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Attorney General Mark Herring and guber-
natorial candidate Tom Perriello will be the fea-
tured speakers at the Annual Arlington Blue Vic-
tory Dinner being held this Saturday, April 8.

Tickets are still available—but hurry.
‘ The Blue Victory Dinner was the name chosen
last year to replace the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner,
though that term is still used for the statewide ban-
quet and many local dinners
around the country.

The dinner will be held at
the same site where it has been
located for several years—the
Westin Arlington Gateway at 801
North Glebe Road near the inter-
section with Wilson Blvd.  There
is easy access from the Ballston
Metro Station.  Parking is avail-
able in the underground garage on
Vermont Street, which is reached
from Fairfax Drive.

Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam,

who is also running for the Democratic gubernato-
rial nomination, was invited to speak but was un-
able to attend because of a family wedding.  Her-
ring will speak on his behalf.

Check-in and a reception begin at 6 p.m. At
check-in, guests will be given a straw ballot to cast
on contested state and local elections.  There will
also be a silent auction.

The dinner begins at 7 p.m. –
or as soon as dinner chairs Jenni-
fer Brodie and Gordon Simonett
can herd the crowd into the dinner
hall.

To get your ticket(s), go to
www.arlingtondemocrats.org/
bvd.  General admission tickets
are $135.  Roosevelt Society
members pay $125 and YDs
$100.  There is also a VIP ticket
for $250 that provides admission
before the dinner to the VIP re-
ception with the guest speakers.

Last chance for tickets to the BVD

The sleepy contest for the General Assembly
has morphed into a stunning event as Democrats in
dozens of GOP districts around the state see a ma-
jor opportunity to oust GOP delegates and perhaps
even take back control of the House of Delegates—
something thought to be impossible before Donald
Trump won the White House.

The GOP holds a commanding majority of 66
seats in the 100-seat House of Delegates—one seat
short of a two-thirds majority.  In recent years, most
Republicans have cruised to victory with only a
handful of incumbents challenged by Dems.

That has now changed dramatically.  Of the
66 GOP-held seats, 46 are being challenged by
Democrats; that’s more than double the 21 candi-
dates fielded by Dems two years ago—some of them
dragooned into running.

Across the aisle, of the 34 Democratic-held
seats, 30 face no GOP candidate, only four have
drawn a Republican opponent, showing the GOP

has now gone into a defensive crouch.
But what is even more impressive is that, in

many districts, Democrats are actually lining up to
get at the GOP.  In 19—that’s nineteen—GOP-held
districts, more than one Democrat is seeking the
party nomination in the June 13 primaries!  Twelve
districts have two Dems vying for the nomination,
five districts have three Dems eager to take on the
GOP and two districts find four Democrats seeking
the nomination.

In this century, until now, the largest number
of GOP-held districts that drew more than one Dem
challenger was two in 2007.  There was one district
in 2009 and one in 2013.  In the other five House of
Delegates election years, there were no districts
where more than one Dem found the urge to run.
Yet, this year, there are 19.  That signals that Demo-
crats in those districts see the GOP in serious trouble.

Further evidence that the GOP is in trouble

Dems are lined up to tackle
GOP incumbent DelegatesOur four

candidates for

the County

Board

Democratic

nomination and

three

candidates for

the School

Board

endorsement all

have messages

for you on

Pages 6 thru 9.

Voting in the
Democratic Cau-
cus will be
held May 9, 11
and 13.  Pick
your day and
come on out,
Locations and
times are given
on Page 6.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (703) 933-0558 — jbotland@msn.com

The resistance to President Trump is
working. The Muslim ban is stalled in the
courts, his approval rating is lower than that
of any other president less than a 100 days in,
and the repeal of the Affordable Care Act is
dead. The great theme of the Trump Admin-
istration is, in the memorable words of Ben-
jamin Wittes, “Malevolence tempered by in-
competence.” Fortunately, thus far incompe-
tence is winning. Of course, this is little con-
solation. We must continue to resist by any
means necessary. ACDC’s Jason Rylander
makes a great case for continuing the opposi-
tion at https://bluevirginia.us/2017/03/demo-
crats-opposition-party-now-time-act-like.
But also we need to answer the question, what
are Democrats for?

