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Record caucus turnout of almost
6,000 picks Gutshall & O’Grady

Will primary bring out voters?
Primary Day is next Tuesday, June 13, when

Democrats will be picking their nominees for both
governor and lieutenant governor. Messages from
the candidates appear on pages 7-9 of this issue.

Republicans will also be picking nominees for
governor and lieutenant governor that day.  This is
a bit of a novelty as the GOP right induced their
party to use a convention to pick nominees in 2009
and 2013.  That caused a disaster in 2013 when the
convention chose the most rightwing candidates for
all three statewide offices and lost all three in No-
vember.

The third statewide office is attorney general.
There is no Democratic primary for AG this year as
no one is challenging incumbent Mark Herring.  And
the GOP also does not have an AG primary this year
as only former Assistant U.S. Attorney John Adams,
now a Richmond attorney, chose to run.

For the last three gubernatorial primaries, the

highest turnout has barely topped 6 percent.  That
“record” may be beaten this year since both parties
are holding gubernatorial primaries and the Demo-
cratic race is rated a tossup between Ralph Northam
and Tom Perriello.

Another factor that may draw out more voters
is the Trump factor.  Many voters say they are eager
to show their feelings, whether positive or negative,
about President Trump at the ballot box.

Only Virginia and New Jersey hold guberna-
torial races in the year after a presidential race.  Vir-
ginia chose to do it that way to try to put more em-
phasis on state issues.  New Jersey does it because
its main media outlets are in New York City and
Philadelphia, which would ignore a New Jersey
governor’s race held when Pennsylvania or New
York were choosing their governors.

 The race has also gotten national attention as
continued on page seven

GUTSHALL

O’GRADY

continued on page six

In a caucus whose turnout
shattered the old record—set way
back in the 20th Century—Ar-
lington Democrats have nomi-
nated Erik Gutshall as their can-

didate for County Board and en-
dorsed Monique O’Grady for
the School Board in the fall elec-
tion.

The turnout was 5,972 vot-
ers, a stunning 21 percent more
than the turnout a quarter century
ago in 1993.  The 2017 caucus
was to pick a successor to Jay
Fisette.  The 1993 Caucus was
the one that nominated Fisette for
the County Board the first time.

The table on Page Six shows
all the caucuses, or firehouse pri-
maries as they are often called,
of the 21st Century and the big
ones of the 20th Century.  The key
to a large turnout is usually a large
number of candidates who are on
the phones getting their close sup-
porters to come to the caucus.

Every caucus with four or
more candidates has drawn more
than 4,000 voters with one excep-

tion—last year’s School Board
caucus that didn’t even draw
2,000 voters with four candidates.
And every Caucus that drew more
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We have three folks run-

ning in the Democratic

primary for lieutenant

goveenor and two for

governor.  See their mes-

sages on Page 7-9.
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (202) 744-0542 — jbotland@msn.com

Saving the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) is the defining legisla-
tive fight of Trump’s presidency. This is about
millions of people getting the health care they
need and it’s about millions more avoiding
bankruptcy. That there are fewer uninsured
Americans than ever before and the bank-
ruptcy rate has been cut in half is due to the
Affordable Care Act. It is a tragedy that the
ACA had to be in critical danger for it to be-
come popular, but this is where we are. The
good news is those of us who believe
healthcare is a right, not a privilege, are well
positioned to win this fight.

First, let’s be clear on the threat to the
historic benefits ACA has brought to millions
of Americans. Passing the American Health
Care Act (AHCA, the House Republican re-
placement for ACA) into law would mean 14
million Americans would lose health insur-
ance by 2018 and 23 million by 2026, accord-
ing to the Congressional Budget Office
(CBO). About one-sixth of Americans would
risk losing protections from denial of health
insurance due to preexisting conditions. If we

don’t elect a Democratic’governor, Virginia
could be one of those states that applies for a
waiver since the Republican front-runner, Ed
Gillespie, said he’s open to it. And according
to Vox reporter Sarah Kliff, “It would hit the
poor and elderly especially hard; a low-in-
come 64-year-old Obamacare enrollee would
see her premiums rise between 700 and 800
percent.”

