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It’s the last week before the

Big Day—and you won’t

believe how much work

there is to be done!

For the first time, the Joint

Campaign now has one-

stop shopping for volun-

teers.  You can pick from a

list of 26 activities—yes,

twenty-six—for which we

need volunteers in the last

five days of the campaign.

Those activities run from

canvassing and Metro

flyering to providing rides to

the polls for seniors and the

disabled and staffing tables

at weekend festivals with lit-

erature.

Check it all out at:

www.arlingtondemocrats.org/

gotv

That “gotv” means Get Out

The Vote.

Check out the website and

pick out what you want to do

and when you want to do it.

ONE-STOP
SHOPPING
FOR VOLS

Jeff Davis descendant comes
to Virginia to rally Dem troops

continued on page ten

continued on page seven

Here’s what HoD races to
watch on election night

Making an impassioned Get-Out-The-Vote appeal, former Presi-
dent Barack Obama returned to the campaign trail in Richmond to
urge Virginia voters to turn out in big numbers to elect the Demo-
cratic slate.

“We need you to take this seriously, because our democracy is
at stake, and it’s at stake right here in Virginia,” Obama told a crowd
of 7,500 people at the Richmond Coliseum October 19. “You can’t
sit this one out.”

As Obama spoke, Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam sat on a stool bask-
ing in the glow of the former president’s political star power.

On the presumption that many Virginians in the room or watch-
ing on TV might be tuning in to the election for the first time, Obama
spent a considerable portion of his half-hour speech detailing
Northam’s’resume as an Army physician and a pediatric neurologist.

Obama did not mention President Trump by name in his re-
marks, but numerous times offered broad critiques of the current state
of American politics that were clearly an indictment of the current
White House occupant.

Larry Sabato’s “Crystal Ball” says Dems
will have to do wonders at getting out the vote
in order to take a majority in the House of
Delegates this month.

In a lengthy analysis of the contest,
Geoffrey Skelley, associate editor of Sabato’s
Crystal Ball website at the University of Vir-
ginia, says incumbency and cash should keep
the GOP in the majority after Election Day,
albeit with its majority trimmed.

The GOP now holds a 66-34 majority,
meaning Dems must win 17 seats to topple
GOP control.  Ironically, 17 of the seats the
GOP now holds were won by Hillary Clinton
last fall.

Of the 54 Democrats challenging sitting
Republicans, 30 are women, 12 are people of
color and five are openly LGBT.  That’s quite
a change for the Old Dominion!

But those Dems need funds for the late
campaign crash.  As of October 1, the GOP

candidates had $7.2 million on hand versus
$3.9 for the Dem candidates.

Beyond cash, the biggest challenge is the
low voter turnout in these off-off-year elec-
tions with no federal offices on the ballot.
That’s especially true here in Northern Vir-
ginia where many voters are more focused
nationally and tend to stay home if the final
digit in the year isn’t even.  That’s put pres-
sure on the Democratic Get-Out-The-Vote
effort, which is the core of what Arlington
Democrats are up to right now.  Dems are
placing calls into many of these delegate dis-
tricts and are on the ground knocking on doors
in the Northern Virginia contests.

Sabato’s Crystal Ball cites 22 of the 100
House of Delegate seats as the ones to watch
election night.  The accompanying table lists
them all.  Of the total, one, HD-12, is located
in the southwest and not shown on the maps
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Jerry Botland

Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and

computer related problems.

Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.

Transfer old files, address book and emails

from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (202) 744-0542 — jbotland@msn.com

Democrats must treat this election for
governor, lieutenant governor, attorney gen-
eral and the entire House of Delegates as if it
were a presidential election. The next gover-
nor will have great influence over whether we
expand opportunity or increase inequality,
welcome everyone or scapegoat immigrants,
whether we do more to protect the environ-
ment or further extract fossil fuels, and
whether redistricting is non-partisan or ger-
rymandered by Republicans.

A kinder, gentler Donald Trump, i.e., Ed
Gillespie, is the last thing we need. We have
a chance to show the world that Trump’s poli-
tics of tax cuts for the rich and racial resent-
ment has no future in America. If we elect
Ralph Northam, Justin Fairfax and Mark Her-
ring and a much more Democratic House of
Delegates, a more fair, just and inclusive
America will be on the rise again.

We don’t know who is going to win this
election. At this point, few people put much
faith in polls and, indeed, in Virginia they
range from having Northam down by 8 points
to up by 14. What we do know is that a hand-

Time for action
ful of votes in a handful of precincts can make
all the difference—for example, for Mark Her-
ring four years ago when he won by 907 votes
out of 2.2 million or one vote in every third
precinct. While there is fierce debate about
how effective campaigning is overall, there’s
no question that it swings close elections. So
what to do?