I would argue: 1) Raising wages, 2) Pro-
tecting the environment and 3) Protecting the
vulnerable. These three ideas unite our diverse
and broad Democratic coalition and address
fundamental problems both of the country and
the commonwealth. Furthermore, they apply
at every level of government from city coun-
cil to the governor’s mansion. Let’s explore

each one.
Raising wages — America, and Virginia

in particular, is long overdue for a raise. Get-
ting by on the minimum wage is extraordi-
narily difficult. It’s immoral to work fulltime
and still be in poverty and in need of public
assistance. According to Virginia Performs,
poverty is a persistent problem in Virginia,
stuck at about 11 percent from 2011 through
2015, largely due to stagnant wages. Raising
the minimum wage has a ripple effect in rais-
ing wages for other workers earning up to a
150 percent of the current minimum wage,
according to a Brookings Institution study.
Both Democratic gubernatorial candidates, Lt
Governor Ralph Northam and Tom Perriello,
recognize the problem and are calling for a
$15 minimum wage. The activists in Fight for
Fifteen and Black Lives Matter are working
together to organize national protests on this
issue. Democrats want to raise wages and
Republicans don’t.

Protecting the environment —This is-
sue is of frightening importance. Influenced
by climate change, Virginia has been hit with

record warm temperatures in February. Sea
levels are rising to the point where islands in
the Chesapeake Bay are starting to disappear.
And the three hottest years in human history
have been the last three years. Trump has re-
sponded by making a climate change denier
head of the Environmental Protection Agency,
slashing its budget by one-third, and signing
a bill to repeal Obama’s order restricting coal
ash pollution.

Obviously, Virginia must do all in its
power to resist these dangerous policies.
Again Northam and Perriello have great plans
to make Virginia a leader in protecting the en-
vironment and especially the Chesapeake Bay.
Both want to make renewable energy produc-
tion a priority, and Virginia has fallen well
behind the national average in producing re-
newable energy. This is an opportunity to cre-
ate jobs as well as combating climate change.

Protecting the vulnerable — This is
what the Democratic Party is all about. After
the failure of the cruel Republican replace-
ment plan for the Affordable Care Act, it is of
the utmost importance that we expand Med-
icaid in Virginia. We could cover an additional
400,000 Virginians. More than 70 percent of
people enrolled in Medicaid are satisfied with
their care.  This is urgent, since the opioid
crisis continues to worsen and lack of
healthcare could deny treatment to thousands
in dire need. Even Republicans are beginning
to acknowledge that healthcare is a right, not
a privilege.

While we have the opportunity to go on
the offense on Medicaid expansion, we must
defend immigrants, refugees, the LGBT com-
munity, among many others, against malicious
policies of the Trump Administration. Gov-
ernor McAuliffe has stated his resistance to
increased immigration raids in Virginia. At-
torney General Mark Herring has successfully
sued the administration to block the refugee
ban, as well as pushed for renewed hate crime
legislation.

We must let everyone know that Demo-
crats are as steadfast in our opposition to
Trump as we are in our beliefs for raising
wages, protecting the environment, and pro-
tecting the vulnerable.

What are Democrats for?
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Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, April 5, 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the month
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GMU Founders Hall
3351 Fairfax Drive

Intersection with Kirkwood Drive in Clarendon
Parking is available with access from Kirkwood for $5. There is

also a lot of street parking in the area. The Clarendon Metro stop is

two blocks east of the campus.

Like Willie Nelson, we are on the road again to yet

another location.  But we also want a larger location

this month as the program is a debate among our three

hopefuls for the School Board endorsement.  (The May

meeting will have a debate among the four County Board

candidates.)

March was a busy month for the Arling-
ton Young Democrats—from hosting an ad-
vocacy night with the 8th Congressional Dis-
trict Women’s Caucus to the 16th Annual
Charity Auction benefiting Offender Aid Res-
toration.

The Arlington Young Democrats are
hosting two events in April. First, they will
have the inaugural Club Blue Victory imme-
diately following the Arlington County Demo-
cratic Committee’s Blue Victory Dinner
(BVD) April 8 at the Westin Arlington Gate-
way-Ernest Hemingway Saloon.

