew’s
other children Zachary and Siri Lonberg.

Herschel is planning a Celebration of
Ruth’s life to take place in mid-November
after the election and would appreciate help.
He can be reached at hekanter@yahoo.com.

Ruth Kanter with Rep. Joe Fisher in the 1970s.  Fisher
wrote:  “You got me into this in the first place!”

Ruth Kanter with her family: Back row:  husband Herschel; grand-
son Zack Lomberg, daughter-in-law Lynsey Lonberg; son Mathew
Lonberg; granddaughter Cheney Lonberg.  Middle row: grand-
children Ravi Lonberg, Niki Lonberg, Siri Lonberg and Ruth.
Front row: son Nils Lonberg and daughter-in-law Nila Patil.
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Your candidates for County Board

Libby
Garvey

Erik
Gutshall

I have been privileged to serve you on
the County Board for the past 4 years, fol-
lowing 15 years on the School Board, and I
am seeking your vote for a second full County
Board term. Our work together helped make
Arlington a great place to live, work and play,
but we have the potential to be better. I am
running for another term on the County Board
to help Arlington achieve our potential.
County government can do that by providing
excellent customer service, expanding civic
engagement, and helping residents build our
community.

We must make sure all our services work
well for all people. We recently introduced e-
filing of building permit applications so resi-
dents no longer have to pay for costly printed
drawings and wait to hand them in. In my next
term, I will work to continue improving pro-

Thanks to the many, many Arlingtonians
who have stepped forward to help me as I seek
the Democratic nomination for County Board
on June 14.  My positive message that it’s time
to “turn the page” from the divisive leader-
ship represented by my opponent has clearly
resonated from north to south and east to west
in our great county.

It’s been incredibly rewarding to have
support from 22 current and former elected
and appointed officials—Senators Adam
Ebbin, Ed Holland and Mary Margaret
Whipple, Delegates Alfonso Lopez, Rip
Sullivan and Karen Darner, County Board
members Jay Fisette, Mary Hynes, John
Milliken, Walter Tejada, Joe Wholey, and
Chris Zimmerman, School Board members
James Lander, Reid Goldstein, Richard

Barton, Ed Fendley, Elaine Furlow, Margaret
Lampe and Michael Timpane, and Constitu-
tional Officers Paul Ferguson and Frank
O’Leary. Their acknowledgement of my lead-
ership and community building skills is high
praise indeed.

I’m also pleased that the Arlington Edu-
cation Association-Political Action Commit-
tee, the Virginia Sierra Club and its Mt.
Vernon Chapter and the regional smart growth
news blog Greater Greater Washington have
endorsed me.  Thoughtful groups like these
have been active in Arlington’s success and I
look forward to working with them in the
years to come.

I am a life-long Democrat. I’ve lived in
Arlington for 20 years with my wife Renee
and our 3 daughters.  I started a successful
small business, was my civic association’s
president, served on the Board of Directors
for the non-profit Doorways for Women and
Families, and advised the County Board as a
Planning and Transportation Commissioner.
I’m committed to honest, real community
engagement as we struggle with our transpor-
tation, school crowding, housing affordability,

and constrained land challenges.  I believe that
we are always smarter together and our
County Board leaves the community out at
its peril.

What’s at stake in this election is our
great place.  I believe that dismantling the
vision and policies adopted over the past 40
years under progressive Democratic leader-
ship would be a mistake. It’s time for us, work-
ing together, to build on them and define the
next chapters in Arlington’s story.

I ask for your vote on June 14.  See you
at the polls

cesses like these. I will also work to make it
easier for people to get around, including re-
alizing premium bus service on Columbia
Pike and throughout Arlington and the region.
In my years in office, I have built the rela-
tionships we need to improve regional transit
to help Arlington.

Many talented Arlingtonians want to par-
ticipate, but cannot through our traditional
ways of involvement. We need to try differ-
ent ways of connecting with them. This year,
the County Board started webcasting our work
sessions so residents can follow our work
without having to sit in repeated, long meet-
ings. This simple solution makes it easier for
everyone to participate. I will continue to push
for online tools that allow easy access to pub-
lic data so residents know what’s happening
and can provide feedback to us.

We need to make sure Arlington is a
place where it is easy for everyone to live and
work. This year, I supported dialogues to bring
people on different sides of issues together,
from Fire Station 8 to the Stratford school
driveway, to discuss options openly before
moving forward. Everyone can’t have their
preferred outcome, but the people involved

tell me that they feel like they are finally be-
ing heard and can contribute to the ultimate
decision. We still need a strategic plan to bring
all of our specific master plans together. Com-
ing up with an overall strategic plan will take
time and must include everyone; I look for-
ward to focusing on this process in my next
term.

