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There’s no need to wait an entire month to vote
for Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine.  You can cast
your vote right now.  And ACDC urges everyone to
cast your ballot early.

First of all, it’s convenient because you pick
the day.  And you avoid the huge lines that are seen
every presidential year.  But many miss voting on
Election Day because they have a crunch at the of-
fice, were called out of town or wake up ill.  All
that’s avoided by voting before Election Day.

The technical term is “in-person absentee vot-
ing,” but it just means voting in the weeks before
actual Election Day.

Voting is in the lobby of the County Building,
2100 Clarendon Blvd.  And this year there are two
other locations, in north and south Arlington, to
make early voting even easier.

Note that there is no voting on the Monday
before the Tuesday Election Day as the staff will be
busy setting up the voting equipment in all of
Arlington’s precincts.

The law sets out 19 different reasons that make
you eligible to vote before Election Day.  Don’t get
lost in the weeds of whether you are awaiting trial,
on jury duty or working and commuting 11 of the
13 hours the polls are open.

Just check one box if you work outside Ar-
lington or another box if you think you will be ab-
sent for any period on Election Day on personal
business, such as having lunch in Old Town or buy-
ing flowers in Merrifield.  The clerks at the desk
will point out the box for you to check.

Don’t forget to bring a photo ID.  That is now

Two polls taken in Virginia in mid-September
both show the presidential race tightening.

Hillary Clinton still leads in both polls, but her
margin has been halved, since the two pollsters’
surveys taken in August.

The polls are by Quinnipiac University and
Roanoke College.  They are almost identical in the
outcome.  Here are the September results:

Qu Ro
Clinton 45 44
Trump 39 37
Johnson   8   8
Stein   1   1

Unsure   6   9
In the Quinnipiac poll, Clinton leads by 6 per-

centage points, half her lead of 11 points in
Quinnipiac’s August poll.  In the Roanoke poll,
Hillary leads by 7 points, half her lead of 16 points
in Roanoke’s August poll.

The Clinton forces canceled a Virginia televi-
sion advertising buy in August, while the Trump camp
recently bought up $2 million worth of TV time.

The Trump ad, running in nine battleground
states, asserts that a Trump presidency would boost
the economy while under a Clinton presidency “the
middle class gets crushed.”

required by Virginia state law.
The application form takes 30 seconds to fill

out and then you vote by filling in a paper ballot—
just like in the olden days of the 20th Century!—but
then inserting the paper ballot into one of the
county’s brand-new scanners that count the votes.

You can also vote by mail if you prefer—and
don’t forget any kids away at college.  An applica-
tion for a mail-in ballot can be obtained on the
County webpage at:
http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee/absentee-voting-
ballot-application/

The three locations for voting early this year
are:
• In the lobby of the County Building at Court-
house Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Blvd.
• Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th

Street S.
• Madison Community Center, 3829 N. Stafford
St.

Voting is available at Courthouse Plaza ev-
ery weekday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  It started Sept.
23 and continues through Nov. 4, which is the Fri-
day before Election Day, plus every Saturday to Nov.
5 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Beginning Oct. 24, Court-
house Plaza is also open until 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday.

Walter Reed and Madison are open every
Saturday from Oct. 15 to Nov. 5 from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., and, beginning Oct. 24, from 1-7 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday and Fridays 1-5 p.m.

For more specific information call 703-228-
3456 or visit http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee.

Polls show Virginia race tightens

Vote early and avoid the crush

Yes, Virginia, we have

found election fraud in

Virginia.  It’s spread all

over Page Eight!

Read all about
THIS Warner

shifting parties
and endorsing

Clinton/Kaine.
It’s on Page

Five.

See our
scandalous
photo of our
former
congressman
on Page Seven.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Hillary Clinton has been a champion for
children and families her entire life. From her
very first job as an advocate for the Children’s
Defense Fund in the 1970s to her acceptance
of the Democratic nomination in 2016 she put
children and families front and center. It is a
tragedy that the media, when not hyping
Donald Trump’s latest offensive publicity
stunt, is often chasing pseudo-scandals about
Clinton. This has left too many voters with
the false notion that she is untrustworthy. As
former New York Times Editor Jill Abramson
said, “Hillary Clinton is fundamentally hon-
est and trustworthy.” According to PolitiFact’s
ratings of presidential candidates since 2007
(see graph on page nine of this issue), Clinton
is more honest than all of them, except Presi-
dent Obama.