Club Blue Victory is the official BVD
after-party, complete with a DJ, photo booth,
and cash beer and wine bar. All proceeds will
benefit the Arlington Young Dems as they
work to keep Arlington and Virginia blue!
You may purchase tickets by going to https:/
/secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/
clubbluevictory ($25-AYD, $35-non-AYD
under 35, $45 friends of AYD).

Second, AYD will host a public debate
for those seeking the Democratic nomination
for the Arlington County Board Wednesday,
April 19, at the National Rural Electric Co-
operative Association in Ballston. The event
will begin at 7 p.m. with doors opening at 6:30

p.m.  Often standing-room-only, this popular
annual event will feature all four Democratic
candidates: Peter Fallon, Erik Gutshall,
Kim Klingler and Vivek Patil.

Featuring select questions submitted
online and solicited from the audience, the
debate often serves as both a barometer of
community issues, and an early insight into
the state of the race. This year, it will be mod-
erated by journalist and author Michael Lee
Pope of Alexandria.

Lastly, AYD congratulated its members
elected to the Virginia Young Democrats Ex-
ecutive Committee during the Virginia Young
Democrats Convention March 18: Maggie
Davis (Political Director), Yorktown High
School Young Dem Graham Weinschenk
(Secretary), Tania Bougebrayel (Northern
Region Caucus Chair), Cristina Diaz-Torres
(Education Caucus Chair), and Sarah
Kramer (Health Caucus Vice Chair).

Additionally, AYD President Maggie
Davis was named Female Democrat of the
Year and former Young Democrats of America
President (and AYD member!) Atima Omara
was named a Young Democrat for Life!

AYDs invite
you to party
after BVD
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Cool run:   Josh Katcher, one of last year’s co-chairs of the Joint Campaign,
and wife Jillian recently traveled to, of all places, Antarctica.  While way
down under, Jillian completed her seventh marathon on her seventh conti-
nent, a record few can claim.  Josh proclaimed that he finished his “first—
and only” half marathon.  (Of course, it was summer while they were down
there.)

We‘ll drink to this:   Congressman Don Beyer has been rated the single most
Pro-Animal House Democrat.  When we saw that, we thought he was being
demeaned as a wild frat boy.  But it’s not “Pro-Animal House,” it’s “Pro-
Animal” House Democrat.  Some quotation marks would have helped!  The
congressman was cited chiefly for his sponsorship of the Humane Cosmetics
Act, which would phase out the testing of cosmetics on live animals.  Beyer
said, “It is time for us to end the painful and completely unnecessary process
of testing American cosmetics on animals.  Safer, more cost-effective and
completely humane alternatives already exist; and the United States is in no
danger of losing its competitive role as a leader in the global cosmetics
industry.  Now, we need to ensure our place as a moral leader.”  The ranking
was based on an analysis of the Humane Society Legislative Fund’s 2016
scorecard by Jon Hochschartner.  But where does Beyer stand on frat
parties?

Speaking truth to Trumpians:   AYD President Maggie Davis wrote The
Washington Post a letter to the editor on its article profiling Trump
supporters upset over retailers dropping Ivanka Trump’s brand of merchan-
dise.  “No retailer should be expected to keep a product on its shelves to the
detriment of its bottom line,” Davis wrote.  “If you are upset about brands
leaving stores, put your money where your social and political stances are
and buy those items.”

Wedding bells:   The son of former Rep. Jim Moran has just gotten engaged.
Patrick Moran will wed Danielle Griffith in early 2019.  The pair met in
Old Town Alexandria, where they currently reside, in 2014.  She owns
Balance Paddleboarding, a social enterprise committed to cleaning up the
Potomac River by offering standup paddleboard rentals at Jones Point.
Patrick is managing director of the Moran Strategy Group, a consultancy
that helps small businesses.

Still in the game:   Tom Hasman, who was active in Arlington Democrats but
then decamped for Rochester, New York, several years ago, has not lost his
political bent.  He has just announced that he is running for a seat on the
Rochester City Council.  There are five at large seats up for election this
year.

