
I am Monique O’Grady. After years of volunteering and serving in our community 
and Arlington Public Schools (APS), I am proud to seek the Democratic endorsement 
for Arlington School Board. 

I am running to ensure that as we deal with the capacity challenges APS stays 
focused on its students. I also want to help APS ensure there is a love of learning for 
ALL students. When we love what we do, we try harder and we succeed. I will work to 
fulfill this goal by focusing on the ABCs: Academics, Boundaries, Capacity & 
Communication. 

Academics. Instruction must be put first. When construction strategies are 
separated from instructional goals we are not strategic in helping make the best 
academic decisions for our students. 

Boundaries. We can respect communities while embracing diversity when we 
consider school boundary changes. We can help make sure APS students are ready to 
succeed in a multicultural world by creating and supporting diversity in our schools. 

Capacity & Communication. The School Board must work more closely with 
the County Board to get in front of our challenging capacity crunch. Furthermore, we 
need to expand effective communication with our students, teachers and community. 

I am a passionate 25-year Arlington resident, 19-year APS parent, longtime 
community advocate, and communications professional. My husband Mike and I live in 
Arlington Heights where we have raised three children – two are Washington-Lee 
graduates and our youngest is a 7th grader at Gunston Middle School. 

My motivation for running for School Board is built upon years of advocacy for 
our children. I have a proven track record of bringing people together and creating 
solutions. 

I have worked inside schools and across the APS system to bring positive 
change for students, teachers and the greater community. I’ve led a PTA organization 
and served on several critically important Arlington Public Schools committees that 
helped shape boundaries, educational, and capacity priorities. I am proud to have been 
recognized by the Arlington School Board with an Honored Citizen Award and asked to 
co-chair the successful 2016 Bond Campaign. 

I believe that my experience coupled with my dedication to ensuring a love of 
learning for all will allow me to be a successful member of the School Board serving the 
residents of Arlington County. 

Learn more about me at www.MoniqueOGrady.org . Twitter and Facebook @ 
Monique4APS. I hope to earn your vote on May 9, 11 or 13. 


