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It was the best of times;
it was the worst of times

Kaine to run again for Senate
Sen. Tim Kaine has announced he will run

for re-election in 2018 and will  not  be running for
president in 2020.

In an interview with The Virginian-Pilot, Kaine
said, “I want to be in the Senate for a long time.
I’ve learned about what I’m good at and, frankly,
where I think I can do the most good.”  Kaine said
his goal remains to follow in the footsteps of former
Virginia Sen. John Warner, who served 30 years in
the chamber.

Kaine said he doesn’t think the Executive
Branch of the federal government needs repairs, but
the Legislative Branch “needs a lot of fixing.”

Reflecting on the election campaign, he noted
that Hillary Clinton carried the state by a larger vote
margin than President Barack Obama in 2012.

When asked why they lost, Kaine commented
that Clinton faced a challenge as the first female
nominee from a major party and noted that Demo-
crats have only twice won the White House more
than two consecutive terms since the party’s found-
ing.  Those were the 12-year spell of Andrew Jack-

The election news was horrible nationally, but
very good in Virginia and in Arlington.

Arlington Dems had set a goal of producing a
margin of victory for Hillary Clinton of 50,000
votes, besting the 46,795 margin that Barack Obama
had in 2008 and his 49,028 margin in 2012.

Well, that proved to be too modest a goal, as
Arlington voters failed to give Donald Trump even
one-sixth of their votes and Hillary Clinton had an
astounding margin of victory of 71,830.

That proved that all the voter registration
drives, phone calls and all the door knocking of thou-
sands of volunteers paid off in the county.  Though,
as one wag observed, “It certainly helped to have a
goon on the ballot for the GOP.”

ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky said, “We will
fight anew for the values that Democrats represent.
We continue to believe our diversity is our strength,

bridges are better than walls, and lifting people up
is better than tearing them down. We should all take
pride in the historic candidacy of Hillary Clinton
and Tim Kaine and in the victories we achieved at
the local level.”

The vote also proved how important it is for
Arlington to pump out Democratic votes to offset
Republican voters elsewhere in the commonwealth.
The Arlington margin of victory represented more
than a third—33.9 percent for those who seek pre-
cision—of Clinton’s statewide margin of victory of
212,030.

In Arlington, the noteworthy statistic was that
almost one-third of the votes were cast before Elec-
tion Day—and they were overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic.  ACDC has been encouraging voters to
vote—early and not take a chance on missing out

son (1829-37) and Martin Van Buren (1837-41) and
the 20 year span of Franklin Roosevelt (1933-45)
and Harry Truman (1945-53).

“There are many, many other factors,” he said.
“I can’t be completely objective about them because
I’m in the middle of them.”

Kaine remains focused on defense, foreign
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

This has been one of the most difficult
losses I have ever experienced. The conse-
quences for climate change, health care, rais-
ing wages, and our diverse, inclusive  coun-
try could be devastating. I hope that I am
wrong and President Trump is not as bad as
his campaign made him seem, but we need to
prepare for tough times ahead. Democrats
must win as many elections as we can between
now and 2020 when we hopefully defeat
Trump. How do we do it?

The short answer is honing a better eco-
nomic message, revitalizing the 50-state strat-
egy and systematic grassroots organizing at
the state and local level. This is easy to say
and difficult to do, but in Arlington and Vir-
ginia we are already putting these strategies
into practice. They were crucial to our record
turnout and margin for Democrats in Arling-
ton and in Hillary Clinton winning Virginia
by a larger margin than President Obama won
in 2012. Across the country, however, we fell
woefully short.

First, the message that Hillary Clinton
was the most qualified candidate ever to run
for President and that Donald Trump is dan-

Onward!
gerously unqualified was great for northern
Virginia, and other economically dynamic re-
gions of the country. On the other hand, in
large swaths of the country that are struggling
with the forces of globalization and automa-
tion as well as addiction and suicide, the quali-
fied-candidate message simply didn’t reso-
nate. Trump ran as a racist, xenophobic
change-maker, and he found an audience.