Unfortunately, a sharp quote and
PolitiFact ratings are unlikely to change many
minds. However, a good story sometimes
does. And Hillary Clinton has a great story.
We should trust her, not just because people
who know her best do, but also because she
has been fighting for children and families for
decades.

After her first job with the Children’s De-
fense Fund, she co-founded Arkansas Advo-
cates for Children and Families. When she
became first lady of Arkansas, she did not give
up her professional career, but embraced the
role of a working mom. Furthermore, she
headed two state committees on education and
healthcare. In one of those roles, she helped
create Home Instruction for Parents of Pre-
school Youngsters for kids where they have
no pre-k education programs. It became a
model program for 26 other states that adopted
similar programs helping thousands of fami-
lies.

As First Lady of the United States,
Hillary was trailblazing. She took on the fun-
damental challenge of national healthcare and
ran into a wall of Republican obstruction. But
she didn’t give up. Hillary focused on what
she always has—children. She helped create
the Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP), still serving eight million children
today. And she took her advocacy to the glo-
bal stage. In China, against the wishes of some
White House advisors, she gave a radical
speech stating that “Human rights are

women’s rights and women’s rights are hu-
man rights.”

As a U.S. senator, she played an instru-
mental role in securing $20 billion to help
New York recover from September 11 and
helping first responders get needed health
benefits. Hillary helped expand health care
for National Guard and Reserve troops. She
worked to expand broadband to schools and
colleges in rural, upstate New York.

As secretary of state, Hillary helped en-
act policies to make the promise of her UN
Address a reality. She fought human traffick-
ing and empowering women and children
across the world. She stepped up for the rights
of the LGBT community, pushing for full
equality. In all 112 countries she visited, she
ensured equality for all was a commitment
among world leaders. She also helped nego-
tiate a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas.

Hillary Clinton is truly an outstanding,
public servant who has always stayed true to
her core beliefs. She weathered decades of Re-
publican deceptive attacks, and keeps on
fighting for the most vulnerable people. As
she says, “Advocating for children and fami-
lies has been the cause of my life, starting with
my first job as a young attorney at the
Children’s Defense Fund, and, if I have the
honor of serving as president, it will be the
driving mission of my administration.”

Why I trust Hillary Clinton

The last Second Saturday Breakfast be-
fore Election Day will feature School Board
candidate Nancy Van Dorn and Hillary
Clinton surrogate Allida Black.

Eat well to store up some energy for a
post-breakfast Giant Canvass of neighbor-
hoods around Shirlington.  To volunteer for
the canvass, contact Kim Egonmwan, the
Clinton/Kaine field organizer here, at
kegonmwan@vavictory2016.org or 312-498-
5840.

The Second Saturday Breakfast will kick
off at 8:30 a.m., Saturday, October 8, at the
usual spot—the Busboys and Poets in
Shirlington.  And, as usual, please bring cash
to settle up the bill.

From the School
House to the White
House over breakfast
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, October 5, 7 p.m.

Bumper sticker
 of the month

Our meeting comes with 33 days left to go before
Election Day and will be devoted to Campaign Stations
where we will:
• Stuff envelopes for a mailing to absentee voters.
• Receive training in working Metro stations to en-
courage voters to vote before Election Day and thus re-
duce the lines at the polls.
• Sign up for shifts to staff Democratic tables at
Farmers Markets.
• Make volunteer recruitment calls.

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson

Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

A Democratic delegate has proposed leg-
islation to drop Virginia’s party primaries,
shifting to an open primary system where
Republicans, Democrats and others all run in
a single primary with the top two finishers
moving on to the November ballot.

Used in California and three other states,
this sometimes means two Republicans or two
Democrats face off against one another in
November.

The point is to counter at least some of
the impact of partisan district lines and to drive
more candidates to the middle ground and
away from the extremes.