This zombie healthcare bill just barely
managed to pass the House of Representa-
tives. Of course, that didn’t stop Trump from
celebrating its passage in one house at the
White House with House Republicans. Its
prospects in the Senate are much dimmer. Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, stated,
“I don’t know how we can get to 50 [votes] at
the moment.” However, we can’t assume this
cruel bill will die on its own. Indivisible and
like-minded groups are doing a great job put-
ting grassroots pressure on senators. Those
calls, emails, faxes, visits and town hall meet-
ings must continue, but that can’t be all that
we do.

We need to win back power. I said in my

last column that I think a Democratic wave is
building, but we can’t be complacent about it
and we must fight even when the odds of vic-
tory are remote. In Virginia, our odds of win-
ning come November look promising and we
must do all we can to win big.

For both policy and political reasons,
health care should be an issue front and cen-
ter in the Virginia’s elections this fall. First, if
we are able to stop the Republican healthcare
plan, then we fight for Medicaid expansion
in Virginia; expanding coverage for up to
400,000 people is a top priority. If AHCA
manages to become law. then the question
becomes: will Virginia accept a waiver from
ACA’s essential health benefits. On both is-
sues, Virginians overwhelming favor the
Democratic position.

Health care really is an issue that can sig-
nificantly shift public opinion. It’s a large part
of the reason Democrats lost badly under
President Obama in 2010 and President
Clinton in 1994. Now the shoe is on the other
foot. The message is simple: Democrats are
trying to protect your health care coverage and
Republicans are trying to take it away.

Both Ralph Northam and Tom
Perriello are running on expanding health
care coverage, whereas Ed Gillespie is open
to the waiver to reduce patient protections and
opposes Medicaid expansion.

If we win big in Virginia, it will send a
strong message to every U.S. senator: oppose
the ACA at your electoral peril. If we make
major gains in the House of Delegates, then
we have an opportunity not only to defend
the health coverage, but also to greatly ex-
pand it. Let’s win the fight for health care in
Virginia and the nation.

Fighting for health care



ACDC Voice, June 2017, Page 3

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, June 7, 7 p.m.

Bumper Sticker
 of the month

NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson

Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

Our meeting is six days before Primary Election

Day and the topic of our program will be the targeted

races around Virginia and the effort to make a big—

repeat, BIG—pickup in seats in the House of Delegates

this November.  It is not an exaggeration to say that there

are opportunities now that did not exist before Donald

Trump won last November.

The 8th Congressional District Demo-
cratic Convention didn’t let the dim lighting
slow it down as it elected new members of
the State Central Committee and the 8th CD
Committee May 20.

Eighth CD Chair Margo Horner had to
resort to a flashlight at the rostrum to follow
the agenda as only 14 of the 60 lights over
the stage at the Francis C. Hammond Middle
School in Alexandria were working.

The 8th District is composed of all of
Arlington, Alexandria and Falls Church and
parts of eastern Fairfax County. (See map.)

The rules allow any registered voter in
the Eighth District who signs in as a Demo-
crat to attend and vote at the Convention.
Although Arlington accounts for about one-
third of the population of the Eighth District,
the turnout was just over half from Arling-
ton—90 from Arlington, 55 from Alexandria,
30 from Fairfax County and four from Falls
Church.

However, that didn’t give Arlington
any’special punch in the elections.  The del-
egation from each jurisdiction only gets to
vote for the members representing that juris-
diction.

Under the party rules, half of the 20 of-
ficers must be male and half female.  Fairfax
County elects eight members and Alexandria
four, divided evenly between the genders.

Arlington gets to elect seven members, four
men and three women, while Falls Church
gets one member, who must be a woman.

Those elected are simultaneously both
the members of the 8th District Committee,
which meets monthly, and the State Central
Committee, which meets quarterly.

Falls Church elected Peg Willingham,
who used to live in Arlington and was active
in ACDC before her defection to Falls Church.
She was unopposed.

Arlington had four candidates for the
three female slots—Margo Horner,
Maureen Markham, Kimberly Phillip and
Naila Rahman.  The first three were elected.

Seven challenged for the four male
slots—Steve Baker, Charley Conrad, Josh
Katcher, Jason Rylander, Bob Platt, Avram
Reisman, and John Stowell.  The first four
won.