There is a vigorous debate as to whether
economic anxiety or racist appeals made a
greater difference, but what can’t be argued
is that our economic message was drowned
out in the fusillade of malicious nonsense that
were emails, WikiLeaks and whatever outra-
geous latest thing Trump said. In 2012, we
were able to define Romney as part of the
problem for so many communities. In 2016,
Trump defined Clinton as part of the prob-
lem, and, despite winning the popular vote,
we lost the rust belt and therefore the elec-
toral vote. In 2017, we must ensure all work-
ing Virginians know which party is on their
side.

Second, President Obama has led a his-
torically accomplished administration of

which we can all be proud, but his legacy of
party building has left much to be desired.
Throughout 2010 and 2012, Organizing for
America was focused almost exclusively on
the President’s policy agenda and re-election
without supporting Democrats up and down
the ballot. The successful 50-state strategy
was abandoned after 2009. We must bring it
back. In every state, we need to be building
up state parties. In Virginia, we need a 134-
jurisdiction strategy to build up local parties
and recruit candidates in every city and
county.

Third, we must put the focus on
grassroots politics as opposed to heavy spend-
ing on television advertising. Once we have a
message and we have candidates for every
level of government, then we need to make
sure people hear it. Door-to-door canvassing
is among the best means to do this. It’s no
accident that Hillary Clinton won and we
picked up seats in Congress in Virginia, Ne-
vada and New Hampshire. These three states
have Democratic parties deeply and system-
atically invested in field offices, organizers
and volunteers. Had we been as invested in
Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, we
would be looking at President-elect Clinton.

Now we turn toward 2017, when we
will have pivotal elections for governor, lieu-
tenant governor, attorney general and all 100
House of Delegates members. Arlington
must lead the way for Virginia, and Virginia
must lead the way for the nation as the resis-
tance to President Trump grows from the
bottom up.

There were no surprises with turnout at
the November elections.  It was in keeping
with recent presidential elections.

Here are the statewide turnout percent-
ages for recent Virginia presidential elections:
2000 68.5%
2004 71.4%
2008 74.5%
2012 71.8%
2016 71.1%

These percentages are based on the turn-
out as a proportion of the total number of reg-
istrants, including those have not voted in re-
cent years and are listed as “inactive.”

Virginia turnout
held no surprises
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, December 7, 7 p.m.

Bumper sticker
 of the month

The December meeting will be our umpteenth annual
Holiday Party and first (and hopefully last)
Decompression Party.   Come and let it all hang out
by hanging out with fellow Dems.  Cry in your beer
(or wine or soda).

I voted with

the majority

Virginia elected a fourth Democrat to
Congress November 8, but failed in two other
major efforts to take seats.

The breakdown in January will be four
Democrats and seven Republicans, an imbal-
ance largely due to GOP gerrymandering.

In fact, the one new seat won this year
was won largely because the courts ordered
district boundaries redrawn due to gross po-
litical tampering.

The newly won 4th District seat contains
Richmond, Petersburg and environs.  The new
congressman is Donald McEachin, currently
a state senator from Richmond and chairman
of the Senate Democratic Caucus.  He de-
feated Henrico County Sheriff Mike Wade
with 57.73 percent of the vote to 42.04 per-
cent.

The GOP had stuffed African-American
precincts into the neighboring 3rd District,
which has been represented for years by Rep.
Bobby Scott, the sole African-American con-
gressman from Virginia until now.  The 3rd

District ran along the James River from Rich-
mond to Norfolk, hopscotching back and forth
across the river to pick up the most heavily
black neighborhoods.

Earlier this year, the courts ordered many
of those majority-black precincts shifted to
the 4th District, setting up a fairly easy win by
McEachin.

Scott, meanwhile, saw his monstrous
majorities cut back.  But it hardly mattered.
He won re-election with 66.70 percent, a hair
over two-thirds.

