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RESOLUTION OF THE ARLINGTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
OPPOSING THE FORMATION OF AN ARLINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY

For Adoption: September 4, 2013

Whereas, Arlington voters will be considering a ballot question regarding the formation
of a new Redevelopment and Housing Authority on the November 2013 general election
ballot.

Whereas, a similar proposal has been rejected by Arlington voters three times in the past,
most recently in 2008 by a roughly 2 to 1 margin.

Whereas, the federal government no longer provides funds to public Redevelopment and
Housing Authorities (Housing Authorities) for the development of new low-income
public housing, and therefore no additional federal money would be available to a
Housing Authority that is not available to Arlington County today.

Whereas, the establishment of a Housing Authority would not bring any new tools or
authorities to help create more affordable housing.

Whereas, the creation of a Housing Authority would require a new bureaucracy and divert much-
needed housing funds into overhead.

Whereas, the leaders of the proposed public housing authority would not be elected and
accountable to the voters.

Whereas, Arlington County has a deep and long-standing commitment to creating a
community where every person is important and individuals from all walks of life can
afford to live in the County.

Whereas, Arlington County is creating and preserving more affordable housing units per
1,000 people than any other county in Northern Virginia.

Whereas, as of 2012, Arlington had created 6,585 committed affordable rental units –
about 15% of Arlington's entire rental apartment stock.

Whereas, $55 million of local, state and federal funds are included in Arlington’s 2014
budget to support affordable housing activities, including:

(1) $20M to support affordable housing development;
(2) The Federal Housing Choice Voucher program (Section 8), providing rental

assistance to 1,383 households; and
(3) Rental assistance to 1,189 low-income elderly, disabled persons, and working

families through a County-funded Housing Grants program. Arlington is the
only jurisdiction in Virginia to make local funds available for this purpose.



2

Whereas, Arlington’s successful model has been to work through public-private
partnerships, with both non-profit and for-profit housing developers. Arlington helps
finance each project, and the non-governmental entity builds and manages the housing.
This has resulted in projects that are attractive, well maintained, and integrated into the
community.

Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED on this 4th day of September, 2013, that the
Arlington County Democratic Committee believes that the creation of a County Housing
Authority at this time would detract from the goal of providing affordable housing and
would provide no other benefit to the County, and thus recommends that Arlington
voters vote “No” on the November 2013 ballot question regarding the formation of a
housing authority in Arlington.


