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Fisette retiring after 20 years
on County Board

Here’s a surprise that suggests the times they
are a changin’ when it comes to this year’s House
of Delegates’races.

The air in many districts now held by Repub-
licans carries a whiff of change, part of it courtesy
of the unease many citizens feel with President
Trump in the White House.

What’s the evidence of that change?  Well,
Democrats are lining up to run for the Democratic
nomination for seats in the House of Delegates.
That’s a huge change from past years when the party
has often had to dragoon candidates to oppose
Repubs enjoying gerrymandered districts.

Right now, there are already seven CON-
TESTED Democratic primaries on tap, two of them
with three candidates seeking the nomination.  That
tells us those candidates have been talking to their
local voters and see a real chance of winning in the
fall, with a little help from their friends (and Donald
Trump).

Take Republican Delegate John O’Bannon of

After almost two decades on the Arlington County Board, Jay
Fisette has decided not to run for re-election this fall.

In an announcement, Fisette said, “I just returned from a trip
abroad, where I gave this a lot of thought.  I have decided that it’s
time to find a new platform and seek new ways of protecting and
advancing some of the progressive values that are so important to me,
values we have championed here in Arlington that are threatened by
the current administration. I will not seek a sixth term on the County
Board. Stay tuned.”

Fisette said he has not yet decided what exactly he will do next,
but it will not involve elective office.

Assuming more than one Democrat files to succeed him by the
deadline of Thursday, March 30, a caucus of Arlington Democrats
will be held Thursday, May 11, and Saturday, May 13, to choose a
nominee for the November ballot.

G. N. (Jay) Fisette, as his name appeared on the ballot, announced
his retirement last Wednesday, four days before his 61st birthday.  He
moved to Arlington in 1983 to start his career working for the federal
government.

On his retirement December 31, he will be the second longest-

Are the times achangin’?
continued on page nine

Henrico County outside Richmond.  First elected
in a 2000 special election, he has now been re-
elected eight times and has faced just one Demo-
cratic and one Libertarian challenger in all that time.
This year, two Democrats are eager to take him on.

Then there’s the very ideological Del. Bob
Marshall of Prince William County.  He was the
author of the (now-invalidated) state constitutional
amendment forbidding same-sex marriage.  He has
drawn three Democrats eager to oust him.

Republican Del. Rick Morris from Suffolk,
south of the James, may be the most unpopular
member of the House of Delegates.  Not only are
three Dems champing to go after him, but two Re-
publicans are also challenging him in the GOP pri-
mary!

All 100 seats in the House of Delegates are up
for election this year.  In 2015, every delegate who
ran for re-election won.  Not a single incumbent
was defeated.  But that may change this year.  The

continued on page eight

Meet all three lieutenant
governor primary candi-
dates at the 2nd Saturday
Breakfast.
See Page 5.

Bath County (with just
4,500 people) has a big
electoral fraud scandal—
but not the kind the GOP
warns about.
See Page 10

And check out our t-shirt
of the month on Page 3.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

As Trump’s corrupt and chaotic admin-
istration already flounders at the federal level,
we have the opportunity to go on the offense
in Virginia. The leadership of Governor Terry
McAuliffe, Lt Governor Ralph Northam and
Attorney General Mark Herring has created
185,000 jobs, quadrupled renewable energy
use and promoted equality by restoring vot-
ing rights to nearly 130,000 former offend-
ers. This results-oriented, inclusive leadership
in Virginia stands in marked contrast to the
cruel, mercurial leadership of Republicans in
Washington.

While Virginia has made great progress
in these last three years, so much more could
be done with a Democratic General Assem-
bly. Republican legislators in Richmond have
followed the lead of Republicans in Washing-
ton and opposed a Democratic chief execu-
tive on almost every significant piece of leg-
islation. Republicans repeatedly blocked the
expansion of Medicaid, denying hundreds of
thousands of Virginians access to health care.
Republicans removed McAuliffe’s appoint-
ment of a highly qualified women, Justice
Roush, from the Virginia Supreme Court. And

this year Republicans blocked sensible crimi-
nal justice reforms.