The bad news was failure to win either
the 10th District adjoining Arlington, or the 5th

District that occupies the middle of the state.
In the 10th District, LuAnn Bennett was

given a serious chance of ousting first-termer
Barbara Comstock.  A lot of money poured
into both sides of the race, including much
money from out of state.  But Comstock pre-
vailed with 52.69 percent to Bennett’s 46.92
percent.

The 5th District seat was considered
worth fighting for because it became vacant
when GOP Rep. Robert Hurt retired.  It was
viewed as an uphill battle, but Dem candidate
Jane Dittmar appeared to be doing well against
Republican Tom Garrett.  Dittmar had more
than doubled Garrett’s fund-raising by the last
reporting deadline of Sept. 30. But Garrett
prevailed with 58.24 percent of the vote to
Dittmar’s 41.58 percent.

If Dems had prevailed in both of those

districts, Democrats would have taken a 6-5
majority of the state congressional delegation.

The other two incumbent Democrats
won easily in Northern Virginia.  In the 8th

District, based inside the Beltway, Rep. Don
Beyer took 68.39 percent of the vote, while
in the 11th District based in Fairfax County
beyond the Beltway, Gerry Connolly faced
no opposition.  Connolly was the only con-
gressional candidate in Virginia not to draw
an opponent from the other major party, an
interesting development for a district that not
so long ago was a GOP stronghold.

In the five other districts, Republicans
all won easy election:   Ron Whitman in the
first District with 59.86 percent; Scott Taylor
(the only non-incumbent) in the 2nd District
with 61.33 percent; Bob Goodlatte, the most
senior Virginia congressman won with 66.63
percent in the 6th District; David Brat won in
the 7th District with 57.51 percent; and Mor-
gan Griffith won in the 9th District with 68.59
percent.

Virginia elects
4th Democrat
to US Congress

Rep.-elect
Donald
McEachin
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Hole in one:  Golf Digest has listed Cong. Don Beyer as one of the 150 best golfers
in the Washington Metro area.  Beyer mentioned this at the Warren Stambaugh
breakfast, adding that with a nod to his skills he started reading from the bottom
when he got the list.  He didn’t have to devote much time to the search as he was
148th.

How do you say whupped in Swedish:   Since Jason Rylander is ACDC communi-
cations director, it was natural that he got the task of debating a Trump supporter
on the air.  But this was a program in the old country on Swedish television!   We
couldn’t understand much of the debate (okay, any of the debate).  However,
afterward Jason said (in English) that his opponent “was straight out of the
O’Reilly playbook, but I handled him.”

Kudos for a life’s work:   Long-time activist and former precinct captain Stan
Karson got a shout-out from People For the American Way, of which Stan is a
founding member.  It noted that Stan has been working for progressive causes
going all the way back to work on the campaign trail for Adlai Stevenson and
including decades focused on corporate social responsibility—starting when no
one had ever heard of that!

Greetings from Wales:   Former Vice Chair for Precinct Ops Sonia Klein is back in
Wales where she is working to get the Labour Party ground game improving—
and voting absentee in Virginia.  She is a dual national and bi-coastal—i.e, East
Coast of US and West Coast of UK.  Days before E-Day, she emailed from
Wales, “Sending love and energy for GOTV this weekend from Wales. Wish I
could be with you.  Doing all we can with the Democrats Abroad effort.”  She
also adds,”“Dal ati!  Daliwch ati!  Hwyl am rwan/nawr,” which we agree with
entirely.

Words that ring:  Charlotte Cleary, long-time but now retired Arlington County
registrar, has found these words of wisdom written 96 years ago by H. L.
Mencken in the Baltimore Evening Sun of July 26, 1920: “As democracy is
perfected, the office of the President represents, more and more closely, the inner
soul of the people. On some great and glorious day, the plain folks of the land
will reach their heart’s desire at last and the White House will be occupied by a
downright fool and complete narcissistic moron.”

