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Chance to take back State
Senate majority next week

Join the counter-inaugural
ACDC is inviting all Democrats to join fellow

Virginians for a positive Weekend of Action — co-
inciding with Inauguration Weekend — that will
provide opportunities for peaceful civic engagement
and political activism.

Civic-minded Virginians of all political views
are welcome, as are supporters from elsewhere.
Whether you participate in one event or the entire
weekend of activities, you will be one of many
working for a Commonsense Commonwealth. 

ACDC is pleased to present the following ac-
tivities, in cooperation with Together We Will, the
action arm of Pantsuit Nation, as well as the other
organizations.
Friday, January 20 — Poster Making Party

Join a festive evening of poster making! Post-
ers will be used by volunteers during the Women’s
March on Washington the next day. This is a great
activity for those interested in supporting the March
but who cannot participate due to health or sched-
uling reasons. Marchers also are welcome to make
their own posters!

Democrats can take back control of the State
Senate if we win both special elections for open seats
being held January 10.  ACDC is asking volunteers
to start off the New Year with a big push.  More on
that in a moment.

Both seats were vacated when the incumbent
state senators—one Democrat and one Republi-
can—won seats in Congress in November.

The Richmond area seat vacated by Democrat
Don McEachin is a near-sure win for Del. Jennifer
McClellan, since there is no Republican on the ballot.
The other seat is in the Lynchburg area and was held
by Republican Tom Garrett.  It is a real battleground.
A win there would split the Senate 20-20 with Lt. Gov.
Ralph Northam holding the tie-breaking vote.

Former Fluvanna County Sheriff Ryant Wash-
ington is the Democratic nominee for Virginia’s
22nd Senate District. He brings a career of public
service, including 24 years in law enforcement, to a

Saturday, January 21 — Women’s March on
Washington

Send a bold message to the new Administra-
tion on its first full day in office by joining
the Women’s March on Washington! Walk together
in solidarity with our partners and children for the
protection of our rights, our safety, our health, and
our families — recognizing that our vibrant and di-
verse communities are the strength of our Common-
wealth and our country. Volunteers may choose to
carry signs, shout through megaphones, walk in si-
lence as a member of The Bricksters, or otherwise
express their views in a peaceful manner. Posters,
megaphones, and BrickxBrick suits will be avail-
able to borrow (while supplies last).
Sunday, January 22 — Commonsense Common-
wealth Rally

Come together in fellowship with like-minded
Virginians committed to sustaining a Commonsense
Commonwealth through civic engagement and po-
litical activism. This uplifting event will feature

race that is likely to be determined by which party
can get the most supporters out to the polls on a
cold January Tuesday.

Make no mistake: this is a fundamentally Re-
publican district.  But a special election lowers turn-
out and makes Get Out The Vote efforts key.  Fur-
thermore, there is a third candidate on the ballot—
a conservative, Joseph Hines, who can only draw
votes away from GOP nominee Mark Peake.

When Ryant Washington overwhelmingly won
the Democratic nomination in an early-December
caucus, he pledged “common ground solutions” and
“common sense approaches to try to make a differ-
ence” for the residents of the district west of Rich-
mond, according to the Farmville Herald.

Washington promised a “boots on the ground”
campaign across the nine-jurisdiction district which
includes all or parts of the city of Lynchburg and
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

Democrats must be an effective, aggres-
sive opposition party to President-elect
Trump. When President Obama was elected
eight years ago with nearly 10 million more
votes than Senator McCain, in the face of the
worst economic crisis in 80 years, Republi-
cans settled on a strategy of total congres-
sional opposition to his agenda. When Presi-
dent Bush was elected 16 years ago, during a
time of peace and prosperity, while losing the
popular vote by 500,000 votes, dozens of
Democratic legislators voted for Bush’s tax
cuts and the war in Iraq. Now thata President-
elect Trump will take office while losing the
popular vote by nearly 3 million votes, what
will Democrats do?

Resist, organize, and try to win every
elected office we can through 2020. It’s clear
in politics that playing nice is dangerously
naive. People mostly view politics through the
prism of the presidency: if the president is
popular, his party performs well—and, if he
is unpopular, his party performs poorly. We
should not hurt people through legislative re-
sistance; therefore, the Republican tactic of
threatening a breach of the debt ceiling should

be off the table. On everything else, how-
ever—nominees and legislation—Democrats
should place holds, filibuster, and vote no.