Primaries tend to draw the most ideo-
logically committed voters.  Candidates,
therefore, have to appeal to the more extrem-
ist voters in their party in an effort to win.  In
the last decade, this has been most noticeable
in the Republican Party where the Tea Party
has used the primaries to dominate in dozens
of districts.

In the single primary system, even in a
heavily GOP district, the GOP candidates will
need to appeal to Democratic voters to emerge
victorious in the primary.

Last year in Virginia, all 122 incumbent
Virginia legislators who ran for re-election
won their races.  Only rarely was there com-

petition in either the primaries or the general
election.

Democratic Del. Sam Rasoul of Roanoke
has drafted a constitutional amendment to in-
stitute top-two primaries across the state.

“We want to ensure that we have a much
more democratic process,” Rasoul said.

“And this would have more competitive
elections, but, more importantly, would en-
courage legislators to listen to the majority of
their constituents as opposed to the liberal and
conservative fringes.”

The top-two primary system would only
apply to state elections and not presidential
primaries.

Rasoul’s HJ 541 aims to replicate open

primary systems in place in California, Loui-
siana, Nebraska and Washington. Legislators
in 10 other states have introduced similar bills,
according to openprimaries.org.

Proponents of top-two primaries argue
the system creates more competition in pre-
dominantly Republican or Democratic dis-
tricts.

Critics of the system argue this some-
times pits two candidates of the same party
against each other and makes it harder for
candidates from smaller parties to advance
to the general election.  However, since World
War II only six members of the House of
Representatives have not been either Repub-
licans or Democrats.

Rasoul introduced a similar bill last year,
which did not emerge from the Privileges and
Elections Committee.

In Virginia, proposed constitutional
amendments require majority votes in both
chambers in two successive sessions of the
General Assembly separated by an election
before an amendment may be placed on the
general election ballot.

Shift to one
primary for
all proposed
for Virginia
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We sprung a leak:   It couldn’t have come at a worse time.  With the campaign in
high gear, volunteers arrived at HQ to find a flood—on the sixth floor.  A pipe
leaking in an adjoining office suite funneled water into ACDC.  A big annoy-
ance—but no serious damage.  The facing of the cabinet through which the water
entered ACDC was ruined, and the carpeting felt like a squeegee.  That was dried
with a lot of fans. And before long, everyone was back at work.

At the big event:   Allida Black, Hillary supporter extraordinaire, was among those
invited to Hofstra University in New York to watch the first debate in person. 

Moving Up 1:   Adam Parkhomenko, whom old-timers in Arlington will remember
as the young fellow enthusiastically backing Hillary Clinton in 2007, is now an
experienced pol and was recently named as the national field director of the
Democratic National Committee by DNC Chair Donna Brazile.  “Won’t let you
down,” he posted on Facebook.  “Let’s win this.”

Moving Up 2:   Ian Redman, who has managed some political campaigns here in
Arlington and is now vice chair of Precinct Ops, has seen a change in his daytime
job.  He was recently named to handle communications and development for a
non-profit named Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE).  It focuses on
teaching students and young adults how to make credit and financial decisions,
especially when it comes to credit cards and student loans.

Is salmon red meat?   Veteran Dems Charley Conrad and Dan Steen are uniting
with former Arlingtonian and now Falls Church Democratic Committee Chair
Peg Willingham to chair the 2016 Kennedy-King Dinner October 20.  The dinner
will feature His Excellency the Governor, Terry McAuliffe, and our Congress-
man Don Beyer. The dinner, sponsored by the 8th District Democratic Commit-
tee, will again return to the Doubletree at 300 Army Navy Drive in Crystal City.
Dan and Charley promise salmon on the plates and red meat on the dais.