Intelligenceist:   Sen. Mark Warner has been named the senior Democrat and vice
chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, succeeding Diane Feinstein, who
becomes the ranking Democrat on the Judiciary Committee.  Warner, who was
governor from 2002 to 2006, entered the Senate in 2009.

Back to school:   Another former governor is the infamous Bob McDonnell, who
recently got a get-out-of-jail card from the courts.  He, too, has a new job now.
He will join the faculty at Regent University, whose founder and chancellor is
Pat Robertson.  McDonnell got his law degree at Regent, which is located in
Virginia Beach.  He will become a professor of government. He should have a lot
of interesting things to say in class.

Too cold for crackpots:   The Greeks elected a populist government and the Brits
voted for Brexit before the US went populist.  If you are looking to avoid the
populists, try Iceland.  The populist Pirate Party was expected to pull down 20
percent of the vote for Parliament in the balloting held a week before our
election.  But they ended up with 14 percent.

:

I’m as disappointed as anyone. We had
the opportunity to elect a candidate—the first
woman president—who would have brought
people together, created jobs, strengthened our
nation’s leadership across the globe, and
opened up ladders of opportunity for count-
less Americans.  It pains me to say that Hillary
Clinton is not going to be our next president.

I couldn’t have been more honored to
serve as her running mate. Anne and I did over
900 events in 40 states during the 105 days
we were on the campaign—105 days we will
always look back on with pride.

But this isn’t a time to give up. We need
to strengthen our resolve to fight against in-
justice, break the gridlock in Congress, and
use government to make people’s lives bet-
ter.  And I’m going to be enlisting the help of
each and every one of you to help make that
happen.

Part of what has always made America
great is that, no matter who you are or where
you come from, we all agree to respect the
same process. We choose our elected leaders
with ballots, not bullets and tanks.  So I want
to congratulate Donald Trump and Mike
Pence on their victory.

I traveled all across the country during
the course of this campaign. I visited red states
and blue states, urban communities and rural
ones, and spoke with individuals of every
creed and color who love this country and
want the best for it.

All of our elected officials owe it to the
citizens of this country to try to put this divi-
sive election behind us, and focus on the hard
work of making government work for our
people.  It all goes back to a very simple be-
lief: We need to do all the good we can and
serve one another. That is what I’m about. And
it’s why, in the Senate, I’m committed to
working with both parties and president-elect
Trump to find the common ground to move
our country forward.

I want to thank all of you who poured
your hearts, just as I did, into this campaign.
Every time you were asked to help, you de-
livered. Tuesday night was hard. But there is
important work ahead. We are still stronger
together. And together, we can help shape a
better future.

Post-election
statement
from Senator
Tim Kaine
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The SECOND Saturday Breakfast will
migrate to the FIRST Saturday in December.
Come December 3 for our mystery guest
speaker.  No, it’s not Santa Claus!

The doors will open at 8 a.m. at the usual
spot, Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.

Breakfast will be on 1st
Saturday in December

by virtue of becoming sick or called out of
town for a family emergency.  A total of 31.0
percent of all ballots this year were cast
early—and 82.7 percent of those votes went
to Clinton.  That made what is called the Cen-
tral Absentee Precinct—where early votes and
mail-in ballots were tabulated—the second
most Democratic precinct in the county.

The precinct with the highest Democratic
vote was Arlington Mill at 85.2 percent.  And
the lowest Democratic vote was in Madison,
which frequently goes Republican but this
time went “only” 59.5 percent for Clinton.

There is an important qualifier.  With so
many Arlingtonians voting early, the precinct
numbers do not mean a great deal since they

One-third vote early in Arlington

continued on next page

continued from page one

only include, on average, two-thirds of the
voters in that precinct.

Statewide, just 36 of the common-
wealth’s 133 jurisdictions gave Clinton a
majority of the vote.  Of the nine jurisdictions
that comprise Northern Virginia, ALL gave
Clinton a majority, as follows:

Arlington 75.83%
Alexandria 75.56%
Falls Church 75.02%
Fairfax City 64.43%
Fairfax County 61.25%
Manassas Park 61.24%
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The polls, they say, were all wrong.
But not all of them.
The final poll of the campaign in Vir-

ginia produced by the Wason Center for Pub-
lic Policy at Christopher Newport University
in Newport News on the day before the elec-
tion showed Hillary Clinton winning the state
by six percentage points.  She won by 5.32
percentage points.