Together with residents and businesses,
Arlington County government can be a force
for bringing out the best in our community. I
ask for your vote on June 14th to continue serv-
ing you to work to realize our full potential.
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By Senator Barbara Favola
On April 22, 2016, Governor Terry

McAuliffe issued an executive order restor-
ing the civil rights, including the voting rights,
of 206,000 Virginians convicted of felonies
who have done their time and have been re-
leased from supervised probation or parole.
Until the Governor’s action, Virginia was one
of only four states that striped away civil rights
for felony convictions with limited opportu-
nity for restoration.

Equally troubling was the fact that this
punitive holdover, in force since the Civil War,
disproportionately affected Virginia’s African-
American population, preventing more than
20 percent of the Commonwealth’s African-
Americans from voting.  I applaud Governor
McAuliffe for acting to ensure that this dis-

enfranchisement joins the poll tax and literacy
tests as unacceptable barriers to the civil rights
of all Virginians.

Unfortunately, the governor’s Executive
Order is now embroiled in partisan politics.
The Republicans, unable to argue the merits
of this civil rights restoration, are instead
claiming that the Governor does not have the
authority to issue a blanket restoration and
have filed a legal challenge.  But the facts do
not support their arguments.

First, the order only restores the rights
of individuals who are eligible as of April 22;
it does not create an on-going automatic rights
restoration as the Republicans claim. Going
forward, the governor will continue to review
eligibility and restore rights on an individual
basis. The order only restores civil rights: the
right to vote, serve on a jury, run for office,

Sen. Favola

and become a notary public.  It does not remove any convictions
from an individual’s criminal record or excuse an individual from
any court fees, fines or outstanding restitution owed by the indi-
vidual. The order does not impact any barrier crime laws in the
Virginia code, such as barriers to certain jobs (e.g., nursing or teach-
ing).

Virginia Republicans argue that Governor McAuliffe acted
outside his authority by restoring rights en masse. Here’s why they’re
wrong: Article V, Section 12, of the Virginia Constitution clearly
states that the governor, and the governor alone, has the authority
to restore someone’s rights. The Constitution does not say those
restoration powers are limited to an “individualized” review of re-
quests; it does not put a limit on how the governor can restore rights
nor does it list any criteria that the governor must follow.

The Virginia Republicans also claim that former felons would
now be able to serve on Virginia juries regardless of the subject of
the trial. They suggest that they would automatically sympathize
with the accused.  This is simply a red herring. Everyone knows
that jury selection is a thoughtful and deliberative process during
which both the judge as well as the attorneys can question prospec-
tive jurors and exclude those they do not think would be impartial.
This is a regular feature of the American jury system. Any chal-
lenges based on criminal history will be made and decided exactly
the same way as before.

A recent analysis from the governor’s office reveals that an
overwhelming number of those whose rights have been restored
committed nonviolent crimes and completed their sentences more
than a decade ago. Prior to his April 22 order, Governor McAuliffe
offered immediate restoration of rights to nonviolent felons and
imposed a three-year waiting period for any violent felons. Accord-
ing to the analysis, 93.4 percent of individuals covered by the order
would have been qualified before April 22.

Nationwide, restoration of voting rights is an issue that has
drawn support from both Democrats and Republicans as a way to
improve reintegration of prisoners into society. I applaud Gover-
nor McAuliffe for leading the fight on the restoration of voting
rights.

GOP launches felonious assault on felons

COUNTING — This table shows the turnout for
all the caucuses, also called “firehouse primaries,”
in the 21st Century plus some major ones from the
20th Century.

CA

Barbara Kanninen
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Voting is on the third floor of the County
Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, in the
Registrar’s Office.

The hours are Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Plus there will be voting
Saturday, June 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Note that there is no early voting on the
Monday before the Tuesday primary as the
staff will be busy setting up the voting equip-
ment in all 52 precincts.

If you want to wait until Election Day,
remember this is a primary run by the state
and your polling place is the same one you
use in November.  This is not a caucus, run
by the party, such as we had a few weeks ago
for School Board.

ACDC urges everyone who can to vote
early.  First of all, it’s convenient because you
pick the day.  But also it avoids the embar-
rassment of forgetting Election Day.  Every
year, we hear from people on the day after an
election asking when Election Day is.