Let’s make no mistake: Trump’s agenda
is frightening—repealing Obamacare, begin-
ning a new nuclear arms race; mass deporta-
tions; a Muslim travel-ban; stripping away
every regulation preventing runaway climate
change; and, of course, massive tax cuts for
billionaires. There’s no giving a president with
these plans a chance, especially one who got
a smaller percentage of the popular vote than
Mitt Romney.

Even on an issue where there would
seem to be symmetry between the parties, like
infrastructure spending, what Trump is pro-
posing would harm more than help the coun-
try. As Bernie Sanders put it, “Trump’s plan
to repair our infrastructure is a scam that gives
massive tax breaks to large companies and
billionaires.” Voting no is the principled and
politically advantageous position to take.

In 2004, when President Bush was re-
elected, he bragged about earning political
capital and intending to spend it on privatiz-
ing Social Security. Congress stopped him.

Democrats in the minority were united in re-
sistance, Republicans in the majority were
divided and Democrats won. Bush’s second
term agenda unraveled shortly thereafter.
Once again the specter of privatization of
Social Security and now Medicare along with
repeal of the Affordable Care Act haunts the
land. Democrats need to be united in resis-
tance to these privatization schemes.

Ironically, the Tea Party—formed in
large measure to fight the Affordable Care
Act—may show the best tactics to save So-
cial Security, Medicare and the Affordable
Care Act itself.

Several Democratic congressional staff-
ers created a guide (view it at:
www.indivisibleguide.com) to show how the
Tea Party was stunningly effective at grind-
ing the gears of Congress to a halt. In short,
we need to focus on members of Congress,
partner with other progressive groups, and
advocate resistance to Trump’s agenda
through attending town halls, district office
meetings/sit-ins, and coordinated calls.

We need our entire Virginia Congres-
sional Delegation to know the breadth and
depth of resistance to Trump. Arlington
Democrats have already initiated this process
by approving a resolution against the repeal
of the Affordable Care Act and Medicare. And
you can call Senator Warner’s office at 703-
442-0670 and Senator Kaine’s office at 703-
361-3192 and tell them to join us in resistance.

Finally, we need to win elections. In Vir-
ginia we have three special elections to the
General Assembly on January 10. If we win
both state senate races, we can flip control of
the Virginia Senate. Please join us for one our
Arlington Democratic phone banks into these
critical races. Full details are posted at
www.arlingtondemocrats.org

For the New Year, let’s resolve to resist
and to win.

Principled resistance to Trump
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, January 4, 7 p.m.

Poster
 of the month

The first ACDC meeting of 2017 will feature both some
looking back and some looking forward.  We will have
a presentation on who voted in Arlington this last No-
vember and then take a look forward with a preview
of the upcoming General Assembly elections.

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson

Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

Are you interested in running for a seat
on the Arlington County School Board?
ACDC will hold a Caucus to endorse a can-
didate in May.

Incumbent James Lander has an-
nounced he will be running for re-election.

The 15-pages of rules for the Caucus,
including how to file as a candidate, can be
found at http://www.arlingtondemocrats.org/
wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2017-ACDC-
School-Board-Caucus-Rules.pdf.

As is the usual ACDC practice, ACDC
will hold the Caucus on a weekend day and
on a weekday night to maximize the oppor-
tunity for all who wish to vote to turn out.
There is no absentee balloting.

The Caucus will be held Thursday, May
11, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Drew Model
School and all day Saturday, May 13, from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at
Washington-Lee High
School.

Two seats on the
School Board were up
this past November, but
just one seat will be up
this coming November.

Here’s the final outcome of the congres-
sional elections, with Democrats picking up
a net of six seats in the House and two in the
Senate.

Dems GOP
House

194 241
45% 55%

Senate
48 52

Final tally in
new Congress

School Bd
Caucus is
set for May

James
Lander
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On the mend (partly):   ACDC Kitchen Crew chief Kris McLaughlin thanks her
many ACDC friends for their support after her double disaster of Election
Day—suffering both a Trump victory and a broken ankle.  She is on the mend
(from the second albeit not the first) and was able to coordinate the Kitchen
Crew’s first event of 2017, the New Year’s potluck on January 2 at Jay Fisette’s
and Bob Rosen’s house.