Thinking twice:    The Accomack County School Board, over on the Eastern
Shore, voted in November to pull “To Kill a Mockingbird” and “Huckle-
berry Finn” from school library shelves after a complaint about racial slurs.
After review—and a lot of controversy—both novels have now been
restored to the shelves.

The year is 25 percent expired and
Democratic Values in Action (DVA) has only
collected 10 percent of its 2017 cereal box
goal for Arlington’s needy.

However, that’s the way
it usually is—a slow start, punc-
tuated by a near-complete halt
during the fall campaign, con-
cluded by a massive outpouring
in the closing weeks of the year
(often supplemented by desperate
help in January).

With the end of March
and the first quarter, candidates
were totaling up all their contri-
butions for the quarter.  DVA did
its totaling up as well, recording
42 boxes toward its goal of 400
for 2017.

The January intake of
cereal, of course, went to fulfill the
2016 quota of 400 boxes.  So, the
first quarter collection this year of
42 boxes was actually a two-month
collection—so we’re not THAT far
behind!?

And to keep from falling
further behind this spring, please

remember to bring a box of cereal to any (and
all) ACDC gatherings—including the monthly
meeting and AYD events.  And, if you leave
your box behind, there is always a jar handy
where you can contribute cash toward the
cereal campaign.

What’s more, now you don’t even have
to attend a meeting to help out.  Just go
tohttps://afac.org/campaign/donations/
democraticvaluesinaction/.  All the cereal goes
to the Arlington Food
Assistance Center
(AFAC).

400

40

Democratic Values in Action

With 25% of
year gone,
10% 0f
cereal is in
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Number of incumbents  in House
of Delegates who have drawn
more than one challenger in the
other party’s primary.  (Color
shows which party’s primary.)

19

continued from  page one

came in statewide poll released last week by
Christopher Newport University in Newport
News.  It asked voters if they would vote to-
day for the Democratic or Republican House
of Delegates candidate in their district.  A to-
tal of 48 percent said they would vote for a
Democrat while 41 percent went for the Re-
publicans.  Nine percent were undecided and
the remaining 2 percent opted for a third party
candidate.

That is not Democratic dominance, but
it certainly points to a significant shift.  The
winds blowing toward Democrats have even
sparked hopes that Democrats could win a
majority of the House of Delegates, which

would require picking up a net of 17 seats—a
very challenging goal, though one that does
not look impossible as it did six months ago.

In 2015, every delegate who ran for-re-
election won.  Not a solitary incumbent was
defeated.  That doesn’t look likely to be re-
peated this year.  The question now is not:
Will Democrats pick up House seats this fall?
but: How many seats will Democrats win?

The change began after the presidential
election when statisticians noticed that Hillary
Clinton won 51 of the House of Delegates
districts, including 17 (the magic number for
this fall) that are held by Republicans—de-
spite the fact that the GOP had gerrymandered
the state in 2011 specifically to “guarantee”
GOP wins in a solid majority of the districts.
Dems have at least one challenger in each of
those 17 districts.

Beyond that, Virginia’s elections in the
year after a presidential election have com-

monly had more than a whiff of being a refer-
endum on the new man in the White House.
For example, Virginia Dems got clobbered in
2009, one year into Barack Obama’s first
term.  The Christopher Newport poll asked
Virginians if they approved of the way Donald
Trump was doing his job: 59 percent gave a
resounding no, while only 37 percent ap-
proved—another arrow pointing in the Demo-
cratic direction.

Dems are eager to take on GOP delegates

You better get there early to get a seat at
the Second Saturday Breakfast, otherwise you
may have to hold your plate on your knees.

The breakfasts marked their seventh
birthday last month with a packed house of
168.  And in February, the crowd hit 200.  The
Second Saturday Breakfast now draws more
people than the monthly meeting.

The doors are now opening at 8 a.m. and
folks are urged to get there early to get a seat.

The deal ACDC has with management
is that we will clear out by 10 a.m. so the regu-
lar clientele can get in.

This month’s
second Saturday is
April 8 and the
guests will be all
seven County Board
and School Board
candidates.  Each
candidate will speak
briefly and ACDC
Chair Kip
Malinosky will
pose questions.

The site is the
same as always—

the Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.
And please remember to bring cash to

settle up your breakfast bill.