In the commonwealth, where Democrats
have won the last seven statewide elections,
how is it that Republicans can block popular
legislation proposed by a popular governor?
In a word: gerrymandering. Despite Hillary
Clinton winning Virginia by more than 5 per-
centage points, the House of Delegates sits
with a 66-34 Republican majority. These dis-
tricts were drawn after the disastrous 2009
election, in which Virginia Democrats lost all
three statewide offices and 17 seats in the
House of Delegates. Republicans wasted little
time in drawing up maps to maximize their
partisan advantage. But this year, we will elect
the governor who will have a significant role
in the 2020 redistricting process.

Luckily, Virginia Democrats have two
excellent choices for our next governor—Lt.
Gov. Ralph Northam or former Congressman
Tom Perriello. Both are running on continu-
ing to create good paying jobs, expanding
access to health care, investing in education
and fighting for equality for all. We have three
great choices for lieutenant governor with

Justin Fairfax, Susan Platt, and Gene Rossi.
And our terrific Attorney General Mark Her-
ring, who has been a champion for marriage
equality, consumer rights and standing up to
the unconstitutional executive orders of the
Trump administration, is running for re-elec-
tion.

And the news gets better as we turn to
the House of Delegates. There are now 45 Re-
publican seats being challenged, ensuring that
Democrats are now contesting 79 of the 100
seats. Currently, there are 17 seats held by
Republicans in districts that Hillary Clinton
won last November. We have challengers in
all 17, including 11 districts in northern Vir-
ginia. If we are able to flip all 17 seats, we
will retake control of the House of Delegates.
We have the opportunity for a game-chang-
ing election. Not only will we have the chance
to greatly improve the lives of Virginians, but
also we can send a signal to Republicans in
Washington that they enable Trump at their
peril.

What can we in Arlington do?  We will
register voters to ensure we empower citizens
at the polls. We will be knocking on doors
and making calls to first-time, 2016 voters and
asking them to commit to voting in 2017. If
we hit our targets in Arlington to put us on
the path to a 55 percent turnout with a 70 per-
cent Democratic margin, then we will be mak-
ing every effort to help Democratic challeng-
ers in the seats that Clinton won.

While we must be steadfast in our de-
fense in the U.S. Congress, we have the
chance to go on the offense in the Virginia
General Assembly. Let’s make it happen.

Moving Virginia forward



ACDC Voice, March 2017, Page 3

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, March 1, 7 p.m.T-Shirt
 of the month
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It’s one of our most popular meetings of the year—the

RICHMOND RECAP.  Each spring, after the General

Assembly completes its shenanigans on the banks of

the James, the Arlington delegation reports on the

many high points (and their favorite low points) of the

session.  With the GOP enjoying a majority in both

chambers, there is never a shortage of low points—

though this year we won’t have legislation banning low

slung jeans to chuckle over.  For members of The

Roosevelt Society, come an hour early, at 6 p.m., for a

reception with the delegation members.

Unitarian Universalist Church
4444 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50)

Enter parking lot from George Mason Blvd, just south of Rt. 50

Could it be that the state GOP tried to
pull off some stunts in the State Senate this
session to posture for the gubernatorial cam-
paign?

In the just completed Richmond legisla-
tive session, there were six mysterious tie
votes in the State Senate requiring Lt. Gov.
Ralph Northam to break the tie—all followed
by a GOP member saying he made a mistake
and switching his vote—to produce a 21-19
GOP win on the bill.

It smells very much like the GOP has
been gaming the system to force Northam,
who is seeking the Dem nomination for gov-
ernor, to take positions.  They have one mem-
ber vote against the GOP position, tying the
vote, wait for Northam to break the tie, then
that GOP member says, ooops, he made a
mistake and he changes his vote.  All very
convenient.

In fact, just 10 minutes after Northam

broke a tie on an immigration bill to ban
sanctuary cities in Virginia, GOP guberna-
torial candidate Ed Gillespie issued a press
release bashing Northam for his vote.
Clearly, the press release was prepared be-
fore the vote.

The Daily Press of Newport News
pointed to six such tie/no-tie votes this ses-
sion.  The result is to make Northam’s vote
irrelevant for anything—except a campaign
press release.

That immigration bill is largely intended
for campaign purposes to begin with.  It says
no local jurisdiction can declare itself a sanc-
tuary jurisdiction.  But Virginia is a Dillon
Rule state, meaning that no jurisdiction has
any authority not given it by the state.  And
the state has never given localities the author-
ity to declare themselves sanctuaries. So, the
bill was largely superflouous—except for a
press release.