The convention also took up a thick
packet of 32 resolutions.  Although there is
usually a tussle over a handful of resolutions,
this year no questions were raised about any,
and all 32 were approved en bloc.  These reso-
lutions will now be sent to the State Central
Committee for consideration.

Convention
elects 8th CD
leadership

Precincts

of 8th CD
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Back to Arlington turf:   Bree Raum will be fording the Potomac and returning to
Arlington from the District with her new family this summer.  She married
about two years ago, acquired an instant family, moved across the river and had
a child of her own with her new husband.  They’ll be settling in the Clarendon/
Lyon Village area.  She still works with the American Gas Association.  Madi
Green even retrieved her name tag from the ACDC archive.

A star is born:   Brittany O’Grady, daughter of Monique O’Grady, who was just
endorsed by ACDC for the School Board, has a leading role in the Fox drama
“Star,” which ran Wednesday nights this past winter and now has been renewed
for a second season.  Brittany, who turns 21 this summer, portrays one of three
singers trying to get away from their pasts and achieve success in show biz.
Brittany, a graduate of Washington-Lee (like Sandra Bullock), got her acting
start at age 10 when she was cast for a role in the 2007 Signature Theater
production of “The Witches of Eastwick.”

Green thumb:   Wendy Mills, wife of Yorktown precinct captain Mark Habeeb,
frequent volunteer and certified master gardener, recently wrote an article for
the master gardeners of Northern Virginia as part of her work with the
Glencarlyn Library Community Garden.

Scientific:   Annie Minoff, once president of the Yorktown High Young Dems,
now hosts a public radio podcast “Undiscovered” that looks at the lucky breaks
and left turns that make scientific research really work.

Park award:   Paul Holland, son of former State Senator Ed Holland, has been
named a recipient of the 2016 Outstanding Park Service Award for his long
service on Arlington’s Park and Recreation Commission. The citation says: “A
true Arlington leader, Paul has applied his planning acumen to create a commu-
nity-based vision for the future of Arlington parks.”

Side job:  The Friday, May 12, crossword puzzle in The New York Times was a
collaboration between former President Bill Clinton and an Arkansas district
court judge, Victor Fleming, who has been a regular Times puzzle contributor.

Hall of famer:   Former County Board member John Milliken has been named to
the Arlington Business Hall of Fame.

Name changers:   Eight months after voting to change the name of Jefferson
Davis Highway within Alexandria, the Alexandria City Council has named a
four-person advisory committee to mull over names.  Two of the four members
will be Arlingtonians—Gerry Laporte, former president of the Arlington
Historical Society; and Elmer Lowe, Sr., former president of the Arlington
branch of the NAACP.  In a news release, the city said the representatives from
Arlington County were included because, while Arlington County has not
formally voted on changing the name of its section of Jefferson Davis Highway,
Alexandria wanted the county’s input on possible names for both jurisdictions.

Triple triple-A:   For the 17th year in a row, all three credit rating agencies—
Standard & Poor, Moody’s and Fitch—have given Arlington County triple-A
debt ratings for its bonds—the highest rating.  Out of more than 3,000 counties
across the United States, only 45 received triple triple-A ratings this year.

There is no need to wait until Election
Day, just a week away.  You can vote right
now and avoid the crush on primary day—
though, to be frank, there isn’t likely to be a
crush.  Statewide, the highest turnout for the
last three gubernatorial primaries has been all
of 6 percent.

The technical term for voting early in
Virginia is “in-person absentee voting,” but
it just means voting in the weeks before ac-
tual Election Day.

Voting is on the third floor of the County
Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, in the
Registrar’s Office.  The voting window is
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Saturday, June 10, from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Note that there is no early voting on the
Monday before Primary Tuesday, June 13, as
the staff will be busy setting up the voting
equipment in all 54 precincts.

ACDC urges everyone who can to vote
early.  First of all, it’s convenient because you
pick the day.

Others miss voting on Election Day be-
cause they have a crunch at the office, were
called out of own or wake up ill.  All that’s
avoided by voting early.

Don’t forget to bring a photo ID.  That is
now required by Virginia state law both for
early voting and on regular Election Day.

The law sets out 19 different reasons that
make you eligible to vote early.  Don’t get
lost in the weeds of whether you are awaiting
trial, on jury duty or pregnant.