The poll gave Clinton 48 percent to
Trump’s 42 percent.  The final figures were
49.75 for Clinton and 44.43 percent for
Trump.

Quinnipiac University in Connecticut
also polls in Virginia.  Its last poll was con-
ducted two weeks before the election and said
Clinton was “running away” with the elec-
tion in the commonwealth.

It showed Clinton at 50 percent, spot on
for her actual vote of 49.75.  But it showed
Trump with only 38 percent, well below his
actual of 44.43 percent.

Here is a tabulation of four other polls
completed a week before the election:
Clinton    Trump   Johnson  Spread
Public Policy Polling (D)

48 42 3 6
Remington Research (R)

46 44 4 2
Gravis Marketing (R)

47 42 4 5
Roanoke College

45 38 5 7
Actual

50 44 3 6
“Spread” refers to the difference between

the Clinton and Trump polling results.

Not all polls
were bad

continued on next page

continued from previous page

Pr. William 57.60%
Loudoun 55.06%
Manassas 54.66%

Note that the three inside-the-beltway
jurisdictions gave more than 75 percent to
Clinton, but then there was a drop of more
than 10 percentage points to the other six ju-
risdictions.

While Arlington led the region, it can-
not claim to be the most Democratic commu-
nity statewide.  Here are the eight jurisdic-

tions that gave more than two-thirds of their
votes to Clinton.
Petersburg 87.20%
Charlottesville 79.68%
Richmond 78.58%
Arlington 75.83%
Alexandria 75.56%
Falls Church 75.02%
Williamsburg 68.27%
Norfolk 68.39%

There were four counties that voted more
than 80 percent for Donald Trump.  All four
are in the southwestern corner of the state,
which is coal country.  That region, which once
had strong unions, was the Democratic bas-
tion of the state.  In the last two decades, since
the idea of a Democratic “war on coal” has
gained credence, that part of the state has be-
come the most Republican section.
Bland 81.97%
Tazewell 81.70%
Scott 81.66%
Lee 80.25%

Lee and Scott are the commonwealth’s
most western counties.

The demographics of the state have
changed stunningly in just a few years, with
Northern Virginia gaining population rapidly
and most of the newcomers being Democrats,
while the Southwest is losing population and
those remaining shift to the GOP.

Electorally, the change has come in the

21st Century.  In the second half of the 20th
Century, Virginia was safely Republican in
every election save that of 1964, the LBJ land-
slide.   In 2000, the state remained comfort-
ably GOP and the national parties didn’t
bother to campaign here.  The 2004 election
began the same way, but in late summer 2004,
the Kerry campaign noted a change and
pumped additional money into the state,
though Virginia stuck with the GOP in No-
vember.  But that election changed the per-
ception of Virginia as a Republican safe ha-
ven.

In 2008, the Obama campaign made a
major effort in Virginia and won a Democratic
majority in a presidential race for the first time
since 1964.  In 2012, it repeated that victory.
And in 2016, Clinton not only repeated but
expanded the Democratic margin of victory.

Nationally, Clinton led in the popular
vote count by 1,569,824 (as of November 19),

NoVa jurisdictions all go for Clinton

Actual Electoral College vote                    232                                   290          16

       (Michigan still out)

Appalachia Votes
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The White House directly approached Moscow twice to try to deter it
from any efforts to finagle with the balloting Election Day.

David Ignatius of The Washington Post reported that the White House
sent a “hotline” message to Moscow October 31 warning against any cyber
meddling.  The fact the White House used a channel for emergency commu-
nications was part of the effort to make an impression on the Kremlin.

