
The election of Donald Trump and appointment of Betsy DeVos as U.S. 
Secretary of Education pose a serious threat to the backbone of the American 
experience – a quality public education for every child.  These unfortunate 
developments, along with our County’s continued growth, requires our School Board to 
change the way it goes about maintaining Arlington’s reputation for educational 
excellence.   

We need a School Board that employs responsive leadership and the ability to 
adapt to the changing demands of our system; a Board willing and able to engage in 
difficult conversations; a Board with the courage to make decisions that reflect an 
unyielding commitment to our democratic values of opportunity, diversity, inclusivity, 
and equality.   

Despite the outstanding education APS provides, I believe a lack of vision for our 
vastly growing system and a Band-Aid approach to problem-solving has exacerbated 
inequities in our system.  It has led to missed opportunities to address a capacity crisis 
effectively and efficiently; to uphold our principles of diversity and inclusivity; to ensure 
accessibility of opportunities for all students; and to minimize disparities between 
students and between schools. 

Arlington Public Schools is not the same system it was five or ten years ago, and 
it will keep changing as Arlington continues to grow. Thinking and decision-making of 
the past no longer suit our present needs, and will not best prepare us for our future.  
We need fresh thinking! 

My husband, Michael, and I chose to live in Arlington largely due to the 
reputation and quality of Arlington schools.  Our daughter Sarah is a 4th grader at 
Barcroft, and our son Ian is a 6th grader at Jefferson.   

I have been actively involved in our schools for 7 years, having served as PTA 
Vice President, Odyssey of the Mind Coordinator, and in other volunteer roles.  For 
three years, I have been actively advocating specifically on behalf of equality, 
opportunity, and a comprehensive view for strategic solutions.  My perspective and 
knowledge of our schools has expanded through my participation in the Thomas 
Jefferson and South Arlington Working Groups, and on the County Council of PTAs 
Executive Board.  

As your school board member, I will bring responsive leadership, fresh thinking, a 
long-term view for decision-making, and a new focus for how APS strives to meet the 
needs of every student.  I am eager to serve Arlington as a member of the School 
Board.  I humbly ask for your vote in May. 