Made partner:   Our immediate past chair of ACDC, Mike Lieberman, has been
named partner in his law firm of Crowell & Moring.  “Turns out 19 years of
school paid off after all,” he commented.  Wife Dara said, “Years of sleepless
nights paying off.”  She added, “Kids and I are so proud of him today and every
day, because he is a great lawyer but even better person.”

Roles in affordable housing:   Arlington’s Alliance for Housing Solutions
presented awards to several Arlington Dems for their efforts on behalf of
affordable housing in our unaffordable county, including Mary Hynes,
Kathryn Scruggs, Peg Hogan, John Grant and Matthew de Ferranti.

Sounds very good:   ACDC Communications Director Jason Rylander, one of the
few Arlington Dems who can carry a tune (and then some), was rehearsing
recently for a performance of Handel’s Messiah and posted a tape to
SoundCloud.  He swiftly got a warning about violating copyright by uploading
the work of English tenor Anthony Rolfe Johnson.  “I must be getting better,”
Jason responded.

Running for #2:   Adam Parkhomenko, 31, started out a dozen years ago as one
of ACDC’s youngest and ablest volunteers.  He soon made a national name for
himself championing the presidential candidacy of Hillary Clinton and becom-
ing DNC national field director in the fall campaign.  Adam has now an-
nounced his candidacy for vice chair of DNC in the upcoming party elections.
Adam has a strong social media presence and can count more than 100,000
Twitter followers.  Since the election, he’s the fellow who has been posting
photos of enthusiastic Hillary supporters who have bumped into her in post-
election life.

Brushing up on Tagalog:   Paul Holland, formerly ACDC communications
director, now vice chair of the county’s Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission
and always son of former State Senator Ed Holland, was selected as a delegate
to the Philippines and Myanmar for two weeks in mid-December by the
American Council of Young Political Leaders.

Look at this majority—wow!   Here’s another factoid to remember from the
November election as we move into the campaign for the General Assembly
next fall.  The GOP holds two-thirds of the seats in the House of Delegates,
helped by massive gerrymandering.  But in November, Hillary Clinton won 51
of those delegate districts.  It’s a thought to keep in mind as we get ready to
campaign.

Posthumous recognition:   We lost Tiffany Joslyn to a horrific traffic accident in
New England several months ago.  She was honored last month by Arlington
County with a posthumous award for her work on behalf of human rights.

President-elect Donald Trump’s
Charlottesville vineyard has applied for visas
to bring in six unskilled foreign workers to
prune vines, despite candidate Trump’s vocal
opposition to foreigners taking away Ameri-
can jobs.

Trump Vineyard Estates LLC filed
a request Dec. 2 with the Labor Department
for six H2 visas, which permit U.S. employ-
ers to hire foreigners for seasonal jobs.

The workers are needed to prune the
vines on the estate, the application said, and
they would be paid $10.72 per hour for a 40-
hour, six-day week. The jobs are expected to
last from January to June.

The Trump vineyard applied for 19 vi-
sas for temporary foreign workers in 2014,
2015 and last year, before the most recent re-
quest, according to federal records, The Wash-
ington Post reported. In addition, Trump has
sought to hire 513 foreign workers since
2013 for some of his other businesses, includ-
ing for his Palm Beach home and resort, Mar-
a-Lago.

During a campaign event in May, Trump
said of the winery, “I own it 100 percent, no
mortgage, no debt.”  But the winery’s
website says it is a registered trade name of
Eric Trump Wine Manufacturing LLC and is
“not owned, managed or affiliated with
Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization
or any of their affiliates.”  Eric Trump is one
of the sons of the president-elect.

The winery, the Post pointed out, is,
however, on land owned by Trump Vineyard
Estates LLC.  Donald Trump reported in his
campaign’s federally required financial dis-
closure statement in May 2016 that he was
president of that entity.