You can knock on doors. This is a time
honored campaign technique for a reason: it
works. Knocking on 40 doors, an average
number, and having 11 conversations will get
the candidates you knock for one more vote
than they otherwise would receive. Ensuring
that citizens are supporters and have a plan to
vote is crucial to winning elections. By late
October, almost all the doors knocked on
should be Democratic supporters. The key is
getting them to commit to vote. It’s good ex-
ercise, you get to know a neighborhood, and
you double the power of your vote. The full
list of activities is here:http://
www.arlingtondemocrats.org/gotv/.

Making phone calls. Usually not as ef-
fective as door knocking, but making calls is

critical to getting out the vote. Every 30 con-
versations on the phone will get your candi-
date one more vote than otherwise. Of course,
with caller ID being nearly ubiquitous, get-
ting people on the phone is harder than ever
before, but campaigns have adapted with di-
aler tools that allow you to have 70 conversa-
tions or more in an hour. Furthermore, there
are also volunteer recruitment calls that are
necessary to ensuring we get the people nec-
essary to turn out the vote.

Helping Metro flyering, farmers mar-
kets, and greeting voters at the polls. This
activity is much more effective in gubernato-
rial elections than presidential elections, since
such a larger share of Metro riders this year
are unaware of this election. Helping raise the
visibility of the election, letting citizens know
who the Democratic candidates are and where
they should vote is critical. Where knocking
and calling allows us to narrow-cast our Get-
Out-The-Vote (GOTV) efforts, being at the
Metro stations and farmers markets allows us
to broadly reach out to everyone walking by.
Furthermore, it just so happens that the pre-
cincts with the greatest turnout dropoff from
a presidential to a nonpresidential election
almost all include a Metro stop or are adja-
cent to one.

Finally, there are social media. Obvi-
ously this medium played a critical role in the
2016 election and we cannot cede this field
to trolls and Republican-funded operatives.
While there is much that paid social media
advertising can do (and the campaigns are
doing it), there are also concrete actions any
supporter can take. First, follow
@RalphNortham, @FairfaxJustin,
@MarkHerringVA and @arlingtondems on
Twitter. Then “like” on Facebook
@ralph.northam, @JustinEFairfax,
@markherrinva, @erik4arlington,
@Monique4APS and @arlingtondems. Share
posts, “like” them and retweet them. And on
Election Day, or before, let everyone know
that you voted for the entire Democratic ticket.

I am not making any predictions, but if
every Arlington Democrat takes some direct
action (knocks on doors, makes calls, greets
voters, or shares posts on social media) to help
elect our Democrats, I am confident we will
win.
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Bumper Sticker
 of the month

This is our last meeting before Election Day.  Our pro-
gram will be comprised of three key last-minute efforts
at work stations in the meeting hall.  You can work at
addressing Get-Out-The-Vote postcards. Or you can
make calls to Democrats to remind them about the elec-
tion.  Finally, for the artistically inclined, join in mak-
ing posters to be used in the Get-Out-The-Vote effort.
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Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th Street South
(located two blocks east of Glebe Road and

one block east of Walter Reed Drive)

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited

Wednesday, November 1, 7 p.m.

The GOP has asked a federal judge to
dismiss a Virginia Beach Republican’s law-
suit accusing the party of racketeering and
fraud for not killing Obamacare after raising
millions by promising to do so.

“The lawsuit is an unprecedented attempt
to repurpose an anti-Mafia statute as a means
of punishing a political party for alleged short-
comings in achieving political objectives,”
wrote attorneys Todd Steggerda and Brian
Schmalzbach in a motion filed October 23.
“Allowing this case to proceed would create
an open invitation for partisan donors to drag
every political disappointment straight to the
courthouse.”

They were responding to Robert
Heghmann’s August 3 suit that argued the
Virginia and national party organizations
raised millions in campaign funds while
knowing they weren’t going to be able to over-
turn the law known as Obamacare.

Heghmann accused the party of rack-
eteering.  (See The Voice for September, page
four.)

The attorneys used several arguments to
attack Heghmann’s claim, including the fact
that he never contributed money in Virginia
or to the national party, and that Obamacare

may still be killed.
There has been no intent to defraud do-

nors, the attorneys argued.  “Defendants be-
lieve that Obamacare can and should be re-
pealed and replaced,” they wrote. “Indeed the
House of Representatives passed a repeal-and-
replace bill shortly before this lawsuit, and
then the Senate nearly passed its own bill.”

