
18 years ago, I made the journey to the United States. As you might imagine, 
moving from Mumbai to Memphis is quite the culture shock. During this time, my fondest 
memories were of the community I found here; the compassion and openness of the 
people around me.  

As an immigrant, the learning curve was steep but I was fortunate to experience 
the generosity inherently part of our American values. Values that I experience every 
day in Arlington, and the foundation of our community.  

With an eye towards creating a more cohesive community, a group of volunteers 
and I started the Building Bridges Outreach Initiative. Since then, we’ve met with 
residents across Arlington, listening to stories of hope, success, challenge and 
hardship. I’ve encountered communities that feel left out and that they don’t have a seat 
at the table. This campaign is inspired by these stories and needs. 

Of course, while inequities exist in Arlington, so do the ingredients for diversified 
and equitable growth. Our community can and should be a place where opportunity is 
made available to all Arlingtonians. 

So, how do we achieve this? 
By thinking critically and innovatively about our young people. By working with 

our school board and educators to address educational resource issues, school 
capacity and opening new pathways from a high-quality public school education to 
employment. 

We have an obligation to encourage high-tech jobs creating industries to come to 
Arlington and stay in Arlington, balanced with opportunities for small business growth in 
low income communities. We can empower our next generation of entrepreneurs to 
create a robust startup culture right here in our community. 

This culture of innovation can have spillover effects, shaping our community for 
the better. It means transforming our multi-modal transportation infrastructure and 
creatively addressing housing affordability for both families and our elderly residents 
that are aging in place.  

Our community has talent that is unparalleled. Let’s tap into this resource by 
bringing together different voices, harnessing the creativity that Arlington has to offer. 
Arlington only succeeds when all Arlingtonians can succeed. 

I am truly proud to live in Arlington. Despite the divisive discourse that afflicts our 
politics today, I want to remind you that I am running for Arlington County Board only 
because of the generosity, kindness and compassion of people like you, in this 
community and across our country. 