Ignatius said he was told that earlier President Obama personally called
Russian President Vladimir Putin to caution him against any disruptive tac-
tics.

Whether the approaches impressed Moscow is unknown, but nothing
happened Election Day.

More analysts have recently come around to the view that Moscow was
not interested in tampering with the returns but did want to raise concerns and
fears about the validity the voting process.

Director of National Intelligence James Clapper said Oct. 7 that senior
Russian officials had authorized earlier cyber attacks.  Those disrupted the
election preparations in Arizona and Illinois.

Russian cyber attackers
didn’t come out for vote

Clinton up nationally
by 1.5 million votes

continued on next page

continued from previous page

which is a 1.12 percentage point lead, an astounding lead for the declared
loser.  The difference in the Electoral College was the loss, compared to 2012,
of four rust belt Great Lakes states (Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania) plus Iowa and Florida.

As is common in presidential elections, there was a lot of talk about
third party candidates during the campaign, but their support largely evapo-
rated by Election Day.  Here are the third party percentages in Arlington, the
commonwealth and nationally.

Arl VA USA
Johnson-L 3.15 2.97 3.28
Stein-G 0.67 0.69 1.02
McMullin 2.14 1.36 0.41
Others 1.56 0.80 0.87
Total 7.52 5.82 5.58

Except for Evan McMullin, who offered himself as a parking place for
GOP voters rejecting Trump, the major third party candidates did even worse
in Virginia than nationally.  But McMullin’s 1.36 percent of the vote was
nowhere near enough to plug the 5.32 percentage point gap between Trump
and Clinton in Virginia.

Third parties on the whole proved substantially more attractive for Ar-
lington voters, especially McMullin—but not Jill Stein, the Green Party can-
didate.

Rep. Don Beyer cruised to re-election for a second term.  Of the 166
precincts in the 8th Congressional District, he only lost one—Westgate in
Fairfax County.

Some patterns emerge when you look at the election results by con-

gressional districts.  Shown below is a comparison of the percentages

received by Donald Trump this year (the red dots) and Mitt Romney in

2012.

In Northern Virginia, the move toward the Democratic Party accel-

erated, most noticeably in Don Beyer’s district.

The three reliably GOP districts grounded in surburban precincts around

Richmond and Hampton Roads trended slightly away from the GOP.

There was virtually no change in GOP performance in the black major-

ity 3rd District, while Trump slightly underperformed Romney in the 4th.

The three districts that include the most rural residents became

more red, particularly in the coalfields of the 9th District.
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It appears we won’t have many more Joe Morrissey stories to tell.
Morrissey came in third in the Richmond mayoral elections and his
political career may now be at an end.

You may recall Morrissey was a member of the House of Del-
egates who was convicted of having sex with a minor two years ago
and worked out a deal where he stayed in jail at night but got to go the
state capitol for legislative sessions in the daytime.

Recently, he married the woman he was convicted of having sex
with and they now have two children.

And he announced his candidacy for mayor of Richmond.  Polls
and political prognosticators said he had the best chance of winning in
a race with a ton of candidates.

Then he got caught sending our sample ballots showing him as
the anointed Demo-
cratic candidate for mayor running with
Hillary Clinton.  But there was no candi-
date anointed by Democrats.

     Next some of his supporters were
caught handing out a sample ballot labeled
as Republican that listed one of his Demo-
cratic opponents as running on the ticket
with Donald Trump.

    And late in the race, there were allega-
tions he had been sending lewd text mes-
sages

   When the votes were counted, Levar
Stoney, 34, who was secretary of the com-
monwealth under Gov. Terry McAuliffe,
came, in first with 36 percent followed by
Jack Berry with 34 percent and Morrissey
in distant third with 21 percent.