Heghmann has said he wants the party
either to return contributions or exert pres-
sure on Republican legislators to repeal the
law under threat of losing GOP financial sup-
port.

He acknowledged that members of leg-
islatures cannot be sued for failing to abide
by campaign promises, but argued that po-
litical parties don’t have the same protections.
He says the national GOP raised more than
$735 million and Virginia’s party more than

$20 million from 2009 to 2016 in large part
by promising to repeal Obamacare.

The GOP response argued that the
Constitution’s right of free speech doesn’t al-
low courts to be “referees” in deciding
whether parties properly convert their prom-
ises into law.

As examples, they cited the National
Democratic Party’s “broken promises” from
Barack Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign
where he pledged to close the prison at
Guantanamo Bay and to abolish federal in-
come taxes for seniors earning less than
$50,000 a year.

Heghmann’s “unprecedented theory
would open up a bonanza of fraud claims
against parties by donors who claim to be dis-
appointed in the failure to enact every plank
of the party platform,” the GOP filing con-
tended.

The attorneys also said Heghmann didn’t
have standing to sue because the only record
of any campaign contributions by him was
$875 to the New Hampshire GOP.

Heghmann, 70,
moved to Virginia
Beach last year after
living more than a
decade in New
Hampshire. He was
an attorney for most
of his adult life, but
was disbarred a de-
cade ago in New
York and Connecti-
cut in a dispute over
client fees, The Vir-
ginian-Pilot re-
ported.

GOP doesn’t
like being
sued for
racketeering

HEGHMANN
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Arlingtonians rise in DNC:   The Democratic National Committee (DNC) held
its fall meeting in Las Vegas last month and DNC Chair Tom Perez named
three Arlingtonians to committees—Yasmine Taeb to Credentials, Atima
Omara to Resolutions and Frank Leone to Rules & Bylaws.

Powerful women:   Arlington County School Board Chair Barbara Kanninen
has been named to Washingtonian magazine’s list of Most Powerful Women
in the field of Education, along with the presidents of American University,
Trinity College and Montgomery College.

Rebuilding:   Right after Puerto Rico was battered by its latest hurricane, Gov.
Terry McAuliffe sent Arlington’s Jaime Areizaga-Sota, who is the
commonwealth’s deputy secretary of veterans and defense affairs, off to the
island to assess ways the state can help the island recover.

Honored Arlingtonian:   Former County Board Member (1981-90) John
Milliken will be honored November 9 when the Arlington Community
Foundation presents him with the William T. Newman Jr. Spirit of Commu-
nity Award, which was established to recognize people and organizations that
have demonstrated “a tireless and unselfish commitment to improving the
quality of life in Arlington.”  Among his many activities, Milliken work to
preserve affordable housing in the county and to being George Mason
University to Arlington.

Guv’s crystal ball:   Gov. Terry McAuliffe is predicting a Democratic clean
sweep of the three statewide offices on the November ballot, but a pickup of
only six to eight seats in the House of Delegates, where Dems need to pick up
17 seats to take a majority. With two weeks to go to Election Day, McAuliffe
said he thought Northam was up by 3-to-6 points.

Confederate names fall:   After a long tussle and multiple votes, the Fairfax
County School Board vote to change the name of JEB Stuart High School in
Falls Church to Justice High School, after Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall and others who fought for racial justice.  A proposal to name the
school Thurgood Marshall High was scrubbed out of concern over confusion
with nearby George C. Marshall High.  Meanwhile, way down south in
Jackson, Mississippi, a school committee has voted to rename Jefferson Davis
Elementary School as Barack Obama Elementary School.  The PTA president,
in announcing the change, suggested that Jefferson Davis might just as soon
not have a school that is 98 percent African-American named after him!

More electoral fraud:   There’s another case of election fraud just unearthed in
the commonwealth, though its details remain obscure.  Haywood J. Hamlet,
73, a member of the Board of Supervisors in Charlotte County gave himself
up to the State Police October 24 and was charged with one felony count of
“making a false statement in connection with an election form.”  Just exactly
what he is accused of is not yet known.  He has been a supervisor since 1990.
But he didn’t get on the ballot for the November election because he failed to
obtain enough petition signatures.  No one else tried to file.  Hamlet is now
running a write-in campaign for re-election.   Charlotte County, population
12,200, is in south central Virginia a little north of the Carolina border.  The
Board of Supervisors is non-partisan.  Charlotte County voted 60 percent for
Donald Trump last year.