2nd Saturday
Breakfasts
getting packed
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Here are your Caucus candidates
There is no reason to skip voting in the

caucus for School Board and County Board
candidates, as the voting window has now
been expanded to three days.

On this page and the following three
pages, the four candidates for the County
Board and the three candidates for School
Board offer their messages to the voters.

Then, on three days in May, you get the
chance to vote—not once, not twice, but seven
times!  That’s because ACDC now uses In-
stant Runoff Voting (IRV), also called Ranked
Order Balloting (ROB), in its caucuses.  That
means you don’t just pick one candidate—
no, you rank the candidates by the order of
your preference.

The winner must have a full majority of
the ballots.  If no candidate passes the 50 per-
cent mark, then the ballots for the last-placed
candidate are checked again and the second
preferences on those ballots are distributed
among the remaining candidates.  If no one
has yet passed 50 percent, this procedure is

done again until some candidate has a
majority.

ACDC adopted this procedure a few
years ago because it wanted candidates to be
the choice of a majority of voters.  Normally,
that would mean a run-off with sharply re-
duced turnout.  The system of ranking candi-
dates allows an “instant runoff” with no fall
off in turnout.

Here are the caucus locations and
times:

Tuesday, May 9, 7-9 p.m., Francis Scott
Key Elementary School, 2300 Key Blvd. at
the intersection with Veitch Street, just a half
block south of Wilson Blvd.

Thursday, May 11, 7-9 p.m., Drew
Model School, 3500 23rd Street South, a few
blocks west of South Glebe.

Saturday, May 13, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Washington-Lee High School. 1301 North
Stafford, just north of Washington Blvd.

There will also be at least three County
Board candidate debates:

Tuesday, April 18, 7:30-9:15 p.m. Res-
urrection Lutheran Church, 6201 Washing-
ton Blvd.,

Wednesday, April 19, 7-8:30 p.m., spon-
sored by Arlington YDs at the NRECA Build-
ing, 3501 Wilson Blvd.

Wednesday, May 3, 7:30 p.m., Arling-
ton County Democratic Committee monthly
meeting, NRECA Building, 3501 Wilson
Blvd.

There will be a separate Democratic pri-
mary Tuesday, June 13, at regular voting
places for governor, lieutenant governor and
one Arlington House of Delegates seat.

James Lander
For the past seven years—as your school board member—I have

advocated consistently for improving and expanding academic pro-
grams for all students. Through my experience and leadership I will
continue to prioritize instruction ensuring Arlington Public Schools
continues to provide a world-class education that empowers every
child to succeed, regardless of race, socioeconomic status, ethnicity,
gender, language, disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

I am seeking your support and your vote for reelection to the
Arlington School Board because I want to continue to be a passionate
advocate for under represented families and communities that depend
on our public schools to deliver on their promise of high expectations
for every child. Through my service to our community, I have been
successful with engaging, listening, and involving more diverse fami-
lies and civic leaders in the ongoing discussion of student achieve-
ment and enrollment growth. In collaboration with my County Board
colleagues, I am leading our short-term priority; providing 5,000 seats
of additional capacity at every grade level over the next ten years, and
our long-term planning to provide families with consistent and equi-
table access to neighborhood and option programs.

Encouraging and supporting families to become more active in
their child’s educational journey is my foundation for implementation
and funding of Minority Achievement Specialists in the classroom at
the elementary school level, a Family and Community Engagement

Coordinator, mentoring pro-
grams for middle school boys
and girls, and the expansion of
Career and Technical Education
programs, project-based learn-
ing for students. In leadership
roles on the board, my priority
remains quality instruction for
every child, while also strategi-
cally using our limited resources
to address rapid enrollment
growth. Previously as Chair, I
lowered the cost per pupil by
hundreds of dollars.

My record on the school
board reinforces the principles of
good governance and vibrant
public schools. I’m committed to
our shared values-- not just in
my words, but also in my
actions.

To meet the challenges of today and in the future we need an
experienced, responsive, dedicated leader. I am that leader!

You have honored me with you trust on two previous occasions
and I thank you for your support and encouragement along this jour-
ney. I ask you now for your support and your vote to continue my
elected service to our wonderful community.