   The last published poll had shown
Morrissey in the lead with 20 percent, but
with 40 percent of the voters undecided.
They now appear to have decided against
Morrissey.STONEY

. . . mayor-elect
MORRISSEY
. . . third place

The troubling sample ballot

Mayoral race has phony sample ballot

continued from previous page

Here are Beyer’s votes by jurisdiction:
Arlington   83,333 70.53%
Alexandria   52,657 71.68%
Falls Church     5,614 73.45%
Fairfax County 105,049 65.07%
Total 246,653 68.39%

In the County Board race, the GOP nomi-
nated no one to challenge incumbent Libby
Garvey and she faced only token opposition
from perennial candidate Audrey Clement.
Garvey drew 70.8 percent of the votes.  Clem-
ent got 27.1 percent.  The last time Clement
ran against a Democratic incumbent with no

GOP candidate on the ballot was in 2013 when
she challenged Jay Fisette.  That year she got
31.2 percent, four percentage points better
than this year.  In 2013, fewer Democrats
voted than in the presidential years of 2012
or 2016. .

The two candidates for the two seats on
the School Board, Nancy Van Doren and
Tannia Talento, were both endorsed by
ACDC and faced no opposition.

All four bond issues passed with no ac-
tive opposition.  The lowest support for a bond
was 74.5 percent for community infrastruc-
ture.

The opposition to the bond issues was

only marginally higher than the 20.1 percent
opposition to the non-controversial constitu-
tional amendment to allow cities and coun-
ties to exempt the surviving spouses of pub-
lic safety officers killed in the line of duty
from property taxes.  No group of any promi-
nence opposed that amendment.  But state-
wide, it still drew 20.2 percent opposition.

The other proposed constitutional
amendment was the shocker of the statewide
election results.  It would have enshrined
Virginia’s 70-year-old state “right-to-work”
law in the Bill of Rights first drafted by
George Mason.  ACDC strongly urged oppo-

continued on page ten

Beyer only loses 1 of 166 precincts
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Just in case you are wondering, the worst
precinct in the state for Hillary Clinton is the
precinct that is exclusively the Liberty Uni-
versity campus in Lynchburg.  Clinton came
in third.

Although a number of students spoke out
before the election against university Presi-
dent Jerry Falwell jr. stumping for Trump, the
student body as a whole was fine with the
thrice-married candidate.

Trump won the precinct with 85.46 per-
cent of the vote.  Evan McMullin, the conser-
vative candidate running as a placeholder for
conservatives who couldn’t stand Trump,
came in a very distant second with 4.87 per-
cent.  Clinton was a little behind him with
4.37 percent, making Liberty U. the worst
precinct in the state for her.

The ballot was filled out with Libertar-
ian Gary Johnson at 4.27 percent, Green Party
candidate Jill Stein with 0.12 percent and
write-ins accounting for 0.90 percent.

The school made national news when a
group of students calling themselves Liberty
United Against Trump posted a document say-
ing not all Liberty students were Trump sup-
porters and protesting Falwell’s vocal support
for Trump, whom the protesters said hardly
met Liberty’s religious standards.

Liberty Univ. loves
The Donald

Percentage spread between
             Clinton and Trump
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sition and unions across the state fought to
defeat it, but few thought it stood a chance of
going down to defeat.

Yet it did.
Arlingtonians voted 62.5 percent against

the amendment.  Statewide, Virginians sur-
prised themselves by voting 53.6 percent
against the amendment.

The goal of the GOP proponents was to
make it harder to eliminate “right to work”
when Democrats win back a majority in the
General Assembly by requiring a further con-
stitutional amendment.

While the reasons for the stunning no
vote on the amendment were not entirely clear,
it did not appear to be a rejection of “right-to-
work” so much as a repudiation of the GOP
effort to make it part of the constitution.