Just write in 1C if you work outside Ar-
lington or 1D if you think you will be absent
for any period on Election Day on personal
business, such as having lunch in Old Town
or buying flowers in Merrifield.

The application form takes 30 seconds
to fill out and then you vote by filling in a
paper ballot—just like in the olden days of
the 20th Century!—but then inserting the pa-
per ballot into one of the county’s brand-new
scanners that count the votes.

You can also vote by mail if you pre-
fer—and don’t forget any kids away at col-
lege.  An application for a mail-in ballot can
be obtained on the County webpage at:
http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee/absentee-
voting-ballot-application/  But hurry.

Early voting
underway
for primary
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CONTORTIONIST – This is a map of Virginia.  It’s not the usual map of Virginia geography, but
rather a map showing where the people live and how they vote.  The larger an area, the more people
it has.  The darker an area, the more Democratic it is. This gives you a more graphic picture of how
dominant Northern Virginia, Hampton Roads and the Capital Region are.  And the Democratic
areas are becoming both larger and darker—i.e., they are becoming more Democratic.  The most
populous jurisdiction in the state is Fairfax County.  Al Gore lost there in 2000 with 47 percent of the
vote.  Since then it has always gone Democratic by increasing margins.  Hillary won there last fall
with 64 percent.  Arlington went 60 percent for Gore and 75 percent for Hillary.  Richmond went 65
percent for Gore and 78 for Hillary.  Loudoun County was once reliably Republican.  In recent
years, it has been among the fastest growing counties in the country.  Gore lost it by 15 points while
Hillary won it by 16.  Chester-
field County, the suburbs of
Richmond, is the third largest
jurisdiction in the state and a
Republican bastion.  In 2000,
George W. Bush won it by 28
points; in 2012, Mitt Romney
won by 8 points.  Last fall,
Donald Trump won, but by a
margin of just two points.  That
pointy tip on the far left used to
be the only far left part of Vir-
ginia.  Now it is far right.  It’s
coal country.  Since 2000, the
vote has shifted by 30 percent-
age points away from Demo-
crats to Republicans.  But few
people live there anymore.
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than 4,000 voters had four or more candidates—except for the very
unusual 1986 two-candidate—race—for the commonwealth’s attor-
ney, which turned into a barnburner.

Turnout was probably also boosted by the fact that ACDC held
the caucus over three days at three different locations for the first
time.  For many years previously, caucuses have been held all-day
Saturday and on one weekday evening.

This year’s caucus set a record for turnout—and a record for
number of candidates, seven, including four for County Board and
three for School Board.

This year’s caucus was again held under the IRV & ROB system
of Instant Runoff Voting and Ranked Order Balloting.

No one had a majority of the votes after the ballots were counted
in both races.  The ballots for the last-placed candidate were then
taken out and the second choices of those voters were then assigned
to the other candidates.  At the end of the second round, Gutshall and
O’Grady both had majorities and were declared the winners.

The tables at the right show the numbers for the two races.
ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky said, “Local politics is where

Democratic values matter most because our elected officials make

continued from page one

Gutshall & O’Grady win in record turnout
decisions every day that help shape our neighborhoods, our schools
and our sense of community.  We are grateful to all the candidates and
the voters who came out over three days to select our nominees.”

The main guest at the Second Saturday Breakfast this month
will be State Senator Adam Ebbin, one of the few gays in the Gen-
eral Assembly, as the breakfast marks LGBT Pride Month

The breakfast will also welcome and congratulate the winners
of the May Caucus—County Board candidate Erik Gutshall and
School Board candidate Monique O’Grady.

The breakfast is back on the second Saturday, June 10, and at
the usual place, Busboys & Poets in Shirlington.  Doors open at 8
a.m. and the event kicks off at 8:30.

And don’t forget to bring cash to settle up the bill.

The state party’s annual Jefferson-Jackson Dinner will hear from
former Attorney General Eric Holder in two weeks.

The dinner will be held Saturday, June 17, at 7 p.m. in The Rich-
mond Marriott at 500 East Broad Street.

Individual tickets are $150 each, and there are other pricing op-
tions available.

Holder will be speaking as the chair of the National Democratic
Party’s Redistricting Committee, which is working all across the coun-
try, but has kicked off here in Virginia since this fall’s House of Del-
egates races are key to winning the redistricting battle that will be set
off after the 2020 Census.