State Senate tie votes that
are really campaign stunts
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Moving up swiftly:   Rep. Don Beyer has been chosen by his Democratic colleagues
to be the deputy ranking Democrat on the House Science, Space and Technology
Committee, an unusual recognition for a member just starting his second term.
Two years ago, when Beyer was a freshmen still trying to find where the
restrooms were in the Capitol, he was even more unusually chosen to be the top
Dem on the committee’s Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, a
position he retains.  On his elevation to the additional post, Beyer said, “I will
fight for scientific integrity.  While I hope to work in collaboration with my
counterparts in the majority, I will not hesitate to speak out or challenge them if I
feel that they are not providing adequate oversight of this Administration.”  The
GOP chairman of the committee is Lamar Smith of Texas.

Life after Obama:   Arlington Dem Jim Hock, who was chief of staff to Commerce
Secretary Penny Pritzker, has moved back to the private sector and now serves as
senior advisor at PSP Capital, where he will be working on civic engagement,
marketing and business strategy.

Doffing the cap:   Both the State Senate and House of Delegates have approved
legislation that would lift the $25,000 pay cap on members of the Arlington
School Board.  Arlington is the only elected school board in the commonwealth
on which the state has imposed a pay cap!  However, School Board members
won’t be able to change the salary level until 2021, after every seat on the board
has come up for election once.

Passages:   Steve Carey, a longtime volunteer in Yorktown precinct, who could
always be counted on to deliver the Democratic Messenger each year and hand
out sample ballots on Election Day, passed away February 19.  A memorial
service will be held April 7, which would have been his 68th birthday.  Born and
reared in Mansfield, Ohio, Steve got a bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate in
economics.  He worked in banking and real estate but especially enjoyed teach-
ing.  His career took him all over the world and he lived in Atlanta, London,
Rome, Berlin, Taipei and Brussels as well as Arlington, which became his home
35 years ago.  His memorial service will be held at St. Mary’s Arlington Episco-
pal Church, 2609 N. Glebe Road, followed by an Irish wake from 4-8 p.m. at
Overlee Community Clubhouse, 6030 Lee Highway.

Holton back to school:   Gov. Terry McAuliffe has named Anne Holton to a four-
year term on the nine-member State Board of Education.  Holton, who first
moved into the Governor’s Mansion as the 11-year-old daughter of Gov. Linwood
Holton in 1970, later returned as the First Lady of Virginia when her husband,
Tim Kaine, became governor in 2006.  But her husband’s career has erected some
bumps in her own career.  A juvenile court judge, she had to resign that post when
Kaine became governor.  McAuliffe named her secretary of education when he
became governor, but she left that post the day Kaine became the Dem nominee
for vice president last summer.

Speeding up:   The percentage of Virginia school districts with high-speed Internet
access jumped from 46 percent in 2015 to 72 percent last year, according to a
report from EducationSuperhighway.  But the commonwealth still ranks 46th

when it comes to the percentage of school districts with 100Kbps connectivity,
the minimum set by the Federal Communications Commission.

ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky has ap-
pealed to the Arlington County Electoral
Board to use satellite sites for early voting
this fall as it did in the last two presidential
elections.

Malinosky noted the volume of voters
casting ballots early during “in-person absen-
tee” voting has skyrocketed in recent years.
But he said parking near the county building
at 2100 Clarendon Blvd. “has become more
challenging on both weekdays and Saturdays
and it will not be made easier as work on the
Courthouse Square project” starts up in the
coming months.

Malinosky urged the
board to adopt a satellite voting
site program similar to what was
used in the last presidential elec-
tion, when, in addition to voting
at the County Building, voters
could cast ballots at the Madi-
son Community Center in far
north Arlington and the Walter
Reed Community Center  in
south Arlington.

He reported the Walter
Reed site was especially popu-
lar for its ease of access and

parking.
“Anecdotally, from voters for whom we

provide“rides to the polls,” Malinosky wrote
in a letter to the board, “we know of their de-
light in having a site such as Walter Reed that
is so easily accessible….

“Our volunteer coordinator reports that
last fall even some Arlingtonians who live
closer to the Madison Center drove to Walter
Reed to avoid the long walk from parking to
the Madison building and the long hallways
once inside Madison.  She said that a voter
whom she drove to Madison had to take a
couple of breaks along the way before get-
ting to voter check-in.”