After the polls close, it’s time for the
Democratic Party to party—celebrating a
hard-fought campaign and, hopefully, many
victories at the polls.

We have two events—a results watch-
ing party election night and a victory lunch
the following day.

The Watch Party begins at 7 p.m., Tues-
day night, the moment the polls close, and
runs until 9:30 p.m.  It will be held at The
Salsa Room, 2619 Columbia Pike, which is
just a 100 feet east of the intersection with
Walter Reed Drive.  We will have a cash bar
and free snacks and TV screens carrying the
returns from across the commonwealth.  There
is no charge to attend.

Then, at noon Wednesday, we will gather
the Nam-Viet Restaurant in Clarendon for the
Victory Lunch, an annual event at which vol-
unteers are encouraged to share their cam-
paign experiences, whether joyful or hum-
bling, with fellow Dems over a Vietnamese
meal.  The meal is $30 and Nam-Viet donates
that to charity.  Please RSVP at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/annual-post-election-
unity-luncheon-tickets-38675526541. Nam-
Viet is at 1127 Hudson Street, which is just
north of Wilson Blvd and a mere hop, skip
and jump from the Clarendon Metro Station.

Come on out and share the fun with fel-
low Dems as they rest up—and get ready for
next year’s senatorial race!

The Second Saturday Breakfast this
month will be a salute to veterans.  Governor
McAuliffe’s Deputy Secretary of Veterans and
Defense Affairs for Virginia, Jaime Arezaga-
Soto of Arlington, will be our guest speaker.
If you are a veteran or a family member of a
veteran, please join us. Bring a picture of you
while in service or of your veteran.

Breakfasteers will join at 8:30 a.m. at the
Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.  And re-
member to bring cash to settle up the bill.

Breakfast is
focused on vets

After polls
close, it’s
party time!
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GET A LOAD OF THIS – This is a Democratic gathering in Scott
County, the next to most western county in the southwest corner
of Virginia, where 82 percent of the voters went with Donald Trump
last November.  Only 1,581 of them voted for Hillary Clinton—
and it looks like they are all attending this event!  Del. Sam Rasoul,
at left in front, distributed this photo with a note addressed to
Donald Trump: “Look at this crowd….We are not buying what
you are selling.”  At right front is Alicia Kallen, granddaughter of
Arlington’s Vivian Kallen, Democratic candidate for the House of
Delegates way back in the 20th Century.  Alicia is running for the
House of Delegates’ seat from Scott County.

There’s still time to beat the rush and vote
before the hoi poloi.

Early voting continues at the county
building in this last week before Election Day.
Here’s the schedule:

Mon Oct 30, 8 am-5 pm.
Tues-Thur, Oct 31-Nov 2, 8 am-7 pm.
Fri Nov 3, 8 am-5pm.
Sat Nov 4, 8:30 am-5 pm.
Note that there is no early voting on the

Monday before the Tuesday, November 7,
Election Day as the staff will be setting up
the voting equipment in all 54 precincts.

The technical term is “in-person absen-
tee voting,” but it just means voting in the
weeks before actual Election Day.

Voting is on the third floor of the County
Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, in the
Registrar’s Office.

The application form takes 30 seconds
to fill out.

The Virginia Supreme Court will hear
an appeal by a redistricting advocacy group
challenging a judge’s decision upholding 11
state House and Senate districts.

The court last month granted a petition
filed by the advocacy group,
OneVirginia2021, which argues that during
the 2011 redistricting process, lawmakers vio-
lated the constitutional requirement that elec-
tion districts must be “compact.”

Richmond Circuit Judge W. Reilly
Marchant ruled in March that the districts are
constitutional.

OneVirginia2021 wants the court to
force lawmakers to give a priority to require-
ments such as compactness when drawing
legislative district lines. The group argues that
the current redistricting process focuses too
heavily on protecting incumbents and help-
ing the party in the majority.

State Supreme
Court to hear
redistrict case

It’s not yet
too late to
vote early
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POLLS GALORE—– This table below shows all the polls on the
gubernatorial race published since the June primary.  Only three
(highlighted in red) show GOP candidate Ed Gillespie leading Dem
Ralph Northam.  The recent Monmouth University poll shows
Gillespie with a 1 point lead, well within the margin of error.  Note
that the Quinnipiac University poll, taken the same week, gives
Northam a 14-point lead, the greatest lead of any of the 24 polls.