The three School Board candidates
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Maura McMahon

Monique O’Grady

The election of Donald Trump and appointment of Betsy DeVos
as U.S. Secretary of Education pose a serious threat to the backbone
of the American experience – a quality public education for every
child.  These unfortunate developments, along with our County’s con-
tinued growth, requires our School Board to change the way it goes
about maintaining Arlington’s reputation for educational excellence.

We need a School Board that employs responsive leadership and
the ability to adapt to the changing demands of our system; a Board will-
ing and able to engage in difficult conversations; a Board with the cour-
age to make decisions that reflect an unyielding commitment to our demo-
cratic values of opportunity, diversity, inclusivity, and equality.

Despite the outstanding education APS provides, I believe a lack
of vision for our vastly growing system and a Band-Aid approach to
problem-solving has exacerbated inequities in our system.  It has led
to missed opportunities to address a capacity crisis effectively and
efficiently; to uphold our principles of diversity and inclusivity; to
ensure accessibility of opportunities for all students; and to minimize
disparities between students and between schools.

Arlington Public Schools is not the same system it was five or
ten years ago, and it will keep changing as Arlington continues to
grow. Thinking and decision-making of the past no longer suit our
present needs, and will not best prepare us for our future.  We need
fresh thinking!

My husband, Michael, and I chose to live in Arlington largely

I am Monique O’Grady. After years of volunteering and serving
in our community and Arlington Public Schools (APS), I am proud
to seek the Democratic endorsement for Arlington School Board.

I am running to ensure that as we deal with the capacity chal-
lenges APS stays focused on its students. I also want to help APS
ensure there is a love of learning for ALL students. When we love
what we do, we try harder and we succeed. I will work to fulfill this
goal by focusing on the ABCs: Academics, Boundaries, Capacity
& Communication.

Academics.  Instruction must be put first. When construction
strategies are separated from instructional goals we are not strategic
in helping make the best academic decisions for our students.

Boundaries. We can respect communities while embracing di-
versity when we consider school boundary changes. We can help make
sure APS students are ready to succeed in a multicultural world by
creating and supporting diversity in our schools.

Capacity & Communication. The School Board must work
more closely with the County Board to get in front of our challenging
capacity crunch. Furthermore, we need to expand effective commu-
nication with our students, teachers and community.

I am a passionate 25-year Arlington resident, 19-year APS par-
ent, longtime community advocate, and communications professional.
My husband Mike and I live in Arlington Heights where we have
raised three children – two are Washington-Lee graduates and–our

`

youngest is a 7th grader at
Gunston Middle School.

My motivation for running
for School Board is built upon
years of advocacy for our chil-
dren. I have a proven track
record of bringing people to-
gether and creating solutions.

I have worked inside
schools and across the APS sys-
tem to bring positive change for
students, teachers and the greater
community. I’ve led a PTA or-
ganization and served on several
critically important Arlington
Public Schools committees that
helped shape boundaries, educa-
tional, and capacity priorities. I
am proud to have been recog-
nized by the Arlington School
Board with an Honored Citizen Award and asked to co-chair the suc-
cessful 2016 Bond Campaign.

I believe that my experience coupled with my dedication to en-
suring a love of learning for all will allow me to be a successful mem-
ber of the School Board serving the residents of Arlington County.

Learn more about me at www.MoniqueOGrady.org. Twitter and
Facebook @Monique4APS. I hope to earn your vote on May 9, 11 or
13.

due to the reputation and qual-
ity of Arlington schools.  Our
daughter Sarah is a 4th grader
at Barcroft, and our son Ian is
a 6th grader at Jefferson.

I have been actively in-
volved in our schools for 7
years, having served as PTA
Vice President, Odyssey of the
Mind Coordinator, and in other
volunteer roles.  For three
years, I have been actively ad-
vocating specifically on behalf
of equality, opportunity, and a
comprehensive view for strate-
gic solutions.  My perspective
and knowledge of our schools
has expanded through my par-
ticipation in the Thomas
Jefferson and South Arlington
Working Groups, and on the
County Council of PTAs Executive Board.