Censorship:   Graham Weinschenk, president of the Yorktown High School Young
Democrats, returned from the July Democratic Convention in Philadelphia to run
into a political buzz saw at school.   It seems the Yorktown YDs produced a
promotional video to air on the school’s morning televised announcements, called
The Dailies.  The video was designed to encourage participation in the YD club.
It included clips of leaders back to FDR along with the now famous and unedited
clip of Donald Trump mocking a disabled reporter in a speech.  The teacher who
oversees The Dailies vetoed the video.  Weinschenk protested—and was joined by
one of the leaders of the school’s Republican club.  Both argued that both clubs
should be allowed to air any video promoting political engagement by teens.  The
teacher overseeing The Dailies didn’t alter his position, but allowed both clubs to
post announcements without video.  Weinschenk said, “I believe that The Dailies
should air our promotional video and any promotional video that the Yorktown
Teenage Republicans create.  At a time when there’s a common opinion that
teenagers are inactive civically or politically, it is important to encourage teenage
engagement.”

Trump truthiness:   On a recent visit to Virginia to campaign (and advertise his
winery and golf course), Donald Trump lambasted Tim Kaine’s term as governor,
saying he “oversaw a huge increase in illegal immigration, a tremendous in-
crease.”  PolitiFact looked into that and rated it just plain “False,” saying stats
show illegal immigration into Virginia remained level before, during and after
Kaine’s 2006-10 term.

The special guest speaker for the
2016 Golden Gala will be Amanda Renteria,
National Political Director of the Hillary for
America campaign.

The 2016 Golden Gala will take place
Saturday, October 15, at the Crystal Gateway
Condominium, 1300 Crystal Drive, in the
Party Room on the main floor.

The first Latina chief of staff for a U.S.
senator, Ms. Renteria is now working to en-
sure another “first”: the election of our first
woman President, Hillary Clinton.  She will
share insights from the campaign trail and the
strategy for ensuring success in these last few
weeks before Election Day.

The Golden Gala also will feature live
music, tantalizing hors d’oeuvres, and a gen-
erous bar.  This is an evening definitely not
to be missed.

Gold Card holders are invited to attend
a VIP cocktail reception with Ms. Renteria
at 6:00 p.m., prior to the start of
the Golden Gala at 7 p.m.  Don’t have a Gold
Card? You still have an opportunity to attend.
Both the Golden Gala and VIP cocktail recep-
tion will take place at the Crystal Gateway
Condominium, thanks to the generous hospi-
tality of event co-host Sally Cooper.
Golden Gala, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Standard: $125
Roosevelt: $100
YD: $75
Golden Gala + VIP Reception, 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Standard: $175
Roosevelt: $150
YD: $100

Golden Gala
will feature
Hillary staffer

RENTERIA
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Retired GOP Sen. John Warner appeared
on stage last week with Tim Kaine and en-
dorsed the Democratic Clinton/Kaine team for
election.

John Warner has bucked his party before,
but this is the first time the 89-year-old former
secretary of the navy and five-term senator
has endorsed Democrats for president and vice
president.

At a campaign event in Alexandria with
Kaine, Warner called Kaine “a man of unques-
tioned integrity.” He also talked about work-
ing with Clinton on the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, saying she always came
prepared and was firm but fair.

University of Virginia Center for Poli-
tics Director Larry Sabato said Warner’s sup-
port for Clinton will help win over some swing
voters, including members of the military and
suburban women.

“That’s a key swing vote in Hampton
Roads, and Hampton Roads is often the key
swing region in the state. So, I think it helps
there. But it also helps with those moderate
Republicans who would normally never con-
sider voting for Clinton, but simply don’t like
Donald Trump,” Sabato said.

Warner had previously endorsed Demo-
crat Mark Warner (no relation) to be his suc-
cessor in the Senate, instead of backing GOP
candidate Ed Gillespie in the 2014 race. And,
in Virginia’s 1994 U.S. Senate race, while
Warner was a U.S. senator, Warner refused to
support GOP nominee Oliver North and
backed the independent candidacy of J.
Marshall Coleman.

Kaine noted that his father-in-law,
Linwood Holton, Virginia’s first Republican
governor in the 20th Century, attended Wash-
ington and Lee University with John Warner.
The two have been friends for 70 years, a
friendship that survived their competition for
Virginia’s 1978 GOP U.S. Senate nomination.

“He’s been proud to be a member of the
GOP,” Kaine said, “but he’s always put coun-
try and commonwealth above anything else
— and especially on matters of national se-
curity.”