Trump wants
foreigners to
cut his vines

A
toast
to
me
and
mine
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The year 1964 was memorable. Congress
passed LBJ’s Civil Rights Act, the Economic
Opportunity Act (or’“War on Poverty”), and
the Tonkin Gulf Resolution. Ruth and
Herschel Kanter moved to Arlington. Ruth
worked in her first Arlington election.  And
she was soon working with Arlington’s Com-
munity Action Program (ACAP), Arlington’s
effort to implement the War on Poverty, in-
cluding Headstart.

When Ruth Kanter died May 11 at age
88, after a13-year battle with Parkinson’s, her
husband, Herschel, set the celebration for af-
ter the election. “Ruth would never have for-
given me if I had this in the middle of an elec-
tion campaign,” he said. On November 18,
more than 150 friends, family and col-
leagues—those who knew her and those who
wished they had—celebrated Ruth’s life at the
Unitarian Church.

Hugs, laughs, stories, nods. Familiar
faces. Great food from Nam Viet and Leba-
nese Taverna and folk music by Joe Uehlein.
Serious talks of the past and future. And in-
spiration.  Her sons and grandchildren, clearly
moved, called the turnout “overwhelming.”
Delphine Roberts, Ruth’s friend and caregiver
during her years of illness, said Ruth faced

these painful chal-
lenges with the en-
ergy and commit-
ment she brought to
everything. “With
each new challenge,
we never quit.”

M e m o r i e s
spilled over from
folks such as Jean
Barton, Dave Bell,
Don Beyer,
Charlene Bickford,
Leslie Byrne, Char-
lotte Cleary, Judy
Connally, Karen
Darner, Adam
Ebbin, Madi Green,
Janet Howell,
Alfonso Lopez,
Dick Saslaw, Walter

Tejada, Chris Zimmerman.
“Ruth epitomized the Arlington commu-

nity she worked to build and preserve,” said
former County Board Member John Milliken,
“electing to public office people who shared
those ideals, [beginning with] Joe Fisher, Joe
Wholey and Ellen Bozman.

Former Commonwealth’s Attorney
Helen Fahey remembered the 1986 day that
then Commissioner of Revenue Gerri Whit-
ing and Ruth, Gerri’s deputy, urged Fahey to
run for commonwealth’s attorney. “Ruth had
more confidence in me [a first-time candidate]
than I did!” Ruth thought it important for
women to see they could be successful. Bill
Newman recalled Ruth’s support for his suc-
cessful underdog 1987 campaign for the
Democratic County Board nomination.

“When I was 7 years old,” said son Nils,
“she was describing to me housing discrimi-
nation.” Sons Matthew and Nils recalled a
Berkeley pancake breakfast raising funds for
the Freedom Riders.

Former Congressman Jim Moran shared
a Bobby Kennedy quote that reminded him
of Ruth:  “Disaster is our destiny, unless we
reinstall the moral idealism which had guided
this nation during its history. The paramount
interest in oneself—for money, for material
goods, for security—must be replaced by an
interest in one another, an actual, not just a
vocal, interest, but a true desire ... to serve
our community, our schools, our nation.... So
if we are uneasy about our country today,...
[it is because] we know that our happiness
will come not from the goods we have but

from the good we do together.”
Karen Ivey Monaco, great great grand-

daughter of Robert Whiting, a freed slave who
studied with Booker T. Washington and
bought Arlington farmland in 1881 next to the
Kanter home today, remembered Ruth as a
neighbor. Ruth and her grandfather would
discuss their frustrations about the reluctance
with which white north Arlingtonians ac-
cepted integration and the disparity in services
in historically black south Arlington.

“There were terrible things happening at
that time and many good Democrats said noth-
ing,” Monaco recalled. “Mrs. Kanter was not
one of them.  Ruth found the 7-year-old Karen
sitting alone one day after hearing a woman
say, ‘Why is this colored girl on our street?’
At that moment, Mrs. Kanter was an adult who

continued on next page

Ruth Friedenthal Kanter — April 13, 1928-May 11, 2016

A life of social justice, compassion and joy

Ruth
at
three

High
school
yearbook
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Systems That Work

made me feel loved. She saw beyond bigotry
and race.”

Ruth Kanter had other noteworthy skills.
For one, at age six, Ruth won a first prize in a
New York City drawing competition, tying
with 6-year old Jules Feiffer, later a well-pub-
lished cartoonist!