The Hampton University poll
gives Gillespie an eight-point
lead.  But note that it also shows
26 percent backing other candi-
dates or undecided, more by far
than in any other poll.  The
Washington Post reports that
Hampton’s pollsters only asked
if those surveyed had definitely
decided whom to vote for, while
most polls also ask toward
whom voters are leaning.
Hampton used this same system
before the June primary and
showed Northam losing to Tom
Perriello.  The latest poll, by The
Polling Co., a Republican out-
fit, shows Gillespie with a 2-
point lead, also within the mar-
gin of error and also with
undecideds and third party vot-
ers in double digits.  The differ-
ences stem from the alchemy of
polling, which must devise a for-
mula to determine who of those
interviewed will actually show
up on Election Day.  The Los An-
geles Times pointed out that re-
cent and conflicting polls are
based on different electorates.
In the Fox poll, 45 percent of
voters identified themselves as
Democrats, to 42 percent Re-
publican and 13 percent inde-
pendents. In the Hampton poll,
the proportion of Republicans
rose, with 49 percent saying they
leaned Republican, to 37 percent
leaning Democratic. In the CNU
survey, Democrats represented
36 percent of the sample and Re-
publicans 33 percent.

What the polls show (and don’t show)
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on the next page.  Three are on the west edge
of Richmond, five in Hampton Roads and the
other 13 in Northern Virgina, encompassing
most of the suburbs beyond the Beltway

There are four first-tier targets for the
Democrats, the Crystal Ball declares. The top
two are open seats in Northern Virginia that
sit along the I-95 corridor, stretching from
eastern Fairfax and Prince William counties
down into Stafford County: HD-2 and HD-
42.

Since it was created in the redistricting
process prior to the 2011 cycle, HD-2 has
switched party hands every election. In 2011,
Del. Mark Dudenhefer (R) won the new seat.
He then narrowly lost it to ex-Del. Michael
Futrell (D) in 2013, only to win the seat back
in 2015 while Futrell launched a failed state
senate bid. Dudenhefer isn’t running again,
so it lacks an incumbent for the second-
straight cycle. Initially, the general election
matchup appeared to be between Jennifer
Carroll Foy (D) and Laquan Austion (R).
However, Austion was forced out of the race
after it was revealed that he claimed to have
received college degrees that he hadn’t com-
pleted. Republicans chose Mike Makee (R)
to replace Austion, setting up the November
pairing. Because of the trouble on the GOP
side, Foy has a notable fundraising advantage.
She had about three times as much cash-on-
hand as Makee as of Oct. 1, and Makee has a
challenging path to victory. Still, the GOP war
chest advantage could allow the Republican
Party of Virginia to boost Makee down the
stretch if it feels his chances have improved.
Nonetheless, this is a seat that Clinton car-
ried by 20 points in 2016, which will likely
help Foy get over the top, Crystal Ball rea-
sons.

In HD-42, long-time Del. Dave Albo (R)
opted against a reelection bid. His reasoning
for stepping away may have included the fact
that the district went from being a district
Barack Obama won by about seven points in
2012 to one that Clinton carried by 23 points
in 2016.  Kathy Tran (D) won a competitive
primary for the Democratic nomination in
HD-42, but despite having to spend a fair
amount of money to win that contest, she has
a very large cash-on-hand advantage for the

continued on next page

continued from  page one

What to
watch on
election nite
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general election. Her opponent, Lolita
Mancheno-Smoak (R), has about one-sixth as
many dollars in her war chest as Tran. A Re-
publican hold here would be fairly surpris-
ing, Crystal Ball concludes.

Moving onto highly-ranked Democratic
targets in seats where Republican incumbents
are running, there are two such districts that
rise above the others: HD-67 and HD-32, both
to the West of Arlington.

HD-67 is the most Democratic-leaning
seat that a GOP incumbent is defending in
2017, having gone for Clinton by 27 points
in 2016 and averaging 55 percent for Demo-
cratic statewide candidates in 2013. Del. Jim
LeMunyon (R) has held the seat since beat-
ing a Democratic incumbent in 2009. Since
redistricting, he has carried it by nine or more
points in both 2011 and 2013, and he was
unopposed in 2015. So he clearly has some
crossover appeal, which has kept him in the
race despite the district’s Democratic leanings.
LeMunyon understands he needs Democratic
votes to win: He’s even sent out mailers to
voters emphasizing his work with Gov.’Terry
McAuliffe. His opponent is a former Repub-
lican, Karrie Delaney (D), who is running ads
talking up job creation and attacking
LeMunyon for his vote against Medicaid ex-
pansion. As of Oct. 1, both candidates had
about the same cash-on-hand. While Delaney
has outraised LeMunyon, about $130,000 of
that went to her primary bid for the Demo-
cratic nomination. Unusually for an incum-
bent, LeMunyon wants to debate Delaney, but
so far she has declined. Given the makeup of
the district, if Delaney can’t win this seat, the
Democrats are probably headed for a bad
night on Nov. 7, says Crystal Ball.