In addition to weekday voting,
Malinosky urged that any satellite voting sites
be open at least two evenings and two Satur-
days, which was the arrangement at the two
satellite sites last year.

Malinosky
pushes for
satellite vote
this autumn

MALINOSKY
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It’s time again for Arlington’s annual
Blue Victory Dinner, once called the
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, but now 21st

Centuryized.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April

8, and visit www.arlingtondemocrats.org/bvd
to purchase your tickets.

In addition to the dinner and reception,
attendees will also be given ballots for our
straw poll of local and state posts up for elec-
tion this year.

The dinner will be held at what has be-
come our usual place over the years, the
Westin Arlington Gateway at 801 N Glebe
Road, just north of the intersection of Glebe
and Wilson Blvd.  The hotel is just a short
walk from the Ballston Metro station.  There
is parking in an underground garage on Ver-
mont Street.

The reception and cash bar begin at 6
p.m.  The dinner and program kick off at 7
p.m. or whenever the organizers can get ev-
eryone out of the reception hall and into the

Blue Victory Dinner is set for April 8

dining room!
Dinner co-chairs Jennifer Bodie and

Gordon Simonett are still sorting through
keynote speaker options in an effort to outdo

their successes of previous years.  They urge
Arlington Democrats who are unable to at-
tend this year to consider purchasing a YD
ticket to allow a worthy YD volunteer to at-
tend.

A VIP ticket gives the purchaser entry
to a special VIP reception with the speaker.
Here are the ticket prices:
• VIP Ticket- $250 (Includes admission to
the VIP reception and dinner)
• General Admission- $135
• Roosevelt Society- $125
• Young Democrat- $100
• General Reception- $25

There are also some full table options:
$2500- Gold Sponsor Table:

• 10 VIP reception tickets
• Preferred seating and dinner tickets for
10
• Two bottles of wine to enjoy with din-
ner
• Special introduction at the event and rec-
ognition in the program
• Full page program advertisement

$1750- Silver Sponsor Table:
• Two VIP reception tickets
• 10 Dinner Tickets
• Preferred Seating for 10
• Two Bottles of Wine to Enjoy With Din-
ner
• Special introduction at the event and rec-
ognition in the program
• Full Page Program Advertisement

There are many more sponsorship op-
tions available, as well. Questions about tick-
ets, sponsorship levels or program ads? Con-
tact finance@arlingtondemocrats.org

The Second Saturday Breakfast this
month will feature all three Dem candidates
for lieutenant governor—Gene Rossi, Justin
Fairfax and Susan Platt.

The March breakfast will also call
for some celebrating—maybe an extra
cupcake or two—to mark the fact that
these breakfasts will then be seven years
old.

The three candidates are facing one
another in the June 13 Democratic primary.
All three are from Northern Virginia.  None
has ever held elective office before.

Rossi, 60, and Fairfax, 37, are both
former federal prosecutors while Platt was
chief of staff for two years in the 1990s to
then-Sen. Joe Biden.

Platt, of Great Falls, was campaign man-
ager for Chuck Robb’s 1994 Senate re-elec-
tion campaign.  She now runs a political
consultancy.

Rossi, of Alexandria, retired recently
from the Justice Department.

Fairfax, of Fairfax County, now is co-
owner of a dental practice with his wife, a
dentist.  He was a candidate for attorney gen-

eral in 2013.
The March 11 breakfast starts at 8:30

a.m. at the Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.
Please remember to bring cash for the meal
payment.

Breakfast to hear from all
three lt. gov. candidates
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Systems That Work

The Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee (DCCC) has made two Vir-
ginia US House districts national targets for
the 2018 elections, including the next-door
10th District now held by Rep. Barbara
Comstock.

The DCCC started very early this elec-
tion cycle, ringing the bell and charging out
of the starting gate January 30 with a prelimi-
nary target list of 59 GOP-held House seats.

In Virginia, in addition to Comstock’s
seat, the DCCC has targeted the Second Dis-
trict and its freshman representative, Scott
Taylor.  The Second District is the coastal dis-
trict, taking in every foot of Virginia’s Atlan-
tic Coast from the Maryland border to the
North Carolina border.  Its center of gravity
is Virginia Beach.

Comstock’s district went for Hillary
Clinton last fall, and it is targeted for that rea-
son.  Taylor’s district went for Trump, but it
is one of 10 districts with a GOP representa-
tive that Clinton lost by less than four points—
3.4 points in this case.