In endorsing the Clinton/Kaine ticket,
Warner underscored what he sees as Clinton’s
preparation to be commander-in-chief.

And he repeatedly alluded to Donald
Trump’s remarks about the military that he
considered disrespectful.  Warner said he feels
“distressed by some of the comments made
by some of the opponents of this ticket” re-
garding the status of the U.S. military.

“We have today the strongest military in

the world,” he said. While it might need mod-
ernization, “it is not in shambles.”

“No one should have the audacity to
stand up and degrade the Purple Heart, de-
grade military families or talk about the mili-
tary being in a state of disaster,” Warner said.
“That’s wrong.”

He added: “As I watched this race un-
fold, I said there comes a time when I’ve got
to stand up, even though I’m basically in re-
tirement, and assert my own views” to “those
people in my great state of Virginia” who are
struggling with the choice.

Warner, who served with Clinton on the
Armed Services Committee for six years, tes-

tified to her preparation and experience.
“She has always, throughout her life, pre-

pared, done her homework and studied,”
Warner said.

In questioning members of the military
at committee hearings, Clinton “was firm, but
fair and — underline — respectful,” Warner
said. “That’s one word that’s totally lacking
on the other side,” he said.

Warner said anyone who reviews
Clinton’s work on the Armed Services Com-
mittee would have a basis to conclude: “That
candidate is one that is fit and ready to lead
our great, free country and to lead the world
in the cause of freedom.”

JOHN Warner endorses Clinton/Kaine

BACKING — Vice Presidential Nominee Tim Kaine listens as
former Sen. John Warner endorses him and Hillary
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Here’s the latest presidential battle-
ground map, as devined by Larry Sabato of
the University of Virginia.

There are effectively 11 battleground
states, in his view, including Virrginia.

Three states—Nevada, North Carolina
and “hanging chad” Florida—are rated as
toossups.

Virginia and five other states are rated
as leaning Democratic, while Ohio and
Lousiana are cited as leaning Republican.

Even if you want to extend the battle-
field to include those states just rated as
“likely” to go R or D, you only add Minne-
sota (likely D) and Georgia and Arizona
(likely R) to the battleground mix.

The other 36 states—almost three-quar-
ters of the country—is seen as solid for one
party or the other.  As a result, the campaign
is largely passing them by.

Nebraska and Maine are striped becasue
they award two electoral votes to the state-
wide winner and the other electoral votes to
the winners of each congressional district.

One-fourth of country in election contest

Senate majority remains up for grabs
Democrats need to pick up four

Senate seats to take the majority in
that chamber—assuming Tim Kaine
becomes vice president with the tie-
breaking vote.  If he doesn’t, Dems
will need to pick up five seats.

According to the reading of po-
litical seismologist Larry Sabato, the
GOP senators in Wisconisn and Illi-
nois are likely to fall to their Dem
challengers.  That’s half the required
pickup.

The focus is then on four tossup
states—New Hampshire, Pennsylva-
nia and Indiana, where the Republi-
can incumbents are sweating it, plus
Nevada, where Democrat Harry Reid
is retiring and the open seat is very
competitive.

There are also possible Dem
pickups in Missouri, North Carolina
and Florida.

Note that not a single incumbent
Democratic senator running for re-
election faces any trouble with the
voters this year.
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Volunteers have been pouring in to sup-
port a multitude of campaign efforts, show-
ing an immense level of support for the Demo-
cratic ticket this year.

Volunteer coordinators have been working
overtime just to place all the volunteers—for ex-
ample, adding more tables and more locations
than originally planned to get more people regis-
tered to vote—a key ACDC initiative.

But there are still some areas where more
volunteers are needed.  Here are two where
you can help out.

1. Election Day Poll Greeting – We are
scheduling Poll Greeters in every precinct for
all hours that the polls are open on Election
Day—6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Poll Greeters hand out
the sample ballots. This is important because
the sample ballots describe and indicate the
Democratic position on the constitutional
amendments and bond issues. This keeps the
lines moving to insure that as many people
vote as possible.  We don’t want anyone to
weary and leave the line. Please contact Carol
Fontein at ckf7711@gmail.com if you can
be a Poll Greeter Nov. 8th. Please indicate
what time(s) you can work and which, if any,
precinct you prefer.