Just after HD-67, HD-32 is the second-
most Democratic-leaning seat with a Repub-
lican incumbent trying to hold on — Clinton
won it by 21 points, and statewide Democrats
won 54 percent of the vote there in 2013. Del.
Tag Greason (R) won reelection by six points
in 2015, which was the smallest margin for
any GOP incumbent that cycle. That fact, plus
the district’s lean, makes HD-32 a priority for
Democrats. Greason’s opponent in 2017 is
David Reid (D). Unlike Democratic candi-
dates in HD-2, HD-42, and HD-67, Reid
didn’t have any primary opposition, meaning
he didn’t have to expend money to win his
party’s nod. As of Oct. 1, he had surpassed
Greason in total money raised and in cash-
on-hand. The Democrats have been hitting

Greason on a large number of missed votes,
and Republicans are concerned because
they’re having a tough time finding effective
attacks on Reid. Just like HD-67, says Crys-
tal Ball, if Democrats want to have a decent
night down-ballot, they need to win HD-32.

The Crystal Ball then moved on to the
second tier of Democratic targets. It concludes
the GOP is in a better position to retain these
districts.

HD-12, a seat in Southwest Virginia, is
the only Republican-held seat west of Rich-
mond that Democrats really have a chance of
winning. The Democratic nominee is Chris
Hurst, a former Roanoke newscaster who has
proven to be a strong fundraiser — he cur-

rently holds a 3:2 cash-on-hand edge over Del.
Joseph Yost (R), who has held the seat since
2011. Yost has been a difficult mark for Demo-
crats: Since he won the seat, Dems routinely
viewed the GOP incumbent as a top target,
but Yost only had a tough time in 2013, when
he won by five points. One of Yost’s strengths
is his relative moderation in a purple seat;
2013 Democratic statewide candidates won
an average of 52 percent in HD-12.  Yost was
endorsed by the Virginia Education Associa-
tion, which almost always endorses Demo-
crats. The Democrat is most well-known for
the tragic death of his girlfriend, who was
murdered on live television while reporting
in 2015. This seat is the definition of toss-up,

continued from previous page

WHAT TO WATCH — Here are the House of Delegates’ districts
to watch on election night.  The solid red and blue districts (with
no numbers) are bound to stay red and blue.  But the light red
districts are the GOP-held districts that are in contention and the
light blue districts are the Dem-held districts we must work to hold
on to.  The purple districts are open seats with no incumbent.

What districts to watch on election night
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says Crystal Ball.
Meanwhile, back in Northern Virginia,

the House race that is getting the most na-
tional attention is HD-13, where a transgender
woman is challenging a social conservative.
Defending the seat is long-time Del. Bob
Marshall (R), who co-sponsored the Marshall-
Newman Amendment, which banned gay
marriage in Virginia in 2006. More recently,
Marshall introduced a “bathroom bill” aimed
at preventing transgender individuals from
using the public restroom of their choice. The
legislation failed, but the nature of the bill
became meaningful after the June 13 Demo-
cratic primary, where Danica Roem (D), a
transgender woman, won nomination to face
Marshall. Given Roem’s profile, her candi-
dacy has received a great deal of coverage
and her campaign has received a very large
number of small-dollar donations. While
Marshall has long been a thorn in the side of
his own party — note that Virginia Republi-
can committees have not given him any
money — he has proven to be impossible to
beat. While Clinton won HD-13 by 15 points
(compared to Obama’s 11 in 2012), HD-13 is
similar to other increasingly diverse subur-
ban/exurban districts in Northern Virginia in
that the electorate changes a great deal in off-
year cycles. As such, Marshall should not be
discounted. After all, he now finds himself in
a strong financial position, with nearly
$100,000 more cash-on-hand than Roem even
though Roem has significantly outraised him
overall. (She did spend about $80,000 in her
primary.). The margin in this race will prob-
ably be quite close, one way or the other, says
Crystal Ball.