Here are the full Arlington election re-
sults:

President
Hillary Clinton-D 92,016 75.83%
Donald Trump-R 20,186 16.64
Gary Johnson-L   3,827   3.15
Jill Stein-G      819   0.67
Evan McMullin-I   2,594   2.14
Write-ins   1,897   1.56

U.S. House of Representatives
Don Beyer-D 83,333 70.53%
Charles Hernick-R 30,063 25.45
Julio Garcia-I   4,508   3.82
Write-ins      241   0.20

County Board
Libby Garvey-D 72,577 70.81%
Audrey Clement-I 27,798 27.12
Write-ins   2,116   2.06

School Board
Nancy Van Doren 83,721 53.56%
Tannia Talento 68,746 43.98
Write-ins   3,854   2.47%

Const Amend: “Right to work”
Yes 43,004 37.49%
No 71,699 62.51

Const Amend: Real estate taxes
Yes 92,997 79.91%
No 23,379 20.09

Bond: Metro & Transportation
Yes 90,703 78.23%
No 25,244 21.77

Bond: Parks and Recreation
Yes 87,331 75.50%
No 28,344 24.50

Bond: Community Infrastructure
Yes 85,837 74.53%

policy and workforce issues, and said he’s
pleased Trump wants to end the automatic
budget cuts in military and domestic programs
know as sequestration. But whether lawmak-
ers and the incoming president can find the
hundreds of billions in new revenues or other
spending reductions to undo the cuts isn’t
clear, Kaine said. “It’s too early to tell,” he
said.

Kaine said he is “nervous” about
Trump’s unclear plans to deport millions of
people illegally in the U.S., and the president-
elect’s view that climate change is a hoax per-
petuated by the Chinese.  “I find that highly
frightening,” Kaine said.

Nonetheless, Kaine said, Trump must be
given room to lay out specific proposals rather
than campaign promises.  “I don’t think we
need to prejudge actions that he may take and
then opine about them.… He gets the ability
to say, ‘Okay, this is what we’re trying to do,’’
Kaine said.

But Kaine vows to continue loudly ob-
jecting to Trump naming Norfolk native Steve
Bannon as his chief White House strategist
and senior counselor.

“When your top appointment in the
White House – your principal adviser – is
somebody with ties to white nationalism and
anti-Semitism, that is exactly in my view what
a president should not do,” Kaine said.

“I don’t think that’s something that
should ever be normalized.… This is a very
big thing that is highly disturbing.… We’re
not going to allow anti-Semitism and white
nationalism to be normalized in the greatest
government in the world.”

Kaine said he learned something funda-
mental about himself during the grueling cam-
paign that took him and a phalanx of aides,
Secret Service agents and news reporters to

40 states in 105 days.
“I’m not into the titles and trappings,”

he said. “Flying around in a jet and having
security details and being in limos. It often
felt cool, but it never felt like me.”

It struck him, he said, on Nov. 9, when
the multicar detail of Secret Service agents
dropped him off at his Richmond home, end-
ing their tour with him.

“I wanted to shake everybody’s hand.
That was very emotional,” Kaine recalled.
“But when I was inside 15 minutes later – all
the cars had pulled away – I had an enormous
feeling of relief–… to just become a regular
citizen again.’’

It felt good “to go back to a neighbor-
hood where I could go to the bookstore and
nobody had to check it out before I walked
in. I could walk up to Stir Crazy and get a cup
of coffee.”

Kaine told The Washington Post he al-
ways thought there was a chance he and
Clinton could lose, but on election night, the
results from the conservative Richmond sub-
urb of Chesterfield, where Trump had a rela-
tively weak showing, convinced him that they
would win.

Kaine said he had felt an “interesting set
of emotions” once it became clear that Trump
was surging ahead in the Electoral College
count. Like much of the country, Kaine stayed
awake past midnight to await the final results.
Then he took a nap.

Late the next morning, he introduced
Clinton with hastily prepared notes scrawled
on a piece of hotel stationery. After the speech,
his wife, Anne Holton, kept the paper for their
children to cherish.

The William Faulkner quote he cited —
—“They kilt us, but they ain’t whupped us
yit” — was one he clung to when he lost dif-
ficult cases during his 17 years as a civil rights
lawyer.

No 29,339 25.47

Bond: Arlington Public Schools
Yes 92,158 79.49%
No 23,773 20.51
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Right-to-work amend. beaten statewide

Kaine is back at work
without Secret Service