And there was more.  Son Nils noted
Ruth’s optimism, love of life and learning.
Judy Connally remembered Ruth the “reader,
explainer and lover of literature.”   Few
people, even family, had seen all the pieces
of Ruth’s life laid out together before the Cel-
ebration.  Guests saw a multimedia presenta-
tion of memorabilia from the pillars of Ruth’s
life—family, friends, education, civic partici-
pation, and the arts.  More than 100 items were
included in a continuous slide show, curated
by Herschel, and a display of items that
stretched across the room, including favorite
art work.

Ruth’s commitment to learning and civ-
ics began with her parents and at New York
City’s K-12 Dalton School. Dalton “promotes
an understanding of, and appreciation for, di-
versity in our community as an integral part
of school life … and a sense of responsibility
toward others.” Then came Swarthmore un-
dergraduate and Harvard graduate studies be-
fore she moved to Berkeley.

“I met her ... at a [Berkeley Democratic
Club] Christmas Party, December 16, 1962,”
Herschel told the group. “She was a mildly
hippyish, antiwar, divorced, part-time re-

positive messages from local leaders and
great music from local bands. (Speakers and
bands to be announced).

ACDC will post information such as
times and locations for these “1 of Many”
Weekend of Action events to the social me-
dia accounts of the Arlington County Demo-
cratic Committee.  ACDC encourages you to
share those posts within your network. Be
sure to include the hashtags #1ofMany and
#CommonsenseCommonwealth.

The Arlington County Democratic Com-
mittee strives to make each Weekend of Ac-
tion event a safe and positive experience for
all participants. However, if you engage in
an event during the Weekend of Action, you
agree that you do so at your own risk, are
voluntarily participating in the event, assume
all risk of injury to yourself, and agree to re-
lease and discharge the Arlington County
Democratic Committee and individual event
organizers from any and all claims or causes
of action, known or unknown, including those
that may arise out of negligence.

continued from page one

Lots of action
planned for
inaugural

continued from previous page

search assistant with two boys, Matthew and
Nils.... I was a graduate student in the busi-
ness school who had been a computer pro-
grammer for the military industrial com-
plex…. Straight as an arrow… It was the lucki-
est day of my life. She took me home that night
and decided to keep me.” Herschel said. Five
weeks and five days later they married.

———————
Event video at: https://www.facebook.com/
herschel.kanter

Celebrating the life of Ruth Kanter

Ruth and Herschel with Con-
gressman Jim Moran about
2004.
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Egad!  We are way behind in our cereal
collection!

Of course, that tends to happen every
year as we fall behind during the campaign
season and have to move into overdrive in
the closing weeks of the year.

But this time, we are REALLY far be-
hind.  Our goal for 2016 is 400 cereal boxes.
Three days from the tolling of the bells end-
ing the year, we had collected just 276 boxes!
That’s a success rate of just 69 percent—great
if we were counting ballots, but not when we
are counting cereal boxes.

If we were Donald Trump, we would just
blame it on someone else, of course.  But we
are not Donald Trump.

(Let’s hear that again.)
We are not Donald Trump!  (With an

exclamation point this time.)
We have no one but ourselves to blame

for the cereal shortage.
As we do each year, we hold tightly to

the December page of the calendar for a few
days—maybe several days—into January and

400

276

Democratic Values in Action

Egad! We are WAY short of cereal, folks
apply belated contributions to our tar-
get for the previous year.

And we have always made our tar-
get that way.

(Let’s hear that again.)
And we have ALWAYS made our

target that way.
So, come on Dems, check your

pantry shelves and bring all your ce-
real boxes (the unopened ones) to the
January ACDC meeting or any other
January Dem events you attend.

All you egg eaters and waffle fans
can help out, too.  You can give cash
and Kim Klingler, our chair of Demo-
cratic Values in Action, will head over
to the local Giant in her pickup truck
and load it up with cereal boxes.

Go online to https://afac.org/cam-
paign/democraric-values-in-action/
and make a contribution right away.
A big contribution since we need to
find 124 cereal boxes with the speed
of snap, crackle and pop!