The second district was held by a Demo-
cratic representative, Glenn Nye, from 2008
to 2010, but otherwise has been GOP in this
century.  However, most of the races have
been close.

To win control of the House in 2018,
Dems will have to win 24 seats that were lost
last fall.  Since 1982, the party of the presi-
dent has lost an average of 28 House seats in
the congressional election after the new presi-
dent has taken office.  That makes victory in
2018 a mathematically reasonable challenge.
And no president has taken office so unpopu-

DCCC targets 2 Virginia House districts
lar as Donald Trump.  That’s makes victory
politically logical.

However, it is not, of course, that simple.
It is true that 23 Republicans hold seats in dis-
tricts that Clinton won, a nice head start at
winning the required 24 seats.  But it is also
true that 12 Democrats hold seats in districts
that Trump won.

But touting good chances for a Dem vic-
tory in 2018 is not just barroom prophesying.
The last mid-term election in which the GOP
held the House, the Senate and the presidency
was 2006.  At the time, there were only 18
GOP seats that John Kerry had won in 2004.
And there were a whopping 42 seats held by
Democrats in the House but which George W.
Bush had won.  The numbers didn’t look good.

Still, Dems took back control of the House
with a net gain of 31 seats.

So, it can be done.
But Alan I. Abramowitz, writing in Larry

Sabato’s Crystal Ball, says it isn’t just done
by looking at those mathematical calculations
above.  He says the net must be cast wider.
He notes that in 2006, Dems took away GOP
seats in 10 of the 41 districts Bush won by
50-55 percent, 7 of 58 districts Bush won by
55-60 percent and even three districts that
Bush won by more than 60 percent.

And that’s why DCCC is casting a wide
net.  It is targeting 59 GOP seats right now—
23 that Hillary won, 10 she lost by 4 points
or less and 26 GOP seats that look like ratio-
nal prospects based on local conditions.  Stay
tuned.

Maura McDonald has filed to challenge
incumbent James Lander as he seeks a third
term on the Arlington School Board.

McDonald has been active in school is-
sues.  She currently serves on the board of the
County Council of PTAs.  She has been ac-
tive in the PTAs at Barcroft Elementary School
and Thomas Jefferson Middle School.

She and her husband, Michael, live in the
Alcova Heights neighborhood and have two
children in the public schools.

In her candidacy announcement at the

February ACDC meeting, McDonald said
that, when drawing school boundaries, the
School Board should put more emphasis on
economic diversity in the schools.

The deadline for filing as a candidate
for the Democratic School Board endorse-
ment was February 27, just after The Voice
went to press.

The endorsement vote will be taken at a
Democratic Caucus to be held May 11 and
13.

Lander first sought the Democratic en-
dorsement for School Board in 2008, but lost
in a six-person event.  The next year, he won
the endorsement and the general election
without opposition either time.

In 2013, he ran for re-election and drew
an opponent in the caucus, Barbara Kanninen.
Lander won 51 percent of the caucus vote
with a margin of 47 votes.

Maura McDonald challenges
James Lander in SB caucus
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Democratic Values in Action

The ACDC Steering Committee has set
400 cereal boxes as the goal for 2017, the
same as in 2016—when it took 13 months to
make the 12-month goal.

Now Democratic Values in Action
(DVA), the charitable arm of ACDC, will have
11 months in which to make the 12-month
goal!

To give the project a boost,
the Steering Committee decided
to invite a community organi-
zation to give a presentation and
call to action at each ACDC
monthly meeting.  The March
meeting will hear from Charlie
Meng, who runs the Arlington
Food Assistance Center
(AFAC), to which ACDC de-
livers the cereal boxes it col-
lects.

Cereal boxes are collected
at every ACDC event, such as
the monthly meetings—both
ACDC’s and the AYD  gather-
ing.  There is also a jar at each
meeting so those who forget a
box can make a cash contribu-
tion.

What’s more, you don’t
even have to go to a meeting
to help out.  You can now go to the Internet to
contribute.  Just click on https://afac.org/cam-
paign/donations/democratric-values-in-ac-
tion/

The Arlington Young Dems have sched-
uled their annual charity auction for Wednes-
day, March 29, from 7-9 p.m. at the Highline
RxR in Crystal City.