As your school board member, I will bring responsive leader-
ship, fresh thinking, a long-term view for decision-making, and a new
focus for how APS strives to meet the needs of every student.  I am
eager to serve Arlington as a member of the School Board.  I humbly
ask for your vote in May.

The three School Board candidates
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Peter Fallon

Erik Gutshall

Jay Fisette has earned the thanks of every Arlingtonian for his
long legacy of service and leadership. Jay got things done because he
believed every resident deserved his equal effort.

I’m running for County Board because we must maintain and
grow that civic spirit. Arlington is a strong and resilient community,
but we face urgent challenges, both on policy and on vision. No one
can replace Jay, but his legacy deserves an experienced successor who
shares the long view of moving Arlington forward in a responsible
and collaborative way.

Every election matters. Just think back to November. We don’t
need any more evidence that our leaders have a real influence on our
daily life. The County Board will need to stand up not only to
micromanaging threats from Washington, but increasingly disruptive
Republicans in Richmond.

I believe we can do that while still advancing our community
vision for a progressive and vibrant county. After 25 years of commu-
nity involvement as a Planning Commissioner, Transportation Com-
missioner and advocate for affordable housing and our schools, I’ve
seen just about every policy fight Arlington offers, and I’ve worked
to guide us down the right path. That experience within the commu-
nity made me a better person and a more capable advocate.

Like many Arlingtonians, I came for the community and stayed
for the schools. Our schools are the engine that drives the county eco-

I’m Erik Gutshall, I am focused on the future, and I’m asking for
your support to be the next member of the Arlington County Board.
When my wife and I moved to Lyon Park in 1995, we didn’t expect to
stay long, but like many of you, we quickly fell in love with our new
community. Impressed by what Arlington county and schools offered,
we put down roots, and are raising our three wonderful daughters
here. We learned that Arlington’s success story was written by ordi-
nary citizens, with shared values, working together to tackle the chal-
lenges of their day. Wanting to give back, I volunteered with my civic
association, a local family shelter, and eventually our planning and
transportation commissions. I have met so many great people that I
know we can tackle the challenges of tomorrow if we work together.
But as a small business owner, I also know that if you don’t innovate,
you stagnate. Our values haven’t changed, but our solutions have to.

As a parent of three APS students, I know how important solv-
ing the capacity crisis is to Arlington’s future. Last year I lobbied for
the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JAFC) because the School
Board and County Board must work together to squeeze the most
from our limited space and dollars. On the Board, I will work with the
JFAC to look for creative solutions like reimagining a vacant office
building as a school on the lower floors and a senior center above.

I also know the anxiety of a parent who wonders if his daughters
will be able to afford to make Arlington their home. I will use my

nomically and culturally. More
than that, they’re proof that pub-
lic schools work. They are our
clear statement that government
works. As a part of the Planning
Commission, I took an active role
in planning, building and main-
taining our world-class educa-
tional facilities while respecting
our budget and the competing in-
terests of community groups.

You can see my record re-
flected in our community: over my
years on Arlington Commissions
and Task Forces, I’ve helped build
six schools, three major parks and
over 1,000 units of committed af-
fordable housing. I feel a connec-
tion and responsibility to people whose lives have improved because of
those projects, even though they may not know me.

I encourage you to learn more about how I’ll approach the issues
facing Arlington at my website, www.FallonforCountyBoard.org.

I’ll be making calls and knocking doors to earn your support
on May 9, 11 and 13 because I know we can continue to build the
Arlington our community wants. We may have to fight for our values,
but I welcome the opportunity. Our community is worth fighting for.

planning and zoning experience
to create neighborhood-scale
“Missing Middle” housing along
our transportation corridors. The
market will create this housing
without taxpayer money, and we
can keep young families starting
out, empty nesters, and everyone
in between from being priced out
of Arlington.

Our progressive values are
ones of shared prosperity with an
economy that works for everyone.
I will make targeted investments
to help our entrepreneurs and in-
novators grow and create a thriv-
ing, diversified economy freed
from dependence on the federal
sector.

Combined with my small
business fiscal discipline, this economy for all will allow us to keep
taxes low.

My deep and broad experience, and my perspective as a small
business owner, qualifies me to be your next board member.  I hope
you will make me your number one choice.  To learn how I am fo-
cused on the future, please visit Erik4Arlington.com. Voting is on
May 9, 11, and 13.