      For those who haven’t been
following this each month, Demo-
cratic Values in Action, the chari-
table arm of ACDC, has been col-
lecting cereal boxes for the Arling-
ton Food Assistance Center
(AFAC) for many years—way back
to when Donald Trump was just a
goofy reality TV star.
       Cereal may seem an odd food
to collect, but it’s not odd at all.
First of all, it’s quite nutritious, if
you skip brands like Sugar Bombs.
Secondly, it stores easily and keeps
for a long time; you don’t have to
worry about poisoning anyone.
     So join in and help the cereal
campaign by buying a box or two
or 124.  In fact, be a serial cereal
giver—bring a box to every ACDC
meeting.  Once we hit the 400-mark
for 2016, we will launch our cam-
paign for 2017—and, ahhh, we’ll be

a little behind at the start.

Donald Trump says there was “serious
voter fraud” in Virginia in the November bal-
loting.  But even the chairman of Trump’s
campaign in Virginia says that’s not true.

PolitiFact Virginia took a look at
Trump’s assertion and rated it Pants on Fire,
which means it’s not just untrue but a stag-
gering falsehood.

Trump said in a November 27 tweet:
“Serious voter fraud in Virginia, New Hamp-
shire and California—so why isn’t the media
reporting on this? Serious bias.”

It was the last in a series of 13 tweets in
which Trump claimed “millions of people”
across the nation voted illegally, robbing him
of a plurality of popular votes.  The final, of-
ficial popular vote counts from all the states
shows Hillary Clinton won a whopping 2.8
million more votes than Trump.  And, since
Trump does not like that, he charges vote
fraud.

Clinton won Virginia, garnering 1.98
million votes compared with Trump’s 1.77
million, according to the Virginia Department
of Elections. She got 212,030 more votes than
Trump, leading him by 5.3 percentage points.

Martin Mash, a policy adviser for the Vir-
ginia Department of Elections, told PolitiFact
Virginia the department did not receive any
specific allegations of vote fraud.

Michael Kelly, a spokesman for Attor-
ney General Mark Herring, told PolitiFact Vir-
ginia the AG’s office had not received any
reports of illegal voting either.

PolitiFact Virginia then contacted John
Fredericks, who was chairman of Trump’s
Virginia campaign. He said on Election Day
that officials from Trump’s campaign and the
state GOP set up a call center in Richmond to
take reports of voting irregularities. Although
the center received hundreds of calls, noth-
ing caused great concern, he said.

Fredericks told PolitiFact Virginia he
was not aware of any “massive voter fraud
on Election Day” and just noted “many iso-
lated incidents” of people seeking to vote
without having the required photo identifica-
tion and who were given provisional ballots
instead.

Fredericks said flaws in the state’s elec-
tion system allow avenues for illegitimate
ballots and that there are “real examples of

real potential voter fraud or the groundwork
for voting fraud being laid.”

As an example, Fredericks pointed to a
well-publicized case from Harrisonburg in the
Shenandoah Valley where 18 to 20 people
who had died ended up on voter rolls. The
FBI is probing that case of potential voter
fraud. But it should be noted that irregularity
was discovered in September—well in ad-
vance of Election Day.

Another case being prosecuted in Alex-
andria involves what appears to be a relatively
small number of fake voter registration ap-
plications, and it was also found before Elec-
tion Day, the Richmond Times-Dispatch re-
ported.

PolitiFact Virginia asked the state Re-
publican Party for its take on Trump’s “seri-
ous voter fraud” claim. GOP Chairman John
Whitbeck responded that state Republicans
are deferring to the incoming White House
for any response.

Like PolitiFact Virginia, both PolitiFact
New Hampshire and PolitiFact Califor-
nia also gave Pants on Fire ratings to Trump’s
claim of serious voter fraud in those states.

Trump finds fraud VA GOP can’t find
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On December 4, the Arlington Young
Democrats hosted their Holiday Brunch at
Bistro 360 to recognize the hard work of their
members during 2016 and to look forward to
the 2017 election.

AYD recognized several members
through the 2016 AYD awards:
• Newcomer of the Year: Ja’el Daniely
• Community Service: Krista O’Connell
• Unsung Hero: Maggie Davis.
• Arlington Young Democrat of the Year:
Tania Bougebrayel

Additionally, AYD awarded County
Board Member Katie Cristol with the Warren
G. Stambaugh Outstanding Democrat of the
Year to recognize her achievements during her
first year on the County Board.