Two other Northern Virginia seats of note
are HD-31 and HD-51. In the former, Elizabeth
Guzman (D) is taking on Del. Scott Lingamfelter
(R). Now-state Sen. Jeremy McPike (D) only
lost to Lingamfelter by one point in the 2013
cycle, so Democrats view this as winnable ter-
ritory. Guzman is certainly fundraising with an
eye on victory: She held about a $40,000 ad-
vantage in cash-on-hand as of Oct. 1. But it’s
possible that Guzman is a little too far to the left
for the district, says Crystal Ball.

In HD-51, Democrats recruited Hala
Ayala (D) to run. She is challenging Del. Rich
Anderson (R), who both sides say is strong
because he’s “a nice guy.” While Clinton won
HD-51 by nine points in 2016, the Democratic
average in 2013 was just shy of 50 percent.
As of Oct. 1, Ayala had more cash-on-hand

than Anderson and the most among all Demo-
cratic challengers. This could be an easier hold
for the GOP than HD-13, but if Ayala main-
tains her cash advantage, she might be able
to beat Anderson, says Crystal Ball.

In the Richmond area, Republicans are
fighting to hold onto HD-72 in western
Henrico County just outside of the capital city,
where Schuyler VanValkenburg (D) and Eddie
Whitlock (R) are facing off in an open-seat
contest. The district has long been a Republi-
can area, but like many suburban areas of Vir-
ginia, it shifted toward the Democrats in 2016,
backing Clinton by five points after support-
ing Mitt Romney by nine in 2012. This is also
a seat that Ken Cuccinelli (R) won by five
points in the 2013 gubernatorial contest
against McAuliffe. Republicans think
Whitlock can hold onto the seat, which is be-
ing vacated by retiring Del. Jimmie Massie
(R). However, VanValkenburg had twice as
much cash-on-hand at the end of September,
so state Republicans may need to come in and
boost Whitlock in the closing days of the race.

The Republicans are mostly trying to

continued from previous page

hold onto what they have, but there is one seat
where they stand a reasonable chance of win-
ning a Democratic-held district. In 2015, now-
Del. John Bell (D) won a tough open-seat race
50%-48% to capture HD-87 in eastern
Loudoun County. He now faces Subba Kolla
(R) in a difficult reelection tilt. Kolla has been
a great fundraiser and now holds a three-to-
one cash-on-hand edge over Bell. The district
is bluer than any discussed so far, with Clinton
having won 60 percent there, but it has a long
history of being very competitive. In 2011,
ex-Del. David Ramadan (R) won the seat by
less than 100 votes, and he won re-election
by less than 200 votes against Bell in 2013.
Ramadan didn’t run again in 2015, so Bell
managed to win it on the second try. The seat’s
fundamentals favor the incumbent, says Crys-
tal Ball, but, given its history, don’t count out
Kolla giving the GOP a gain.

These are the 10 seats that hold out the
best prospects for Dems. But there are another
dozen the GOP cannot count as being in its
pocket yet, the Crystal Ball says.  They are
on the list and the maps.

What districts to watch on election night

On a straight party-line vote, the US Sen-
ate Finance Committee has approved the
nomination of Jeffrey Gerrish to be deputy
US trade representative.

As The New York Times reported last
month, Gerrish voted in Fairfax County in
November 2016 although he had moved to
Maryland in July 2016 and was no longer le-
gally eligible to vote in Virginia.  (See The
Voice for October, page one.)

Two other Trump nominees for posts in
the Office of the US Trade Representative
were approved on voice votes.  A number of
Democrats had asked that Gerrish’s nomina-
tion be put aside until an investigation into
the fraudulent voting allegation was com-
pleted.  But the GOP moved forward with the
nomination, which was approved in the com-
mittee October 24 on a straight 15-11 party
line vote.

The nomination must still be approved
by full Senate.

President Trump’s commission on voter
fraud has not said if it will investigate the
Gerrish case.

GOP approves fraudulent voter
for senior administration post

GERRISH
. . . vote fraud doesn’t matter
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“Folks don’t feel good right now about
what they see. They don’t feel as if our public
life reflects our best,” Obama said. “Instead
of our politics reflecting our values, we’ve got
politics infecting our communities.”

He also said, “Our politics just seems so
divided and so angry and so nasty,” adding
that the nation’s challenge is to “recapture” a
more generous and civic spirit, in what was a
reminiscence of the hopeful moment in 2008
that swept him to power. “Yes We Can,”
Obama said, revisiting the slogan from his
presidential campaigns.