To order tickets and get full details, go to the state party’s website:
https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/17jjdinner.

Calling all volunteers!  ACDC is looking for folks to hand out
literature at Metro stops on the Blue and Orange lines the evening
before Primary Day.

The leafletting time is from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., Monday, June
12—that is, the evening rush hour.  You don’t have to do the whole 2-
1/2 hours, but whatever portion you can be available.

The purpose is to remind people of the primary the next day and
encourage them to vote.

If you are interested, contact Matt DeFerranti at
deferrantim@gmail.com to arrange a time, Metro stop and get the
flyers.

Ebbin at Breakfast

Call for volunteers

State J-J on June 17



ACDC Voice, June 2017, Page 7

Here are your Primary candidates

The three candidates for lieutenant governor

continued from page one
Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren have both come out to
endorse Perriello, as has John Podesta, the chair of the Clinton cam-
paign.

Northam, on the other hand, has endorsements from every Demo-
crat elected to statewide office in Virginia and every Democrat in the
General Assembly.  Del. Marcia Price of Hampton is his campaign
chair, although she was the only Virginia legislator to endorse Sand-
ers last year.

It’s a three-way race for the Democratic nomination for lieuten-
ant governor.  All the candidates are from Northern Virginia and none
has held public office before.  Their messages start below.

The Republic ballot sees three candidates seeking the guberna-
torial nomination and three seeking the nomination for lieutenant gov-
ernor.   The governor wannabees are: Ed Gillespie, a former chairman
of the Republican National Committee and White House staffer un-
der George W. Bush; Corey Stewart, chair of the Prince William
County Board of Supervisors, vocal Trump supporter and advocate of
keeping Confederate statuary; and Frank Wagner, a state senator from
Virginia Beach.

The Republicans seeking to become lieutenant governor are:
Glenn Davis, a delegate from Virginia Beach, Bryce Reeves, state
senator from Spotsylvania; and Jill Vogel, state senator from Win-
chester.

There will also be primaries for a surprisingly large number of
the 100 seats in the House of Delegates.  There will be no such prima-
ries for Arlington’s four seats, however.  A challenger did file to op-
pose Del. Mark Levine, whose district, mainly in Alexandria, in-
cludes five of Arlington’s 54 precincts. But that candidate has since
withdrawn.

Around the state, seven of the 66 incumbent Republican del-
egates have decided to retire, many after hearing galloping Demo-
cratic horses coming their way.  The most prominent retiree in North-
ern Virginia is Dave Albo—whose district voted 57 percent for Hillary
Clinton.  In fact, the districts of four of those seven retiring Republi-
cans went for Clinton.

There are Democratic candidates in 85 of the 100 House of Del-
egate districts. (Yes, you’re reading that correctly.)  Republicans are
running in only 72 of the 100 districts.

What’s amazing is how many Democrats see a chance of victory
in November and are eager to run.  It’s not just that 85 seats are being
challenged where in the past even dragooning couldn’t place chal-
lengers in so many races.  This year, in 20 delegate districts two or
more candidates are seeking the Democratic nomination, indicating
just how valuable the nomination is seen to be.

The GOP now holds 66 seats, so Democrats need to win 17 to
nail down a majority.  That won’t be easy.  But, before Trump it was
seen as impossible.

Justin Fairfax
I’m Justin Fairfax. I’m running for Lt. Governor of Virginia be-

cause I envision a Commonwealth where everyone has economic se-
curity and opportunity.

With new threats coming from the Trump administration, it is
more important than ever that we have a champion at the state level
who will fight to make sure our rights are protected. We cannot con-
tinue down the same path or to do business as usual as our rights and
values are under attack. The people we elect in Virginia this year will
have to fight to protect our rights, reform our criminal justice system,
ensure access to high-quality and affordable education, tackle climate
change, and address a myriad of other issues. I am working to make a
brighter future here in Virginia that we can all be proud of.

Virginia is in a primetime position this year. We are one of the
first major elections since the 2016 presidential election and can be a
referendum on Trump’s administration. All eyes are on us to tell the
world what we truly stand for as Americans; justice, inclusion, and
our Virginia values. We will be the match that sparks a wildfire of
progressive change all across this country.