Looking toward 2017, Attorney General
Mark Herring and Lieutenant Governor Can-
didates Justin Fairfax and Gene Rossi gave
brief remarks during the brunch.

The event ended with the swearing in
ceremony of the 2017 AYD Executive Board,

which includes:
President: Maggie Davis
Vice President: Tania Bougebrayel
Secretary: Melissa Howard
Treasurer: Drew Harger
Community Service Dir.: Krista O’Connell
Political Action Director: Chris Leyen
Outreach Director: Juanita Tolliver
Membership Dir.: Nicholas Dilenschneider
Democratic Party Rep: Chris Gray
Recruitment Director: Ja’el Dainely
Retention Director: Chanda Choun
Publicity Director: Christopher Campbell
Programming Director: Nathan Saxman
New Media Director: Nicole Merlene
Finance Director: Jimmy Gastner

The AYDs have hit the ground running,
having hosted a “Don’t Boo: Organize” happy
hour with NARAL Pro-Choice Virginia and
are organizing campaign invasions to support
Jennifer McLellan and Ryant Washington in
their January 10 special elections to fill State
Senate vacancies.

The first Second Saturday Breakfast of
the New Year will see a panel of party chairs:
—Susan Swecker of the Democratic Party
of Virginia, Margo Horner of the Eighth
District Democratic Committee, and Kip
Malinosky of the Arlington County Demo-
cratic Committee.

They will address how state, district and
local party organizations work together to
elect Democrats and what we need to do in
2017 to elect a Democratic governor, lieuten-
ant governor and attorney general—as well
as increase the number of Democrats in the
General Assembly.

The second Saturday falls on January 14.
The location is the usual—Busboys and Po-
ets in Shirlington.  And the request is the stan-
dard—please bring cash to settle your break-
fast bill.  The breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m.

AYDs confront 2017 It’s party chair
trio at Second
Sat. Breakfast

NEW TEAM — Here’s the 2017 Arlington Young
Democrats’ Executive Board.  From left to right:
(Back row) Juanita Tolliver, Praveen Meyyan,
Jimmy Gastner, Drew Harger, Melissa Howard,
Maggie Davis, Nick Dilenschneider and Chris

Gray (with beard).  (Front row) Nicole Merlene,
Chris Leyen, Tania Bougebrayel, Krista
O’Connell, Chanda Choun and Christopher
Campbell. Not pictured ate Ja’el Dainely and
Nathan Saxman.
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The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld Virginia’s voter ID law last month,
unanimously rejecting the Democratic Party’s
arguments and saying the requirement for a
photo ID “does not impose an unconstitutional
burden on the right to vote.”

The court said Democrats trying to get
the law thrown out failed to show the ID re-
quirement was an unreasonable impediment
to the right to vote, or that the state legisla-
ture had race in mind when it passed the law
in 2013.

A three-judge 4th Circuit panel found the
Virginia law was not like voter ID laws in sev-
eral other states that have been found uncon-
stitutional.

“If Virginia had required voters to
present identifications without accommodat-
ing citizens who lacked them, the rule might
arguably deprive some voters of an equal op-
portunity to vote,” Judge Paul V. Niemeyer
wrote for the court.

Instead, the legislature “went out of its
way” to make the law “as burden-free as pos-
sible,” Niemeyer wrote. It allowed a broad
scope of IDs, provided free IDs to those with-
out them and had numerous locations around
the state where free IDs could be obtained,
he wrote. The law also allowed people with-
out IDs on Election Day to cast provisional
ballots to be counted later, after they produced
an ID.

The judge also noted, like the lower court
before, that plaintiffs failed to prove any of
their witnesses in the case actually couldn’t
vote because of a lack of ID.

The decision, by Niemeyer and fellow
4th Circuit Judges G. Steven Agee and Den-
nis W. Shedd, affirms the lower court deci-
sion. The Democratic Party of Virginia, which
sued in this case, is considering whether to
appeal.

Shedd and Agee are both George W.
Bush appointees to the 4th Circuit. Niemeyer
was appointed by George H.W. Bush.

Attorneys with Perkins Coie, the firm
that brought this case, tried to tie Virginia’s
voter ID law to North Carolina’s, which a dif-
ferent three-judge panel from the 4th Circuit
struck down earlier this year.