Obama did call GOP gubernatorial can-
didate Ed Gillespie out directly, in particular
the anti-Northam TV ads run by his campaign
that shows heavily tattooed Latino gang mem-
bers with the words “Kill, Rape, Control” in
large letters on the screen.  He mocked that
entire style of campaign advertising.

“There’s some voice, ominous, and
everything’s kind of dark, and it’s letting you
know that somebody’s coming to get you,”
Obama said. He joked that nobody really be-
lieved that a physician who’d operated on
veterans and children was “suddenly  cozying
up to street gangs.  That strains credulity.  That
sounds like a fib.  Sounds like an okey-doke.
Nobody believes that.”

He noted that Gillespie has “gone on
record in the past condemning the very same
kind of rhetoric he’s using now.  What he’s
really trying to deliver is fear. What he really
believes is, if you scare enough voters, you
might get enough votes to win an election.”

Obama also tried to reassure undecided
voters who might be concerned about immi-
gration that Northam understands the impor-
tance of keeping Virginians safe from vio-
lence, “but he also believes we can accom-
plish these things without fanning anti-immi-
grant sentiment that makes none of us safer.”

The former president also talked exten-
sively about a hot-button issue that has been
trouble for Northam: The debate over Con-
federate monuments. He did not say whether
he believes monuments should be moved from
public squares to museums, or taken down en-
tirely. Instead, he recast the argument as one
between those who seek to unite and those
who want to divide the country.

Obama introduced the subject by noting
that on his mother’s side, he is a descendant
of Jefferson Davis.

“Think about that. I’ll bet he’s spinning
in his grave,” Obama said to laughter. But as
he went on, Obama was at his most passion-
ate when expounding on the need to “claim

all of our history, the good and the bad.”
“We can acknowledge that Thomas

Jefferson, one of Virginia’s most famous sons,
owned and sold slaves. That’s not disputable.
And we can also acknowledge that he wrote
the words, ‘We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights, that among these are
life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness,’”
Obama said.

And his voice cracked and grew hoarse
as he said: “And we can recognize that even
if our past is not perfect, we can honor the
constitutional ideals that have allowed us to
come this far, and to keep moving toward a
more perfect union. That’s what America is.
That’s who we are.”

Obama repeatedly returned to the theme
of hope.

“Why are we deliberately trying to mis-
understand each other, and be cruel to each
other, and put each other down?” Obama
asked with exasperation. “That’s not who we
are.”

He said, “I haven’t been commenting a
lot on politics lately.  But here’s one thing I
know.  If you have to win a campaign by di-
viding people, you’re not going to be able to
govern them.  You won’t be able to unite them
later, if that’s how you start.”

But much of his speech was devoted to
rousing Democratic voters to recognize the
importance of what is traditionally a low-turn-
out affair.

“I hate to say it … off-year elections,
Democrats sometimes, y’all get a little
sleepy,” Obama said. “You get a little com-
placent. Folks wake up and they’re surprised.
‘How come we can’t get things through Con-
gress? How come we can’t get things through
the state house?’”

He answered the theoretical question
with a rebuke: “Because you slept through the
election!”

“I don’t want to hear folks complaining
and not doing something about it,” he said.
“It’s great that you hash tag and meme, but I
need you to vote.”

It was Obama’s first entry back into elec-
toral politics since leaving the presidency. He
has kept a relatively low profile in the first
nine months of his post-presidency.

Obama has appeared at fundraisers for
the party, for events related to his presiden-
tial library and foundation, and for an effort
to push back Republican control of the once-
a-decade process of redrawing congressional
district lines.

Before appearing with Northam and the
full slate of Democratic candidates at the
Richmond Coliseum, Obama campaigned in
New Jersey earlier in the day with Phil
Murphy, the Democrat running for governor
to fill the position being vacated by Gov. Chris
Christie, who is limited to two terms by the
state constitution.

Standing in the capital of the Confederacy,
Obama addressed the recent rally and riot in
Charlottesville.  “We saw what happened in
Charlottesville,” Obama said. “But we also saw
what happened after Charlottesville, when the
biggest gatherings of all rejected fear and re-
jected hate. And the decency and goodwill of
the American people came out. That’s how we
rise. We don’t rise up by repeating the past.
We rise up by learning from the past. And by
listening to each other.”

Dawn Worden is a retired teacher who
drove six hours from North Carolina to at-
tend the rally.  As she walked out of the con-
vention center, she told the Richmond Times-
Dispatch that hearing Obama again was like
“putting aloe on a sunburn.”

continued from page one

OBAMA!

RALLY THE TROOPS! — Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam looks on as
Barack Obama tells Virginians to get out and vote.