When there’s a presidential election in
the offing, there are television stations and
newspaper headlines screaming in advance.
But before a primary with only a local County
Board seat up like this year, there is no scream-
ing factor and many people wake up Tuesday
morning assuming it’s business as usual.

Others miss voting on Election Day be-

cause they have a crunch at the office, were
called out of town or wake up ill.  All that’s
avoided by voting early.

Don’t forget to bring a photo ID.  That is
now required by Virginia state law both for
early voting and on regular Election Day.

The law sets out 15 different reasons that
make you eligible to vote early.  Don’t get
lost in the weeds of whether you are awaiting
trial, on jury duty or working and commuting
11 of the 13 hours the polls are open.

Just check one box if you work outside
Arlington or another box if you think you will
be absent for any period on Election Day on
personal business, such as having lunch in Old
Towne or buying flowers in Merrifield.  The
clerks at the desk will point out the box for
you to check.

The application form takes 30 seconds
to fill out and then you vote by filling in a
paper ballot—just like in the olden days of
the 20th Century!—but then inserting the pa-
per ballot into one of the county’s brand-new
scanners that count the votes.

You can also vote by mail if you pre-
fer—and don’t forget any kids away at col-
lege.  An application for a mail-in ballot can
be obtained on the County webpage at:
http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee/absentee-
voting-ballot-application/.  The deadline by
which the application must be received by the
County is COB, Tuesday, June 7.

The U.S. Supreme Court has unani-
mously rejected an effort by Virginia Repub-
lican congressmen to stop the redrawing of
congressional district boundaries that has
changed a solidly GOP district into a com-
petitive one.

The court did not, however, decide the
case on its merits and rule the old district lines
were illegal gerrymandering that crammed a
huge number of African-Americans into a
single Virginia district to stop them from hav-
ing political influence in other districts.  In-
stead, the court rejected the case 8-0 on the
narrowest of grounds, ruling the three GOP
congressmen who brought the case lacked
legal “standing” to file the case.

The Supreme Court, said many commen-

tators, punted.
But the outcome means the November

election will be held within the new district
boundaries, redrawn by a lower court, that
give Democrats a fighting chance to win a
fourth congressional seat in the state.

Justice Stephen G. Breyer, who wrote the
unanimous opinion, in effect charged one
GOP congressman with shooting himself in
the foot.  The district that has been made more
competitive by shifting more African-Ameri-
can voters into it is the Fourth District, repre-
sented by Rep. J. Randy Forbes, who is in-
stead running in the more GOP-friendly Sec-
ond District, from which Republican Rep.
Scott Rigell is retiring.  Forbes told the court
he will stay in the second district regardless

of how the court ruled.
Breyer wrote, “Given this change, this

court does not see how any injury that Forbes
might have suffered is likely to be redressed
by a favorable judicial decision.  Regardless
of whether Forbes had standing [to sue] at the
time he first intervened, he does not have
standing now.”  Zing!

As for the two other GOP congressman
who joined the suit. Reps. Robert J. Wittman
and Dave Brat, their districts were impacted
only marginally.  Breyer wrote they “have not
identified any record evidence to support their
allegation that the redistricting plan has
harmed their prospects of re-election.”

But the decision didn’t say they would
win the suit if they could show the new map
hurt their re-election chances, only that this
would have given them standing to argue the
merits of their case.

Forbes’ old 4th District is now very dif-
ferent.  Within its old boundaries, President
Obama won 48.8 percent of the vote in 2012.
Within the new boundaries, Obama won 60.9
percent of the vote.  The African-American
proportion of the district’s population has
risen from 31 percent to 41 percent.

The old Third District, represented by
Virginia’s only black congressman Demo-
cratic Rep. Bobby Scott, used to hop, skip and
jump back and forth across the James River
from Norfolk to Richmond picking up ma-
jority black neighborhoods all along the way.
That district is now all in the Hampton Roads
area.  It is no longer majority black, its Afri-
can-American population being cut from 56
percent to 45 percent.  Scott has said he has
no complaint.

Rare primary this year
should not be forgotten

Scotus kills GOP appeal on gerrymander

The Second Saturday Breakfast returns
to the second Saturday this month with a pro-
gram coinciding with LBGT Pride Month.

The special guests on June 11 will be
County Board Vice Chair Jay Fisette, State
Senator Adam Ebbin and Del. Mark Levine.

The breakfast starts at 8:30 a.m. at the
Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.  And please
remember to bring cash to settle up the bill at
the end.

2nd Saturday
Breakfast homes
on LGBT issues