2. Encouraging folks to vote early –
This is a critical piece of our Get Out The Vote
efforts. We need people to hand out flyers at
Metro stops during the morning and evening
rush hours. Please contact Carol Fontein at
ckf7711@gmail.com if you can help.

Volunteers
needed!!!!!!!

Richmond candidate loses signature count
A federal judge has ruled that state law

requires a specific number of petition signa-
tures to get on the ballot and that means that
specific number—not seven fewer.

And that means Alan Schintzius is not
on the ballot for mayor of Richmond.  He had
filed suit, saying his constitutional rights were
violated when he was booted off the ballot
for that small discrepancy.

In Richmond, mayoral candidates are
required to collect 500 signatures from regis-
tered voters. Of those, 50 must be collected
in each of the city’s nine voter districts.
Schintzius collected more than 600 valid sig-
natures overall, but he was seven short in the
8th District and was disqualified by the city’s
Electoral Board.

The case was tried before U.S. District
Judge John A. Gibney Jr., who heard testi-
mony from Schintzius and J. Kirk Showalter,
the city’s general registrar, and arguments
from lawyers on both sides.

According to the Richmond Times-Dis-
patch, Schintzius testified he was surprised
when he was told June 22 that he had not
qualified. Eight others qualified for the bal-
lot. Schintzius appealed to the Electoral
Board.

Among other things, he complained that
information he received from officials on how
to fix things was confusing. “I just came up
empty-handed, broken-hearted and hopeful,”
he said.

Gibney ruled against him, saying his role

as judge was not to act as some sort of “super
electoral board” and decide who was quali-
fied to run for mayor and who was not. He
said he could not find that Schintzius’ rights
were violated and said the requirements for
making the ballot were not overly burden-
some.  “The rules were applied evenhandedly
here,” Gibney said.

The judge also noted Schintzius’ suit was
not filed until Aug. 23, eight weeks after the
June 30 Electoral Board hearing, and said of-
ficials have a legitimate interest in getting the
ballots printed by Sept. 23 and out to absen-
tee voters.  The trial was Sept. 15.

Gibney told Schintzius, “I’m very im-
pressed with you. ... I’m sorry you’re not on
the ballot.”

NUZZLE — Peg Hogan gets a thank you nuzzle from former Rep.
Jim Moran at the Gold Card event held to honor her for her de-
cades of volunteering at just about everything for ACDC.
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Yes, Virginia, there is election fraud!
Okay, The Voice has lied.  We have told

you these many months that voter fraud was
no problem—not here in Virginia, not across
the country.  But, last month a woman was
convicted down in Hampton Roads of elec-
tion fraud and fined $1,000.

But this wasn’t a matter of trying to im-
personate another voter in order to cast a bal-
lot.  A photo ID wouldn’t have stopped this
fraud.

Mary P. Taylor, 56, was found guilty in
General District Court in Hampton on the
misdemeanor charge of “communicating false
information to registered voters.”   Specifi-
cally, Taylor set up a website urging local
voters to cast their ballots for an incumbent
School Board member, Martha Mugler, on
May 10.  The election was May 3.

At trial, Judge Tonya Henderson-Stith
ruled this was not a typo but an effort to keep
votes away from Mugler, so Taylor got hit
with the $1,000 fine and was also sentenced
to 100 hours of community service.

Taylor — a longtime activist and critic
of the Hampton School Board — anony-
mously registered a website in the name of
one of the other candidates, Ann Stephens
Cherry, using the domain name
annstephenscherry.com.

The website purported to endorse
Mugler, with the site’s green and white color-
ing mimicking Mugler’s campaign materials.
But instead of Mugler’s red apple, Taylor’s
website featured a mostly-eaten apple with a
worm.

Though it was perfectly legal to register
the site in Cherry’s name and mock Mugler’s
apple logo, Judge Henderson-Stith found Tay-
lor broke state election law by telling those
looking at the site to vote a week after the
real May 3 voting date.