I know what it means to come from what could be a very dark
place to living the American Dream. I grew up in inner city Washing-
ton, DC at a time when our community was riddled with gangs, drugs,
and violence. While my family did not have much money, we had
spiritual wealth - people that believed in us and looked out for us to
keep us safe and provided opportunities for us to get a quality educa-

tion, a way out, and a brighter
future. That spiritual wealth al-
lowed me to graduate from Duke
University and Columbia Law
School. I understand that my
story is only possible because of
what other people did; I want ev-
eryone to have the same shot in
life that I had.

My wife, Dr. Cerina Fairfax,
and I live in Northern Virginia
with our young son and daugh-
ter. We own a thriving family den-
tal practice and are proud of the
life we’ve built together.  We
don’t want to see it spoiled for our
children because we didn’t stand
up when our rights and values
were under attack. When we look back at our time in history, I want to
know that I did everything in my power to combat the hateful, fear
mongering wave of xenophobia taking over this country. Now is the
time for us to stand together and show the world that Donald Trump
does not represent us.

Please vote for me, Justin Fairfax, on June 13th as the Demo-
cratic Nominee for Lt. Governor of Virginia.
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The three candidates for lieutenant governor

Susan Platt

Gene Rossi

Until now, Susan Platt has been hard at work behind the scenes
to make Virginia a better place to live, work and raise a family.

She’s decided to run for Lieutenant Governor to use her life ex-
perience—plus her energy, vision and commitment--to grow busi-
nesses and create job opportunities in the Commonwealth.

Susan’s commitment to Virginia families goes back 25 years –
beginning in Winchester, working for Delegate Al Smith’s son’s po-
litical run. In 1994, U.S. Senator Charles S. Robb tapped her to be his
campaign manager to head up his successful re-election effort against
Oliver North. 

For her efforts, her peers awarded her the Campaign Manager of
the Year Pollie Award that year.

As a member of the Virginia Tourism Corporation Board, Susan
Platt helped jump-start community and corporate transit work to
create better transportation options for tourists, business and commut-
ers in the Commonwealth.

Over the last 6 years, Susan has traveled across Virginia organizing,
educating and engaging folks about the importance of their civic partici-
pation, and the difference it can make in their lives.  With this mission in
mind, she founded two statewide organizations – The Farm Team
and EmergeVA. She has also served on the board of NARAL Virginia.

In early 2013, she received a special appointment as a Board
Member of the Bi-Partisan Election Process Improvement
Commission for Fairfax County, which developed recommendations

Gene Rossi is former federal prosecutor from Alexandria. He
led the largest opioid investigation in U.S. history, taking out a dan-
gerous pill-mill doctor in McLean. A former governor’s aide who
worked with Virginia Governors Robb and Baliles, Gene has 33 years
of public service experience, and teaches trial advocacy at Harvard
Law School and constitutional law at George Mason University.

As Lieutenant Governor, Gene will be a voice for those who
cannot speak for themselves, just like he was as a Justice Department
prosecutor for 27 years.

He will fight to resist Trumpcare, which will strip health care
from hundreds of thousands of Virginians, and instead work to ex-
pand Medicaid. As a medical survivor himself, along with his daugh-
ter, Gene knows how important it is to defend the Affordable Care
Act – the signature accomplishment of President Barack Obama.

Gene will also fight for more funding for at-risk students and
invest in pre-K, because he knows from personal experience how
important these investments can be.  As a prosecutor, he saw how
disadvantaged children can grow up to face real challenges in life.
And as a former at-risk student himself, who nearly failed out of high
school, Gene believes we need to do everything we can to help kids
like him and countless other Virginians succeed.

Finally, Gene will push reform of the criminal justice system to
stop punishing addiction, because he knows that addiction is a dis-

ease and mass incarceration is not
the cure. He’ll push to outlaw for-
profit prisons, and believes that
anyone who has served their debt
to society and been released
should have their voting rights
fully restored.

To learn more about Demo-
crat Gene Rossi, visit
www.GeneRossi.com.

to make voting a simpler, faster
and more secure process.

In her professional life, Su-
san Platt served on Capitol
Hill, most recently as Chief of
Staff for Vice President Joseph R.
Biden’s Senate office.  She then
turned to legislative work helping
Virginia businesses, ranging from
new emerging small companies to
international Fortune 500 firms,
with interests ranging from Hi-
tech to Agriculture. 