The four County Board candidates
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I am running for Arlington County Board because over the past
15 years, I have been working in our community as a first responder,
volunteer tutor, Arlington commission chair, and as president of my
civic association. I am ready to meet our challenges and will work
every day to keep Arlington safe, diverse, and forward thinking.

Like many Arlingtonians, I grew up elsewhere. I moved around
a lot as a child in a military family, but always tried to plant my roots
wherever we made our home. I’m grateful for the opportunity that
our travels provided me; I experienced many schools and met people
from all over the country with diverse backgrounds and customs.
Throughout my childhood, I participated in competitive gymnastics
and community service, like the Key Club, both of which helped me
find a connection to my new communities.

After graduating from JMU in 2001, I moved to Arlington and it
became my true home. And, as I have in every place, I have lived my
passion for community and public service throughout my years as an
Arlingtonian. When I first moved here, my career required me to travel
a lot. Despite the travel, I still made it a priority to become involved
and to put down roots in my new community. When I wasn’t travel-
ling, I spent my time volunteering with a Head Start program in
Ballston.

In late 2004 I made a career change and took a position at the
National Cancer Institute. Also that year, having been a former Key

18 years ago, I made the journey to the United States. As you
might imagine, moving from Mumbai to Memphis is quite the culture
shock. During this time, my fondest memories were of the commu-
nity I found here; the compassion and openness of the people around
me.

As an immigrant, the learning curve was steep but I was fortu-
nate to experience the generosity inherently part of our American val-
ues. Values that I experience every day in Arlington, and the founda-
tion of our community.

With an eye towards creating a more cohesive community, a group
of volunteers and I started the Building Bridges Outreach Initiative.
Since then, we’ve met with residents across Arlington, listening to
stories of hope, success, challenge and hardship. I’ve encountered
communities that feel left out and that they don’t have a seat at the
table. This campaign is inspired by these stories and needs.

Of course, while inequities exist in Arlington, so do the ingredi-
ents for diversified and equitable growth. Our community can and
should be a place where opportunity is made available to all
Arlingtonians.

So, how do we achieve this?
By thinking critically and innovatively about our young people.

By working with our school board and educators to address educa-
tional resource issues, school capacity and opening new pathways
from a high-quality public school education to employment.

Clubber, I made it a priority to join
the Arlington Kiwanis Club. The
Arlington Kiwanis chapter imme-
diately welcomed me and intro-
duced me to so many other op-
portunities for community service
in Arlington.

Community service has al-
ways been important to me, but I
have also been drawn to the im-
portance of public service.
Whether serving as chair of the
Arlington Emergency Prepared-
ness Advisory Commission, as the
current president of the Leeway-
Overlee Civic Association, or be-
ing an EMT with the Falls Church
Volunteer Fire Department, I have
made service to others a priority in my life.

As a County Board member, I will build on my experience. I
will work to ensure emergency services arrive within four minutes
after dialing 911. I will make smart zoning decisions so people of all
income levels can afford to live in our community and build mean-
ingful regional partnerships to meet shared goals despite tighter bud-
gets. Together, we will keep Arlington the safe, diverse, and forward-
thinking community we love. I ask for your vote in the caucus.

We have an obligation to en-
courage high-tech jobs creating in-
dustries to come to Arlington and
stay in Arlington, balanced with
opportunities for small business
growth in low income communi-
ties. We can empower our next
generation of entrepreneurs to cre-
ate a robust startup culture right
here in our community.

This culture of innovation
can have spillover effects, shap-
ing our community for the better.
It means transforming our multi-
modal transportation infrastruc-
ture and creatively addressing
housing affordability for both
families and our elderly residents
that are aging in place.

Our community has talent that is unparalleled. Let’s tap into this
resource by bringing together different voices, harnessing the creativ-
ity that Arlington has to offer. Arlington only succeeds when all
Arlingtonians can succeed.

I am truly proud to live in Arlington. Despite the divisive dis-
course that afflicts our politics today, I want to remind you that I am
running for Arlington County Board only because of the generosity,
kindness and compassion of people like you, in this community and
across our country.

The four County Board candidates