This year’s auction will not be a date
auction as in the past 15 years, but a tradi-
tional “things” auction.  If you have some
items you think would be good auction items,
contact Maggie Davis, the AYD president, at
president@arlingtonyoungdems.org or at
(571) 375-8725.

A new poll released in early February
shows Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam with a large
lead in the Democratic gubernatorial primary
over former Rep. Tom Perriello.  This is vastly
different from two others polls, each show-
ing a tie.

A Christopher Newport University poll
released February 2 shows Northam with 26
percent to 15 percent for Perriello.  Most vot-
ers are undecided.

An earlier poll by Roanoke College
showed Northam and Perriello each with 12
percent—and most voters undecided.  A
Quinnipiac poll showed both men with 19
percent—and most voters undecided.

On the GOP side, the three polls all show
Ed Gillespie with a comfortable lead—and
most voters undecided.  Here are the GOP
results:

                   Roanoke CNU Quinn
Gillespie 24 33 24
Wagner   8   9   5
Stewart   4   7   7
Riggleman   1   1   2

The Quinnipiac poll shows either Demo-
crat prevailing over all four GOP candidates
in November—though, again, with large num-
bers undecided.

Quinnipiac even looked way forward to
the 2018 Senate race, where Tim Kaine has
announced he will run for re-election and
Carly Fiorina, who ran in the 2016 GOP presi-
dential primaries, and Laura Ingraham, the
conservative talk radio host, have both said
they are considering a run.

Quinnipiac found that Senator Kaine
would beat either of them by about a 20-point
margin.

Challenging
cereal goal
for 2017 set
at 400 boxes

                NORTHAM                                   PERRIELLO

Gov. primary polls: Two show
tie; one shows Northam lead

Given Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s empha-
sis on restoring voting rights to non-vio-
lent offenders, the AYD will be sharing the
proceeds of the auction with Offender Aid
and Restoration (OAR) of Arlington,
which for more than four decades has vol-
unteered to help offenders both while they
are in jail and afterward to get back into
the community.

In addition to auction items, AYDs are
also soliciting ads for the auction program.

AYDs sked March charity auction

400

8
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House is divided 66-34, giving the GOP a
huge majority.  To win back the House is a
huge challenge.

One thing encouraging a serious Demo-
cratic push is the fact that Hillary Clinton car-
ried 51 House of Delegates Districts, includ-
ing 17 that are now represented by Republi-
cans.  (In four of those districts, Dems didn’t
even have a candidate for the House of Del-
egates in 2015.)  A number of these challenges
to sitting GOP delegates are coming in dis-
tricts that Clinton did not win.  The whiff of
change is in the air.

But the fact remains that turnout is key.
Turnout plummets in odd-numbered-year
elections—and all Virginia state offices are
up in odd-numbered years.  To win, Demo-
crats must not just hope, but organize.

Of those 17 House districts that have
Republican delegates but which Clinton won,
10 (TEN) are located in Northern Virginia.
All of them are in easy driving distance of
Arlington and all of them could use some help
this summer and fall to bring Dems to the
polls.

The goal of the Democratic Party of Vir-
ginia (DPVA) is to have Dems challenging
45 sitting Republicans—including all 17 of
those in districts that Clinton won.  Yes, that
will still leave about 20 GOP delegates with
a free ride.  But 45 challengers is a stupen-
dous improvement over 2015 when the party
only managed to draft 21 candidates to run

against GOP incumbents.
The wish is to win 17 seats and take back

a majority.  The more reasonable goal is to
take a big slice of those 17 seats this year and
then to take another slice in 2019.  It is the
General Assembly elected in 2019 that will
draw the redistricting maps after the 2020
Census that will be grotesquely gerryman-

dered if Dems do
not  win a majority
in 2019.

The primary
action isn’t all in
districts held by the
GOP.  Inside the
Beltway, Demo-
cratic Del. Mark
Levine has drawn a
primary chal-
lenger—former Al-
exandria City
School Board
Chair Karen Graf.
Levine’s 45th Dis-
trict is centered on
Alexandria but has
a bit of Fairfax
County and five
precincts in South
Arlington.

DPVA has no trouble this year finding
fresh candidates for House of Delegates

continued from page one

Number of incumbents  in House
of Delegates who have drawn
more than one challenger in the
other party’s primary.  (Color
shows which party’s primary.)

This year’s filing deadline is a month away so the number for 2017 may rise.