But the court said that the evidence of
racial discrimination it found in the passage
of North Carolina’s law was “lacking” in Vir-
ginia. Evidence at the North Carolina trial
showed that the legislature requested racial
voting data, then targeted voting practices that
disproportionately affected black voters.

“These [North Carolina] facts ... are in

no way like those found in Virginia’s legis-
lative process,” the three-judge panel found
in Virginia’s case. “The legislative process
contained no events that would spark suspi-
cion.”

The panel also said the plaintiffs in the
Virginia case “simply failed to provide evi-
dence” that minority voters had less opportu-
nity to vote than anyone else under Virginia’s
law. Black Virginians are slightly less likely
than white Virginians to have photo IDs (96.8
percent for whites to 94.6 percent for blacks),
both sides agreed, and getting an ID does gen-
erally require traveling to a local registrar’s
office.

“The Supreme Court has held, however,
that this minor inconvenience of going to the
registrar’s office to obtain an ID does not
impose a substantial burden,” the court said.

“Every decision that a state makes in
regulating its elections will, inevitably, result
in somewhat more inconvenience for some
voters than for others,” Niemeyer wrote. “To
interpret [the law] as prohibiting any regula-
tion that imposes a disparate inconvenience
would mean that every polling place would

need to be precisely located such that no group
had to spend more time traveling to vote than
did any other.”

Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s spokesman,
Brian Coy, said the governor continues to
believe the law “is an unnecessary restriction
on voting rights that disproportionately im-
pacts minorities and elderly Virginians.”

In 1996, Virginia enacted the first law
requiring a prospective voter to show an ID,
with or without a photo, to obtain a ballot—
and allowing voters without IDs to sign an
affirmation of their identity to get a ballot.

In 2012, the legislature dropped the af-
firmation and required some identification.

In 2013, the legislation narrowed the ID
required to a photo ID, but allowed those with-
out a photo ID to cast a provisional ballot and
gave those voters three days in which to pro-
vide the registrar with a photo ID in order for
their provisional ballot to be counted.

A total of 773 provisional ballots were
cast statewide in 2014 and 408 in 2015.  About
half of those ballots were “cured,” as the le-
gal term goes, and were counted as legal bal-
lots.

the counties of Amherst, Fluvanna,
Goochland, Prince Edward, Appomattox,
Buckingham, Cumberland and Louisa.

Washington was a Virginia state trooper
as well as serving four terms in the Fluvanna
County Sheriff’s Department, as both a
Deputy and as Sheriff (1999-2014). His lead-
ership took him to the presidency of the Vir-
ginia Sheriffs Association and the board of
directors of the National Sheriffs Association.
He also served on the National Commission
on Forensic Science.

In May 2014, Governor McAuliffe dem-
onstrated his confidence in Sheriff Washing-
ton by naming him special policy advisor for
law enforcement to the Department of Alco-
holic Beverage Control Board. The appoint-
ment came as ABC faced management and
enforcement challenges.

Washington was a student of the Crimi-
nal Justice Program at Piedmont Virginia
Community College and is a Graduate of
Executive Management Training at the Na-
tional Sheriffs Institute. He has taken courses
on leadership at the University of Virginia’s

Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service and
classes in the management of law enforcement
agencies at the Southern Police Institute at the
University of Louisville. He has a diploma in
Business Administration from National Busi-
ness College.

Public service runs in the family: his
wife, Camilla, is chairman of the Fluvanna
County School Board.

ACDC is holding phone banks into the
Senate district three days this month—Tues-
day, January 3; Thursday, January 5; and Mon-
day, January 9, the day before the election.

Just come down to ACDC HQ in Suite
604 at 2001 Jefferson Davis Highway in Crys-
tal City.  Calling times are 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
each evening.  Email Steve Baker at
swbaker12@gmail.com if you would like to
join the phone bank.  He’ll give you the de-
tails on how to get into the building.

In addition, Democrats from all over
Northern Virginia will be making up caravans
of canvassers to the 22nd District on Satur-
day, January 7.  The caravans will launch at 8
a.m. from 4301 Columbia Pike.  If you would
like to spend your day canvassing there,
RSVP to 703-979-9430.

continued from  page one

Chance to take back Senate

Appeals court upholds VA photo ID law