The gimmick did not work.  Mugler and
Cherry came in first and second among the
six candidates seeking four seats on the School
Board.  The election was non-partisan.  The
parties do not endorse candidates for School
Board in Hamption.

Cherry and Mugler both testified at the
trial.  Cherry said the use of her name on the
website “impugned my integrity” by making
people think she was behind it.

The Hampton Police Division began an
investigation in March, soon after Mugler
complained to the voter registrar’s office.  In
late May, after the election, Hampton Detec-
tive Brandt Hess got the results from a search
warrant on the GoDaddy website registration
service. That showed the site was in Taylor’s

name.
According to the Daily Press in Hamp-

ton Roads, Detective Hess testified that when
he interviewed Taylor, she first told him she
posted the ad “because I can,” and that “she
could do it because it’s not illegal,” given that
she wasn’t running.  She also told Hess, he
testified, that she “wasn’t trying to interfere
with other people’s rights.”

In her testimony, Taylor said she didn’t
support either Cherry or Mugler.  Taylor and
her lawyer, Assistant Hampton Public De-
fender Anthony Balady, asserted that the fake
ad was mere political satire, a “cartoon” with
no intent to mislead — and no proof that any-
one actually was.

Taylor said she thought voters would see
the sarcasm in Cherry recommending Mugler
to the board, since the two aren’t known as
being close.

It’s an old political joke,
Balady added, “that you give your
opponent’s supporters the wrong
date.”

Taylor said, “I thought it
would draw people in to vote and
would generate interest in the elec-
tion.” After the election — and the
day after she was charged with
misleading voters — she issued an
apology on the website.

Virginia’s voter fraud statute,
Balady said, wasn’t designed to
outlaw political satire, but such

things as voters being sent incorrect voting
dates on “official-looking” paperwork.

The statute, he asserted, is “overly
broad” and violates Taylor’s free speech rights
under the First Amendment. “Perhaps that’s
how they do it in Iran, but that’s not how we
do it here,” Balady said.

But the outside prosecutor, Gloucester
Deputy Commonwealth’s Attorney Megan C.
Zwisohn, said the law was grounded in inci-
dents of voter suppression in the United
States. And she said Taylor’s intent was to
mislead voters.

Judge Henderson-Stith found Taylor
guilty. Zwisohn and Balady both recom-
mended community service in lieu of jail time,
which the judge agreed to.

Taylor said she was unhappy with the
verdict and would appeal.

OOOOPS! — This is what a campaign website in Hampton Roads
showed last spring, with a slight ooops for the election date.  Also,
check out that strange apple for the teacher.

Hampton is at the tip of the peninsula,
just across the James River from Norfolk.
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A total of 15,018 letters soliciting con-
tributions for our annual Dollars for Demo-
crats campaign were dropped in the mail Sep-
tember 8, the day after the last ACDC meet-
ing.

More than 60 volunteers at that meeting
stuck postage stamps and return address la-
bels on those 15,018 envelopes.  Earlier, 46
volunteers had hand-addressed those 15,018
envelopes.  They were stuffed and sealed by
machine.

Contributions are now flooding into
ACDC headquarters so fast that our tabula-
tors are still behind in opening all the mail
and recording all the contributions.

The local record for $4Dems was estab-
lished in the last presidential campaign when
$40,150 was contributed for the Obama re-
election effort.

NO LICKING REQUIRED — Dems focused on getting postage
stamps and return address labels on more than 15,000 envelopes.

Dems stamp out
$4Dems mailing

Donald Trump and the unlamented
former Congresswoman Michele Bachmann
walk away with the prize for Biggest Liars in
the last three presidential races.

The chart at left was compiled by
PolitiFact to show the truthfulness of the 20
major candidates who sought the presidency
in 2008, 2012 and 2016.

It is worth pointing out that the three
Democrats on this list ranked as most truth-
ful (Barack Obama), second most truthful
(Hillary Clinton) and fourth most truthful
(Bernie Sanders).

In other words, there is a remarkable ten-
dency among the Democrats to adhere to the
truth, while Republicans—at least those seek-
ing the White House—show a distinct pref-
erence for compromising on the facts.

Presidential
candidates
compared
on their
truthfulness