As a public policy advocate
for Altria, Susan worked
with U.S. Senators Tom
Harkin and Ted Kennedy to begin
FDA oversight of tobacco prod-
ucts. She led a national grassroots
effort for the Master Settlement Agreement between tobacco compa-
nies and 46 states, a settlement that provided more than $200 billion for
state Medicaid and anti-smoking programs.

An avid runner, Susan and her husband of 37 years, Ron, live in
Great Falls with their dogs.
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The two gubernatorial candidates

Ralph Northam

Tom Perriello
Born and raised in Charlottesville, Tom Perriello has a track

record of results fighting corruption, expanding economic fairness,
and promoting reconciliation in conflict zones and communities back
home. He has been a teacher, a non-profit executive, a Congressman,
and a diplomat.

Tom is the youngest of four children of Linda and Vito Perriello.
His parents and his parish taught him the ethic of service and the
value of a purpose-driven life. 

Tom began his career working on environmental issues, and later
helped to create and lead faith-based organizations working to reduce
poverty and advance racial reconciliation.

Moved by the terrible atrocities of Sierra Leone’s civil war, Tom
moved to West Africa in 2001 to support courageous women and
former child soldiers, demanding peace and accountability for the worst
warlords. He then served as Special Advisor to the Prosecutor of the
Special Court for Sierra Leone that forced brutal Liberian dictator
Charles Taylor to peacefully surrender power.

Increasingly concerned with our own democracy back home, Tom
launched a long-shot bid for Congress in 2008 and had the honor of
serving Virginia’s Fifth District. Taking office during the worst eco-
nomic crisis in modern history, Tom fought hard for the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to prevent a depression and invest in
hard-hit communities around Virginia.

He demanded tougher consumer protections and accountability
from Wall Street, and successfully passed a $2,500 tuition tax credit

that makes college and commu-
nity college education more af-
fordable.

He also supported and de-
fended the Affordable Care Act,
holding a record number of town
hall meetings across Central and
Southside Virginia.

After losing reelection, Tom
became CEO of the Center for
American Progress (CAP) Action
Fund and championed solutions on
inequality, voting rights, immigra-
tion reform, sensible gun safety,
women’s rights, and family leave.

In July 2015, the Obama
Administration appointed Tom as
Special Envoy for the Great
Lakes Region of Africa, where he
worked to prevent mass atrocities
and supported the emergence of peaceful, democratic societies. Tom’s
diplomatic efforts helped to produce an historic New Year’s Eve agree-
ment on December 31, 2016, that lays out a path to the first peaceful
transition of power since the country’s independence in 1960.

Tom is a graduate of Yale University and Yale Law School.

Ralph Northam is running for governor because he wants every
child in Virginia to enjoy the same advantages he had growing up on
the Eastern Shore.  That means building a Virginia that works for ev-
eryone—no matter who you are, no matter where you’re from.

Ralph grew up on the Eastern Shore before attending the Virginia
Military Institute.  After graduating, he attended Eastern Virginia Medi-
cal School and served eight years active duty in the United States Army.
Upon his return from treating soldiers injured in the Gulf War, Ralph
began practicing pediatric neurology at Children’s Hospital of the King’s
Daughters in Norfolk.  Ralph’s also served for seventeen years as the
volunteer medical director for Edmarc Hospice for Children in Ports-
mouth.

As a state senator from 2008-2013, Ralph made many major leg-
islative accomplishments, including prohibiting smoking in restaurants,
defending women’s access to reproductive healthcare, and improving
the health of the Chesapeake Bay.

Elected lieutenant governor in 2013, Ralph has worked hard to
make progress every day in Virginia.  His top priorities have been eco-
nomic development, strengthening early childhood education, imple-
menting meaningful mental health reform, protecting women’s
healthcare access, fighting for common sense gun reform, and care-
fully stewarding the commonwealth’s environmental resources.

Ralph lives in Norfolk with his wife Pam, a long-time elementary

school teacher who currently
works for the local conservation
organization Lynnhaven River
NOW.  They have two children:
Wes, a neurological resident at
the University of North Carolina,
and Aubrey, a graduate of the
University of Virginia, who
works in communications in
Hampton Roads.