ACDC Voice, March 2017, Page 9

serving board member in Arlington history
with 20 years.  The only member to serve
longer was the late Ellen Bozman, whom
Fisette succeeded, who was on the board 24
years.  Fisette’s retirement will leave a major
hole in institutional memory as the other four
board members were first elected in 2012,
2014 and 2015.  When Fisette’s successor
takes office next January 1, the senior board
member will have five years’ experience on
the board.

His five terms on the Board “have been
an honor and a privilege,” Fisette said. “I have
often said that I am not sure I would have run
for office in many other places, yet Arlington
always felt like a great fit for me. This com-
munity has such a strong tradition of policy-
based good government where community
involvement is encouraged and matters.”

Arlington, he said, “embraced me as a
gay man long before such an endorsement
could be presumed, long before it became the
norm.”  Fisette was the first openly gay can-
didate to win elective office in Virginia and
among the first in the country.

ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky said, “For
nearly two decades, Jay Fisette has served
Arlington with distinction. He has helped re-
alize a vision of Arlington as a more welcom-
ing, dynamic and progressive community.
Arlington is a wonderful place to live, in part
because of the wise, engaging leadership of
people like Jay Fisette.”

Fisette, first elected to the Board in 1997,
said he has found it “exhilarating to work with
visionary Board members, some of the most
talented professional staff anywhere, and a
deeply civic-minded community to transform
Arlington in a way that has made it one of
our nation’s most dynamic, desirable places
to live.

“It has been gratifying to help create a
vision and then work to actually bring that
vision to life – we have proven that you can
be both fiscally responsible and progressive.
I hope that Arlington continues to aspire and
inspire.”

Fisette cited his decades of work on long-
term sustainability issues, including smart
growth urban planning, strong environmen-
tal policies including adoption of the Com-
munity Energy Plan, a multi-layered transpor-
tation system that includes Metrorail, bus and

Capital Bikeshare, and a robust local afford-
able housing program, as among the accom-
plishments of which he is most proud.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed this work
and will continue to do so through Decem-
ber,” he said. “And then others will continue
the important work of planning and serving
our community. Part of the challenge, and the
satisfaction that comes from this job, is that
the work is never done – that our community
can and will always get better.”

Fisette has lived in Arlington since 1983
and has owned a home in Ashton Heights,
with his husband, Bob Rosen, since 1987. The
couple will stay in Arlington, he said. “We
love Arlington and it will always be our
home.”

Throughout his years on the board,
Fisette was a full-time board member.  Prior
to joining the board, Fisette served as the di-
rector of the Whitman-Walker Clinic of
Northern Virginia (1990-1998), as a staff con-
sultant to the Senate Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee (1988-1989), and as an
auditor with what was then named the U.S.
General Accounting Office (GAO) (1983-
1988). He has an M.A. in Public and Interna-

tional Affairs from the University of Pitts-
burgh and received his B.A. in political
science from Bucknell University.  He was
born in New York City and reared in Pitts-
burgh.

Fisette first ran for the County Board in
a 1993 special election to fill a vacancy.  He
lost to Ben Winslow, a Republican running
as an independent, by a few hundred votes.
It was one of several special elections, with
very low voter turnout, that Democrats have
lost.  After that, running in gubernatorial elec-
tion years, Fisette won by consistently large
margins.  Here is the election record showing
the percentage of the vote Fisette took each
time and the opponents he faced.
1993 49.4% Ben Winslow (I)
1997 61.9% Amy Jones-Baskaran (I)
2001 61.0% Mike Clancy (R)
2005 97.4% No opponent
2009 66.3% John Reader (G)
2013 66.3% Audrey Clement (G)

Both independent candidates were
known Republicans.  The “G” candidates
were from the Green Party.  Audrey Clement
has filed to run again for the County Board
this fall.  There is as yet no GOP candidate.

continued from page one

Fisette to retire from County Board with
two decades of institutional memory

Former Labor Secretary Tom Perez
eked out a win to be elected the new chair-
man of the Democratic National Committee
Saturday and immediately named his main
rival, Rep. Keith Ellison, to be his deputy,
in an effort to squelch any Sanders-Clinton
friction as the Party faces the onslaught of
Trumpianism.

The media had billed the race a replay

of last year’s primaries as Perez was a strong
Clinton supporter often touted as a possible
vice presidential pick and Ellison was an early
Sanders backer who was vocally supported
by Sanders for the chairmanship.

But the outcome actually gave the party
the ultimate in diverse leadership as Perez is
Hispanic and Ellison is the first Muslim ever
elected to Congress.

Perez won on the second ballot—after
falling one vote short on the first ballot—with
the support of 235 or 54 percent of the 435
party officials eligible to vote.

There were some shouts of protest after
Perez won.  Perez responded, “We don’t have
the luxury, folks, to walk out of this room di-
vided.  We don’t have that luxury.  We are
united by our love for the Democratic Party.”

The election was the first for DNC chair
to be contested since 1985.

DNC will now be led by
Hispanic-Muslim pair

     ELLISON           PEREZ
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In one of the stranger election fraud cases
ever seen, all charges have been dropped
against a Bath County supervisor who was
charged last year with running for the Bath
County board while living in adjoining High-
land County.

Stuart Hall’s case was not your standard
election fraud charge involving fraudulent
votes.  For months, it has roiled the rolling
hills of Bath County, the second least popu-
lous county in the commonwealth with just
4,500 people nestled in the Shenandoah Val-
ley.  The county is best known as the site of
The Homestead spa, which dates from 1766
and is the biggest employer in the county.

The county is also the home of State
Senator Creigh Deeds, who was the 2009
Democratic nominee for governor, when
Deeds liked to tell Northern Virginia rallies
that Bath County has only a single traffic light.

An investigation began back in July,
when it was brought to the attention of state
police that Supervisor Hall and his wife hadn’t
lived in Bath County for many years, despite
the fact that they were both registered to vote
with a Bath County address.  He has been
elected to the Bath County Board of Supervi-
sors eight times.

Hall was expected to be tried on six per-
jury charges for falsifying his address on vot-
ing records. A State Police investigation said
Stuart Hall was not using the address he gave
in Bath County, but was actually living in

Bath County confronts kind of election
fraud that GOP failed to  anticipate

another home in Highland County.
Three of the charges were for false state-

ments on forms and three more were for per-
jury, or lying under oath. They have all been
dropped.

“It was a compromise result,” Alleghany
County Commonwealth’s Attorney Ed Stein
said. Stein, acting as special prosecutor,
agreed not to pursue any of the six perjury
charges against Hall.

“The law on what is somebody’s legal
residence is extremely vague in Virginia, and
I don’t think either side really wanted to take
it all the way to trial,” Stein told local station
WDBJ7.

Hall, 76, has been a supervisor in Bath
County for a third of a century. He has al-
ways listed the same Bath County address as
his legal residence, his lawyer said. Under the
court agreement, he will serve the remainder
of his term, which will be another three years,
but will not be permitted to serve again.

“There have been ongoing negotiations,
and my viewpoint was that ultimately he had
been elected by the people of his district, and
they’re better judges of this than anybody
else,” Stein said.

“I’m sure there are people in Bath
County who will not see it as a win-win, but
for me—from my point of view—he gets to
go out with some dignity and grace. He will
not serve on the board again,” Stein said.

The charges emerged in the middle of

an effort by a group of Bath County residents
to remove three of the five supervisors, in-
cluding Hall.  The supervisors in Bath County
are all elected as independents and represent
districts with an average of fewer than 1,000
residents.

Last November, a group of residents filed
petitions asking a judge to remove Hall, Claire
Collins and Richard Byrd from office. The
petitions claimed that a controversial vote by
the board to eliminate the county’s director
of tourism position was discussed illegally in
a closed meeting, which they called a viola-
tion of the state open meetings law.  The three
supervisors said discussions of county person-
nel matters are one of the subjects specifically
exempted from the open meetings law.

Circuit Judge John Wetsel dismissed the
petitions January 18, ruling that, even if there
were a violation of the state’s open meetings
law, that was not enough to merit the drastic
step of having the judicial system override the
results of an election.

The Roanoke Times reported that Hall’s
attorney asked for the names of those who
requested the state police investigation of
Hall’s residency, suggesting a link between
that case and the removal efforts. But that re-
quest was denied, and any connection between
the two cases remains unclear.

But the case remains one of the odder
issues of election fraud and far from the type
of fraud the GOP has pursued in recent years.

From left, Supervisors Stuart Hall, Claire Collins and Richard Byrd at a Bath County board meeting.


